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Minn. U. Nixes Army War Show 
In Fear of Damage to Football Turf 








Minneapolis, July 14. 


Town is all wrought up because it 
will lose the big Army war show, 
‘Here’s Your Army,’ on account of 
University of Minnesota regents’ re- 
fusal to permit use of the 60,000-seat 
stadium, only suitable Twin City site 
for spectacle which had been sched- 
uled for Aug. 15-18. 

Regents’ unanimous action was 
taken in face of pleas for their per- 
mission from Gov. H. B. Stassen, city 
officials, business groups, the Ameri- 
can Legion and organized labor. The 
action followed much agitation in 
and outside the press, with the lat- 
ter also exerting pressure in behalf 
of the show, which already has 
played Baltimore, Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh to huge crowds and which 
turns over all net receipts to the 


ry Wine atistete wee ; 
Army Lmergency Relief Fund. 


After the refusal, Mayor M. H. 
Kline issued a statement demanding 
that the regents reconsider their de- 
cision. 

In refusing the stadium’s use, re-- 
gents gave four reasons—that they’re 
sole university custodians and re- 
sponsible to people of state as whole; 
that a long-standing policy has been 
to permit non-university organi- 
zations to use university facilities 
only when the institution itself ex- 
tends the invitation, or joins as co- 
Sponsor; that the university is in a 
congested area and delicate instru- 
ments used in highly important war 
research might be affected by ex- 
plosions and vibrations; that damage 
to the stadium turf could not be re- 
paired quickly and might interfere 
with the physical education program 

(Continued on page 54) 


Inductee To-Be Turns 
In Entire Collection Of 
17,000 Phonograph Discs 


Cleveland, July 14. 








Expecting to answer the call to | 


colors shortly, George L. Rosenfeld, 
President of the Atlantic Plastics 
Company, Cleveland, last week do- 
nated 17,000 new phonograph records 
to WCLBE to be turned over to the 
Nation’s armed forces. 

Rosenfeld heard Francis Pettay, 
emcee of the popular ‘Matinee Dance 

ime’ program, ask listeners to send 
both new and used records to the 
Station as part of a national cam- 
Paign to colleet discs for fighting 
men, 

T’m going into the army myself 
Pretty soon,’ he said, ‘and maybe I'll 
hear some of these records. I know 
they'll do a lot of good, anyway.’ 
The records will be shipped to New 
York for distribution to camps 
throughout the country, according to 
Nicki Burnett, WHK-WCLE, in 
charge of the Cleveland radio com- 
mittee to collect records, 
_Rosenfeld’s firm recently discon- 
tinued manufacture of the ‘Viking’ 
discs out of plastic material. 








Pic on Francis Scott Key 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Francis Scott Key will be film 
bioged by Republic shortly in 
‘Conquer We Must.’ 

Yarn will be based on the events 
leading up to Key’s writing of ‘The 
Star-Spangled Banner’ during the 
War of 1812. 


SEE SARATOGA 
MORE LIBERAL 
THIS YEAR 








Albany, July 14. 

With Governor Lehman’s final 
year in office, the Saratoga nitery 
situation has the operators. hopeful 
of getting the nod to once again 
operate as of yore. Piping Rock is 
set to cpen on July 27 with the show 
from Monte Proser’s Copacabana 
Club in New York, while Arrowhead 
Inn is in the process of okaying a 
George Hale line and show. 

Saratoga spots have, in recent 
years, been unable to operate in tra- 
dition of the Richard Canfield and 
Col. E. R. Bradley casinos where en- 
tertainment and food were of the 
finest and the wheels spun merrily. 
This year, with Gov. Lehman wind- 
ing up, the operators are hopeful 
that the local law will not crimp 
their style and take. Extent of splash 
furnished for customers seeking ac- 
tion can be gauged by the $8,000 
Piping Rock is supposed to have laid 
on the line one week last year for a 
show topped by Joe E. Lewis and 
Emil Coleman orch. 

Last year the local district attor- 

(Continued on page 18) 





Irving Berlin a Bit Timid 
About Putting Thin Voice 
On Wax; Cutters Insisting 


While Irving Berlin nixed the 
idea of having the talent from ‘This 
Is the Army’ record the tunes for 
the different waxers, there is pres- 
sure from all companies to get 
Berlin’s voice on wax, singing his 
own ‘Oh How I Hate to Get Up in 
the Morning’ (reprised from ‘Yip 
Yip Yaphank’), solely in the inter- 
ests of posterity. 

One company is using the $1-a- 
disk approach, for a charity purpose 
(Army Emergency Relief Fund, most 
likely) to get the songsmith to 
change his mind. It’s agreed that 
Berlin’s voice isn’t much, but des- 











pite that and because of his fame 
it’s felt it should be impressed on | 
wax for all time. 





PETA HI ISSUE 'War Poses Serious Contractual 
Problem for Fi ilm Stars in Service 


MAY EXPLODE 


American Federation of Mu- 
sicians Prexy’s Ukase, Met 
With Frank and “Free 
Newspaper Attacks, Will 
Be Diligently Fought by 
(1) Broadcasters; (2) Pho- 
nograph Recorders; (3) 
Transcriptions Mfrs. 








BITTER TEST DUE 





Sideline observers in the broad- 
cast and recording trades have ar- 
rived at the belief that the contro- 
versy which James C. Petrillo, 
American Federation of Musicians 
prez, touched off, with his edict 
against discs, is headed for the first 
test of power between organized 
labor and the broadcasting industry. 
These observers foresee the general 
showdown involving not only the 
musicians federation but the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Actors and 
the various technicians unions. They 
are of the opinion that Petrillo by 
recent moves has placed himself too 
far out to make it possible for him 
to beat a face-saving retreat and 
that the only thing that could avert 
such a bitter clash between organ- 


ized labor and radio would be 
eleventh-hour intervention from 
Washington. 


The lines for the fight are already 
(Continued on page 41) 


H’wood Stunters Take 
‘Toughest’ Chances As 


Paratroopers for U.S. 








CAPT. BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Ft. Benning, Ga., July 14. 

How to keep up with one’s career 
and be in the Army at the same 
time takes a lot of doing, but Lt. 
Eugene H. Smith, late of Holly- 
wood’s stunt men, is here at Benning 
and increasing each day his stock 
in trade. 

Smith, the man who swung on the 
bell clapper for Charles Laughton in 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ (RKO), 
was a pin-cushion for arrows in 
‘Robin Hood’ (WB) and tumbled a 
story and a half from a saloon bal- 
cony in the ‘Destry Rides Again’ 
brawling, lighting flat on his back, 
has reached the end of training in 
the army’s parachute school. 

He has several pro aliases 


(Continued on page 18) 
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GAGGING THE BLITZ 
Hollywood, July 14. 

Over 400 insignia have been cre- 
ated by studio cartoonists for United 
Wations’ fighting units. 

Latest, for U. S. bombers, shows 
Donald Duck clucking, ‘Let me take 
a quack at them.” 








‘,. . Or Else’ 


With war shortages being 
what they are, actors ap- 
proached for Catskill mountain 
dates are now tacking on an- 
other request besides room, 
board and borscht. 

They are demanding return 
gasoline to New York, 


B’WAY BETTER 
RISK THAN 
WALL ST. 


Further participation by Wall 
Street in the backing of Broadway 
shows next season, in addition to 
that recently indicated, is more than 
likely. Financial men said to be 
looking uptown are not in the co- 
terie known as Angels, Inc., which 
proposes a_ $1,000,000 production 
pool, counting on the law of aver- 
ages to make a success of backing 
legit production, 

While ‘short term money for plays 
or film production, latter secured by 
first returns from picture rentals, 
continues abundant, Wall Street 
banks and insurance companies are 
freezing up on long term film in- 
vestments. See story in this issue 
on Page 5. 


Some of those downtowners sup- 
posed to be rubbering at Broadway 
have had experience uptown and 
more than once found the pastures 
greener in Times Square than Wall 
Street. Stock brokers have been tak- 
ing it on the chin for years, with 
expenses of maintaining even skel- 

(Continued on page 22) 

















‘Remember the Alamo’ 
Not in Tune as Song’s 
Punchline Nowadays 





History—even as recorded in pop 
tunes—is being rewritten these days 
in the light of new events. No 
longer is it fashionable to recall that 
the U.S. avenged the Alamo back in 
1848 because Mexico, an enemy then, 
is now an ally. 


As a result, in the tune ‘Remem- 
ber Pearl Harbor’ the line ‘as we 
did the Alamo’ has been deleted at 
the request of the Office of the Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs. 
Republic Music, the publishers, has 
assented to the change and NBC, 
CBS and Mutual have agreed that 
they and their member stations. will 
not broadcast the song in its original 
form. Neither will the shortwavers. 


| emergency 
of contract; (2) suspension of con- 








The war is posing a serious prob- 
lem for the motion picture studios 
and talent agents on the status of 
the contracts of performers who are 
inducted, or enlist, in the armed 
forces of the United States. Film 
company attorneys in New York 
frankly do not.yet know the answer 
whether James Stewart, for ex- 
ample, will continue as Metro 
‘property’ after the war; or whether 
Stewart’s manager will be able to 
legally enforce a personal manager 
relationship with the actor after 
the worldwide ruckus is over. 


Army registration regulations 
stipulate a six-month moratorium 
on all debts, leases, etc., of induc- 
tees. In other words, they cannot 
be subject to civil suit untii six 
months after their discharge from 
the Army. However, this does not 
apply to personal services, although 
some lawyers think they are sub- 
ject to the ‘emergency clauses,’ 
which usually run into great length, 
in all contracts between studios and 
actors 

These clauses are applicable when 
an actor walks off a lot, or cannot 
wark because of illness, or, as often 
happens currently, because of in- 
duction into the Army. The studio 
has three recourses under the 
clauses: (1) abrogation 


tract; (3) civil suit against the actor 
to enjoin him from working for an- 
other film company. 

Maturally no studio can or would 
sue an actor to keep him from 
working as a soldier for the U. S., 
so only ‘abrogation’ or ‘suspension’ 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Soldiers Prefer Pix,’ 
Says D.C., Ruling Out 
Legit Stock Co. Idea 





Unless somebody in Washington 
changes his mind, stock companies 
are out so far as army camps are 
concerned. According to advices 
from the Capital, it was thought the 
soldiers preferred pictures, with no 
mention of the unit shows that have 


been routed to troop concentration 
points by USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 
General idea for stock was to spot 
such companies in posts far removed 
from talent centers, for four weeks. 
Cost factor seems to have stymied 
the idea. 

Decision in Washington rules out 
the plan of Maurice Evans, who 
offered to donate $15,000 for camp 
stocks, provided they be under the 
auspices of the American Theatre 
Wing. Evans still wants to play 
‘Maebeth’ and perhaps other Shake- 
spearean plays in the camps, sand~ 
wiching in such appearances with 
regular dates. Equity doesri’t like 
the idea of players getting contract 
salaries one week and minimum pay 
the next, and, unless Equity makes a 
special ruling on the matter, that 
idee is out, too. 
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British Peer Eyes 


Films, Radio 


As Good Will Aids in Promotion 
Of South American Propaganda 





Buenos Aires, July 7. 

New type of British propaganda 
drive in South America is seen by 
arrival here of Sir Eugen Millington 
Drake, known as the British counter- 
part of Nelson Rockefeller, because 
of his post with the British Council, 
which corresponds to the Rockefeller 
Committee on Inter-American Af- 
fairs. Sir Eugen, one-time British 
Minister to Uruguay, and extremely 
popular throughout Latin-America, 
came here via Canada, the United 
States and Central America. Propa- 
ganda efforts, being directed largely 
toward intellectual leaders south of 
the border by o.o. of other fields, 
especially films and radio, are essen- 
tial aim of the visit, it is under- 
stood. 

Speaking Spanish perfectly—un- 
like many diplomatic reps—Si 
Eugen is working all contacts to the 
hilt, and information obtained is ex- 
pected to guide British policy re 
goodwilling Latins. 

Pointed out that the British have 
long been more active in S. A. than 
the U. S., having an investment five. 
times as great and a large number of 
Britishers resident in every Latin 
republic, some of them going back 
two or three generations. Idea is not 
to concentrate on them but to stress 
better ways of improving relations 
between home country and S. A. re- 
publics. Unlike many Yank good- 
willers, Sir Eugen is making a large 
number of pas and addressing 
groups in all fields here. 


Mayor Who Once Nixed 
‘Tobacco Road’ Okays 
Carny’s ‘Nudist Colony’ 


Springfield, Mass., July 14. 

Including a nudist colony, the 
‘World of Mirth Shows’ presented 
by Max Linderman at Hampden 
Park here last week cashed in fast 
and heavily with an authorized per- 
mit from Mayor Roger L. Putnam, 
which was interpreted by local au- 
thorities as a ducky break for Lin- 
derman. Despite powerless police 
interference, the show continued to 
play to capacity crowds. 

Beside ‘Madame Zariemba’s Nud- 








ist Colony,’ the show’s other con- | 


cessions included midget burlesque 





DICK RODGERS DENIES 


| 


_ LORENZ HART SPLIT-UP 


Report that Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart, vet songsmith and 
scripting team, were splitting, with 
Rodgers taking a Metro berth as 
producer-composer and Hart indulg- 
ing his yen for drama production, is 
nothing but a rumor. It stemmed, 
apparently, from bid that M-G made 
to Rodgers to join the Arthur Freed 
musical production unit, which 
Rodgers nixed since he has too many 
interests in New York, As for Hart, 
he did the adaption fer ‘The Boojum 
| Ts a Snark,” last year and has been 
| dreaming ~f producing it ever since. 

Rodgers, talking for the duo, 
claimed they were not Splitting; that 
he had refused the M-G offer; and 
that they would remain in action as 
a team. 

Hawever, Rodgers has enlisted in 
the army’s morale division and ex- 
pects to receive a commission next 
month. Whether that will interfere 
with their coHabing is not certain, 
Rodgers is 40, Hart being seven years 
his senior. They have been teamed 
for 24 years, a writing record on 
Broadway. 


Nugent Legiting With 
Katie After Pic Washup 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Elliott Nugent, currently. working 
in the Paramount picture, “The Crys- 
tal Ball,” shoves off for the east on 
|}completion of the film to play oppo- 
site Katharine Hepburn in the legit 
piece, ‘Without Love.’ 

Show opens in Detroit late in Sep- 
tember for two weeks, followed by 
an invasion of Broadway. 


Danny Kaye to Coast 


With Sam Goldwyn in town for 
the premiere of his ‘Pride of the 
Yankees,’ he’s huddling with his new 
star, Danny Kaye, and then the lat- 
ter departs for the Coast on Sunday, 
directly after ‘Let’s Face It’ takes a 




















performers. ‘Toned down slightly four-week midsummer siesta. Kaye 
by pressure from the aroused | ang his author-wife, Sylvia Fine, 
ehurech-going citizenry, the locals 


are still amazed at the sanctioning 
by the mayor who once refused the 
performance here of the play ‘To- 
bacco Road.’ Possible influence of 
the mayor’s present campaign for 
gubernatorial nomination is an an- 
gle considered as an explanation. 





will do some preliminary work on 
the Coast, including makeup tests. 
They'll be gone less than three 
| weeks. ‘Face It,’ stage musical, re- 
| opens mid-August. 
| Max Liebman 
| meantime have been working on 
| Kaye’s first film script for Goldwyn, 





JESSEL, METRO TALKING] "isin, Bat due to'ench 


for 10 weeks in the fall for 


WRITER-PRODUCER PACT | some intensive writing 





George Jessel and Metro are talk- 


ing a writer-producer deal. The 
star, after a couple of abortive at- 
tempts in Hollywood—the Mast one 
at Warners—has been openly chilled 
on films because he found himself 
hamstrung on exercising his own 
ideas. The Metro deal is supposed 
to permit greater latitude. 
Lois Andrews (Mrs, Jesse 
has a 20th-Fox player contract. and 
while both are openly estranged 
on one of those ‘try living apart’ 
announcements—Jessel is reported 
now anxious to remain in Hollywood 
in order to be near her and their 
baby. Meantime, his Los Angeles 
vaudshow has shifted to the Cur- 


ran, San Francisco, for an engage- 


ment and then may shift east. 





Molly Picon, Hotel Guests’ 
Skit Sell 30G in Bonds 


Detroit, July 14. 

A ‘Bonds for Victory’ skit, devel- 
oped by guests at the Colonial hotel 
in Mt. Clemens, Mich., in which 
Molly Picon was headlined, resulted 
in the sale of $30,000 in war bonds 
in two days among the patrons. 

In addition to the skit, guests at 
the hotel bought $100 bonds for the 
privilege ef posing with Miss Picon. 
Plan was so successful that the 
actress cancelled an eastern engage- 
ment and started a tour with the 
war bond skit, which is to be next 
presented -in- Cleveland. 


1) now} 


and Miss Fine/| 









UNITED 


STATES 
WAR 








It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 
stumps teday. Buy them 


every day if you can. But 
on tees on a regular basis. 


Benny Gets 











His 
Changes, So He'll 
Do ‘Meanest Man 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Jack Benny is on again and ‘The 
Meanest Man in the World’ is off 
the shelf again after a 15-hour off- 
and-on argument betwéen the star 
and a panel of 20th-Fox execs 
headed by Spyros Skouras and 
Darryl Zanuck. Outcome of the 
verbal struggle was that two se- 
quences were cut out of the script 
and Benny agreed to go on with the 
story. 

Studio execs were jolted when the 
star threatened a ‘masterly retreat 
from the production line. They de- 
clared he had approved the pur- 
chase of the old George M. Cohan 
legit starrer and the appointment of 
William Perlberg as producer and 
Morrie Ryskind as screen playwright. 
In addition they had borrowed Pris- 
cila Lane from Warners for the 
femme lead. They stood to lose a 
preliminary investment of $150,000. 

Benny’s objection to the script was 
directed against two sequences which 
did not fit in with his brand of com- 
edy. They are being rewritten by 
George Seaton and William Morrow. 


Ladd Gets Deferment 


Holiywood, July 14. 

Alan Ladd, Paramount actor who 
clicked in ‘This Gun for Hire,’ is 
not going to carry a gun in Uncle 
Sam’s Army for the time being. 
Doctors consigned him to an in- 
definitely deferred class on account 
of his physical condition. 

Deferment gives the studio a 
chance to build up a backlog of 
Ladd starrers before his physical 











status is changed. 




















ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“There is something ever fresh and bouncy about them ... they still 
can knock an audience in the aisles.” Louise Levitas, PM, New York. 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 





By Milton Berle 


+++ 


Philadelphia, July 14 

Well, here I am in the City of Brotherly Love. Even actors love a onte 
in Philadelphia. Took my whole show from New York with me by tran 
and the conductor recognized me immediately. He said: ‘Tickets droop 
for the troupe!’ oe 

I played gin-rummy with my wife Joyce and won 10, 20, 30. She finally 
gave up when I won 40...bobby pins. . 

Jack Zero claims he lost his hair by going to an Indian barber, who 
gave him a haircut with an electric tomahawk. (That’s a lot of bulder- 
dash). In Philly we got into a co-operative cab and sat between a local 
Philadelphian and a Hindu mystic...I was between a Quaker and a Fakir 
Checked into a hotel and wasn’t there for more than 10 minutes, when 
there was a knock on the door and a girl’s voice shouted: ‘Get that detec- 
tive out of your room!’ After that 20 photographers arrived and took all 
kinds of pictures....off the wall. There were so many cameras in the 
room it looked like a Jap convention, One photographer said: ‘Berle, I've 
covered a lot of celebrities!’....So he covered me. 

Decided to try my new electric razor, but no results....I was using D. C. 
current on an A. C. beard. Later gathered up my wife and went to Jack 
Lynch’s night club....Jack is an old friend of mine, and he was so de- 
lighted to see me he sent over some rare vintage drinks... .Domestic 
Seven-Up. Stayed for a while and then left to get some sleep to be nice 
and fresh for my opening the following day at the Earle. I arrived at the 
theatre and was given the dressing room Gene Krupa had the day before, 
on found a couple of ‘drum rolls’ he'd left with chopped liver between 
them. : 

I love the Earle Theatre. That’s the only place in the country where 
you have to give the stagehands an audition before you can work there. 
You never saw so many people in front of a theatre....waiting for ‘a 
street car....Philadelphia hasn’t got a dimout, so my name was finally up 
on the marquee in lights....furnished by eleven indirect fire-lies. 

I walked out on the stage and a few hecklers tried to get the best of 
me....and they did (Where did they learn my ad-libs)....My mother got 
down to the theatre before it opened..,.she was trying out her laughter 
for size....The theatre is so large, mother has a midget sitting on her 
shoulder holding a Western Electric device that amplifies her laughter. 

The manager of the theatre came to my dressing room after the first 
show and paid me a lovely compliment. He said, ‘Milton, you have a lot 
of polish....why don’t you sell some of it in between shows!’ They have 
a very unusual cooling system at the theatre. Every few minutes an usher 
collects a different patron and locks him in an ice box (From the expres- 
sion: ‘Cool and Collected.’ 

The papers printed some terrific reviews on me the following day. One 
paper said: ‘Berle’s comedy leaves nothing to be desired....except some 
comedy!’....Another paper said: ‘Berle had the people in the aisles.... 
he had the seats removed!’ 

Sunday was my birthday and the whole cast got together and tossed me 
a party....I never got the party’s name but I caught him. You should 
see all the flowers in my dressing room, Bill Israel, the manager of the 
theatre, gave me a lovely wreath....of breaded cactus. The stagehands 
got together and bought me a beautiful birthday cake with a very touch- 
ing inscription on it: ‘See Berle at the Earle....40c in the afternoon!”.... 
It was a lovely cake. The Jim Wong troupe on the bill gave me a swell 
gift....a new tuxedo made out of rice, with oatmeal lapels. My wife 
bought me a gold wedding ring to match the one I gave her... .I wonder 
why my arm turned green up to my shoulder. 

Leonard Sues, the trumpet player, gave me something I always wanted 
.«..Marinated bagpipes. Ruth Clayton, the singer, gave me a very inter- 
esting book, called: ‘How To Be Funny AND Still Have Friends’... .All 
six of Ben Yost’s Vi-Kings pooled their money and got me a gift I will 
always treasure....a detachable pocket for scratch sheets. My mother 
gave me a set of priceless records....of her laughing in different keys. 

fy brother (the one whom Broadway Rose turned down) sent me a box 
of avocados all the way from California....from my own garden. 








P.S. Thanks friends for all those birthday greetings....but why 
COLLECT! Sn eect 
ERNEST TUBB ON SCREEN | Jitterbags Truck On 
Singing Texan in Columbia Film Down to Met Art Museum 


With Charles Starrett 





Fort Worth, July 14. 

Ernest Tubb (singing cowboy), 
heard over KGKO for the Universal 
Mill, is now on a leave of absence 
from the station and is in Holly- 
wood making a motion picture, titled 
‘Fighting Buckaroo,’ with Charles 
Starrett of Columbia Studios, 

Tubb’s new song, ‘Walking the 
Floor Over You,’ is in the film and 
was recently recorded by Bing 
Crosby. 


For Prof. Krupa, Soiree 


Gene Krupa, the jive maestro, lee- 
tured..on the ‘Lexicon of Swing’ at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
N. Y., Saturday (11) afternoon. At 
least so it was billed. Actually it 
was a ‘Clambake and Indoor Outing 
of the Gene Krupa Rooting and Toot- 
ing Society.’ 

Before a crowd of 500 jitterbugs 
that swamped the Lecture Hall and 
spread into the Morgan Wing, where 
loudspeakers fed another 250 panty- 
waists, Prof. Krupa tackled a script 
that he was obviously reading for 
the first time. The script wasn't too 
bad. But it was purely a chore for 





Gertrude Lawrence Does 
A Literal ‘Lady in Dark’ 


New Bedford, Mass., July 14. 


Gertrude Lawrence played the | the Professor, a chore that he appar~- 
titte part in ‘Lady in the Dark’— | ently didn’t enjoy doing. So he kept 
literally—at a show for artillery |a prop smile on, and fidgeted and 


men at an Army camp near here | fumbled along, and after a while it 


last week. When the signal for aj} was over. 
total blackout sounded in the midst The Krupa worshippers didn’t 
of one of her songs, the star con-|mind. He was their man and that 


tinued without interruption, finish- 
ing the chorus and then singing a 
second verse and chorus. Then, 
with the house still in pitch black- 
ness, she called for community sing- 
ing and led it with a lighted cigaret 
in her hand as baton. 


Actréss continued for 25 minutes 
until the ‘all clear’ sounded, then 
danced and otherwise entertained 
the men for more than an hour 
and a half altogether. There were 
three other acts (all male) in the 
show. Besides dancing with. the 
soldiers after the regular entertain- 
ment, Miss Lawrence promised to 
send them all autographed pictures 
of herself. 


Draft Schall, Aged 45 


Maxwell Schall, personal manager 


was that. The few longhairs whe 
had trickled down from the Egyptian 
Wing quietly folded their seats and 
took a powder. And the ghosts of 
the leayned persons who'd used the 
rostrum’ in the past undoubtedly 
clambered as high as they could up 
the domed ceiling to escape the in- 
terlopers, 





Doug Rowland First 
Actor-Prisoner of Japs 


Word has been received that the 
first member of Equity in the armed 
forces to be captured in the war 1s 
Corp. Douglas Rowland. He was 
taken prisoner by the Japs when 
Bataan feel and is now believed to 
be interned in Japan. His wife 
is Bettina Cerf, an actress who 
is on the Coast. Rowland was with 
the 803rd Battalion, Engineer Corps, 














UNIVERSAL PICTURES 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN. 





for Claude Thornhill, was inducted 
into the Army Monday (13). 
He’s 45 years old. 





connected with the aviation forces. 


He can be contacted through the 
International Red Cross in Geneva 
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“TACTLESS WAR SONGS 





Uncle Sam, probably through the Office of War Information, 
js expected shortly to urge songwriters and music publishers 
to give heed for the duration of the war to the question of 
“actfulness’ in song titles and song lyrics, Probably via con- 
ferences between OWI officials and representatives of the pop 
music industry, it is likely that certain broad recommendations 


may be formulated. 


War'songs have been very much awry in the 1942 conflict, In- 
deed, the songs that remain are predominately those of the 
last war, notably ‘Over There,’ 
uses as themer on many shortwave programs to troops. Failure 
to write songs that (1) sell or (2) present the Government- 
desired morale emphasis has put songs, the traditional ally of 
fighting spirit, into a strange eclipse in World War II. Propa- 
gandists in Washington, notably W. B. Lewis of OW, are re- 
ported anxious to change this situation. 


Belittling the size and power of the enemy as in ‘Slap the 
Jap’ and ‘Goodbye Mama, I’m Off to Yokohoma,’ is considered 
unwise lyrically. Also peace-and-ease songs of the future like 
‘Bluebirds Over the White Cliffs of Dover’ are not hailed as 
jdeal when the war remains to be won and the hardships to 
A new ballad “This is Worth Fighting For,’ is 
more in keeping with the seriousness of world events. 


be endured. 


This whole question, however, may not be easy for the 
Government to handle. Song hits are not eaSily picked nor are 
artificial selections easily put over with the public. 
there is no unanimity on how sad or how gay songs should be 


in war. 





It’s a ticklish question, as the morale planners may find out in 


ways that may surprise. 


which the Government itself 


Moreover, 





Dearth of Broadway Plays Forcing 
Majors Into Backing More New Legits 





Due to the increasing scarcity of RAY EBERLE QUITS MILLER 


Broadway plays considered suitable 
for film production, Metro, Para- 
mount and other major producers 
plan to reenter the field this year as 
legit backers on a more pretentious 
scale than in several years past. With 


Broadway showcased material run- 
ning dry, studios are taking the view 
that if plays can’t be bought ready- 
made, it has become necessary to 
build and present them. 

Paramount is currently negotiating 
for a musical and has four straight 
plays under consideration. Metro 
also has several manuscripts which 
have been strongly recommended. 
In some cases unproduced plays will 
be bought for filming where it is be- 
lieved that material has screen but 
not necessarily footlight values. 

Past season on Broadway has 
yielded little new material for Holly- 
wood. A number of plays earmarked 
as possibilities were eventually fixed 
because of pacifist themes. ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ for which Noel Coward could 
virtually write his own ticket, is not 
On the market due to the author’s 
decision to film the play in England. 

War Themes NSG 

War themes about countries over- 
Tun by the Nazis are a drug on the 
market unless depicting resistance 
to the oppressors. ‘School for Slav- 
ery,’ play by Lajos Biro which re- 
cently opened in London, for which 

(Continued on page 55) 


FILM BUNCH PETITIONS 
WILLKIE FOR N. Y. GOV. 


Reported in the east that around 
Persons who are in Hollywood 
Presently but maintain New York 
residences, have signed a petition 
circulated on the Coast urging the 
candidacy fo Wendell L. Willkie for 
Overnor of N. Y. Not indicated 
who has been instrumental in de- 
Veloping such a petition, though sev- 
eral names are mentioned unoffi- 
cially, 
Peake who was the Republican 
sated bearer against President 
. Osevelt, is now chairman of the 
—— of 20th-Fox. He stated sev- 
Tal days ago that he would not be 
& Candidate for the governorship, 











Latter’s Lectures on ‘Money Not Be- 
ing All’ Irked Vocalist 





Ray Eberle has quit as featured 
vocalist for Glenn Miller’s orches- 
tra, currently at the Sherman hotel, 
Chicago, and his spot is now filled by 
Skip Nelson. The break occurred 
Saturday (11). 

A Miller spokesman described the 
split as resulting from a series of 
personal differences between the 
leader and the srnger. Eberle was 
quoted as saying that he had got 
tired of listening to Miller’s ser- 
mons about ‘money not being every- 
thing.’ 


Guilds Agree 
To Coordinate 
All War Efforts 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Coordination of all industry war 
efforts by a Film Advisory Commit- 
tee was approved Monday night (13) 
at a meeting of Screen Actors, Writ- 
ers and Directors “Guilds. If the 
proposal gets Producer Association 
okay, machinery will be immediately 
set in motion. Understood group 
would combine activities of the Film 
Conservation Committee, Victory 
Committee, War Activities Commit- 
tee and kindred organizations, 

Generally agreed such central 
body would make more effective va- 
rious wartime activities now func- 
tioning in Hollywood. 


Metro’s Campus Quintet 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Metro’s canvass of 49 universities 
for junior writing talent has resulted 
in contracts for five. 
They are William Noble, U. of 
Washington; Constance Bonelli, Rad- 
cliffe; Betty Smith, North Carolina; 
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FILM BY GOV'T 


Office of War Information 
Will Concentrate on 
Factual Clips Dealing 
With Topical Problems— 
Coordinators Find Holly- 

- wood Producers, Able to 
Handle Fiction, Have 
Missed Out on Informative 
Films — ‘Gardenia Jones’ 
Under Fire 








PERSON NEL SETUP 





Dramatization of the war effort via 
the screen, whether in short or fea- 
ture length film production is to be- 
come Hollywood’s exclusive privi- 
lege as a result of the decision to 
withdraw Government film units 
(such as the Office of Emergency 
Management unit) from the produc- 
tion of morale-building pictures. This 
is the result of a revamped policy of 
the Bureau of Motion Pictures of the 
Office of War Information, headed by 
Lowell Mellett. 

The OWI, in giving up production 
of films designed to stimulate mo- 
rale, will instead concentrate on fac- 
tual clips dealing with wartime prob- 
lems affecting the nation, such as 
films explaining the causes necessi- 
tating such Governmental measures 
as price controls, gas and tire ra- 
tioning, transportation curtailment, 
recruiting, etc.; as quickly as these 
developments arise. 

Film coordinators are reportedly 
convinced that Hollywood producers, 
though well suited to handle fiction, 
have missed out on informative films 
because they are inclined to sacri- 
fice facts for effects, and deal in per- 
sonalities rather than in the play of 
powerful forces which have led and 
continue to influence wartime devel- 
opments. 

At the same time officials are not, 
apparently, satisfied with dramatized 
subjects made by Government film 
units. ‘Ring cf Steel,’ a Government 


(Continued on page 55) 


CAROL BRUCE SETTLES: 
U DEAL, RETURNS EAST 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Settlement of her Universal con- 
tract has been effected by Carol 
Bruce, cancelling the one remaining 
picture on a three-picture deal. She 
leaves tomorrow (Wed.) for a brief 
vacation in New York before doing 
several camp shows for USO. Upon 
her return she’ll make a choice of 
several legit offers. 

Lead role in ‘Moonlight in Ha- 
vana,’ originally assigned to Miss 
Bruce, goes to Jane Frazee. In this 
picture Allan Jones initials a three- 
picture deal with Universal. He has 
‘been appearing in revival of ‘The 
| Chocolate Soldier’ at Carnegie Hall 
l'in New York. 











JOLSON PAYS OFF 


Gives Alaskan Army Officer’s Wife 
A ‘Glamour Girl’ Routine 








One American officer in Alaska by 
now must have heard from his wife 
in Washington Heights, N. Y., what 
a ‘glamour girl’ routine Al Jolson 
gave her last week, just because the 
star promised this officer he’d look 
up his wife and ‘show her a good 
time.’ He took the matron to din- 
ner, ‘Star and Garter’ (Broadway 
musical) and topped it off at the 
Stork, where boniface Sherman 
Billingsley did all the amenities— 
wine, gift of perfume, etc—and at 
midnight Jolson delivered the offi- 
cer’s wife back at her home on 212th 
street. 

The taxi junket to the Heights 
was worse, for Jolson, than making 
those perilous flights by army plane 
to entertain our servicemen in re- 








Rosemary Foster, UCLA; James 
Brewer, special student. 


mote and secret points of Alaska. 


H WOOD DRAMATIZE WAR 








NO MORE MORALE Variety Quiz to Revenue Dept. 
Indicates Stars Expenses on Bond 


Deductible’ 





BENNY GOODMAN WEST 


Due at Universal City for Part In 
New Film 








Benny Goodman band is heading 
west for a picture date with Uni- 
versal in Hollywood. Has four one- 
night stands next week in New Eng- 
land territory. 

Band plays Prospect Park, Brook- 
lyn tonight (15) as one of 54 park 
dance programs sponsored by Con- 
solidated Edison in _ collaboration 
with the city for civilian morale. 


H'wood Army Men 
May Have to Give 
Up Film Chores 


Washington, July 14. 

Hal Wallis, Warner Bros. execu- 
tive producer, is headed for the 
army. Understood that he will don 
khaki with a major’s shoulder orna- 
ments, and will be assigned to the 
Air Corps. In uniform Major Wallis 
may find himself working under Lt. 
Col. Jack Warner of the Army, his 
boss in civilian life. . 


As the war enters its serious 
phases, with heavier demands for 
both officers and soldiers in combat 
units, understood that those acti- 
vated from now on will have to give 
their entire time to the armed serv- 
ices. Col. Darryl Zanuck may thus 
sever dil official connection with his 
picture company. 

War department directive, issued 
under instructions of President 
Roosevelt, last week called upon all 
members of Congress in uniform, to 
either give their full time to the 
Army or go on the inactive reserve. 
Order hit Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge of Massachusetts, who was 
planning to run for reelection in 
absentia, or make a few appearances 
in his major’s uniform. Bay State 
Democrats plans to go after Lodge 
without gloves on his isolationist 
record, and they disliked the idea of 
attacking candidate in uniform. Rep- 
resentative Joseph E, Casey has the 
White Howse blessing as Democratic 
nominee. 








MCA BUILDS ANOTHER 





Music Corp. of America has be- 
gun the building of another audi- 
tion program around Al Jolson. The 
talent agency is lining up writers 
as a preliminary step in that direc- 
tion. 


to RCA for an institutional 
and prior to that it gave a money 
option on his services to the Sher- 
man & Marquette agency 
Quaker Oats. 


Jolson turned down a summer re- 
placement show, prefering to enter- 
tain the boys in camps here and 
abroad. 





Muni’s Unique Salary, 
Sharing Deal with Cowan 





Paul Muni, who got over $150,000 | 


a picture from Warner Bros., has a 
rather cut-rate deal with Lester 
Cowan (Columbia) for ‘The Com- 
mandos,’ accepting only $25,000 
down; then another $75,000 after the 
negative cost is retrieved, 


Thereafter Muni shares 50% in the 





net profits. 


Tours Probably Not 





In response to numerous requests 
‘Variety’ queried Washington on the 
possibility of talent claiming income 
tax deductions for expenditures in- 
curred while on tours plugging sale 
of War Stamps and Bonds and 
learned that the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue is currently huddling over 
that very problem in Washington, 
with a decision due within a week 
or 10 days. 


Meanwhile Deputy Commissioner 
Timothy C. Mooney, in the Capital, 
hinted that the deductions ‘probably’ 
could not be allowed since such ex- 
penditures are part and parcel of 
a ‘donation’ to the Government and 
do not come under the ‘personal de- 
duction’ classification. 


Even more important, so far as 
Uncle Sam is concerned, is the pos- 
sibility of setting a precedent. _If 
film, stage and radio names are per- 
mitted to deduct expenses incurred 
while donating their services, what 
about the air raid warden that wants 
to deduct $12.50 he spent for a tin 
hat, flashlight, coverall, etc.? In the 
same category falls the probable re- 
action of the $l-a-year-men who 

(Continued on page 52) 


M-G CORNERS DORSEYS, 
JIMMY FOR ‘DOOD IT’ 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Except for the actual signing of 
the contract, Jimmy Dorsey and his 
orchestra are slated to appear in 
the Red Skelton starrer, ‘I Dood It,’ 
at Metro, scheduled for early au- 
tumn production. 


Currently Dorsey and his musical 
crew are trekking eastward for a 
theatre tour before checking in for 
the picture. Studio will have pretty 
much of a corner on the Dorseys 
as Tommy is under commitment for 
‘DuBarry’ and ‘Girl Crazy.’ 











Both maestros rushed east as ree 
sult of the death of their father, 
Thomas, Sr., 70, in Philadelphia. 
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AL JOLSON AUDITION 


MCA recently tried to sell Jolson | | 
setup | | 


for | 
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WAR ACTIVITIES 


Wednesday, July 15, 1942 





WB's Film of ‘Army’ May Turn Into 





Irving Berlin Biog; See $3,00,000 Net 


So pleased is Irving Berlin with 
Harry M. and Lieut. Col. Jack L. 
Warner's generosity, anent the film 
deal for ‘This 's the Army,’ his sol- 
dier show, that Berlin is rising to 
the occasion also by throwing in 
many other song properties, so as to 
make sure that the Army Emer- 
gency Relief Fund ‘makes a sure 
couple of million dollars,’ »s he puts 
it. This will include some valuable 
song material from ‘Yip Yip Yap- 
hank,’ his 1918 soldier musical, plus 
other pop song hits, since the screen 
evolution will be a saga of father- 
and-son, thus tying together both 
World War I and II Army shows. 

In other words, it will become a 
somewhat free screen biography of 
Irving Berlin. The  songsmith 
shrinks from that conclusion, in light 
of the socko job done by Warners 
on the George M. Cohan filmusical 
biog. ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ but it 
is admitted that it will stick closely 
to the Berlin biographical line. (This 
differs ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ which some sought to inter- 
pret as being semi-autobiographical, 
but wasn’t). 

The Warner .brothers—Harry and 
Jack—so completely revised their 
contract that they virtually give 
everything to the Army Fund. The 
20°. distribution charge is an abso- 
lute minimum, and, when the pro- 
duction cost is recaptured, the Fund 
stands to clean up nearer $3,000,000 
than $2,000,000, assuming the film 
turns out to be of the same stature 


‘ 
Lissitl 


Rationed 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Quantity production has 
slowed down since Homer's 
day, when Helen of Troy wore 
‘the face that launched a thou- 
sand ships.’ : 

Earl Carroll leaves for New 
York this week for huddles with 
RKO execs on a story idea titled 
‘60 Girls Launch a Ship.’ 


Foreign Scribes 
In H'wood Lose 
Their Hays Cards 


Hollywood, July 14. 
More than 30 Hollywood foreign 
film correspondents of Axis and oc- 
cupied nations were wiped off the 
accredited list by the Hays office, 
some voluntarily and others by 
compulsion. Move was the result 
of an announcement by the pro- 
ducers that correspondents were 
not included among film workers 
who must be photographed and 
fingerprinted for registration. Stu- 














as WB's ‘Dandy’ and ‘Sgt. York.’ 
Thus it will permit Berlin—who 
will assume complete charge of the 
film production—donating his serv- 
ices entirely, of course—to cull many 
a strong marquee name from the 
U. S. Army ranks. Uncle Sam will 
epi be amenable to ‘loaning 
ack’ such talent. The question of 
east femmes is still in the discus- 
sion’stage. Berlin favors the boys- 
playing-girls, as in the stage musical 
(Continued on page 52) 


dios hesitated to place restrictions 
on foreign writers for fear it might 
be interpreted as interfering with 
the freedom of the rress. 


Hays Office had already made 
two prunings of alien scribes, one 
in the early days of the war and 
another after the Pearl Harbor raid. 
Latest chastening reduces the for- 
eign group to 65. Eliminated are 
correspondents from Germany, 
Italy, Japan, France, Belgium, Den- 
mark, Poland and any other terri- 
tory under Axis domination. 








FIRST TRAINING FILM | 
FOR PUBLIC VIEWING 


First Army training film to be re- 
leased to theatres for public con- 
sumption is ‘Safeguarding Military 
Information.’ It is being distributed 
by RKO. 

Training pix are ordinarily ‘re- 
stricted, but military authorities 
feel that the subject matter of this 
one is sO important that it should 
be made available to everyone. It 
Was producéd by the U. S. Signal 
Corps in cooperation with the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences in Hollywood last No- 
vember. 

Although entirely unbilled, easily 
recognizable in the cast of the short 
are Ginger Rogers, Walter Huston, 
Eddie Bracken, Fay Bainter and 
Sam Levene. 





Only foreigners 


now carrying 
Hays Office credentials are those 
representing friendly or _ strictly 


neutral nations. Even those will be 


eyed closely and checked on their 
activities. 
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Uncle Sam's Roll Call 
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Pitt's Newest Quota 
Pittsburgh, July 14. 


Jerome Kurtz, who graduated 
from the Carnegie Tech drama 
school last June and immediately 


after won a junior writer's berth at 
Metro, has been appointed to Of- 
ficers Candidate School at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J. He's been in a Califor- 
nia camp since his induction several 
months ago. 





Praise of the film industry for its 
part in making such pix as this was 
expressed by Col. George S. Wear, 
327th Infantry regiment command- 
er, in making a plea that all the- 
atres show it. ‘The motion picture 
industry is doing tremendously im- 
portant and patriotic work during 


Robert Kimelman, head booker for 
Columbia exchange here, has been 
accepted as a candidate for the Vol- 
unteer Officers Corps and shoved off 
for training last week. Called 
month earlier than he expected. 

C. C. Loder, assistant to Bill Zeilor 


up 





these tense days and theatre OWly 
ers can do more by showing ‘Safe- 
guarding Military Information,’ 
stated. Not only does the film drive 
home the necessity for keeping 
quiet, but it also is a fine dramatic 
offering. The film is a ‘must’ in the 
training of all soldiers, some of 
whom have seen it five or six times. 
It should be a ‘must’ for the entire 
Civilian population 


Lastfogel Asks More 
USO Help From Agents 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Abe Lastfogei, who is giving his 
@ull time without pay as chief of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., made an 
@ppeal to members of the Artists 
Managers Guild for better coopera- 
tion. It is a big problem, he de- 
eclared, demanding more help from 
the agents then they had been vol- 
unteering up to date. 

OQperaiing head. of the - Willian 
Morris Agency pointed out that the 
functions of USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
are important to the morale of the 
armed forces and deserve more at. 
tention from the agents and other 
groups who are in position fo fure 
wish talent. 





he | William 


at J. P. Harris theatre, Navy. He 
has brother, first-class seaman. with 
Pacific Fleet. 
Block, 
newspaper 


son of late Paul 


| Block, publisher, 


and 


| himself an executive of Pittsburgh 


| Post-Gazette and Toledo Blade. 
|graduated last week from Officers 
iSchool at Camp Davis, N. C., com- 
missioned second lieutenant. 

Elmer Fleishman, assistant man- 
ager Brighton theatre, which his 
father, Harry Fleishman, owns and 
operates, Army. 

V. L. Watkins, manager of Manos 
theatre in Uniontown, Pa.. Army. 
Ditto Peter Samios, manager of 
|Grand in Latrobe. 


| 


ee 


Jimmy Boyle, publicist for many 
years with RKO at its homecffice. 
made first-class private in personnel 
division of the Army, stationed at 
Camp Beauregard, La. 





Wilder Writes ‘Town’ Epileg 


Miami Beach, July 14. 

Captain Thornton Wilder, in train- 
ing here; ha’ jvrivteti” ati Epilog for 
his ‘Our Town’ describing the people 
of Grovers’ Corners in wartime. New 
act had its premiere here Wednesday 
(7) on weekly ‘Contact’ broadcast of 
Army Air Force’s radic show over 














WILLIE HOWARD 


Nineteenth successful week, “Pri- 
erities of 1942” at the 46th Street 
Theatre, New York. : 

“And one of the biggest shots of 
adrenalin that has caused this mod- 
ern miracle on the street of Dinty 
Moore, is this same Willie Howard, 
appearing as the mad mentor of the 
‘Good Will Hour’; as the bounding 
Scotchman hunting his lest um 
brella; or as just plain Willie How- 
ard, funnyman.” 


—New York Post, May 4th, 1942. 
nenntiaatbiatais 


Actors Beef on Deflected 
Glory to Promoters Of 
Servicemen’s Shows 


Philadelphia, July 14. 

Philly actors and musicians are 
getting fed up with carrying the 
brunt of the work in entertaining 
service men here while politicians, 
society dolls and night club owners 
grab all the publicity and glory. 
Members of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and the American 
Federation of Musicians have been 
grumbling about this situash for 
some time and now they propose to 
do something about it. 

First act in this direction was the 
ukase issued by the executive com- 
mittee of the Stage Door Canteen 
forbidding the plugging of night 
clubs in connection with the shows 
presented there. The masters-of- | 
ceremonies no longer will be per- | 


























(Continued on page 20) 
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Frank Craven, Private Ross Evans | 
staged broadcast. 

Captain Frederick C. Schang, Jr.,| 
v.p. and secretary of Columbia Con- 
certs, Inc., in special training here. 
It's now Private First Class Hum- 


certs }. 


singing for 


area. 


soldiers in the 


Air Corps,’ 
God's Pilots 
show here. 
Annual summer ‘Radio Queen Re- | 
vue,” promoted by City of Miami| 
Beach, gave three special perform- | 


introduced his new 
Got Rhythm’ in 


‘All 





Eddie Rigney In 
Eddie Rigney, known to show peo- 


terminding at the ‘Variety’ office in 
N. Y., when he was with the Internal 
Revenue Bureau, was inducted into 
the Army last week. 

Rigney was last an assistant U. S. 
district attorney in the office 
Mathias Correa in N. Y. 


18 More from 26th 


Hollywood, July 14. 
20th-Fox studio employees entering 
armed service during the month of 
June numbered 18, bringing the total 
number up to 161. 

Last month’s transfers from the 
Westwood lot to Uncle Sam’s payroll 
were A. J. Mackay, Jerry Solomon, 
Ed Weyl, Tom Pryor, Nolan Good- 
man, Alan DeWitt, Paul Wurtzel, 
Fred Fox, George Burnett, Garry 
Broderick, Ashley McCaleb, Joseph 
Schwartz, William Ryan, Gordon 
} Forbes, Leon, Selditz, Ray De Carlo, 
Richard Fritsch and Martin Strong. 





Inducts Himseif 
Easthampton, Mass., July 14. 
Draft Board 57 couldn't see any 








station WKAT. Captain Wilder 
|played central role created by 





reason why Joseph Rapalus, man- 
j ager of the Majestic, should be de- 
(Continued on page 20) 


phrey Doulens (also Columbia Con-/! for an Army Emergency 


ances for soldiers last week. | 


ple because of his income tax mas- | 


of 


President of the United States. 
| made a charming microphone speech, 





Aug. 15-Sept. 15 Is Treasury Dept.’s 
Designated Show Biz Month’ for Bonds 





‘Must’ Short 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Ail studios are _ staggering 
working hours so that every em- 
ployee can see a short feature 
entitled ‘United for Victory and 
Humanity.’ 

The film is being shown in 
connection with the combined 
Navy-Dutch-China-Russia War 
Relief drive. 


Expect Marked 
Upbeat in U.S. 
Films Made West 


Army film production was _ par- 
tially moved to-the Coast last week 
from Fort Monmouth, N. J., and As- 
toria, Long Island, largely because 
Hollywood directors, cameramen 
and technicians were unable to do 
their best work outside of their 
accustomed environment. Major 
Frank Capra, now stationed in Hol- 
lywood, representing e Special 
Services Branch of the U. S. Army, 
will supervise production ofa series 
of documentary and orientation 
films for the education and training 
of the armed forces. 

Return of the natives to Holly- 
wood pointed up problem confront- 
ing ace studio directors and stars in 
enlisting for -ervice. Older per- 
formers such as Clark Gable, Spen- 
cer Tracy, Fred Astaire and Bing 
Crosby, as well as those in the 
younger age brackets, fear side- 
tracking into umproductive chan- 
nels and rovtine red tape duties 

(Continued on page 20) 














JEANETTE MacDONALD’S 


4-WEEK TOUR OF CAMPS 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Four weeks’ tour through camps 
in the silo belt will have Jeanette 
MacDonald warbling in seven states. 


Tour, arranged by USO-Camp 
Shows, starts July 20, with singer 
giving a two-hour concert at all 


midwest stops. 


MacDonald War Concert 
Springfield, Mass., July 14. 
Due here for a Sept. 29th concert 
Relief ben- 
So- 


efit is Jeanette MacDonald. 


Linda Ware vacationing here and|Prano set record for city in grossing 
. ot , 
Miami ovel 


7,000 two seasons ago under 
aegis of Charles L. Wagner of New 


Bob Crawford, composer of ‘Army | York and Edward H. Marsh of this 
Air Corps Song’ and ‘Mechs of the! !'Y- 


teturns under same auspices. 





=‘! American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 





By RADIE HARRIS 
Chairman Entertainment 
If PM is the favorite newspaper of 


the canteen kitchen staff, it’s ‘on ac- | 


count of’ Mr. and Mrs. Marshall 
Field, who were occupants of the 
$100 ‘angel table’ Wednesday night 


and also donated a muchly needed 


frigidaire 
counter. 

Another distinguished 
the week was Mrs. Benjamin Har- 
rison, 84-year-old widow of the 23d 
She 


to the gals behind the 


jitterbuged with some of the boys 
and had the time of her ‘young’ life 
—with one exception. She didn’t 
see Alfred Lunt in the kitchen! She 
did watch Fanny Ward perform 
though, but discreetly made no men- 
tion of remembering her as a child! 

Incidentally, when the perennial 
Miss Ward first entered the Canteen, 
she was asked whether she wanted 
to register as a junior hostess. 





Francine Larrimore, working on 
the food counter the other evening, 
served a helping of chocolate cake 
to a young Free French flier. As he 
stood motionless just staring at it, 
she asked, ‘Would you like another 
slice?’ 

‘No, thank you,’ he murmured. ‘T 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘angel’ of} 


+> 





> 

With the amusement field already 
figured to be all-out in its aid to the 
Treasury Department on bond and 
stamp sales, it will be asked to put 
forth even a greater effort between 
Aug. 15 and Sept. 15. That period 
will be designated as ‘Show Business 
Month’ by the Treasury promotion 
men. 

Carlton Duffus, Secretary Morgen. 
thau’s chief plugge: to make the 
nation war bond conscious, is cur- 
rently on his way to the Coast to 
line up film names for the month. 
long drive. He wants a whole flock 
of picture people to go out singly 
or in small groups for appearances 
at rallies. 

Idea of a special ‘Show Business 
Month’ is looked on favorably by 
the industry as a means of calling 
attention to its contribution to the 
war effort. Despite the great aid 
given by such people as Marlene 
Dietrich, Red Skelton, Louise Rai- 
ner, Kay Kyser, Danny Kaye and 
Lucy Monroe, (all of whom have 
worked so hard they've become ill 
at one time or another) some carp- 
ing is still being heard in Washing- 
ton about the entertainment field. 

Idea of having 4 ‘Show Business 
Month’ follows the Treasury plan of 
each 30-day period being devoted 
to a special grovp. Currently it’s 
‘RetaMer’s Month.’ Industry defend. 
ers, incensed at harsh words spoken 
in the capital about show business’ 
contribution, pointed out that no 
matter what the month was called, 
it was the amusement field that was 
called upon to put on a show. 

Talent Squawk 

Washington squawks apparently 
stem from coordinating activities of 
the Hollywood Victory Committee 
on the Coast and the United Thea- 
trical War Activities Committee in 
New York. It was suggested that 
the two groups are holding back 
talent. 

The suggestion was vehemently 
denied by the UTWAC and the Vic- 
tory Committee, which pointed out 
that they are filling virtually every 
request made for talent. Consider- 
ing that this is summer, number of 
performers touring for bond sales, 
appearing on radio shows for free 
and otherwise donating their talent 
is equal to that at any previous 
times, it was sard. And a 24-hour 
pace is anticipated for fall. 

Duffus will confab wiih Kenneth 
Thomson of the Victory Committee 
on the Coast and possibly with Mon- 
roe Greenthal, who is now there, 
|Greenthal is chairman of the pub- 
licity committee of film industrys 
War Activities Comfnittee. 

June’s $4,183,000 

With two-thirds of the nation’s 
theatres yet to be heard from, War 
Bond sales for the month of June 
totaled $4,183,000 in the 4,900 thea- 
tres reporting. Loew’s circuit reached 
a new high last week with sales of 
$164,617, previous average for the 
chain being $150,000 monthly. 

War Activities Committee is urg- 
ling balance of the theatres forming 
| part of the War Bond drive to send 
lin their reports as quickly as pos- 
| sible so that figures can be computed 


and submitted to the U. S. Treasury. 








Creature of Habit 
For nine years Irwin Porges stud- 
ied the piano at the Cosmopolitan 


School of Music while working 
| around WIND, WBBM, WCFI. ail of 
| Chicago. Now as a private in the 
| Army stationed at Jefferson Bar- 


| racks, Mo., he’s back at the piano— 
las a camp specialty—when not train- 
ing to be a radio technician in Army 
Air Corps. 
L.A. to N. Y. 
Jerry Bergen. 
Otto Brower. 
Carol Bruce. 
Bill Burton. 
Tom Connors. 
Jimmy Dorsey. 
Glenda Farrell 
Sam Goldwyn. 
George Hurrell. 
Dr. Herbert M. Kalmus. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Laudy Lawrence. 
Walter Pidgeon. 
William Saal. 
Babs Savage. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Loretta Young. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Lew Brown. 
Sylvia Fine. 
Danny Kaye. 
Otte Preminger. 
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SEE SUMMER FILM DEARTH 
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“Comparative Schedules for 3 Years 


(While there is no marked decrease in total number of regular pro- 
gram releases, 323 during 1941-42 against 336 in 1939, three of the 
majors show fewer releases for this year and others are planning fewer 
pictures next season. Three minor companies, on the other hand, have 


increased total output.) 





1941-42 


Regular 
Program Foreign Westerns Reissues 
Columbia eerereeee eeeeeereree 46 1 16 0 
Metro <ccccicccsecs oceans in ae 0 0 0 
Paramount ..+--+++es coccecee ST 0 6 0 
IPOD 5 casas oo phase ede 36 adeone ae 0 6 2 
20th-Fox ...-++++- Rebiwessvrrn . ae 1 4 0 
United Artists ....cccccscese . 22 4 0 2 
Universal ..seeseecereveeees . 54 2 7 0 
Warners o.---ss- soveccceocces OO 1 0 3 
Total eseeeeereeereeerereeeeeeee 323 y 39 7 
1940-41 
Regular 
Program Foreign Westerns Reissues 
Columbia ..++e--eee- (akeeneces 1 16 0 
Metro ..cccccccccecvecvcvces . 46 1 0 2 
Paramount .....- ponanea tats oe 'ae 0 9 0 
cc cater ethene tée ts . a 1 6 3 
ZOth-FOX ...-cececceseescces - 45 4 0 0 
United Artists .......ceeee iae* ae 1 0 0 
Universal .ccccccccccccccces ee | 0 7 1 
WAIers ceccsccccccscscssssss 50 0 0 1 
Total eeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee 324 8 38 7 


1939-40 


Regular 
Program Foreign Westerns Reissues 
Colmbla sivecccvsccccccccess 4 1 10 0 
Metro ...ceeee rrr Ty. S.ceesee ae 1 0 0 
Paramount oecvecccccvcccces . 32d 2 9 0 
EE 5 aco 5a. 60 0000945099900 . & 0 6 1 
DOtH-FOK cocscccccccccccvcce . 46 2 0 : 
United Artists ......seeeee nae | 0 0 . 
TIMIOREEL cc cuccsdesstoeree . 48 2 H : 
WROTE ccccccnccccccces ce oe 1 B ies 
Witten nccdceeosksocenyese ees 336 9 32 5 








Gov't Will See Large Cut in Raw 
Film Stock Use as Compared With 


Former Years; Hardship for Some: 





Motion picture industry will be 
able to show the War Production 
Board a large reduction in the use of 
raw film stock this year, as com- 
pared with 1939-40 and 1940-41, 
despite that no uniform print 
ceiling acceptable to all the ma- 
jor film producers has been adopt- 
ed. This estimated curtailment of 
several hundred million feet of 


film annually does not take into ac- 
count the comparatively small sav- 
ings resulting from the studio pro- 
duction conservation program. 

Reduction is largely due to the 
trend of past two years toward 
smaller production schedules at War- 
ners, Paramount and RKO, a pro- 
duction policy dictated on the theory 
that bigger production outlays on 
more ‘A’ pictures and fewer ‘B’ pic- 
tures would maintain rental income 
levels. 


Metro, on the other hand, with 
virtually the same number of regu- 
lar program releases (48 in 1939- 
40; 46 in 1940-41; 47 in 1941-42) and 
20th-Fox, also with approximately 
the same number of releases as in 
previous years, plan to cut on prints 
as well as in studio production. In 
case of these two majors, reduction 


_in prints is understood practicable 


because of the generous quantity 
made available in the past. 
Toughest on U, Col, UA 
Greatest hardship in reducing 
the number of prints would fall 
upon companies such as Universal, 
United Artists and Columbia whose 
release schedules have increased in 
the past two years. Figuring west- 
erns, foreign pictures and reissues, 
Columbia had 66 pictures scheduled 


. for '41-42 as against 52 in 1939-40 


and 58 in 1940-41. United Artists 
had 28 scheduled for 1941-42 as 
against 19 in 1940-41 and 21 in 
1939-40. Universal had 63 scheduled 
in 1941-42 as against 59 in 1940-41 
and 59 in 1939-40. In addition, Uni- 


(Continued on page 25) 








Hays Confabs Prods. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Will Hays is here for his regular 
summer visit. 

A meeting of the Producers As- 
sociation has been called so that in- 
dustry léaders can 0.0, problems 
with Hays. 


FILMS WILL HELP KEEP 
U. S. RED CROSS-MINDED 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Film support for the American 
Red Cross, not in money but in pub- 
licity, was asked of major studio 
officials by G. Stewart Brown, di- 
rector of public information, and 
Joe Weil, motion picture editor of 
the National Red Cross. 

Producers were requested to keep 
Red Cross posters in picture scenes 
wherever possible without interfer- 
ing with story continuity and to help 
in placing the idea before the pub- 
lic mind generally. The annual Red 
Cross drive for funds will be made 
next March. 














Paramount (Mark Sandrich) is 
making a film glorifying the Red 
Cross nurses at Bataan. 





ROACH’S STAND-INS 


Thornton and Guiol to Operate 
Studio While He’s in Service 








Hollywood, July 14. 

C. W. Thornton, vice-president, 
will operate the Roach studio with 
Fred Guiol, active producer, during 
Hal Roach’s service with the U. S. 
Army Signal Corps. 

Roach dons uniform July 25, 
marking the first time in 27 years 
that he is out of active picture pro- 
duction. 
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OPERATORS PLAN 


EXTENDED RUNS 


Uncertainty As to Quantity 
and Quality of Product for 
Balance of Season Forcing 
Theatres to Use Reissues 
—Subsequent Situations 
Also Face Problem in Fall 





SOME BACKLOGS 





Considerable uncertainty as to 


product for the balance of this sea- 


son, through to Sept. 1, in addition 


to doubt as to quality of pictures 
that will be sent on release for the 
rest of this month and August, is 
creating fears that a shortage may 
develop. This is causing operators 
to force extension of runs, fall back 
on any available reissues, or ferret 
around for stray independent films. 


At the same time, subsequent run 
accounts may face difficulties in Sep- 
tember and October when they will 
be getting the pictures sent on re- 
lease in the up-front runs between 
now and Sept. 1. Not only that, but 
they also might suffer toward the 
last of this month and during Au- 
gust where they now are picking up 
film as soon as it is made available 
by the exchanges. Those that stalled 
on buying and allowed a backlog of 
product to accumulate are not in 
such a tough spot. 


Quite a number of reissues and re- 
peats are being played now in vari- 
ous parts of the country in order to 
fill out and more are scheduled to 
be placed on exchange counters in 
the near future. 


Quality of product from the ma- 
jors was not topnotch last July and 
August (1941) but while forthcom- 
ing releases may strike a better 
average this year, not as many pic- 
tures (good or bad) will be on the 
market. Thus, a shortage is more 
likely this summer. 


UMPI Creating Backlogs? 


One of the reasons for a lack of 
forthcoming releases is a tendency 
on the part of some majors to pile 
up backlogs of completed product 
for selling on the new season when 
blocks of 12 or 13 will have to be 
ready under the United Motion Pic- 
ture Industry sales plan, before sell- 
ing can commence. Of these five in 
each such block will have to be 
tradeshown, On the other hand, 
there is some doubt right now as to 
exactly what there will be in Au- 
gust, operators saying there’s noth- 
ing so definite to go by ag in other 
years. 

United Artists has nothing sched- 
uled for the balance of this month 
or August so far, while RKO and 
Metro are highly dubious as to 
August. 

Pictures on which buyers-opera- 


(Continued on age 25) 


UA Owners and Execs Continue 


Huddles on New 


Film Schedules; 


Will Also Go in More for Own Prods. 





Sounds Plausible 


Hollywood, July 14. 

New way to protect a victory 
garden has been devised by Wil- 
liam Henry, who has set up a 
scarcecrow on his half-acre, dec- 
orated with bits of wardrobe 
from his six worst pictures. 

Idea is that if they scared the 
customers away from the film 
houses they are capable of keep- 
ing the crows off his cornfield. 














Ned Depinet Will 
Name RKO Sales 
Mor. Within Week 


Ned E. Depinet is expected to an- 
nounce appointment of a sales man- 
ager for RKO within a week. Bob 
Mochrie, eastern division manager, 
and Walter Branson, western divi- 
sion manager, are both under con- 
sideration for the spot, with former 
at the moment the stronger possi- 
bility. Depinet has also been con- 
sidering one outside distribution 
exec, so far not mentioned, for the 
position. Jules Levey, among oth- 
ers mentioned for the post, is more 
interested in production (United 
Artists) rather than returning to a 
distribution spot. 

Herb McIntyre, Los Angeles dis- 
trict manager, may be shifted east 


in a realignment of the distribution 
forces. 








Koerner, Lieber East 
Hollywood, July 14, 


Charles Koerner, vice- prez, and 
Perry Lieber, publicity director, 
will be sole representatives of the 
RKO studio at the company’s annual 
sales convention opening at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., July 27. They 
shove off from Hollywood July 23. 

Herb McIntyre, western district 
manager, and Harry H. Cohen, Los 
Angeies branch manager, leave July 
22 with three salesmen from the 
L. A. exchange. 





Bob Wyler at 20th 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Robert Wyler, actors’ representa- 
tive, has joined Darryl Zanuck’s 
executive staff at 20th-Fox. 
His functions will be confined to 
script appraisals. 








Wartime Inroads on 20th Manpower 
Part of Executive Powwows in H'wood 


Spyros Skouras is scheduled to 
return from the Coast by plane to- 
morrow (Thursday ) following 
huddles on the 20th-Fox production 
schedule for next season. Tom Con- 

nors and Laudy Lawrence got back 
east Monday (13). 

It is reported that 20th-Fox execs 
have been discussing possibility of 
readjusting production schedules 
with view of reducing consumption 
of raw film stock. Loss of talent 
and other manpower are factors 
which may lead to revised studio 
plans. 

How soon a cut in number of re- 
leases would be made is uncertain, 





though wartime exegencies may re- 
sult in fewer releases this season 
even though the full schedule is 
completed. 








‘LEW BROWN TO PROD. 
FILMUSICALS FOR M-G 


Lew Brown checked in at Metro 
on Monday (13) to join the Arthur 
Freed unit as an associate producer. 
Brown is of the famed DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson songwriting 
trio that did a string of musical pix 
for 20th-Fox, plus a number of 
Broadway musical clicks. Deal was 
set by Major John Zanft of A. & S. 
Lyons’ N. Y. office. 

Buddy DeSylva, of the trio, is now 
executive producer at Paramount. 
DeSylva’s click at Par probably had 
a lot to do with Metro’s yen for 
Brown. 








Hollywood, July 14. 
Another meeting of United Artists 
owners and top execs is slated for 


this week after last Friday's session 
failed of conclusive results. Meet- 
ing was cut short due to illness of 
the wife of Loyd Wright, attorney 
for the company, and the majority 
of UA owners. 


Disclosed at last week’s Pickfair 
eonclave that Chaplin will produce 
and direct one picture, ‘Shadow and 
Substance,’ for late December re- 
lease. Hunt Stromberg is, expected 
to deliver four: the Cagney Brothers 
will produce one with James starred 
in a melodramatic piece; David ©... 
Selznick hopés to put in two, and the 
same number is expected from 
Arnold Pressburger, Edward Small 
and Sir Alexander Korda. 


Although Hal Roach reports to the 
Astoria (L.I.) studio July 25, as a 
lieutenant-colonel .in the Signal 
Corps, his organization will continue 
turning out ‘streamliners’ which 
have been potent coin grabbers. 
Korda gets into production after his 
return from ceremonies in England, 
elevating him to Knighthood. 


Jules Levey, whose Mayfair prod- 
uct went through Universal, wants 
UA to release an animal picture 
made in South America, tieing in 
Frank Buck and also Olsen & John- 
son’s ‘Sons o’ Fun’ (O, & J.’s 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ through Universal, 
will post a substantial profit.) 

Reeves Espy and Tay Garnett are 
taiking a deal for the latter to di- 
rect two yarns he has acquired. 
They are negotiating with Security- 
First National Bank here for finance 
ing their projected producing unit. 

Direct action on two other deals 
is also expected at this week’s meet- 
ing. 


Attending last week's session were 
Mary Pickford, Chaplin, Selznick 
and Korda, member-owners; Ed 


Raftery, prez.; Grad Sears, Arthur 
Kelly, George Bagnall and Dan 
O’Shea, members of UA production 
committee. Kelly is remaining over, 
although he planned returning east 
over the weekend. 


Arriving Saturday (11) from New 
York was Monroe Greenthal for a 
look at ‘Moon and Sixpence’ and 
‘One of Our Aircraft Is Missing,’ 


(Continued on page 15) 


JULES LEVEY’S DICKER 
WITH UA ON 0.&J. FILM 


Jules Levey is reported dickering 
with Ed Raftery, Grad Sears and 
Arthur W. Kelly, all currently on the 
Coast, to produce one or two pic- 
tures under the United Artists ban- 
ner, Levey has been mulling a deal 
to produce a film version of ‘Sons 








0’ Fun,’ Olsen and Johnson musical 
currently on Broadway, with the 
two stars. Filming of ‘Sons’ has 


until recently been largely depend- 
ent on when O. & J. would be pre- 
pared to go to the Coast. Under- 
stood that project can now be han- 
dled. 

‘Hellzapoppin’,’ Levey production 


with Olsen & Johnson for Universal 
release, rolled up a hefty profit. 


Rabinovitch’s Russ 
Remake Pic for UA 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Gregor Rabinovitch; European 
producer and one-time mainstay of 
UFA in Germany, has been taken 
into United Artists ranks and his 
first picture will be ‘Russian Girl,’ 

Picture was originally made by 
the Soviet under title, ‘Girl From 
Leningrad’. 


























oa Tw 


Med 


2 5 eatlininakasishitlr bntiinartiabes: rt 


RarQpe WAZ ARS 














>. ys semana 








a Sas — 


























Sas eaemeneneenentn a gAEB NN CROAT I 


Sob cca tee mae a= 





nem 





Bi cake ab See 
tT 





6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 15, 1942 





Deferments Slow Drain on H’'wood 
Manpower; 8,220 Far Down Call Sheet 





Hollywood, July 14. 

Holly ood’s manpower, rapidly 
dwindling under the drain of war 
enlistments and the selective service 
draft, received a potential shot of 
insulin as a result of clarified draft 
regulations recently enacted in 
Washington. These provided that 
draftees were to be called up for 
military service according to the 
number and nature of their depend- 
ents. And, in consequence of this, 
approximately 25% of all studio 
personnels have qualified for auto- 
matic deferment in three categories. 

That was one fact revealed through 
a survey instituted by ‘Variety’ on 
the various major and minor lots. 
Another was that approximately 
8.220 male workers in the industry 
fell within the two categories, thus 
to be called only when quotas from 
the first two categories were ex- 
hausted. 

With the aid of studio personnel 
managers, a breakdown of this figure 
into various classes of workers was 
made possible, as follows: ; 

Actors, 800 to 1,000. Executives, 


170. Directors and producers, 200. 
Extras, bit players, etc. 1,100 to 
1,300. Office help, 1,800. Tech- 


nicians, 2,500. Labor, 1,400. 
The Deferments 

Ix was further estimated by the 
studios that their individual de- 
ferment totals, based upon a literal 
interpretation of the new regula- 
tions, would run somewhat accord- 
ing to the following table: Warners, 
1.200 to 1,500; Columbia, 500 to 600; 
RKO, 500 to 600; Metro, 1,500 to 
1,600: Paramount, 1,200 to 1,500; 
20th-Fox, up to 1,800; Universal, 900 
t. 1,000; Republic, 300 to 450; Mono- 
gram, up to 200. 

These, of course, are no more than 
accountancy estimates, inanimate 
figures which take no account of the 
human equation. This is the un- 
predictable element that ties in with 
patriotic fervor and the desire of 
many to volunteer for military 
service without waiting for their 
draft number to be called. 

The figures also take no account 
of the fact that a candidate in 
Category 4 may be drafted as quick- 
ly as somebody else in Category 1, 
provided the former’s draft board 
happens to be shy of material in the 
first three elements. 

This human element likewise may, 
at any time, contravene studio sur- 
veys of contract-player lists which 
now are somewhat like a railroad 
time table on a branch line, subject 
to change without notice. Be that 
as it might, the surveys show the 
following male contractees _ still 
available to the industry because, 
among other things, of age, dis- 
ability, marital status and lack of 
citizenship. 

Columbia:—Peter Lorre, Joe E. 
Brown, Pat O’Brien, Arthur Lake, 
Three Stooges, William Wright, 
Charles - Starrett, Melvyn Douglas, 
Bruce Bennett, Don Beddoe, War- 
ren William, Chester Morris (Glenn 
Ford, Larry Parks and Forrest 
Tucker awaiting call). Freelance 
Fred Astaire talking he wants to 
join. 

Metro:—Spencer Tracy (planning 
to enlist); Robert Taylor (ditto); 
Mickey Rooney (ditto); Wallace 
Beery, Robert Donat (British citi- 
zen): Nelson Eddy, Walter Pidgeon, 
William Powell, Red Skelton, Rob- 
ert Young, Edward Arnold, Ray Mc- 
Donald, Frank Morgan, Lewis Stone 
{commands First Evacuation Regi- 
ment): Lee Bowman, Reginald Owen, 
Basil Rathbone, Conrad Veidt, Ed- 
mund Gwenn, Robert Sterling (en- 


listing); Keenan Wynn and Chill 
Wills. 
Warners’ List 
Warners:—Gig Young, Humphrey 
Bogart, Errol Flynn (disability); 


John Garfield, Paul Henreid (not 
yet citizen); Dennis Morgan, George 


P-ft. Edward G. Robinson, Jack 
Carson, Charles Drake, Charles 
Long, Ray Montgomery. 

20th-Fox:—Don Ameche, Tyrone 


Power (soon to go in Navy), Dana 
Andrews, Milton Berle, Laird Cre- 
gar, Richard Derr, Henry Fonda, 
Preston Foster, James Gleason, 
Jean Gabin (not citizen), George 
Holmes, Laure] & Hardy, George 
Montgomery, Lloyd Nolan, Ted 
North, Jack Oakie, John Payne, An- 
thony Quinn, Cesar Romero, George 
Sanders, Randolph Scott, John Shep- 
perd, John Sutton (not citizen), 
Cornell Wilde, Monty Woolley. 
Paramount: — Richard Arlen, 
Jimmy Lydon, Bing Crosby (wants 





to go), Albert Dekker, Bob Hope, | 


Johnny Johnston, Fred MacMurray, 
Robert Preston, Franchot Tone, Ray 
Milland, Brian Donlevy, Dick Pow- 
ell, James Brown, Alan Ladd. (Bruce 
Cabot, Rod Cameron,, Don Castle, 
Richard Denning awaiting call). 
RKO.—Edgar Kennedy, Leon Er- 
rol, Lee Bonnell, Harold Peary 
(Gildersleeve); Jackie Cooper, James 
Craig, Desi Arnaz (enlisted in Cu- 
ban Army); Jack Briggs, Kent Tay- 
lor, Jim Jordan (Fibber McGee): 
George Sanders (British subject), 
James Ellison, Charles Laughton 
(British subject), Dennis O'Keefe. 
(Kay Kyser, Edmund O’Brien, Peter 
Lind Hayes, Eddie Albert, Cary 
Grant, Edgar Bergen awaiting call). 
Universal:—Abbott & Costello, 
Nigel Bruce, Lon Chaney, Jr., Brod 
Crawford, Robert Stack (knee in- 
jury), Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, 
Dick Foran, Patric Knowles, Don 


O’Connor, Robert Paige, Don Por- | 


ter, Sabu, Charlies Boyer, Johnny 
Mack Brown, Jon Hall, Allan Jones. 
(Richard Davies awaiting call). 


METRO’S OUINTET OF 
MUSICALS, MEBBE MORE 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Metro is going in for its heaviest 
musical year with five tunefilms al- 
ready on the list and others in pros- 
pect. Quintet, consisting of ‘Best 
Foot Forward,’ ‘Meet Me in St. 
Louis,’ ‘Girl Crazy,’ ‘DuBarry Was 
a Lady’ and ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ will 
be under general supervision of 
Arthur Freed, who recently returned 

from a talent hunt on Broadway. 
While in the east, Freed signed 
June Allyson, Nancy Walker and 
Zero Mostel for singing roles and 
contacted others for future signing. 


20th Roster Soars To 
3,600, Three-Year High 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Heaviest production schedule in 
three years boosted the roster of 
employees at 20th-Fox to 3,600, nor- 
mally about 2,800. Studio has 12 
features in work and will start seven 
more in the next three weeks to suc- 
ceed those finishing. 

New starters are ‘Crash Dive’ ‘The 
Méanest Man in the World,’ ‘The 
Light of Heart,’ ‘Seventh Column,’ 
‘Corregidor,’ ‘One Man Army’ and 
‘The Undying Monster.’ 

















Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Vivian Blaine and June Haver had 
jtheir minor contracts with 20th-Fox 
japproved by Superior Court. 
Bronislau Kaper renewed by Me- 
itro’s music department. 

Hugh Marin drew new ticket as 
scorer at Metro. 

Bobby Connolly inked new pact as 
dance director at Metro, 

Ralph Biaine’s scoring contract re- 
newed by Metro. 

Freddie Bartholomew’s Columbia 
ticket approved by Superior Court. 

Lloyd Nolan optioned for three 
more films at 20th-Fox. 

Nancy Gates drew player contract 
at RKO. 

Marta Linden and Van Johnson 
inked player pacts at Metro. 

Jane Withers’ three-year Repub- 
lic contract legalized in court. 

H. Bruce Humberstone’s director 
option lifted by 20th-Fox. 

Percy Kilbride inked player ticket 
at Warners, 

Lynne Robert’s. player 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Elliott Reid, legit player, signed 
| by Paramount, 














option 





Cecil Kellaway’s actor option 
hoisted by Paramount. 
Ruth Brady, dancer, signed by 


20th-Fox. 

Harry Meyer inked scripting pact 
at Warners. 

Peggy Carson drew player ticket 
at Warners. 

Bill Crago handed player contract 
by Warners. 

James Street, novelist, inked War- 
ners contract. 


RKO’S TWO STUDIOS 
OVERRUN WITH PROD. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Shortage of studio space is cramp- 
ing the production schedule at RKO, 
with seven pictures in work and six 
more waiting to start before the 
end of the month. In the busiest 
campaign in 18 months, the Gower 
street lot and the Pathe plant in 
Culver City are working at capacity, 
and added space is being rented at 
General Service. 

Waiting to go are ‘Seven Miles 
from Alcatraz,’ ‘Ladies Day,’ “The 
Cat People, ‘Tarzan Triumphs,’ 
‘Scattergood Swings It’? and Wonder- 
ful World.’ 


20th Holds Schuster 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Harold Schuster, several years at 
20th-Fox as director, drew a new 
contract. 
First job under the pact is ‘My 
Friend Flicka,’ a non-western horse 
story, starting this week. 














Propaganda Reels Competent But Dull: 
Need Cheesecake or Comedy, or Both 





Much kidded-about bathing beauty 
epidermis displays, which make upa 
regular part of American newsreels, 
will probably find a place even in 


the bomber-carried, Government 
sponsored propaganda reels which 
are being sent abroad weekly. Criti- 
cism of the initial three issues of the 
latest celluloid opinion-maker—billed 
officially as “The United Newsreel’— 
is that it’s ‘too heavy.” Even the 
very sedate gents in the State De- 
partment, to whom cheesecake means 
only a kind of pastry, are understood 
to have suggested that a bit more 
fluff might be in order, 

Unit which has been set up with 
Government coin in Pathe head- 
quarters in N. Y. to prepare the reel 
naturally took its work pretty seri- 
ously. Result has been a rather com- 
pelling pictorial exposition of U. S. 
might and the country’s potential to 
win the war, but it has hardly been 
easy watching for audiences in Tur- 
key, Egypt, India and other on-the- 
spot nations which we are anxious to 
swing to our side. Newsree] experts 
who have had a consultative role in 
making up the subjects immediately 
tipped off the Office of War Infor- 


mation, “in direct charge of the prij- ( 


ect, and the State Department, which 
must okay everything of this nature 
leaving the country, that the early 
issues would never do. 
Lighter Setup 

They pointed out that pictures of 
American production lines rolling and 
of America’s new army would be 


twice as effective were they inter- 
larded with some of the sequences 
which are regularly put in reels for 
U. S. distribution, with no other pur- 
pose than to entertain. OWI and the 
State Department immediately con- 
curred and lighter stuff will be in- 
cluded at once. It poses a problem, 
however, as to exactly what should 
be included. Obviously, there would 
be no good propaganda in showing 
Americans interested fn a bathing 
beauty contest rather than the hard 
realities of a war for existence. Se- 
lection of entertainment subjects for 
inclusion is a tough nut that is caus- 
ing even more heated discussion than 
is the choice of the real propaganda 
subjects. 

United Newsreels is still too new 
for any comprehensive reports on its 
reception to have come back from 
abroad yet. If it proves valuable— 
as the English and Germans have 
found theirs to be—it may be scored 
in even more than the 12 languages in 
which it is now available. Material 
for the reel is culled from the output 
of the five.U.S. newsreels and spec- 
ially edited. Footage is also expected 
to include Army and Navy stuff and 
other special material. Arrangements 
will imkely be made, too, for one of 
the companies to shoot stories on 
order for the UN. 

Joe Seidelman, Universal v.p. and 
foreign manager, is prez of United 
Newsreels, serving without salary, as 
is everyone concerned except the ac- 
tual editors and reviewers who give 
full time to it. 





Lefty Hears About ‘Army's’ Bis Hit: 
Recalls Irving Berlin's Early Days 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., July 14, 
Dear Joe: 
I sure was tickled to hear about the big hit Irving Berlin’s ‘This Is The 
Army’ show made on Broadway. Certainly wish I coulda been there 
opening night. I never will forget the opening night of his ‘Yip Yip Yap- 
hank.’ Brother, when those boys, many old pals of mine, marched down 
the aisle at the finale with their full packs and tin hats (until then never 
seen in America) the house cheered, cried and got hysterical. It was the 
greatest finale to any show in the history of the theatre. And now you 
tell me that this show is even better than ‘Yip Yip Yaphank’....well, 
brother, it may be as good, which is tops, but never better in my book. 


I am glad to see that the ‘little man,’ who is the greatest pop song- 
writer in the world, hasn't lost his cunning. He is a great little guy that 
belongs. I remember lots of things about ‘Izzy’....one of the things I re- 
member shows you what kind of a guy he is, It was just a few years 
back when he and I were walking along 46th street, and a fellow passed 
us who used to be a big headliner in vaudeville but now was on the left 
side of Lady Luck. He sed ‘Hello Irving, Hello Lefty’ as he passed us and 
I gave him a hello back, but Irving was so busy talkin’ that he didn’t 
notice him. I thought it was kinda funny so I sed to Irving, ‘You know 
that guy who passed us down the block was Eddie So-and-so. He sed 
hello to you.’ 


Well, you never saw a guy so flustered as Irving was. He tried to find 
him but the guy had gone, so he asked me did I know where he lived and 
I told him. And he went in and sent a wire apologizin’ to the guy and 
tellin’ him to be sure and come up and see him at the office as it was 
important. 


That gives you the tipoff of what kind of a guy this Irving Berlin is. 

There’s been a lot of stuff written about Berlin, the swell biog of him 
by Woollcott, columns by Winchell, Sobol, Sullivan, Kilgallen, but none 
of "em seem to know the real beginning of the guy. Well, here it is. 


Winslow ‘Discevered’ Berlin 


It was Max Winslow (who just went ‘Upstairs’ a few months ago) who 
discovered Irving at Nigger Mikes in Chatham Square. Berlin asked Max 
for some new songs which Max gave him and told him he would be down 
to the dump that night and, if Irving sang ’em well, he would see that the 
bunch would throw him some coin. That night Berlin sang a ‘blue’ parody 
on the original song. You see, Nigger Mikes was no different in those 
days than the high class cafes are today....they liked ‘blue songs’ too, 
Well, that’s what attracted Max to Irving. Whenever Irving got a new 
song he would have a parody, usually a blue one, to sing instead of the 
regular song. They became swell pals and lived together on 18th street. 
Irving by that time was working at Kelly’s on 14th Street. He kept telling 
Max that he could write songs himself, that he didn’t need those of other 
songwriters. Max talked to Harry Von Tilzer (for whom he was working 
then) to give the kid a chance at $20 a week. Harry told him they couldn't 
afford it. But Max got Irving to write a song called ‘Wait, Wait, Wait’ 
with Von Tilzer,- out of which Irving got about $200. Then Irving free- 
lanced for a while, getting $25 for ‘Just Like A Rose,’ to which Al 
Piantadosi wrote the words. 

Max then joined the Ted Snyder firm staff and placed Berlin’s biggest 
flop, ‘Dorando,’ originally written as a poem. Watterson suggested music 
be put to it. The song was a big stage success but not a seller. The 
Colonel (Watterson) took a personal interest in Irving and not long after- 
wards Irving’s hits began to be sung all over the country. He turned out 
a new style of song that caught on, whether it was a rag, rag ballad, 
Italian or Yiddish song. He wrote them all—‘Mendelsohn’s Spring Song,’ 
‘Next To Your Mother Who Do You Love’?,’ ‘Kiss Me,’ ‘Sweet Italian Love,’ 
‘Call Me Up Some Rainy Afternoon,’ ‘Wild Cherry Rag,’ ‘Land of Har- 
mony,’ “When You're in Town, “When I'm Alone I’m Lonesome,’ ‘Want to 
Be in Dixie,’ ‘Alabam,’ ‘Everybody’s Doing It,’ ‘When I Lost You,’ ‘Mys- 
terious Rag,’ ‘He’s a Devil,’ ‘Snooky Ookums,’ ‘This Is The Life,’ ‘Michigan,’ 
‘Take a Little Tip From Father’ and ‘International Rag.’ 

‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 


‘Alexander's Ragtime Band’ was not a hit until some time after it was 
written. Winslow was the only guy confident about the number. It was 
tried by two or three acts in vaudeville and was takén off as impossible. 
Gordon and North (Max Gordon and Bobby North—still around) were 
producing the ‘Merry Whirl’ for the Columbia circuit. Max got Ted 
Snyder to go with him to introduce him to Aaron Hoffman, who wrote 
the show and was producing it, to give the song a chance. A boy at the 
door got Max’s name wrong and word was sent out to him that Hoffman 
was busy. The next day Max met Hoffman on the subway and told him 
about the turn down. Hoffman explained and told him to call with 
Berlin that afternoon. The song went in and the song made the show. 

The melody spread but the song didn’t sell at first. In August, 1911, the 
sales shot up until over 2,000,000 copies were sold in the U. 8., and the 
European sales were almost as big. = 

‘My Wife Went to the Country’ Berlin wrote with George Whiting 
while the men were being shaved. George just left the Grand Central 
and entered the barber shop, saying, ‘My wife has just gone to the eoun- 
try,’.meaning his wife Sadie. Berlin said, ‘That’s a good idea for a song, 
and before they left the chairs they had written a verse and chorus, It 
was a big seller. 

I could tell you lots more about this little guy. The time he was guest 
of honor of the Friars and he made his speech in song. Boy, was that 
a sensation! The little man is just the same today as he ever was, just 
a genius and best of all a great little guy. There are no big shots with 
Irving—everybody is the same. I remember the time he was writing big 
shows, the time especially he wrote ‘Watch Your Step.’ After the show 
opening all authors and composers would go to some big Broadway cafe 
and take bows and be with the big guys, but not Irving. The opening night 
he went with Cliff Hess, who was his secretary then, to his apartment 
with a few friends, where he played the music of the show for them, 
and wished the show was a big hit for ‘Mr. Dillingham’s sake.’ That's 
Irving Berlin every time—thinking of the other fellow. ; 

He’s the kind of a guy that makes being in show business worth while, 
Sez 

Your pal, Lefty. 


PAR’S SPECIAL ‘REAP’ 
DEALS WITH INDIES 


The Century and Skouras circuits 
in the east, which recently resumed 
product relations with Paramount, 





Village’ Maits on Faye 


Hollywood, July 14. 
William, LeBaron is ready to shoot 
‘Greenwich Village,’ a high-budget 
musical at 20th-Fox, on Aug. 17 if 
Alice Faye is ready to take the top 
femme role at that time after taking 








time out for motherhood. 

Otherwise ‘Improper Relations’ 
and ‘Bird of Paradise’ will start on 
the LeBaron schedule, and ‘Village’ 
will be set back on the production 
schedule until autumn. ‘Paradise’ is 
a Gene Tierney starrer, now being 
scripted by Noel Langley from the 
old stage play. 








have beth.elesed ose ar zat? nie *" tndek. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ Par is selling 
this picture singly at advanced ad- 
mission prices. 

Film last week started playing the 
Loew circuit in the Greater New 
York area. Century and Skouras 


follow Loew’s in this territory. while 
numerous independents are behind 
them. 
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Wartime Sharpshooting Wrinkl Higher Taxes; Short Term Coin Ea 
° 
artime Sharpshooting es : igher Laxes; Short erm Loin Lasy 
. Show Business of All Types 
- . Li 

; * Booms in Northwest—The- . 
t With theatre construction on the Shall I Trow ’Im? atres and Niteries Hit All- He Rises to Sink Major film companies currently 
% shelf for the duration of the war, Ti ° . seeking to refund and consolidate 
8 sharpshooters who formerly threat- ime Highs—Live Show bond and stock issues via new 
d ened to build and in some cases did Hollywood, July 14. Trend Evidenced Hollywood, July 14. long-term loans, covered by bond 
t so, as a means of getting established Two former big-timers on the In four pictures since Dec. 7, |issues, or similar security, have . 
d operators to buy them out, are now| Wrestling mat, Ed ‘Strangler’ Richard Loo has grown higher in | been told by bankers and insurance 
t reported starting a new racket in Lewis and Abe ‘King Kong ESCAP rank and lower in happiness. | company heads that such funds are i 
N sniping at leases that are expiring. Cashey, play cauliflower ed roles OLOGY After playing two Jap spy roles, temporarily unavailable due to the 
d While not widespread, so far as} (2% Hal Roach’'s streamliner, the Chinese actor thought he had uncertainty of wartime taxation 

can be learned in theatre circles, any Natzi Nuisance,” for United reached the limit when he was _ | schedules. : 
d appreciable growth of this kind of Artists release. Minneapolis, July 14. cast as Saburo Kurusu, the Insurance companies, with an 
d racket could become very aggra- They portray bodyguards for Downtown entertainment spending| ‘#¢a@cherous ambassador. abundance of funds awaiting invest- 
d vating, if nothing else, and might Ian Keith, who has no cauli- in theatres and night clubs is zoom- His fourth and most painful j|ment, have responded unfavorably 
S have a tendency to result in efforts] flowers but a nazti disposition, job is in ‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ | to recent refunding proposals by 


ing to new highs here. Helped by 
greatly increased employment and 
farm income, much higher wages, 





picture companies, not only on ac- 
count of higher taxation resulting 
in reduced income, but because no 


at Paramount. He plays the 
Emperor Hirohito. 





of landlords to jack up rents. 
Pointed out by theatre real estate 
be men that some landlords, approached 


TONY MUTO TO HEAD 
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by snipers, might accept bids for re- 
newals at higher rents than called 
for by expiring leases and use these 
offers as trading arguments with the 
present tenants. Doubted, however, 
that the racketeers will tackle larger 
houses since the investment there 
might be too risky, especially in 
view of the possibilities that they 
might face a product problem and 
find themselves with a losing theatre 
on their hands. 

The snipers assumedly have two 
angles. One is to actually take a 
lease on a theatre at a higher rental 
than existing in the hopes that the 
tenant who has formerly had the 
house will make a profitable deal in 
order to get it back. Another is the 
possibility that a high bidder for a 
lease might be bought off by the cir- 
cuit or operator who is faced with 
a stiffer rental just because someone 
has made the landlord a nice offer. 

Landlords Wary 

By and large, however, theatre 
realty men believe that the average 
landlord is going to be careful about 
ousting a reputable lessee who has 
been paying his rental regularly and 
iake a chafice On someone with a 
dubious rep or doubtful financial 
condition. The landlords today are 
mindful of the product situation, it 
is pointed out. They realize that if 
they don’t renew a lease with a 
tenant who is being properly sup- 
plied with product they are taking 
a chance on a tenant who might run 
up against film difficulties. This 
would, of course, be true of opera- 
tors in localities who have buying 
power through operation of chains, 
large or small, as well as individual 
exhibs who have good distribution 
contacts. Cheapening of policy in 
the theatre is another factor. 

Aside from the existence of snip- 
ing in isolated cases reported so far, 
circuit sources say that, where any 
lease now expires, to be expected is 
the demand for an increase if the 
theatre is located in a defense area; 
Or near to an army camp; or in a 
location that has improved through 
increased population; or other favor- 
able factors. 

Now knowing how long the war 


may last, in such re- 


cases, it 1s 


minded, shorter leases may be made, | 
with an optien for extension of the | 


term. In that event, if there is a 
reversal of conditions, the 
operator is partially protected. 


the war, lost population, idle busi- 
nesses, rationing, etc., reductions in 
rent are being sought as renewals 
come up, 


Metro-F-WC Franchise 
Deal Ends; Buy in Fives 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

Three-year franchise deal, by 
which Fox-West Coast Theatres 
have exhibited all of Metro’s prod- 
40 SILME“T9S9,"eXpites Aug. 30, after 
which deals «ill be made in blocks 
of five, 

Consent decree precludes renew- 
als of franchise deals between cir- 
cuits and major studios, although 
contracts signed prior to the adop- 
tion of the cecree were permitted 
to continue until their expiration. 











theatre | ‘ a a 2 
| Pic Writer, Now Producing 


Where towns have been hurt by | 





FILMS’ D. C. PUBLICISTS 


Washington, July 14, 


Anthony Muto, of 20th Century- 
Fox, was today (Tues.) unanimously 
selected chairman of the. Washing- 
ton Branch of the Public Relations 
Committee of the Motion Picture 
Industry. Glenn Allvine, of New 
York, secretary of the Eastern Divi- 
sion of the committee, attended the 
meeting and outlined the broad pub- 





lic policies which the industry is 
pursuing in relation to the war 
effort. 


He pointed out the importance of 
the nation’s capital in the current 
program, because of the many serv- 
ices which the industry is perform- 
ing for the Federal Government. 
The Washington group will meet 
regularly to discuss ways anf means 
of fostering the industry’s contribu- 
tions to the war effort. 

Edward L. Roddan; of the Motion 
Picture Producers and Distributors 
of America, was designated secre- 
tary of the committee. 





Dinah Shore’s Ist Pic 


Probably Cantor’s WB: 





Dinah Shore will probably make 
her picture debut in a Warner Bros. 
musical with Eddie Cantor. Deal, 
still being worked out by her attor- 
ney, Henry Jaffe, may be signed next 
week. Miss Shore is on the Coast. 

Salary hasn’t been agreed 
but the one-picture contract would 
be for six weeks. Tentative tatle of 
the musical is ‘Thank Your Lucky 
Stars,’ but the composer isn’t selected 
and the book not yet completed. 
Shooting wiii probably start in Sep- 
tember. Meanwhile, previously re- 
perted offers from RKO, Metro, 
United Artists and Paramount have 
chilled. 

Miss Shore, the vocalist on Cantor’s 
Bristol-Myers program during the 
winter, is currently continuing her 


'own song series for the same sponsor 


fron 


the Coast 


Leon Gordon, 12 Years A 


Leon Gordon moved out of Metro’s 
| writing department, where he had 
| been working for 12 years, to be- 


come a producer on the same lot. 
As a break-in on the new chore 
he is working with Victor Saville as 
an associate on the production of 
‘Keeper of the Flame.’ 


Another Click—Mebbe 


Holiywood, July 14. 





‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi,’ most | 
profitable grosser in the history of 


the old Morass stucia, i7,, 1933. 
will be refilmed by the new company 
for the 1942-43 program, taking the 
place of ‘Fraternity Sweetheart’ on 
the production schedule. 


upon, | 


unusually cool summer weather and 
strong screen product, attendance at 
the showhouses has been skyrocket- 
ing for several months, and now the 
niteries, too, are enjoying their great- 
est prosperity in years. 

It's declared that favorable box- 
office effects from motoring curtail- 
ment already are being felt, and were 
particularly in evidence during the 
Decoration Day and July Fourth hol- 
idays. While the desire to save tires 
undoubtedly is cutting into the thea- 
tres’ transient trade, this loss is offet 
|many-fold by the greatly increased 
local patronage arising out of the 
same situation, according to circuit 
heads. 

Ordinarily such holidays as Memo- 
rial Day and July Fourth, coming on 
a weekend, witness a huge hegira of 
motorists and others to the hundreds 
of lake resorts throughout the state. 
This year, however, it was different, 
j}and, in consequence of the stay-at- 
homes, theatres, usually near-desert- 


ed on such occcasions, held banner 
crowds. 


Particularly significant, it’s pointed 
,out, is the increasing demand for 
stage entertainment, reaching a rec- 
ord high for many years. The Or- 
|pheum, with name bands, has been 
| enjoying its greatest succession of big 
!grosses within memory. Its takings 
| for the first half of 1942 are estimated 





{to show an increase of from 50 to 
|100% over the same period a year 
ago. 

week Minneapolis set a new 
top for aggregate theatre grosses 


for any seven July days back as far 
as the 1928 boom period. The ap- 
proximate $58,000 total included the 
$23,000 chalked up by Eddy Duchin 
on the stage and the film, ‘This Gun 

1_ 4; 


Last 
} 
' 
| 


for Hire,’ probably an all-time 
high for the Orpheum. With ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ playing its first loop 
‘op price engagement, the Century 
pulled $10,000, virtual capacity, while 
the second week of ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ at the State, where the night 


Tilly 
wy 





admission was boosted from 50 to 
60c, brought in $9.000 after a $16,000 
| initial canto, setting a new recent 
| st aight film boxoffice record. That 
picture and ‘The Invaders,’ which 
gotten a heavy turnstile | 
play, are in their third loop weeks. | 
At the same time, the Hotel Nicol- | 
let Minnesota Terrace and the Happy 
Hour night clul with the Dorothy | 
Lewis ice she and Fletcher Hender- 
son, respectively, turned people away 
every night and recorded their larg- 
‘est receipts for years. Other night 


'clubs also prospered. 

Even the Old Log (strawhat) thea- 
tre did the biggest business in its 
three-year history, turning people 
arly every night during an 
extended two-week run of ‘White 
Cargo,’ with June March, burlesque 
luminary, as guest star. 

Besides Duchin’s $23,000 recent Or- 
pheum stage show grosses 
1¢19.000. . Phil _Harris, apd $20,000, 
$19.00 Ph gary pe 


| Wayne King. ° 
| 
| 


jaway ne 





John J. Friedl, president of the 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount), 
|says he attributes the current spurt 


In the cast for the remake are | to good pictures, greatly improved 


Gale Storm, Johnny Downs and 
Robert Lowry, with Lindsley Par- 
sons producing. 


| general economic conditions, an ex- 


cellent weather break and ‘good the- 


latre management.’ 


siderably 





include | 
| currently 





COWDIN’S L. A. TALK 
ON TAXES, DIVIDENDS 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
the board of directors of Universal 
Pictures, speaking here in capacity 
as chairman of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers finance 
committee, stated that ‘taxes in 
1942 will completely reverse the 
ratio of taxes and the amount 
available for dividends and rein- 
vestment. In 1940 taxes were less 
than half the amount available for 
dividends and reserves. In 1942, on 
the basis of pending proposals, 
taxes. will be double the reduced 
ar unt left for dividends and other 
corporate uses.’ 


With a new 





corporation tax 
measure of 45% normal and surtax 
and 871442% excess profits tax now 
pending in the House Ways and 
Means Committee Cowdin pointed 
out that there less danger of 
creating war millionaires than of 
impairing the ability of industry to 
cope with post-war problems under 
the current tax proposals. 

Cowdin said that present congres- 
sional tax proposals wil] require 
three-fourths of net earnings for 
Federal taxes, which will mean con- 
lowered dividends for 
19-2, despite greatly increased vol- 
ume of business. Cowdin noted 
that expansion of volume of busi- 
ness is already beginning to slacken 
due to material shortages and de- 
clining consumption, with smaller 
companies particularly feeling this 
pinch. 


is 


Cowdin is making a tour of 26 
cities to apprise business men of the 
full implications of the proposed 


-tax measures, 


Previn Sues His Business 


Agents; $100,000 Involved 


Los Angeles July 14. 
Charles Previn, musical director 
} at Universal, filed suit in Superior 
| Court against his busine agents, | 
| Walter O. Heinze, A. R. Blum and} 
Inez Prober, charging conspiracy to 
| defraud and demanding an account- 


ing of approximately $100,000 


Case involves the purchase of real 


estate by Heinze and his staff, acting | 
as Previn’s business managers with 
powers of attorney. In one deal, 


complainant asserts, he paid $120,- 
0Q0 for real estate valued at $94,500 


through dummies by which his 
agents ‘converted $25,000 to their 
own benefit.’ 





More From We Three 
Hollywood, July 14. 
Maria Montez, Jon Hall and Sabu, 
working in ‘Arabian 
Nights’ for Universal, wtli be 
ued as a trio in two more pictures 
on the sarne lot. 
First is ‘Cobra Woman,’ originally 
slated as a lone starrer for Miss 


sNiak~ 


Montez. Second is ‘White Savage,’ 
both pictures to be produced by 
George Waggner. 





| negatives as collateral. Loans are 


| consolidate sentiment, 
| some stabilized tax structure for the 
| duration, which would be submitted 





fairly permanent or stabilized tax 
structure is in sight. 

As a result, financial statisticians 
are unable to estimate with any de- 
cree of accuracy whether companies 
applying for loans will be able to 
set aside fixed annual sinking 
funds to meet their obligations or 
even if companies will be able to 
meet the interest on loans eventual- 
ly, if taxation continues its upward 
spiral. Insurance companies and 
others underwriting loans as a rule 
insist on provision for a_ sinking 
fund, with a loan of say $10,000,000 
calling for $1,000,000 annually to be 
set aside to meet bonded indebted- 
ness at maturity. 


Tax Schedules 


Under the corporation tax sched- 
ule of 45% normal tax and 8712% 
excess profits tax currently pro- 
posed by the House Ways and Means 
Committee, with the excess profits 
tax computed first, many corpora- 
tions will be paying 65-75% of 
earned income in taxes, Under the 
previous proposal from the U. S. 
Treasury, calling for 55% normal 
and surtaxes plus 75% excess profits 
tax, statisticians estimated that cor- 
porations would be paying an even 
thair 


esawee 
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sort: 


on of i m 
poruon oF incom 


higher in 
taxes. 

The current refunding problem is, 
of course, common to all corpora- 
tions though, at the moment, of 
added significance in the motion 
pi:ture industry due immediate re- 
funding measures vital to several 
film companies. 

Short-Term Coin OK 

Short-term money for film pro- 
duction continues easy, with banks 
and insurance companies reported 
eager to provide financing against 


ee 
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I Ce 


repayable from first collections on 
films in distribution. 

Full significance of the increased 
tax load has not yet dawned upon 
small business. National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers is therefore 
making strong efforts to inform 
business men throughout the coun- 
try of the effects of the proposed 
corporation taxes so that proper 
provision will be made and also to 
in favor of 











to the Government. 

Understood ‘hat even with the in- 
creased taxation, long-term financ- 
ing for film companies and other 
corporations could be arranged once 
bankers can be shown that sinking 
fund and interest payments can be 
sustained 


Extras Divvy $1,500,000 
In First Six Mos. of ’42 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Film extras collected more than 
$1,500,000 during the first six 
months of 1942, according to figures 
released by Central Casting Corp. 
Increase in calls for atmosphere 
players was due to the large num- 
ber of military and outdo... , Bieter mene 
Production schedules for the rest of 
the year indicate a continued heavy 
demand. 

May was the busiest month, with 
25,500. jobs, worth $313,300. Janu- 
ary was lowest, with 19,036 calls and 
$227,800 in Wages. 
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As one American to another, I want 
to pay tribute to Irving Berlin for hav- 
ing given the Army Emergency Relief 
Fund—and us—“This Is The Army,” the 
greatest stage musical it has ever been 
my privilege to witness. I am proud to 
have been there opening night. And, of 
course, this salute goes to all the 


grand soldier troupers in this Army show. 


Lavinc BERLIN gave us ‘God Bless 
America’ , , . » all America is blessed 


for having Americans like Irving Berlin. 
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” Pride of the Yankees 
(ONE SONG) 


RKO-Radio release of Sam Goldwyn pro- 
duction. Stars Gary Cooper; features 
Teresa Wright, Walter Brennan, Babe 
Ruth, Veloz & Yolanda, Ray Noble or- 
ehestra. Directed by Sam Wood. Screen- 
play by Jo Swerling and Herman J. Man- 
kiewicz; original story by Paul Gallico; as- 
sistance from Mrs. Lou Gehrig; song, ‘Al- 
ways,’ by Irving Berlin; editor, Daniel 
Mandell; camera, Rudolph Mate, Trade- 
shown in N. Y., July 10, 42. Running 
time, 128 MINS. 


Lou Gehrig...-ssreeeeeeeeres Gary Cooper 
Eleanor Gehrig....-++ee+eee: Teresa Wright 
Babe Ruth. ..--cceceeeeveeeseees Babe Ruth 





Sam Blake....--+++ ..Walter Brennan 
Hank Hammaman....seseeeeees Dan Duryea 
Mom Gehrig...seccseeeeeevess Elsa Janssen 
Pop Genrig....-serceeeeeess Ludwig Stossel 


har eee Virginia Gilmore 
Biil Dickey... secsseseeeeeseres Bill Dickey 
Miller Huggins...+-.-+eeeeees Ernie Adams 
Mr. Twitchell.....seeeeeeees Pierre Watkin 
Joe McCarthy..cerrerreceeces Harry Harvey 
Bob Meusel....+cerseceeeseeees Bob Meusel 
Mark Koenig....- réepeoowoere Mark Koenig 
Bill Sterm....ceceeeeeeeccccccces Bill Stern 
Coach. ..-.scccressveseees Addison Richards 
Van Tuyl....e-ceeescevess Hardie Albright 


Clinie Doctor....+--+e+e++- Edward Fielding 

Mayor of New Rochelle...... George Lessey 

Gehrig a8 DOY....++-+eeeeres Douglas Croft 

Also Veloz & Yolanda and Ray Noble and 
His Orchestra 





Sam Goldwyn, on celluloid, has 

roduced a stirring epitaph on the 
late Lou Gehrig. For baseball and 
non-baseball fan alike, this_senti- 
mental, romantic saga of the N.Y. kid 
who rose to the baseball heights and 
later met such a tragic end is well 
worth seeing. Clever fictionizing and 
underplaying of the actual sport in 
contrast to the more human, domes- 
tic side of the great ballplayer make 
the film good boxoffice for all audi- 
ences, not forgetting the femmes. 

The picture has but one negative 
factor—its extreme length. It’s 
easily curable, however, via the trim- 
ming of redundant montage and sev- 
eral slow scenes unimportant to the 
story as a whole. Considering that 
‘Pride of the Yankees’ is question- 
able for roadshowing, although basic- 
ally geared for, fine biz, a slash in 
the footage is important for average 
theatre turnover. 

Gary Cooper blends neatly into a 
hero’s role. First as Sergeant York 
and now in the characterization of 
‘Biscuit Pants’ Gehrig. 

The lanky Montanan makes his 
‘Gehrig’ look and sound believable 
from the screen, even if he’s not 
a physical prototype of the husky, 
piano-legged first-baseman. There’s 
also an evident awkwardness in 
Cooper’s stance and swing at the 
plate, but in the long shots his ball- 
playing appears okay, thanks to the 
doubling of Babe Herman, former 
big-leaguer. 

Only three other roles are dramat- 


ically important; first, that of his 
wife, extremely  well-played by 
Teresa Wright; second, that of a 


friendly sports writer impersonated 
by Walter Brennan; third, that of 
Gehrig’s mother, played by Elsa 
Janssen. It is in relation to them, 
and despite Mrs. Gehrig’s assistance 
on the story, that the film chiefly 
veers into fiction. Gehrig’s closest 
newspaperman pal was Fred Fletch- 
er, fishing columnist of the N. Y. 
Daily News, but in this film Brennan 
pers a writer actively covering the 

ankees and responsible for bringing 
Gehrig, then a Columbia University 
student, to the attention of the Yan- 
kees’ management. 

As for the role of Mrs. Gehrig, for 
the story’s sake she was made a Chi- 
cago girl who attracts the then 
clumsy rookie ballplayer’s attention 
by calling him ‘Tanglefoot.’ Actually, 
Mrs, Gehrig was a Westchester 
schoolteacher and their meeting and 
romance had few of the dramatic 
ingredients of the screenplay. How- 
ever, Mrs. Gehrig hewed pretty close 
to the line in intimating an initial 
friction between her and Gehrig’s 
mother. Another bit of fiction has 
Bill Stern broadcasting one of 
Gehrig’s first world-series games. 
Stern does a nice job, but he was not 
a sportscaster in the '20s. 

None of Gehrig’s early, pre-Co- 
lumbia athletic prowess is mentioned 
in the film. It shows him as baseball- 
crazy in his early teens (nicely played 
by Douglas Croft), but omits the 
fact that his inclination for slugging 
a baseball was well pronounced 
when he was playing for the N. Y. 
High School of Commerce. In an 
inter-city contest with the Lane, Chi- 
cago, team, Gehrig became a school 
‘hero’ at Commerce by winning the 
ball game with a home run in the 
ninth inning. 

To the credit of screenwriters Jo 
Swerling and Herman J. Mankiewicz, 
and Paul Gallico, who wrote the 
original, no attempt was mode to in- 
ject ‘color’ into the characterization 
of Gehrig. He’s depicted for what 
he was, a quiet, plodding personal- 
ity who strived for and achieved 
perfection in his profession. Cooper 
amplifies this via his own shy, screen 
personality. 

For further accuracy, Goldwyn 
brought four of Gehrig’s teammates, 
Babe Ruth, Mark Koenig, Bob Meusel 
and Bill Dickey in front of the cam- 
eras. The bad feeling between Ruth 
and Gehrig is underplayed, but hint- 
ed at in the feud between two sports- 
writers, Brennan, who champions 
Gehrig, and Dan Duryea, a Ruth 
Partisan. Dickey was  Gehrig’s 
yee pal and roommate. Ruth is 
epicted as the flamboyant, publicity- 
seeking player he was, while Dickey 
sek permitted to play himself— 
rood ctly strong and silent. The only 
ae there’s any indication of Dick- 
ys great regard for Gehrig is a 
scene in the clubhouse, when the 





catcher kayos a pitcher who says 
a ay already affected by para- 
lysis, had ‘blown’ a ball game. Here 
also is one the flim’s ‘true’ inci- 
dents, when Gehrig falls over while 
trying to tie his shoelaces and Dickey 
motions to the other ballplayers not 
to embarrass him by help him 
up. As for Koenig and Meusel, they 
are merely momentary faces on the 
screen, 

The film is full of heart-tugs, from 
the tender scenes between Gehrig 
and his immigrant German parents; 
the understanding relationship be- 
tween the ballplayer and his wife; 
and finally that great moment in 
Yankee Stadium on July 4, 1939, 
when what seemed to be all of New 
York City, officials and fans alike, 
turned out for ‘Lou Gehrig Appre- 
ciation Day.’ ‘It was Gehrig’s fare- 
well to baseball and the first-base- 
man’s tearful, extemporaneous speech, 
in which, though virtually dying by 
inches, he called himself ‘the luckiest 
man in the world,’ was unforgettable. 
This is rather faithfully reproduced 
on the screen and it’s a choking fi- 
nale. Two years later Gehrig died, 
but no effort was made to depict the 
dreadful physical wasting of the for- 
mer ‘Iron Man’ of baseball. 

The technical end of the produc- 
tion rates special mention. e ac- 
tion in the ballparks, the fine super- 
imposing on scenes in Yankee Sta- 
dium, the montage, all are excellent 
and there are few flaws the real 
ball fans can catch. 

Aside from the length, Sam Wood 
did an admirable directorial job. 
The scenarists, with probable thanks 
to Gallico, are always in order with 
their baseball lingo. They’ve also 
provided one very accurate picture 
of the shenanigans and hilarity of 
a ball club en route home from a 
World Series victory. The ripping 
of shirts, suits and smashing of hats 
are no gags on such accasions. 

Every acting job in the film is su- 
perb. Cooper, Miss Wright, Bren- 
nan and Elsa Janssen are all top- 
notch, with the latter one of the 
most believable screen mothers seen 
in years. Ludwig Stossel, as Gehrig’s 
father, is slightly more theatrical, 
but yet delivering a fine portrayal 
of the doting father. Ernie Adams 
does a nice job of looking pretty 
much like the late Miller Huggins, 
but Harry Harvey is not a close 
copy of Joe McCarthy. Both, how- 
ever, are seen only briefly. Hardie 
Albright is properly insufferable as 
the rich youth who heckles Gehrig 
in his Columbia U. days, and Vir- 
ginia Gilmore does one good bit as 
an aide in the ribbing. 

Veloz and Yolanda deliver a socko 
dance routine in a Chicago cabaret 
setting, the supposed scene of Geh- 
rig’s first avowal of love for his fu- 
ture wife. This is also the brief spot 
for Ray Noble’s band, which is sub- 
merged for the singing of Irving Ber- 
lin’s ‘Always’ by an unbilled brunet. 
Goldwyn, a stickler for detail, paid 
Berlin a record $15,000 synchroniza- 
tion fee for his oldie ballad, solely 
because ‘Always’ was the real-life 
ballad thematic of Lou and Eleanor 
Gehrig’s romance. Scho, 


FLYING FORTRESS 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, June 13. 
Warner Bros. production and release. 
Stars Richard Greene, Carla Lehmann. Di- 
rected by Walter Forde. Original story by 


Brock Williams; scenario and dialog by 
Gordon Wellesley, Edward Dryhurst, Brock 
Williams. Camera, Basil Emmott. At Em- 
pire, London. Running time, 110 MINS. 

Simm BPOMCO. oc cccccsccccvcces Richard Greene 
Sydney Kelly.....csccccce: Carla Lehmann 
Lady Deborah..........++- Betty Stockfleld 
errr Donald Stewart 
Herrington. .i.-ccccccccccces Charles Heslop 
Lord Ottershaw.......+e+e+e+-- Sydney King 
WIIKINSON. .... ccccccccccccess Basil Radford 
NORE vo.5'5 d06e0s ieee cbeesccs Joss Ambler 
Don Billings. ......0-.-ee08- Edward Rigby 





When ‘Flying Fortress’ has been 
avidly scissored—especially in the 
opening buildup—it should have an 
appeal for American audiences. [WB 
has just decided to distrib it inter- 
nationally.] 

Story is told in three parts, the 
first in the U. S., where a millionaire 
playboy is fooling around with his 
airplane in mid-air after a hang- 
over; the second some realistic views 
of the bombing of London; and then 
the air trip to blitz Berlin. The first 
two parts can easily (and probably 
will) be cut. 

The technical details of the prep- 
arations and the Berlin flight from 
England, which were filmed with the 
cooperation of the authorities here, 
are interesting. The main stunt of 
the hero in climbing out of his plane 
and plugging a hole in its side is 
based on an actual occurrence. There 
are romance, comedy and excellent 
character drawings throughout. 

Richard Greene and Carla Leh- 
mann are starred. Greene seems to 
have gained more weight and vi- 
rility since his entry into the Army 
here. He gives an adequately manly 
romantic touch to the part of the 
hero, but nothing done by Miss Leh- 
mann in this picture entitles her to 
stellar distinction. Probably the 
fault of the script. Donald Stewart, 
as a hick pilot from America, stands 
out, as do also Charles Heslop, Syd- 
ney King and Edward Rigby, all in 
well-defined cameos. ; 

One of the most pretentious local 
Warner productions ever made. 
has been handsomely executed in 
all departments, but rain drawback 
is that ail these contemporary fly- 
ing heroics more or less resemble 
each other. Jolo. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Pride of the Yankees’ (RKO) 
(One song). Gary Cooper as 
Lou Gehrig; good boxoffice. 

‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). Brit- 
ish-made pic dealing with- 
bombing of Berlin. Well-made, 
but needs cutting. 

‘Stagecoach Buckaroo’ (U). 
Very good western with Johnny 
Mack Brown in the stirrups. 

‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono). Suit- 
able for moderate program pur- 
poses though tedious at times. 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreciations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy- 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VaRiety’s review and running time. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 
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Stagecoach Buckaroo 
(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Will Cowan produc- 
tion. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; features 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O'Day, Anne Nagel, 
Herbert Rawlinson. Directed by Ray Tay- 
lor; story, Arthur St. Claire; adaptation, Al 
Martin; camera, Jerome Ash; music and 
lyrics, Milton Rosen and Everett Carter. 
At New York, N. Y., dual, week July 7, 
‘42. Running time, 58 MINS. 





SDs 603 000 000s peseoe Johnny Mack Brown 
DU chivedcestenewioscacacha Fuzzy Knight 
BE vcccccessesocecosscscsccenclee Gan 
Picatevismndhd +> sectdecedeae Anne Nagel 
MOMGRIS. .cccccccccecoces Herbert Rawlinson 
RENE occccdeveocsoetessss Glenn Strange 
Db edcibepedeeoeneabsacess Ernie Adams 
PEs scdccccceccdcccscesesses Henry Hall 
ee ee Lloyd Ingraham 


The Guardsmen 


Johnny Mack Brown continues to 
be an ingratiating screen cowboy. 
In ‘Stagecoach Buckaroo’ he has a 
vehicle that will keep his fans intact. 
Western is far above the average, 
one of the reasons being a goodly 
amount of refreshing comedy. 


Film is compact, the well-plotted 
story is told forcefully, and the per- 
formances are good down the line, 
while for added flavor there are 
several songs. Fuzzy Knight, comic 
relief in all the Brown sagebrushers, 
sings ‘Don’t Ever Be a Cowboy’ him- 
self and does another, ‘Just Too Gosh 
Darn Bashful,’ with comely Nelli 
O’Day, a gal from westerns who 
should be near graduation day. The 
cowpuncher group known as The 
Guardsmen lends punch to ‘Wyomin’ 
Will Be a New Home’ and ‘Put It 
There.’ Last-mentioned is particu- 
larly good. 


Story deals with holdups of a 
stagecoach line operated by the 
father of Miss O’Day and the ultimate 
apprehension of the entire gang re- 
sponsible, headed’ by Herbert Raw- 
linson. Putting Knight and two 
others in women’s clothes as a 
means of foiling one attempt to hold 
up the coach draws plenty of laughs, 
while throughout Knight is always a 
source of comedy as the pal of 
Brown. 


In addition to Miss O’Day, there’s 
Anne St. Claire in the cast, an at- 
tractive sort whose voice records 
nicely. Others are of lesser impor- 
tance. Char. 


KLONDIKE FURY 


Monogram release of Maurice King pro- 
luction. Stars Edmund Lowe; features 
Lucile Fairbanks, Bill Henry, Ralph Mor- 
gan. Directed by William K. Howard; 
story, Tristam Tupper; adaptation, Henry 
Blankfort; film editor, Jack Dennis; camera, 
ie. Ee 


L. Wm. O'Connell. At New York, 


dual, week July 7, ‘42. Running time, 
68 MINS. 

De. Jobm ManGre. .osccccccess EdmundLowe 
rrr Cerrr Tr Lucile Fairbanks 
Sime ATWMRIOMNE. coceoscsssccesses Billi Henry 
Dr. Brady... cctcocececocese ROIpPR Morgan 
Mrs. Langton.....eseese++++---Mary Forbes 
Geet SMMUN. 006s ecbstess ceases Jean Brook 
etd an screeds deayenes ees Vince Barnett 
hss Che ueeae tbeghabdsceesnca’ Clyde Cook 
Sam Armstrong....-++..:- Robert Middlemass 
Si SD. Os. cctensindaeeeuee John Roche 


Flight Dispatcher. ..........+++:5 
Plight Dispatcher.......... 


Monte Blue 





‘Klondike Fury’ is a rather serv- 
iceable programmer in spite of the 
fact it becomes somewhat tedious, 
largely because of a lot of talk and 
not much action. Properly booked 
and exploited, picture should do all 
right. 

Although virtually all of the action 
takes place in the far north, this is 
essentially not a story of the big 
snows and he-men of the lumberjack 
country. It is, instead, the saga of a 
surgeon, whose reputation in the 
medical profession is ruined through 
an operation that failed. 

Taking up flying, he crashes in a 
storm in the Klondike and is nursed 
back to health at an obscure trading 
post, where he falls in love with a 
girl. Son of the owner of the trading 
post suffers from the same strange 
malady which prompted Edmund 
Lowe, the star, to perform the opera- 
tion in the states which ruined him. 
As expected, he operates on the man 
at the post, succeeds and goes on 
his way afterward. 

There are only a couple scenes 
out of doors, and these look like they 
were made in the studio, or with the 
aid of miniatures. Focused mostly 
on the interior of the Alaskan trad- 
ing post, camera shifts midway to a 
cutback to Lowe as the big city 
surgeon in illustrating the story he 
is telling to Lucile Fairbanks, who, 
along with Lowe, performs satisfac- 
torily. 

Others are Bill Henry, excellent as 
the trading post cripple, who also is 
in love with the gal, and Ralph Mor- 
gan, country doctor, who turns in a 





finished performance. Char. 








Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) MU J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) Cc T. Brown-F. Rice 
Syncopation (RKO 5/6 MU 88 A. Menjou-J. Cooper 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 C 7 M.z. Berie-B. Joyce 

Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M 55 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
Almost Married (U) Cc R. Paige-J. Frazee 

The Spoilers (U) 4/15 M 87 M. Dietrich-R. Scott 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 





Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5/20 C 72 W. Holden-F. Day 
Down Texas Way (Meno) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
In Old California (Rep) 6/10 WwW 88 J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
Stardust On The Sage (Rep) 5/27 WwW 65 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
The Cyclone Kid (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 M 62 G. Sanders-L. Bari 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 D J. Gabin-I. Lupino 
Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5/27 M 8 §S. Temple-W. Gargan 
Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 M 9 A. Sheridan-R, Regan 





WEEE OF RELEASE—6/4/42 





Submarine Raider (Col) M J. Howard-M. Chapman 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 C 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
One Thrilling Night (Mono) 7/1 M 69 J. Beal-W. McKay 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/3i WwW =58 T. Holt-F. Neal 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) Cc D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 
Tough As They Come (U) Cc B. Halop-B. Dunsley 
Lady Gangster (WB) M 62 F. Emerson-J. Bishop 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 





They All Kissed the Bride (Col) 6/3 C 86 Mz. Dougias-J. Crawford 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 MU 85 K. Kyser-E. Drew 

Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F.Craven-M. Howard 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 MU 68 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Danger in the Pacific (U) M D. Terry-L. Carrillo 
Silver Bullet (U) w J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 M 82 H. Bogart-J. Manning 
The Magnificent Dope (20th) 6/3 C $84 H. Fonda-D. Ameche 





WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 





Parachute Nurse (Col) M M, Chapman-P. Clark 
Riders of The Northlands (Col) w C,. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 M 79 V. MacLagien-E. 
Lady In A Jam (U C 83 I. Dunne-P. Knowles 
Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 





WEEK OF RELEASE-—-6/25/42 


Rubber Racketeers (Mono) 7/1 M 
Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 C 
Ten Gentlemen from West Point (20th) 6/3 M 
There’s One Born Every Minute (U) Cc H. Herbert-T. Brown 

Friendly Enemies (UA) Cc C. Winninger-C. Ruggles 


WEEK OF RELEASE 7/2/42 





65 
7 
104 
60 


R. Cortez-R. Hudson 
L. Velez-E. Errol 
G. Montgomery-M. O’Hara 











Lure of the Islands (Mono) M M. Hart 

Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) w R. Rogers-G, Hays 
Postman Didn’t Ring ( ) Cc R. Travis-B. Joyce 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) Cc R. Stock-B. Crawford 
Sergeant York (WB) 17/2/41 D 14 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/3 /42 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) M J. Beal-V. Field 
Top Sergeant (U) Cc L. Carrillo-A. Devine 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) D P. O’Brien-G. Ford 


Tumble Weed Trail (PRC) 


B. Boyd-A. Davis 
Ball of Fire (RKO) 


Ww 
M lil G. Cooper-B. Stanwick 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 





Prairie Gunsmoke (Col) w B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
Drums of the Congo (U) M S. Erwin-O. Munson 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 M 83 A. Sheridan-D. Morgan 
Jone of Ozark (Rep) Cc J. Canova-J. E. Brown 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 9/10/41 w 58 B. Jones-T. McCoy 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





Escape from Crime (WB) 6/3 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 


51 


R. Travis-J. Bishop 
118 


M 
D T. Power-J, Fontaine 





WEEK OF RELEASE 7/30/42 





Charley’s Aunt (20th) 
Invisible Agent (U) 
Lucky Legs (Col) 


C 8&8 J. Benny-K. Francis 
M I, Massey-J. Hall 
MU J. Falkenberg-K. Harris 





WEEK OF BELEASE—8/6/42 





Blondie For Victory (Col) Cc P. Singleton-R. Lake 
Dressed to Kill (20th) M 74 L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Pardon My Sarong (U) Cc Abott & Costello 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Torpede Boat (Par) 1/21 M 69 R. Arien-J. Parker 

Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 74 N. Kelly-R. Carlson 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 M 71 A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 MU 76 J. Canova-A. Jones 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 87 D. Dailey-D. Reed 
Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 M G62 F.Emerson-J. Bishop 
Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 4/15 M 70 J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 M 76 W.Lundigan-J. Rogers 
About Face (UA) 4/15 C 43 W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 
Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4/22 MU 4 E. Powell-R. Skelton 
Tortilla Flat (M-G) 4/22 D 105 S&S. Tracy-H. Lamarr 
Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 M 175 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 MU 77 ##£E. Bracken-J. Preisser 
Beyond the Biue Horizon (Par) 5/6 M 77 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 D 133 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
I Married an Angel (M-G) 5/20 MU 83 J.MacDonald-N. Eddy 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 M 66 M.Hunt-R. Carlson 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/27 M 93 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 70 ag Cartoon) 
Maisie Gets Her Man (M-G 5/27 Cc 8 rn-R. Skelton 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 MU 125 J. Cagney-J. Leslie 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 M 62 C. Stevens-I. 

e Gay Sisters (WB) 6/3 M 108 B. Stanwyck-G. Brent 
It Happened in Fiatbush (20th) 6/3 Cc 80 L. Nolan-C. Landis 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 M 65 J. Carroll-R. Hussey 
Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 C 80 W. Beery-M. Main 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 M & UL. Barrymore-P. Dorn 
Holiday Imn (Par) 6/17 MU 101 B. Crosby-F. Astaire 
Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 D 108 R. Stack-D. Barrymore 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 w 75 R. Dix-K. Taylor 
I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 M 73 C. Morris-J. Parker 
Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 Cc 80 R. Milland-B. Field 
Crossroads (M-G) 6/24 D S&S W. Powell-H. Lamarr 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 Ww 66 L. Nolan-D. Reed 
The Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 7/1 D 488 J. Cotton-D. C»stello 
United We Stand (20th) 7/1 66 News Recap 
The Young Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 118 R. Donat-R. Morley 
The Pied Piper (20th) 7/8 M 84 M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
Footlight Serenade (20th) 7/8 MU 81 J. Payne-B. Grable 
Loves of Edgar Allen Poe (20th) 1/8 M 6&7 J. Shepperd-L. Darnell? 
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| MRS. MINIVER IS 
OMING TO YOUR 
HOUSE TO STAY! 


i SE: FE, lin ag ar ana aDE: 
THE FIRST TIME 


__.Mexaorinary anneuncament EASY - 
IN SCRANTON HISTORY ma 
AMOTION PICTURE HAS BEEN = = iL6) 3 


BOOKED IN ADVANCE FOR D U PLI @ ATE 


TWO WEEKS! 
— Set these ads up 


locally. Use art 
: i el OE: work from 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN press-book 


eoreen vaseea 96 0i8 Pe... 
SELLS 


THAT WE HAVE ARRANGED 
IN ADVANCE TO SHOW IT FOR 
"MINIVER" 
2-WEEK RUN 


TWO WEEKS! 
Gens LA NRRRURRRT TMI ek 


An event of historic importance tn this city 


A unique picture 
that gets the top 
in promotion. Every 
pre-release engagement | 
is sensational. Double § 
your usual time and 


then clear the decks! 
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Of course it’s famed “Mrs. Miniver”! 
The biggest sensation in film annals! 
We are proud, we are fortunate to show it 
For TWO WEEKS so that all may see it— 
To give every man, woman and child in town 
The chance to see it without delay— 
And they'll see it again and again. 
It is a privilege to bring it to you 
AT NO ADVANCE IN PRICES! 


































The outstanding scoop of our entire career 

We are proud co have made it possible— 

A TWO WEEK engagement of famed “Mrs Mivive™ 
$o that all Scranton may see it without delay 





Simultaneous with its phenomenal Broadway rug 
At famed Radio City Music Hall! 
Imagine! The average picture plays there two weelp 
“Mrs. Miniver” is already in its 7th week 
Shattering every known record at that theatre! 
You will realize when you see it 
Why “Mrs, Miniver” is the screen’s greatest thrill 
Voted by press and public at the top of 
The Ten Best Motion Pictures of All Time! 


BE AMONG THE FIRST TO SEE IT! 


GREER GARSON -WALTER PIDGEON WALTER PIDGEON 


Directed by WILLIAM WYLER + Produced by SIDNEY FRANKLIN Oirected by WRLIAM WYLER * Produced by SIONEY PRANKLSD 


MRS. MINIVER | PP is MiNIVER 


with TERESA WRIGHT - DAME MAY WHITTY REGINALD OWEN - HENRY TRAVERS 

RICHARD NEY - HENRY WILCOXON » Screen Play by Arthur Wimperis, George Froeschel, 

Jomes Hilton & Claudine West - A WILLIAM WYLER Production Bosed on JAN STRUTHER'S 
Novel - A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE + (A Pre-Release Engogement) 


STARTING FRIDAY - JULY 24** 


STRAND 









Simultaneous with its sensational New York run 







Where it is smashing world's amusement records 

At renowned Radio City Music Hall in its 7th Big Weel 
Where more than a million people have seen it already? 
“Mrs. Miniver” stands alone among all past triumphs 
Voted at the cop of the All-Time Ten Best Filin Lisd, 
The picture 130 million Americans eagerly await 




















GREER GARSON 




























STARTING FRIDAY - JULY 24 
NO INCREASE IN PRICES! 


STRAND 


SE AMONG THE FIRST TO SEE IT! YOU WILL SEE IT AGAIN AND AGAIN! 
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Plenty H.0.s, But Good Biz in Chi: 
Duchin Zooming ‘Big Shot’ to $48,000, 


Downey-Wheeler 


Also Nifty, $20,000 








Chicago, July 14. 
Trade remains strong fhroughout 
ictures in 


the loop, with many L 
their holdover stages but still pull- 
jing in the customers, ‘Reap the Wild 


Wind, for instance, is in its eighth 
week in the loop, two in its hold- 
over session at the Apollo following 
long siege in the big State-Lake. 

It is three weeks for ‘Eagle Squa- 
dron’ in the Palace, where the pic- 
ture continues at an excellent pace. 
In the United Artists it’s a third 
week for ‘Tortilla Flat’ — 

‘Sergeant York’ is back in the loop 
and again in the Garrick, where it 
demonstrates its hardy character by 
hopping right into the money brack- 
ets from the opening bell. It’s a sec- 
ond week for ‘Gun for Hire’ and 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ combination in 
the Roosevelt, and it’s a second sés- 
sion for ‘Kings Row’ in the State- 
Lake. This last-minute flicker will 
go through several more weeks in 
the big capacity house at its pres- 
ent stride. , 

The only new pictures are in the 
Chicago and Oriental, and in these 
houses it’s the stage attraction that 
is getting the coin, Eddy Duchin 
orchestra is smashing ’em in the 

hicago and Morton Downey and 
Bert Wheeler are riding high in the 
Oriental coin stakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (1,200; 35-55-65-75)—‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par). This makes it 
two weeks here and eight in the 
loop. Continues briskly at $6,500, 
aiter $7,800 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and Eddy Duchin 
Strictly the Duchin name for 


orch, 

trade currently. Will get $48,000, 
wow take. Last week was also a 
winner at $41,400 for Phil Harris 


orch and ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th). 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— York’ (WB) (revival). Back in 
the loop api still a coin-puller, 


heading for $5,500 for its first week 
on repeat. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Flying Music’ 
(UA), nice $5,200. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—'San Quentin’ (PRC) and 
vaude. Morton Dowrpy, Bert 
Wheeler heading vaude show and 
accounting for fine business this 
week; at least $20,000. Last week, 
‘Top Sergeant’ (U) and Bob Chester 
orch plus Joe E. Lewis was another 
smash winner at $20,500. 

(2,500; 33-44-66-75) 


Palace (RKO) 

—Eagie Squadron’ (U) and ‘In 
Groove’ (U) (3d wk). Striding 
right along to big money profits, 
heading for at least $12,000 this 
week, following great $17,200 last 


week, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts’ (20th) (2d wk). Fig- 
uring to snatch good $9,000 this 
week, after having snagged nifty 
$11,900 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Came up with fat $18,200 last week; 
the flicker will stick to fine pace at 
$15,000 currently. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
85-55-65-75)—Tortilla’ (M-G) (a 
wk). Holding excellently at $9,000 
this week, following snappy $10,200 

Woods ‘Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
last week, 
85)—Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB) (2d wk). Holding 
to $4,000 currently, following okay 
$5,800 last week. 


‘ABOVE ALL’ TERRIFIC 
$13,000 IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, July 14. 

Nice product lineup helping here 
for all around good response. Top 
activity is being chalked up by “This 
Above All,’ at the New. ‘My Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ is also faring excep- 
tionally well at the Stanley. Rest 
of list in excellent shape, including 
holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55)—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). 
Might reach fair $11,000. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G), n. g 








$8,200. 
_Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66)—‘Flight Lieu- 


tenant’ (Col) plus Russ Morgan orch 
On stage. Hitting strong pace, thanks 
to fulsome help from stage layout. 
Aiming for good $16,000. Last week, 
Kissed Bride’ (Col) plus vaude 
headed by Benny Rubin in p.a., good 


$15,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger), (2,406; 17- 
33-40-55-65)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(3d wk). Very solid $9,000, after 


Smash total of $33,700 for previous 


brace, 
_.Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
True to Army’ (Rep) (2d wk). 


Steady pace to $3,000, after okay ini- 





tial sesh to $4,200. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581: 17-28-35- 


wv 


44)—‘This, Above All’ (20th). Reach- 
ing for $13,000, tremendous figure for 
this limited seater. Last week. sec- 
ond of ‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th), 
added nice $4,300 to steady $7,100 on 
first time ‘round. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par). Very solid 
at estimated $15,000. Last week, 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) revival, okay $10,- 
400 considering previous big results 
in earlier extended dating. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55)—Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M- 
G) (moveover). Mild at $3,000 after 
similarly lukewarm sesh in down- 
stairs Century. Last week, ‘Pacific 
Rendezvous’ (M-G), n.g. at $2,300. 


“MINIVER’ BOFF 
$13,000 IN 
L VILLE 


Louisville, July 14. 

Weather here is real old-fashioned 
summer heat, but film houses are 
doing crackerjack business. Matinee 
biz is on the light side, but nights 
are big, most of the trade coming 
within a two-hour period, 7:30 to 
9:30. At that time most of the 
downtown houses have b.o. lines, 
and traffic is heavy. 

Loud b.o. concussion is heard at 
Loew’s State, where ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
is packing ’em in playing solo. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Tarzan’s Adven- 
ture’ (M-G) and ‘Ellery Queen’ 
(Col), Moved here after fine week 
at Loew’s State. Continuing good 
pace to $2,000. Last week, ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par) and ‘Night New Or- 








leams’ (Par), on moOveover from 
Rialto, trim $2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—‘Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G) and 


‘Invaders’ (Col), 
for Scandal’ (M-G) and 
(WB). Avera 

‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(U) (2d run), 


split with ‘Design 
‘Male Ani- 
Last 
(Par) and 
excellent 


mal’ 
Ailaa 


week, 
‘Saboteur’ 
$2,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300: 15- 
30-40 )—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Much- 
talked-about pic received fine ex- 
ploitation, topped by p.a. of Jan 
Struther opening night Friday (10). 
Looks to zoom down the stretch for 
terrific $13,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
Adventure’ (M-G) and ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col), fine $8,500 and move- 
over. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Sharing with other main stem 
houses a bumper weekend biz. Good 
$3,500, after last week’s splendid 
$5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Es- 
cape from Hong Kong’ (U). Catch- 
ing largely soldiers and defense 
workers. Aiming at pretty fair $7.- 
500. Last week, ‘Gentlmen West 
Point’ (20th) and ‘Happened in 
Flatbush’ (20th), sturdy $9,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) —Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and 
‘Mexican Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO). 
Looks like combo likely to garner 
good share of the family trade; prob- 
ably $4,000. Last week, ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U) and “Tough As Come’ 
(U), splendid $4,400. 


Tarzan, Jr., Hypos Pic 


To Fair $2,900 in Lincoln | 


Lincoln, July 14. 

The circus, plus Lincoln’s first 
taste of 106-degree temperature, took 
a solid slice out of boxoffice grosses 
the past week. Only bright spot was 
personal appearance of Johnny Shef- 
field, Tarzan, Jr., at the Stuart to 
plug War Bond sales opening day of 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—‘Gentlemen West Point’ 
(Fox). Fair $2,900. Last week, 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G), excellent $3,500. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 


236: 10-20-28)— Man Wouldn't Die’ 
(20th). Fair $900. Last week, 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G), fair 
$1,000. 


State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
30)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Flying 
With Music’ (UA). So-so 
Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
and ‘Helio Annapolis’ (Col), ditto. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) 1,859; 
10-30-44)—‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M- 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 16 
Astor — ‘The Pride of 
Yankees’ (RKO) (15). 
(Reviewed in this issue) 

Capitol—‘Her Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Criterion — ‘Maisie Gets Her 
Man’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(3d week). 

(Reviewed in “Variety’ June 17) 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (8th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music Hall—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (7th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Paramount — ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Roxy— This Above All’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Strand—‘The Big Shot’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Week of July 23 


the 


Astor — “The Pride of the 
Yankees’ (RKO) (15). 
Capitol—‘Tarzan’s New York 


Adventure’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 15) 

Globe—Eagie Squadron’ (U) 
(4th week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (9th week). 

Musie Halli—They All Kissed 
the Bride’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Paramount—‘Priorities on Pa- 
rade’ (Par). 

Roxy—'This Above All’ (20th) 
(2d week). 

Strand—‘The Big Shot’ (WB) 
(2d week). 


EAGLE, $27,00 
NIFTY IN HUB 


ee 


Boston, July 14. 
After a flurry of holdovers in past 
few weeks, local houses brought in 
new bills this week and business 
jumped. ‘Eagle Squadron,’ well- 
ballyed, is catching most of it, with 
‘Juke Girl’ also holding its own. 

‘Moontide’ isn’t clicking too well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-60) 
—'Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Night Before 
Divorce’ (20th). Moved in from the 
Memorial for fifth frame; pulling 
good $14,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WB) and ‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U), 
$13,660. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 








‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Mad Martin- 
dales’ (20th). Pretty lean $5,000. 
|Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) 
| and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par), 
$6,000. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 30- 


| 44-55-60 )—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and | 


|‘You're Telling Me’ (U).. This week’s 
j}leader with tasty $27,000. Last week, 
i\‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Night Be- 


ifore Divorce’ (20th), tidy $16,000 for | 


a fourth stanza. 


week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th), $19,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
Desperate Ellery Queen’ (Col). No 
great shakes at $18,000. Last week, 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Married an 
Angel’ (M-G), $19,000. ; 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-44- 
60)—‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Mad 
Martindales’ (20th). Fading to $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
(20th) and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par), $12,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50-60 )— 





Fair $14,000. 
(UA) and 
okay $16,000. 
(900; 17-28- 
(Mono) 


Queen’ (Col). Last 
|'week, “Twin Beds’ 
| ried an Angel’ (M-G), 
| Translux (Translux) 
|44-55)—‘Meet the Mob’ 
\‘Flight Command’ (M-G). 
000. Last week, ‘She’s in Army’ 
(Mono) and ‘Ellery Queen Murder’ 
(Col), $4,500. 


Wilcox-Neagle Get Set 


Herbert Wilcox, planning early re- 
turn to England, was in New York 
last week discussing. plans for his 
next Hollywood production with N. 
Peter Rathvon and Ned E. Depinet. 
Anna Neagle will be starred and 
story is to have Canadian-London 
background. 

Wilcox and Miss Neagle recently 
completed a Canadian tour during 
which they helped raise $250,000 for 
the Air Marshal Bishop Fund in aid 
of the Air Cadet League of Canada. 








G). Fair $2,900. Last week, ‘Gun 
for Hire’ (Par), fair $2,700. 

Varsity (Noble Federer) (1,100; 10- 
30-44)—‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO). Grat- 
ifying with $3,200. Last week, ‘Set 
| York’ (WB), excellent $3,500. 





Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-44- | 


55-60)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Was 
Framed’ (WB). Not overly spec- | 
tacular. at $22,000, but okay. Last 


‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Ellery | 
*“Mar- | 


and | 


Fair $3,- | 


N.Y. Biz Slightly Dull But ‘Miniver’, 
Wow $100,000 in 6th Wk. and Holds; 
‘Spy Ship’, 236, ‘Angel’, 186, No Dice 





The tone of business on Broadway 
currently is on the dullish side, but 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ continues to be an 
outstanding exception. It’s now in its 
sixth week at the Music Hall and 
still going like Johnny Walker. 

‘Miniver’ will hit over $100,000 
this stanza and goes a seventh, be- 
coming the first picture in the 10- 
year history of the Hall to remain 
that long. In gross for the six weeks 
it will have rolled up $638,000. Prior 
record was held by ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ which did $570,000 on six 
weeks, with its run including a New 
Year’s holiday. 

New pictures of the week include 
‘Spy Ship’ at the Strand, accompa- 
nied by the holdover of Raymond 
Scott, and ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
which is on a one-week date at the 
straight-film .Capitol. Neither are 
getting anywhere. 

‘Spy Ship’ looks only about $23,- 
000, very slim, and goes out tomor- 
row night (Thursday). Opening the 
following day will be ‘The Big Shot’ 
and the Jerry Wald orchestra, plus 
Judy Canova. 

Cap looks 
weak, with ‘Angel.’ 
placed tomorrow morning (Thurs- 
day) by ‘Her Cardboard ver.’ 


The Paramount begins its second 
week today (Wednesday) with ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary?’ and, on the 
stage, Hal McIntyre, Larry Adler 
and Connee Boswell. Initial seven 
days turned very satisfactory $47,- 
000. 

State, which has had several big 
weeks recently, is holding up very 
well with ‘Ship Ahoy’ second-run 
and Will Bradley’s orchestra, Cynda 
Glenn, others. Indications point to 
approximately $28,000, perhaps a 
bit less. 

Dropping a little, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ wound up its sixth roadshow 
week at the Hollywood Friday night 
(10) at $21,000, but still a very good 
profit. The picture stays here in- 
definitely. 

A major opening is ‘Pride of Yan- 
kees’ tonight (Wednesday) at the 
Astor at $2.20 tops and at the same 
time for one shot only in 40 RKO 
and Skouras theatres at $1.10. Be- 
ginning tomorrow (Thursday) film 
goes on a continuous run at the 
Astor only at a scale of 55c and $1.10. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 55-$1.10)—— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Goldwyn) 
preems here tonight at $2.20 top, all 
seats reserved, while starting tomor- 
row, film will be played on a con- 
tinuous policy at 55c. and $1.10. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Married Angel’ (M-G). 
Gets only one week on a pace sug- 
gesting no more than about $18,000, 
slender. Last week, second for ‘Ship 
| Ahoy’ (M-G), fair at $22,000. ‘Her 
| Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) opens to- 
morrow morning (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). 
Slim $6,500 and will be replaced to- 
(Wednesday) by ‘Maisie Gets 
Her Man’ (M-G). Last week, ‘Jack- 
ass Mail’ (M-G), held up nicely to 
top $10,000. good. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-99) 

‘Suicide Squadron’ (U) (2d wk). 
Showing strong pull at indicated $16,- 
000, or better, this week, while first 
stanza was $20,000. Remains over. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20 )—‘Dandy’ (WB) (7th wk). 
Slowing up somewhat, with last week 
(6th) being $21,000. The preceding 
round (5th) was $24,000. A good 
profit still being shown, 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75 )}—‘Broadway’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) (list run), 
dualed. These two look a good 
| $9,000. Last week, United We 
Stand’ (20th) and ‘It Happened in 
Flatbush’ (20th), both Ist run, $8,000, 


mild. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
(Par) and, on stage, Hal McIntyre 
band, Connee Boswell and Larry Ad- 
ler (2d-final wk). Tees off on hold- 
over today (Wednesday); first week, 
$47,000, good profit. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
Vaughn Monroe, $50,000, big. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Min- 
iver’ (M-G) and stageshow (6th wk). 
A whizz biz-getter, this week (6th) 
being over $100,000, immense. Last 
week (5th) over the Fourth was a 
sensational $109,000. Film holds a 
seventh week, first time any has gone 
beyond six here, and there were only 
three others that stayed that long. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Men of Texas’ (U). Probably $7,- 
000, oke. ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M- 
G) went only five da: :, getting but 


$3,500, poor. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75- 
85-90) ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
and stageshow (2d-final wk). With 
the aid of the July 4 holiday soared 
to $47,000 on the first week, strong, 
off sharply to $30,000 on the 


only about $18,000, 
It will be re- 





| day 





j but 





holdover, light. ‘This Above All’ 
(20th), which had an advanced 
price run at the Astor, opens to- 
morrow (Thursday). 


State (Loew’s) (3,450: 39-44-55- 
75-99-$1.10)—‘Ship ‘Ahoy’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and Will Bradley, Cynda 
Glenn, others, in person. Plenty 


of action here this week, probably 


$28,000, or close, very good. Last 
week ‘Reap: Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
run) and Milton Berle, latter on 


holdover, $45,000, smash takings. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Spy Ship’ (WB) (ist wk) and 
Raymond Scott (2d-final wk). Slen- 
der $23,000 seen, with result new 
show comes in Friday (17). Last 
week ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (repeat 
here) and Scott on his first week, 
only $20,000, very anemic. 


BWAY, $21,000, 
BRIGHT IN DET.. 


-—-—- 





_ Detroit, July 14. 
Boxoffice biz continues brisk in 
the first-runs here, where heavy 
war spending has been a factor for 
months. Biggest shouting is at the 
Michigan, where ‘This Gun for 
Hire,’ coupled with the stage ap- 
pearance of the Tommy Dorsey 
orch, is smash. Also on the heavy 
money side is the Fox, with ‘Broad- 
way’ and ‘Private Buckaroo.’ 


Typical of the ‘:old-over strength 
here is ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and 
‘Hay Foot,’ moved to the Palms- 
State after three weeks at the 
Michigan; ‘10 Gentlemen from West 
Point’ and ‘Meet the Stewarts,’ con- 
tinuing at the Adams after a week 
at the Fox, and ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ 
and ‘Maisie Gets Her Man.’ held for 
a second week at the United Artists, 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 40-55- 
65)—Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Pair, 
moved from Fox, good for choice 
$7,200. Last week ‘Marie Roget’ 
(U) and ‘Mad Market Street’ (U), 


sound $7,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 40-55- 
65:—‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U). Strong $21,000. Last 
week ‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col), slick 
349,500, 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65 )—‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 


Tommy Dorsey band on. stage. 
Smash _ $47,000. Last week ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) and ‘Hay Foot’ 


(UA) (3d wk), great $16,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA). Movye- 
over getting big $13,000. Last week 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Ships 
with Wings’ (UA), fine $11,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(7,000; 40-55-65)—‘Tarzan’s. Treas- 
ure’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie Man’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Good $10,000, following 
$14,000 in first stanza. 


‘Reap,’ $20,000, Smash 
In H.0. Newark Week 


. Newark, July 14. 

Playing its second week as a solo, 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is still terrific, 
doing the best holdover biz the Par- 
amount has hag in years. 

‘Ship Ahoy’ is getting a fine play 
at Loew’s. Also in the chips is ‘10 
Gentlemen From West Point’ in sec- 
ond stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-55-60-75) 
—Broadway’ (U) and ‘Atlantic Con- 
voy’ (Col). Average $15,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (revi- 
val) and ‘All-American Co-ed’ (UA), 
disappointing $14,500. 

Capitel (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44)— 
‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). 
Cool weather is helping the take 
here; favorable $2,900. Last week, 
‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par), satisfactory $3,- 
200 in eight-day run. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
25-35-44-55-75)—"Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Pic, in second week 
at tilted price scale, reaping blazing 
$20,000. Last week, ——e 

Proctor’s (RKG> (3,400; 35-44-60- 
70-85 )—‘Gentlemen West Point’ 
(20th) and ‘Whispering Ghost’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Two nights of vaude help- 
ing to sturdy $16,700. Last week, 
booming $21,000. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 30-40-50-65- 
75)—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G). Climbing to 
sock $18,000 and may hold. st 
week, “Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Gen- 
tleman After Dark’ (UA), okay 
$14,000. 
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12 VARIETY Wednesday, July 15, 1942 






The most unusual premiere in all : 
motion picture history! 


#2°% 100,000 PEOPLE 
Se crowding 
Al 




















THEATRES 


in the New York City metropolitan 
area, for the first public perform- 
ances of the finest. picture ever 
made by 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN 








DE OPENING ITS #2.20-TOP RUN AT THE ASTOR THEATRE 
=. and playing one premiere performance only at $1.10 a seat in the following 
a forty RKO theatres - 
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Only 1 New Film in $.F., B.O.s Lag: 


Eagle’ Big $14,000 





in 3d, ‘Juke’ 2d 136 


= 
a 





San Francisco, July 14. 

With only one new bill, and that a 
revival, showing currently, San 
Francisco grosses are lagging. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and “True to Army 
(Par) (2d wk). This combo is bring- 
ing in the coin to the tune of $13,000. 
Last week, $23,500, socko. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d wk). Stage end headed by Nan 
Rae and Mrs. Waterfall. House sel- 
dom holds over, but this show called 
for a second stanza. Get good 
$16,000. Last week, $23,500, terrific. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- 
65) — ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘About Face’ (UA) (3d wk). There’s 
no stopping ‘Squadron,’ which is 
adding up to $14,000 for its third ses- 
sion. Last week, $17,800, great. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—'Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘This 
Time Keeps’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$11,000. Last week, $17,000, big. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) (4th 
wk on Market street). Bringing in 
$6.000. Last week, $7,000, big. 

Unite (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) —‘Yank in Philip- 
pines’ (UA) (revival) and ‘Aunt 
Emma’ (Mono). 000. Last 
week, ‘Mister V’ (UA) and ‘Flying 
with Music’ (UA) (2d wk), $5,800, 
fair. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—‘Magnificent * (20th) and 
‘Whispering G (20th) (24 wk). 
Good for $11,000. Last week, $16,000, 
good. 








‘TORTILLA’ GOOD 126 
IN HOT MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, July 14. 

Temporary stage show gives ‘Tor- 
tilla Flat’ the boxoffice-right of way 
as the most important and potent 
loop offering. Retention of ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ and ‘Invaders’ for 
third weeks limits the public’s 
choice, the only other newcomers, 
aside from the Aster’s dualers, being 
‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point’ 
and ‘Henry and Dizzy.’ 

First warm weather of the sum- 
mer over the weekend was an ad- 
verse boxoffice influence. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th) and “True 
to Army’ (Par), first-runs in for 
four days and should reach nice $1,- 
700. ‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO) 
and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA), also 
first-runs, opened Tuesday (14). 
Last week, ‘Greater Glory’ (UA) (re- 
issue) and ‘Pearl Harbor’ (Rep), fair 
$2,100 in seven days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-50-60)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Moved here after stupendous fort- 
night at State. Still hitti on all 
cylinders. .Good $4,500 likely, after 
$25,900 in initial fortnight. Last 
week, ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (2d 
run), big- $10,000 for first pop price 
showing (30-40-50). 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
“Henry and Dizzy’ (Par). Radio 
prestige helps, but no cast names. 
owever, pretty fair $2,500 in pros- 
oe Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U), big 


_ Orpheum (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
Gentlemen West Point’ (20th). Well- 
liked picture and may build via 
favorable reviews and  word-of- 
mouth; mild $6,000. Last week, ‘Gun 
for Hire’ (Par) and Eddy Duchin 
band, tremendous $23,000, 
; State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Advance pub- 
licity, effective advertising cam- 
paign helping take. Big $12,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par) (2d wk), great $9,000 
at 40-50-60c, dime boost, after huge 
$16,000, first week. 

(1,100; | 30-40)— 


...Uptewn (Par) 
Male Animal’ (WB). First nabe 
Heading for good $3,600. 





showing. 
Last week, ‘Song of Island’ (20th), 
satisfactory $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40- 
50-55)—Invaders’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Made to order for this spot and 
still delivering. Stretching toward 
g00d $2,500, after good $7,500 and 
$3,000 initial’ stanzas. 


J. C. Biz Mediocre, But 
Ship’ Sturdy $17,500 


: Jersey City, July 14. 
: Mediocre take this week, with only 
Ship Ahoy,’ at Loew's, getting bet- 
ter than so-so business. Gas ration- 
ing, , 200d weather and new bills 
—" helping matters in the slight- 


Estimates for This Week 
_Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-40- 
55-60)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (Col). Building to fine | 
$17,500, best biz house has enjoyed | 











Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ne a $° ,92:,500 
(Based on 27 cities, 162 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, rncrudtng 
ee 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...... o++ + $1,575,300 
(Based on 27 cities, 168 theatres) 








in months. Last week, “Twin Beds’ 
(UA) and ‘Gentleman After Dark’ 
(UA), good $14,800. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-60-75) 
—‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U). Average 
$14,500 in sight. Last week, ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘Suicide Squadron’ 
(Rep), weak $13,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55- 
60-75)—‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
(20th) and ‘United We Stand’ (20th). 
Lack of marquee names keeping this 
duo down to mediocre $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th), 
favorable $13,000. 


BETTE, $8800 
GOOD IN K. C. 


Kansas City, July 14. 

Film row is bright, not 
especially auspicious. 
Tower with Ozzie Nelson and Har- 
riet Hilliard on stage and ‘It Ha 
pened in Flatbush’ on screen. 
This Our Life,’ solo at Newman, is 
also making a good play. 

Weather, which had been unsea- 
sonably rainy and cool, followed up 
the Fourth weekend with midsum- 
mer temperatures, and cooling sys- 
tems are beginning to be appre- 
ciated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U). Satisfac- 
tory $6,000. Last week, ‘Gerjtlemen 
West Point’ (20th), average $6,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
H.o.s rarity here. Currently $10,000, 
very pleasant followup to last week’s 
$17,000, very big. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—This Our Life’ (WB). Usual 
amount of Bette Davis trade; $8,800, 
good and holds. Last week, ‘Gun for 
Hire’ (Par) and ‘Our Russian Front’ 

(Indie), average $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and ‘All-Ameri- 
can Co-Ed’ (UA) (2d wk). Second 
week holding its own at $5,500. Last 
week, pleasing $7,800. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-30- 
50)—‘Happened in Flatbush (20th) 
with Ozzie Nelson band and Harriet 
Hilliard on stage. Top scaie of 
prices on this combo and proving a 
good draw. May hit $11,000, excel- 
lent. Last week, “True to Army’ 
(Par) with Mayris Chaney heading 
vaude, nice $7,500. 





‘DOPE’ SMART $10,000 
AS CINCY SLOWS UP 


Cincinnati, Juiy i4. 

Cinema centre’s b.o. temperature is 
several degrees under last week, yet 
in okay summer stride. Top tugger 
currently is ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ in second 
week at Capitol. Pic’s initial fort- 
night's pace is Cincy’s all-time fastest 
in pop-scale range. 

Of the fresh releases, ‘Magnificent 
Dope,’ at Palace, is the front runner, 
a length ahead of ‘Lady in a Jam’ at 
the Albee. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U). Fair $9,000. Same 
last week for ‘Cardboard Lover’ 





(M-G). 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 17-40-44-60) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Strong $13,000 on heels of smash $18,- 
500 in initial stanza. Burg’s biggest 
all-time grosser at pop scale. _ 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par) and ‘Whis- 
pering Ghost’ (20th), split with 
‘Heart of Rio Grande’ (Rep) and 
‘Black Doll’ (PRC). Steady $2,000. 
Ditto last week on ‘Mad Monster’ 
(PRC) and ‘Strangler’ (PRC), 
divided with ‘Let’s Get. Tough’ 
(Mono) and ‘She’s in Army’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U). Good $5,500. 
Same take last week for ‘Maisie Gets 
Man’ (M-G), plus ‘Russian Front’ 
(ind) (2d run), for excellent mark. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tarzan’s New York Adventure’ (M- 
G) (24 wk). Fair $3,000. Last week 
(1st), very good $6,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Rus- 
sian Front’ (Ind). Second moveover 
for third week on main line. Okay 

. Last week, ‘Remember Pearl 


$3,300 
is | Harbor’ (Rep), brutal $2,500. 


Paiace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). Dandy 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
(revival), six days, no dice, $6,500. 


‘JUKE’ FAIR $11,000 IN 
CLEVE.; ‘MINIVER’ 2D 156 


Cleveland, July 14. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ is still hitting high 
on pushover te Loew’s Stillman and 
aiming for $15,000, after collecting 
$26,800 on initial stanza at Loew’s 
State. Only opponent in sight is 
‘Magnificent Dope,’ needled by Phil 
Harris’ orchestra, which looks like it 
will pass it by three lengths. 

Hipp is hobbling along with ‘Juke 
Girl,’ but. ‘Take a Letter’ is singing a 
sweeter tune for State. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55 )— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (3d wk). Gaited for 
nearly $5,000, good for a h,o., follow- 
ing fine $7,500 for last round. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB). Sheridan- 
Reagan team helping to pull it up to 
neighborhood of fair $11,000, just 
okay. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
at pop prices, got $10,500, ordinary. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Doing 
better on moveover, $4,000 in sight. 
Last week, “This Our Life’ (WB) (4th 
wk), $1,200, moderate. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 











70)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) plus 








Dull Pix Add Up to Weak L. A. B.0.; 
‘Ambersons Mild $22300, ‘Lover’ 
Aims for $23,100, Horizon, 236 





Broadway Grosses 


. Estimated Total Gross 
ED WEOGE. cc cc ccswsre $322,500 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee OOP... acauss ees $255,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 











Phil Harris orch on stage. Garner- 
ing good $18,000 and perhaps a shade 
over. Last lap, ‘Syncopation’ (RKO) 
with Bernie Cummins orch, Bert 
Wheeler and Frances Faye on stage, 
got burnped by the terrific competish, 
around $14,000, poor. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
—Take Letter’ (Par). Good $13,000. 
Last chapter, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), 
socko $26,800. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) Running 
away with heftiest take of season for 
moveover, punching out $15,000. Last 
week, “Tarzan Adventure’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), average $4,500. 


DARLING NEAT 
$16,500 IN WASH. 


Washington, July 14. 
Grosses snapped back into high 
gear after the holiday with no sign 
of the usual mid-July lull. Sizzling 
heat has been delayed, which helps 
downtown first runs. 
‘Moontide’ with vaude, at Capitol, 





and “Take A Letter, Darling, at} 


Palace, have turnstiles heated. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3,434); 28-39-44- 
66 )—‘Moontide’ (20th) with vaude- 
ville headed by Linda Ware and 
Russell Swann. Good $22,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th) with vaude headed by Cynda 
Glenn, swell $22,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 

‘Tortilla Fiat’ (M-G). First-rate 
$5,500 last week. ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G), mild $4,500. 
__Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) with 
vaudeville headed by Dennis Day. 
Good $19,500 indicated. Last week, 
‘Larceny’ (WB) with vaude headed 
by Roy Rogers, good $19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U). Earned a hold- 
over at $8,000, after tip top open- 


ing week of $12,000. 
Metroplitan (WB) ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (2d run). Sparkling 


$8,500 and may hold. Last week. 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (2d run), 
smash $8,900 and could have held. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par). Out front for 
brilliant $16,500. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
men West Point’ (20th), good $15,000. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Pix With Something On the Ball Doing Well— Miniver,’ 
‘Squadron, ‘Above All,’ ‘Reap’ Uniformly Good 


In spite of July heat and other factors which nor- 
mally beat business down at this time of the year, 
gross reports would indicate-that where pictures have 
anything on the ball they are daing exceptionally well. 
Against these, however, are numerous films of lesser 
note that are in the disappointing column. 
are reported this week for 
Lieutenant’ (Col), which is heading for a strong $16,- 

000 in Baltimore, aided by a vaude show, and is okay 1 
in Omaha at $4,000. Another new one is ‘Are Hus- 
It wound up its first week 
at the Paramount, N. Y., last might (Tuesday) at a 


Initial dates 


bands Necessary?’ (Par). 


solid $47,000. 


the sixth week in N. Y. and goes a 


around the country. 





‘The Big Shot’ (WB), fresh from the Warner stable, 
appears to be a champ, judging from the wow $48,000 
it will get in Chicago currently, plus the swell $10,000 
estimated for it in Buffalo. Flying the same Warner 
colors is ‘Spy Ship’ but it isn’t showing any speed on 
its New York date, where looking a poor $23,000. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), an outstander and no doubt a 
showman's prayer for the summer, continues very 
strong on holdover or moveover dates, while terrific 
at an indicated $13,000 on its first (current) Louisville 
stanza. Film will get a bullish $100,000 or better on 


record length of run at the Music Hall. ‘Miniver’ 
ranges from good to big in holdovers or moveovers 


Uniformly steady is ‘This Above All’ (20th). A zingy 








Baltimore. 


‘Flight 


seventh to set a two Los 


$18,000, Newark; 


- 


burgh; swell $19,000 in St. Louis and sock $13,000 at 


Comparatively new is ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). which 
appears a winner all the way. On dates in Boston. San 
Francisco, Buffalo, Baltimore, Chicago and New York 
(mostly holdovers), it is clicking solidly. In a couple 
spots ‘Eagle’ is now on third strong weeks. 

‘Sergeant York’ (WB), sent on national release July | 
, Tanges from an okay $5,500 in Kansas City on its 
second week there, to a nifty $3,500 in Providence and 
a nice $5,500 in Chicago. 


Appearing to be doing satisfactorily is ‘Magnificent | Window’ 
Dope’ (20th). While just fair in Pittsburgh, and light | $4,690 on second stanza. 
on its holdover in N. Y., the film is on the way to a | 
good $11,000 on holdover in San Francisco, $18,000 in 
Cleveland with a stageshow, $15,000 in Omaha where 
also having a stage bill for companionship, and dandy 
$10,000 out in Cincinnati. 

Sundry gross reports include ‘They All Kissed Bride’ 
(Col), fair $32,000 in Boston; ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) good 
$7,000, St. Louis; 
$20,000 in Buffalo; ‘It Happened in Flatbush’ (20th); 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO), moderate $22,300 in 
Angeles theatres; 
(Par), dull $13,500, Brooklyn; ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), sock 


‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (M-G), big 


‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ 


‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) a 


choice $7,200 for Detroit and ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), 


blazing $20,000 on holdover in Newark while still brisk 


$23,000 is seen in Philadelphia; great $16,500 in Pitts- on its eighth Chicago lap. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Fairish attractions are making 
for so-so business here, with prod- 
uct being just as light as the takes. 
Many of the pix are going into or- 
dinarily unwarranted holdover ses- 
sions. 

State and Chinese, with ‘Her 
Cardboard Lover’ and ‘Grand Cen- 
tral Murder,’ aiming at $23,700 for 
town’s top figure. Two Paramounts, 
with ‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ and 
‘Sweater Girl,’ should bounce to 
around $23,000, while Hillstreet and 
Pantages, with ‘Magnificent Amber- 
sons’ and ‘Mexican Spitfire,’ are 
trailing close behind with moder- 
ate $22,300 and hold for six exira 
days. 

Torrid temperatures prevailing 
and further denting biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,516; 
35-44-55-65-75) — “Ten Gentiemen 


West Point’ (20th) and ‘fiecret 
Agent Japan’ (20th). Being held 
second week on -for 200, 
Last week, pair brought nice $3,100. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 
33-44-55-65-75 )—Cardboard ver 


and ‘Married Angel’ (M-G), collect- 
ed rosy $14,000. 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Set. York’ (WB). Linger- 
ing for second stanza that augurs 
smooth $7,000. Last week $8.500 on 
start of regular price run. 
55-65).—"Friendly Enemies’ (UA) 

y— y (UA 
and short ‘This Is Blitz.’ 
around for likely $2,000, following 
$2,900 tilled last week. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—“Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA) and 
‘She’s in Army’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
Heading for $3,700 and _ strong 
enough to for third. Last 
week, sizable 000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 34-44-55- 
65-75) —Sgt. York’ (WB). Anticipat- 
ing $5,800 on holdover. Last week, 
r.ederate $8,300. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65) —“Powder Town’ (RKO) and 
‘On Sunny Side’ (20th) with Merry- 
macs heading stage show. Expeci- 
ing good $13,500. Last week, “Moon- 
light Masquerade’ (Rep) and ‘Sing 
Your Worries Away’ (RKO) and 
Sally Rand, rang up smacking $16,- 
400 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65- 
85 )—‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost’ 
(RKO). Not too good and strug- 
gling for $12,000. Last week, $6,200 
for ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Privaie 
Buckaroo’ (U), on five-day holdover 
of second week. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—Beyond Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘Sweater. Girl’ (Par). 
Combination geared for $14,000, but 
will hold over. Last week, This'Gun 
Hire’ (Par) and ‘Henry Dizzy’ 
(Par), on second week, fair $10,000 
on six-day stay. 

Paramount Hellyweod (F&M) 
(1,409: 44-55-65-75)—"“Beyond Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par). Light $9,000, but staying 
for second week, due to product 
dearth. Fair $7,200 for six days iast 
week on holdover of “Gun” (Par) 
and ‘Henry Dizzy’ (Par). 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.872; 33- 
44-55-65) —"Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mexican Spitfire Sees 
Ghost’ (RKO). Will probably pull 
weak $10,300. ‘Broadway’ (U) and 
‘Private Buckaroo” (U)_ grossed 
okay $8,100 on five-day holdover 
| last week. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 
55-65-75 )—Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
and ‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). 
Aiming at fair $13,500. Substantial 
$19,600 for ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 
|and ‘Married Angel’ (M-G) last 
| week 
|. United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
33-44-55-65 )}—Maisie Gets Man’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Married Angel’ (M-G). 
| On moveover will hit weak $4.500. 





|Last week, ‘Ten Gentlemen’ (20th) 
|and ‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th), 
| closed with moderate $4,500. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44- 
| 55-65) —"Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 
|}and ‘Married Angel’ (M-G). Head- 
ling for fair $5,000. Last week, 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Finrers at 
(M-G), cashed in with 





One Less H’ wood Union 


| Hollywood, July 14. 
| . Society of Motion Picture Artists 
| & Illustrators voted to disband, and 
|the 70 members in a bo@y were ac- 
;}cepted into membership of the 
Screen Set Designers. Les Thomas, 
former head of the Society, wags 
elected to the SSD executive board. 
Designers elected Ed Mussa as 
business representative, and voted to 
increase the monthly dues from $2 te 
$3.50. 
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BWAY’S BIGGES 


30 PIX READY: 


GINGER SNIP 


bl 

















Would you know this little snip 
for Ginger Rogers? She dresses up 
like this for a sequence of ‘The 
Major and the Minor’, forthcoming 
comedy in which she’s co-starred 
with Ray Milland. 


SKY HIGH BO. 
FOR BLUE 
HORIZON 


Paramount’s Technicolored ‘Be- 
yond the Blue Horizon,’ new Dotty 
Lamour sarong saga, keeps rolling 
up grosses above the sensational 
‘Aloma of the South Seas’ in early 
dates, 

Malco, Memphis, finished a week 
with ‘Blue Horizon’ to the tune of 
grosses 40% above the same period 
for ‘Aloma.’ A week in the Saenger. 
New Orleans, grossed 20% better 
than ‘Aloma,’ and the same edge 
was marked up for the first four 
days of a -run at the Tennessee, 
Knoxville. Four days at the Caro- 
lina, Charlotte, netted 15% above 
‘Aloma.’ 

The big Newark Paramount took 
10% more with ‘Blue Horizon’ than 
with ‘Aloma’ during its first week. 
Pic is now in its second stanza. So 
far the indications are that ‘Hori- 
zon’ goes just as well in metro- 
politan centers as in the small 
towns, 


PAR GETS ‘HOSTAGES’ 


Paramount has bought film rights 
to Stefan Heym’s ‘Hostages,’ to be 
published by Putnam's in October. 
Sol C. Siegel will produce the pic- 
ture. 

















10 SKEDDED; 
4 ROLL 


Paramount Studio has rolled up 
the biggest backlog in the history 
of all Hollywood, advices from the 
Coast indicated today. 


Company faces the new season 
with a total of thirty pictures com- 
plete and edited for release, a 
swell stack of-chips for any type 
of selling which may turn up. 
Meanwhile, cameras are turning on 
four more, including the Claudette 
Colbert-Fred MacMurray starrer 
‘No Time for Love’; the super- 
musical ‘Star Spangled Rhythm’, 
the Gary Cooper-Vera Zorina 
Technicolor epic ‘For Whom the 
Bell Tolls,’ and a William Boyd 
‘Hoppy’ from Sherman, ‘The 
Leather Burners.’ 


Pix awaiting release or already 
set for release include Irving Ber- 
lin’s ‘Holiday Inn’; Preston Sturges’ 
‘The Palm Beach Story,’ starring 
Claudette Colbert and Joel McCrea, 
with Mary Astor and Rudy Vallee; 
‘The Forest Rangers,’ Technicolor 
biggy, starring Fred MacMurray, 
Paulette Goddard and Susan Hay- 
ward; ‘Young and Willing’ (for- 
merly ‘Out of the Frying Pan’), 
starring William Holden, Eddie 
Bracken and Robert Benchley, with 
Susan Hayward; Sherman’s ‘Ameri- 
can Empire,’ starring Richard Dix, 
Leo Carrillo and Preston Foster 
with Frances Gifford; ‘Dr. Broad- 
way,’ with Macdonald Carey, Jean 
Phillips and J. Carrol Naish; ‘Night 
in New Orleans,’ with Preston Fos- 
ter, Patricia Morison and Albert 
Dekker; Pine-Thomas’ ‘Wildcat,’ 
starring Richard Arlen and Arline 
Judge; Sherman’s “Tombstone, the 
Town Too Tough to Die,’ starring 
Richard Dix; ‘Are Husbands Ne- 
cessary?’, starring Ray Milland and 
Betty Field; ‘Street of Chance,’ 
starring Burgess Meredith and 
Claire Trevor; ‘Undercover Man,’ 
with William Boyd; ‘Mrs. Wiggs 
of the-Cgbbage Patch,’ with Fay 
Bainter, Hugh Herbert, Vera Vague 
and Carolyn Lee; ‘Henry Aldrich, 
Editor,’ with Jimmy Lydon, Charles 
Smith, Rita Quigley, John Litel 
and Olive Blakeney; ‘My Heart 
Belongs to Daddy,’ with Richard 
Carlson, Martha O’Driscoll and 
Cecil Kellaway; ‘The Glass Key,’ 
starring Brian Donlevy, Veronica 
Lake and Alan Ladd; ‘The Road to 





Morocco,’ starring Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour; 
‘Priorities on Parade,’ wth Ann 


Miller, Betty Rhodes and Jerry Co- 
lonna; Pine-Thomas ‘Wrecking 
Crew,” starring .Richard Arlen, 
Chester Morris and Jean Parker; 
‘The Major and the Minor,’ star- 
ring Ginger Rogers and Ray Mil- 
land; ‘Silver Queen,’ starring 
George Brent and Priscilla Lane; 
‘Lady Bodyguard,’ with Eddie Al- 
bert, Anne Shirley and Roger 
Pryor; ‘Wake Island,’ with Brian 
Donlevy, Macdonald Carey, Robert 
Preston, William Bendix and Al- 
bert Dekker; ‘I Married a Witch,’ 
starring Fredric March and Veron- 
ica Lake; ‘Great Without Glory,’ 
starring Joel McCrea and Betty 
Field; ‘Happy Go Lucky,’ starring 
Mary Martin, Dick Powell, Betty 
Hutton, Eddie Bracken and Rudy 
Vallee; ‘I Live an Danger,’ star- 
ring Chester Morris and Jean 
Parker; ‘Lost Canyon,’ featuring 
William Boyd; ‘Submarine Alert,’ 
starring Richard Arlen and Wendy 
Barrie, and ‘Border Patrol,’ featur- 





ing William Boyd with Andy Clyde. 


SHOW BIZ GOES 
MLL OUT FOR ‘INN 


Tickets Go on Sale for Huge 
Navy Relief Benefit Preem 
of ‘Holiday Inn’; Whole 
Entertainment World In 
Pitching; Par Readies Pair 
of Air Shows 








$5.50 TOP SCALE 





Tickets went on sale yesterday for 
the gala Navy Relief Society World 
Premiere of Irving Berlin’s ‘Holiday 
Inn,’ skedded for the N. Y. Para- 
mount night of August 4. 


Sales were at the Paramount The- 
atre and also up and down the main 
stem, through the activity of com- 
mittee members who pledged for 
blocks last week. These will work 
in their various entertainment fields. 
Martin Block, Rocco Vocco, Manie 
Sachs, John Powers, James Sauter 
and others are among them, 


Five named are members of the 
general committee in charge, which 


T HOLIDAY 



















Ever since ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ was purchased by Para- 
mount, the wise lads have been 
betting that no femme star would 
go through with having her hair 
cropped for the role of Maria, as 
Maria was described in the book. 
Well, here’s Zorina’s answer. 








includes also Dick Gilbert, Abel 
Green, Leonard Joy, Cecil Hackett, 
Oscar Hammerstein, John Hertz, Jr.; 
Harold Lafounte, Neville Miller, 
William Paley, Donald Shaw, Cal 
Swanson, Frank Walker, David 
Werblin, Mark Woods, Alvino Rey, 
Alan Courtney, Bert Lytell, Mac 
Kriendler, Elias Sugarman and Sam 
Shane, 

Meanwhile, plans were cooking for 
two big Paramount-sponsored air 
shows to send off ‘Holiday Inn;’ first 
to originate from New “York 
August 4, 

This show will go out on the Blue 
network, 9:30 to 9:55 EWT, and will 
feature four top name bands—still 


More for Marquee 





Last week we gave you the 
cast list to date—more than 
sixty—of Paramount’s super- 
musical now in_ production, 
‘Star Spangled Rhythm.’ Just 
to keep the record straight, 
these were added this week: 

Susan Hayward, 

Edward Fielding, 

Richard Denning, 

Macdonald Carey, 

Ernest Truex, 

Franchot Tone. 

Total is now 71. 


VERA SNIPT ||Cronin’s ‘Hatter 


Draws Smash Biz 
In Toronto Date 


‘Hatter’s Castle,” Paramount’s 
British production of the best- 
seller by A. J. Cronin which has 
sold better than three million 
copies to date, opened for its first 
playdate in this hemisphere week 
agg at the Eglinton, Toronto. Buck. 
ing heavy competition—including 
a fourth week of ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ at  Shea’s—the picture 
grossed on a par with all top hits 
of the past for the house, and is 
settling down for a stay. 

Immediate resubp of the hefty 
business for ‘Hatter’s’ at the Eglin- 
ton was the setting up of plans for 
a socko campaign leading up to an 
opening in the Orpheum, top. Van- 
couver house. 

‘Hatter’s Castle’ stars Robert 
Newton, Deborah Kerr, Emlyn 
Williams, James Mason and others. 
The novel was A. J. Cronin’s first 
hit, preceding ‘The Stars Look 
Down’ and ‘The Citadel.’ 


War Costs DeMille 
Two Ships to Date 


Cecil B. DeMille lost his second 
ship in three months to the War 
last week when the U.S. Maritime 
Commission requisitioned the 
‘Metha Nelson,’ old sailing craft 
used in ‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 
When taken, the ship had just been 
fitted with Diesel engines for use 
in De’Mille’s forthcoming ‘Story of 
Dr. Wassell.’ Now the studio is 
faced with the really tough prob- 
lem of finding a ship for this role, 

Three months ago the Navy took 
over DeMille’s 165-foct Gloucester 
schooner-yacht, the ‘Seaward.’ 

















to be selected, It is understood every 
major band leader who will be in 
New York on that date has spoken 
for the show. Theme of the show 
will be a salute to Irving Berlin, via 
a ‘Parade of Bands.’ Naturally, the 
fourteen tunes of ‘Holiday Inn’ will 
be featured. 

Full cooperation in setting up 
plans is being given by Producer- 
Director Mark San/“ric*> may 
return to New York to assist. 

Second show will pi, at of 
Hollywood during the last week in 
August, with screen stars taking part. 
Details of this show are not set as 
| yet. 
| ‘Holiday Inn’ tunes already are 
spinning on the turntables of disc 
stations, as Paramount starts a giant 
edition of the type of radio campaign 
that was so successful for ‘The 
Fleet’s In.’ Recordings and tran- 
scriptions are being ‘hand-planted’ 
with record stations. The inspiring 
and timely ‘Song of Freedom’ is 
being heard plenty, particularly. 








‘Reap’ Going Over Big 
With Fans Down Under 


Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ is breaking records in Aus- 
tralia, too, Harry Hunter, Par’s 
general manager for Australia and 
New Zealand reported in Hollywood. 
Pic broke ten year record at the 
State Theatre, Melbourne and is ‘set 
for a season,’ according td cables. 











KEEP SHOVING the sale of War 
Bonds and Stamps in your theatre! 
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“So far we’ve got three registrations and 958 
applications as judges!” 
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‘Heat Crimps Montreal: 


PICTURE GROSSES 15 





‘Above All; $16,500, Tops Healthy Pitt; 


Si Sing 


Moderate $17,000 





Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Biz is easing back to a satisfac- 
tory normal again after the unex- 
pected holiday week smash. ‘Un- 
expected’ because the Army War 
Show figured to knock the bottom 
out of everything. It did, too, for 
first couple of days, but after that 
the thousands turned away at Pitt 
Stadium, where the military spec- 
tacle was showing, poured into 
downtown sector and gave the film 
houses a bonanza. Town hasn’t seen 
anything like it in years. 

urrent smash is “This Above All’ 
at Harris. Judy Canova-Clyde Lucas 
combo with ‘This Gun for Hire’ are 
doing very well for the Stanley. 
‘Ship Ahoy’ is a moderate click at 


Penn. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— ‘' 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). Picture 
finished nine-day engagement Sat- 
urday night (11) to fair $6,000. 
House shut down for several weeks. 
Will reopen with ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
(U) at advanced prices. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
"This Above Ali’ (20th). Rave no- 
tices on all sides for this one, and 
looks set for a run. Should clock- 
great $16,500 at least. Last week 
Lady in Jam’ (U), dud $6,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Rated 
only an average musical, but helped 
no end by fact that Tommy Dorse 
w 3 at Stanley in person only week 
before. Should have no trouble get- 
ting $17,000, okay. Last week ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB), first-rate $18,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Henry 
and Dizzy’ (Par) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO). Twinner won't do 
$1,500, awful. Last week ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G) in second week here 
after one each at Penn and Warner, 
fair $2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750° 30-40-55) 
—Lady in Jam’ (U) (2d_ wk). 
Moved Were after slim session at 
Harris. Will have to be satisfied 
with weak $1,300. ‘Meet Stewarts’ 
(Col) and ‘Man Who Wouldn’t Die’ 
(20th) move in tomorrow (15). Last 
week ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(M-G) and ‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col), 
okay $2,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—Gun for Hire’ (Par) and Judy 
Canova-Clyde Lucas band. Pretty 
good stage draw and picture got 
best notices of anything that’s 
played this site in months. Should 
all add up to pleasant $18,500. Last 
week Tommy Dorsey hypoed ‘Gen- 
tleman After Dark* (UA) to smash 
$35,000, wey over estimate. 

“Varner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk). Moved 
here from Penn and on strength of 
likely $6,250 will move on to Ritz 
Thursday (16) for third week. Last 
week ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), 
great $10,000. Had previously played 
fortnight at Penn. 


‘ABOVE ALL’, $19,000, 
ST. L.’S B.0. DEADER | 


St. Louis; July 14. 
‘This Above All,’ at the 5,000- 


seat Fox, is the big noise currently 
paired with ‘Juke Box Jenny.’ Man- 
agement of the Fox withheld the ‘B’ 
film on Saturday and Sunday to per- 
mit the natives to see ‘Above All’ 
without unnecessary delay. 


Estimates for This Week 


’ Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 

Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Slashed away great $26,500, in first 
session, and should add another $17,- 
000 this week. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)—‘This 
Above All’ (20th) and ‘Juke Box 
Jenny’ (U). Points to $19,000, swell. 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and 
Happened in Flatbush’ (20th), fine 
$16,500. . 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 

— ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Sweater 
Girl’ (Par). Good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
Magnificent Dope’ (20th), $7,500, 
swell. 
P St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘In This 
Our Life’ (WB). Average $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Forty Thousand Horse- 
men’ (Teitle) and ‘Our Russian 
Front’ (Rathner), $4,600, swell. 











Mr. V’ Good $7,500 


Montreal, July 14. 

Pouring rain and heat over week- 
end did their bit towards cutting 
into pix grosses currently. Just the 
same, ‘Mister V’ and ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ are both doing reasonably 
well for this time of year. 

Estimates for This Week 

. Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Pacing for 
nice $6,000. Last week, ‘Lady in 
Jam’ (U), good $6,000. 











. Capitel (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
Broadway’ (U) and ‘You're Telling 


Me’ (U) (2d wk). Turning in nice 
$5,500, after juicy $7,500 last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Mister V’ (UA). Pointing to snappy 
$7,500. Last week, repeat ‘Married 
Angel’ (M-G), good $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col) and 
‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col). Fair $4,- 
000 ahead. Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ 
(Par) and ‘Russian Front’ (Esq), 
good $3,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA) and 
‘Fiesta’ (UA). Good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Spies in Air’ (Alliance) and 
‘Little Miss Molly’ (Alliance), feeble 
$2,200. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Yoshiwara’ and ‘La _ Route 
Heureuse.’ Hot spell liable to cut 
gross to $2,500, poor. Last week, 
‘Danseuse Rouge’ and ‘La Fessee,’ 
$2,800. 


PROV. PIX B. 0. BOFFO; 
‘MOONTIDE’ OK $15,000 


Providence, July 14. 

B. o.’s are going along so nicely 
around here that it’s hard to believe 
that summer is here. All stepping 
along nicely, with Majestic’s ‘Moon- 
tide,” and reissues of ‘Gunga Din’ 
and ‘King Kong’ at RKO Albee, 
reaping nifty harvest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)-— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) (reissues). One of happier 
surprises and just packing them in 
for great $11,000. Last week, ‘Lady 
in Jam’ (U) and ‘Private Buckaroo’ 
(U) (2d wk), nice $5,000 in five- 
day holdover. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,300; 28-39- 
50)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB) (2d run). Continu- 
ing beautiful runs with nifty $3,500. 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(3d downtown wk.), swell $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Different Eyes’ (20th) and vaude. 
Found no reason for shutting down 
this summer and paced for neat $6,- 
500: Last week, ‘Home in Wyomin’’ 
(Rep) and vaude, good $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Postman Did 
Not Ring’ (20th). Just about tops 
around town with promising $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and 
‘Lady Gangster’ (WB), zowie $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific 
Rendezvous’ (M-G). Bit on _ the 
slower side with fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘About Face’ (UA), solid $15,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Old Cali- 
fornia’ (Rep) (2d wk). Looking for- 
ward to good $6,000 in additional 
five-day run, after ringing up swell 
%10,500 in opening week. 


‘Miniver,’ $15,000, Denver 
Wow; ‘Reap’ 5th $9,000 


Denver, July 14. 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ is packing the 
Orpheum for the biggest gross in 
months. ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is as 


strong in its current week, fifth, as 
it was last week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-40)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Hap- 
pened in Flatbush’ (20th), after 
week at Denver. Good $4,000. Last 
week ‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Mag- 
nificent Dope’ (20th), after week at 
Denver, fair $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-50) 
—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G), after two weeks 
at Broadway. Fair $2,500. Last 
week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d 
wk.), after week at each Denver and 
Aladdin, so-so $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-50- 
60)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (5th 
wk.). Big $9,000. Last week, ditto. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-35-50)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Born to 
Sing’ (M-G). Good $10,000. Last 
week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th), nice 
$10,500. 














Orpheum (RKC) (2,600; 30-35- 
50)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Smash 
$15,000 and holds over. Last week, 


‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G) (2d_ wk.), fair 
$8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-40)— 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) and 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA). Good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ 
(UA) and ‘Flying with Music’ (UA), 
fair $5.000. 





‘Gold Rush’ Terrific 9G 
In Seattle; Circus Big 


Seattle, July 14. 

‘Gold Rush’ has been revited at 
Liberty to nice biz. Fifth Avenue 
has ‘Cardboard Lover,’ and is heav- 
ily plugging ‘Gone,’ which follows. 
‘Friendly Enemies’ is new fare at 
Musice Hall. At the Palomar ‘the 
major excitement is over return en- 
gagement of Pollock Bros, circus, 
which always gets good coin here. 
Paramount has ‘Take a Letter’ for 
second stanza and Orpheum ‘This 
Our Life’ for ditto. 

Cooler weather has helped b.o.s, 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (6th 
wk), and ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) (3rd 
wk). Anticipated $3,500, swell. Last 
week, same two very nice $4,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-58)—‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Whispering 
Ghosts’ (20th). Expected $7,800, 
good. Last week ‘Married an Angel’ 
(M-G) and ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(M-G), okay $7,500. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 30-40- 
58)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA). Calling it 
‘World’s Great Laugh Picture’ in 
the ads. Music and words added. 
Look to reach $9,000, great. Last 
week ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and 
‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col), fair $5,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreei) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Married an Angel’ 
(M-G) and ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Hot release from 
Fifth, expected to reach $4,200, big. 
Last week ‘Moontide’ (20th) end 
‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th), in 2d 


wk. garnered $2,800. Okay. 

Music Hall (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,200; 30-40-58)—‘Friendly En- 
emies’ (UA) and ‘A Gentleman 
After Dark’ (UA). Paced to hit 
around $3,500, slow. Last week 


‘True to Army’ (Par) and ‘Ivan of 
Paris’ (RKO). Fair $4,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-58)—This Our Life’ 
(WB) ahd ‘Midnight Masquerade’ 
(Rep.) (2d wk). Anticipated $8,000, 
nifty. Last week, same pair, great 
$11,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 36-58) 
-—‘Shepherd of Ozarks’ (Rep). But 
Pollock’s circus on stage is the big 
reason for pepped up biz, with in- 
dications of $10,600. strong. Last 
week ‘She’s in Army’ (Mon) and 
‘Escape from Hongkong’ (U), and 
vaude, garnered $8,100. Good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-58) — ‘Take Letter’ 
(Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) (2d 


wk). Indicated $8,500, swell. Last 
week, same duo, big $10,760. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-4Z) 


—‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and ‘Mar- 
tin Eden’ (Col) (2d run). Expected 
$3,000, goo”. Last week ‘Tuttles of 
Tahiti? (RKO) and ‘Vanishing Vir- 
girian’ (M-G), 2d run, nice $2,700. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
20-30)—‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) (3d 


run). Expected $2,500, ckay. Last 
week ‘Woman of Year’ (U) and 
‘Nazi Agent’ (U), 3d run, good 
$2,800. 





‘LOVER’-SAMMY KAYE 
TORCHY 206 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, July 14. 

Sammy Kaye plus ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ are head and shoulders over 
the field at the Buffalo, with second 
week of ‘Ship Ahoy,’ at the Lakes, 
also geared to a gratifying pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Cardboard Lover’ ~ (M-G) and 
Sammy Kaye orch. Fine summer 
card should get swell $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Take a Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Henry & Dizzy’ (Par), sturdy $16,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Continuing strong for maybe $10,000. 
Last week, surprise $18,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (? 100; 30-45)—Take 
Letter’ (Par) and ‘Henry & Dizzy’ 
(Par). Moveover should hit bright 
$9,000. Last week (35-55), ‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB) and ‘Flying With Music’ 
(WB), satisfying $10,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 40-55) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk). 
Final round will probably see nice 
$7,500. Last week, solid $10,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44)— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Scattergood 
Rides High’ (RKO). Around $10,000, 
swell. Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) 
(8 days), fair $8,500. 


‘Bway - Flatbush’, $20,000 
Blend Well in Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, July 14. 
RKO Albee, with ‘Broadway’ and 
‘It Happened in Flatbush, and 
Loew’s Metropolitan, with ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ and ‘Vanishing Virginian,’ 
will do all the biz this stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Mappened in 
Flatbush’ (20th). Good combo bring- 
ing in nifty $20,000. Last week, 











‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO), okay 
$17,000. 


Fax (Fahian) (4.992: 30-40-50-545)— 
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This Above Alf Bests Philly Heat 
With Zingy 236 ‘Maisie -Berle 226 








‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Old Califor- 
nia’ (Rep): (2d wk). Holding up 
nicely; satisfactory $15,000. 
week, splendid $25,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Ship Abo (M-G) and ‘Vanishing 
Virginian”(M-G). Fine $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G), pass- 
able $14,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55)—‘Blue Horizon" (Par) and 
‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep). Dull $13,- 
500. Last week, “Take Letter’ (Par) 
and ‘Pearl Harbor’ (Rep), good 
$16,000. 


‘DOPE’ PLUS STAGE UNIT 
GOOD $15,000 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, July 14. 
Elks National convention was ex- 
pected to lift grosses and good ef- 
fect has already been seen at the 


Orpheum, which has ‘Beachcombers 
of 1942’ unit plus ‘The Magnificent 
Dope.’. Omaha will reach a good 
figure with ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 
ture’ and ‘Mokey.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
55-65)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
and ‘Beachcombers of 1942’ unit. 
Gocd $15,000 looked for. Last week, 
‘This Above All’ (20th) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA), fine $8.200 at 15-30-44. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-40-55) 
—‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G) and 
‘Mokey’ (M-G). Satisfactory $6,800. 
Last week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th), nice 
$7,200. ; 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Should 
get around $4,000. Last week ‘Big 
Shot’ (WB) and ‘Blondie’s Event’ 
(Col), nine days, good $4,600. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘Romance on Range’ (Rep), ‘Mad 
Dr.’ (U), and ‘Dr. X’ (VU), triple, 
split with ‘Sheriff Tombstone’ (Rep), 
‘Penthouse Mystery’ (Col), and 
‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col), and ‘Met 
‘Murderer’ (Indie) and ‘Design for 
Murder’ (Indie). Fair $900 expect- 
ed. Last week, ‘Lone Star Ranger’ 
(20th), ‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U), and 
‘Coast Guard’ (Rep), triple, split with 
‘Desert Bandit’ (Rep), ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep); and ‘Invaders’ (Col), and 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA), and ‘Cavalcade of 
Aviation’ (U), light $800. 
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which Korda brought from London 
for cutting and release. Greenthal 
will work out ad and exploitation 
campaigns for these and others that 
UA may release. 

Continuous Flow . 


Another important piece of busi- 
ness to be transacted concerns UA 
itself going into production to as- 
sure a continuous flow of product, 
as protection against the lethargy 
of owner-producers., If the company 
decides to produce on its own, exec- 
utive operations would be turned 
over to George Bagnall, with au- 
thority to select producers to make 
from four to six pictures per sea- 
son. 

Selznick’s expressed intention to 
get into production will be seized 
upon as exemplary action for others 
to follow. Company owners feel 
he should show the way as he has 
a $300,000 bankroll from the Bank 
of America, and a balance up to 
$1,000,000 furnished by UA for his 
first picture. Selznick’s tiff with 
Chaplin was said to be over the 
former's indecision to get going. 

Pressburger’s contribution to UA 
will be ‘Heydrich the Hangman’ and 
‘Tomorrow Never Comes’ which he 
acquired from Frank Capra. 





Stromberg First 


Hunt Stromberg. will 
precede the Cagneys 
William) with the first film into the 
United Artists fold, under their new 
unit setup, since the Cagneys are 
still uncertain about story material. 

Stromberg, on the other hand, has 
‘Guest in the House,’ for which he 
wants Barbara Stanwyck, and may 
get her; ‘Young Widow,’ deemed 
suitable for Ann Sheridan, but un- 
likely to get her; and ‘Dishonored 
Lady,’ likewise deemed OK for an- 
other Warner Bros. star, Bette Davis, 
and also a missout in view of the 
intra-trade situation between WB 
and UA. Garbo, with whom Strom- 
berg worked on the Metro lot, has 
expressed interest in ‘Lady,’ and she 
mav do it. 


probably 
(James and 


Last | 


Philadelphia, July 14, 

B.o. sloughing off a bit this 
week after bangup receipts the 
previous sesh. Bucking heatwave 
is ‘This Above All,’ which preemed 
at the Boyd to the kudos of the film 
crix. All paid tribute to the filmi- 
zation of story by Eric Knight, who 
used to be a pic ganderer himself 
on the now defunct Evening Led- 
ger. 

Also getting a heavy play is the 
Earle, which is featuring ‘Maisie 
Gets Her Man’ plus variety bill 
headed by zany Milton Rerle. 

Stanton closed for refurbishing 
Sunday (12), leaving midiown with 
only three first runners—Boyd, Fox 
and Stanley. The Aldine shuttered 
last spring to reopen in the fall. 

Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) (2d 
run). Faring no better than dur- 
ing initia] run, blah $1,900. Last 
week ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) okay $3,100 
holdover sesh. ‘Reap -Wild Wind’ 
(Par) bows tomorrow (Wed.) at 
upped prices for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)—~ 
‘This Above All’ (20th). Getting 
the gravy with solid $23,800 plus 
$2,550 additional for ‘bonus’ show- 
ing at Earle Sunday, Last week 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U), sour $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G), plus variety show 
headed by Milton Berle. Hurt by 
torrid weather, but will finish with 
nice $22,000. Last week combo of 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) backed by 
Gene Krupa orch and Dennis Day 
almost tied house record with terrif 
$34,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). Very dis- 
appointing $10,000. Better, howe- 
ever, than pallid $8,000 netted b 
\‘Sergeant York’ (WB) for one weak 
of pop price run last sesh. 

Kariton (WB) (1,100 35-46-57- 
68)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
Netting satisfactory $4,500 after 
good $6,000 for second week at pop- 
ular prices. Karlton becomes first- 
runner Friday (17) with ‘Married 
Angel.’ 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) (2d run). Poor 
$3,200. Last week ‘Broadway’ (U) 
fairish $4,500 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Showing staying power with okay 
$13,500 after neat $24,000 for ini- 
tialer. ‘Gentlemen West Point’ 
(20th-Fox) opens tomorrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Gold Rush’ (UA). House closed 
for summer refurbishing with neat 
$8,000 for nine days of second week. 
Initial sesh grossed $10,590. 


MEMPHIS PLENTY DULL: 
‘JACKASS’ OKAY $5,000 


Memphis, July f4. 

Town is in the dumps with so-so 
product and grosses to match. ‘Jack- 
ass Mail’ is burning up no highways 
at Loew’s Palace as only full-week, 
first-run exhibition of the moment. 
Loew’s State splits the period bee 
tween ‘Bashful Bachelor’ and ‘Fin- 
gers at the Window,’ neither with 
pull appeal. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Set. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Tennes- 
see’s favorite hero should get $3,000, 
which is okay on h.o. for pop-price 
run. Last week, $5,800, nifty. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10-33-44) 
—‘Take Letter’ (Par), three days, 
second showing, and ‘True to Army 
(Par), three and one-half days. 
Looks $4,000, offish. Last week, ‘Blue 
Horizon’ (Par), $7,600, wham. 

Palace (Loew) (2.000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Beery-Mail 
opus ought to grab good $5,000 for 
week, with opposition virtually nil. 
Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO), $3,500, 
fair. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO), four days, 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G), 
three days. Two pix together might 
manage $4,000. Last week, “Ten Gen- 
tlemen’ (20th), $5,800, good. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-33) 
—Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) (2d run) 
three days; ‘Man Returned Life 
(Col), one day; ‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d 
run) and ‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col), 
three days. Indicate acceptable $1,- 
500. Last week, ‘Henry and Dizzy’ 
(Par), three days; ‘Gambling Lady’ 
(WB reissue), one day, and ‘Twin 
Beds’ (UA) (2d run) and ‘Tanks a 
Million’ (UA), $1,500, okay. 


WB’S ‘FLYING FORTRESS’ 

Warner Bros. is considering the 
release in this country of ‘Flying 
Fortress,’ made at its English studio 
in Teddington with Richard Greene, 
lieutenant in the British armed 
forces, as its star. 

Original intention of WB had 
been to distribute it in England 
only. [Film is reviewed from Lon- 
don in this issue. 
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Wash. Daily Gives 


Industry Ads; F ollows Philly Co-op 





Washington, July 14. 

Industry advertisements urging 
film theatre attendance as the best 
form of relaxation have been run 
gratuitously by the Washington 
Daily News (Scripps-Howard tab- 
Joid) as a friendly gesture to Wash- 
ington motion picture exhibitors. 
Copy was prepared by Frank La 
Falce, of Warner Bros., Hardie Mea- 
kin, of RKO, and Dan Terrell, of 
Loew’s promotion department. The 
material was submitted to all Wash- 
ington newspapers with a request 
that it be run, if possible, to sustain 
the best paying classification in the 
dailies. 

Idea is a followup on newspaper- 
industry cooperation which origi- 
nated in Philadelphia a year ago. 
Dailies in this territory have been 
liberal with amusements, with no 
shaving of space because of war 
news. This is traced to the fact that 
the majority of the new population 
coming here for war work is film- 
minded, giving liberal support to the 
downtown box offices. 

Daily News is only newspaper run- 
ning promotion contests, Times- 
Herald -abolishing them some two 
years ago. Star and Post have never 
run contests, but their cooperation 
with exhibitors has been on the lib- 
eral side. 

A survey of the first-run grosses 
for the first six months of 1942 indi- 
cates that the swollen population has 
brought success to the downtown 
box offices. Both Loew’s and WB 
houses in the business area are far 
ahead of 1941 in gross takings and 
Keith’s is thousands of dollars ahead 
of last year’s figures. New residents, } 
particularly war workers, gravitate 
to those houses which include 
waudeville in the program. This 
healthy condition is expected to re- 
sult in more two-week bookings for 
hit pictures im the combination the- 
atres. Earle rather consistently 
gives holdovers to pictures that 
merit it, but Capitol sticks to the 
weekly switch. Loew’s Palace (pic- 
tures only) is the most consistent 
Washington winner. Since it opened 
in 1918 it hasn’t suffered 10 losing 
weeks. Features are held here until 
the weekly grosses thresten to go 
below the $10,000 stop. 


Film Theatres Free 


Current Short Release 


(Prints in Exchanges) 





Compiled by Besa Shert 
en in Washingten’ (RKO, 12 
mins). March of Time No. 12, 
dealing with crowded living con- 





'WB TESTING ‘DANDY’ IN 
10 DIFFERENT SPOTS 


‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ now in its 
seventh roadshow week at the Holly- 
wood, N. Y., at $2.20 top, will be 
tested in 10 widely-scattered situa- 
tions early in August prior to quota- 
tion of terms on the film. On the test 
engagemements film will be shown 
on a continuous basis at 75¢ mati- 
nees, $1.10 evenings, for adults; and 
25c afternoons, 40c evenings, for 
children and servicemen. 

Test spots and dates are Philadel- 
phia Aug. 3 or 13; Hollywood, Hart- 
ford, New Haven, Aug. 12; Albany, 
N. Y., Aug. 13; Memphis, Charles- 
town, W. Va., Akron and Youngs- 
town, Aug. 14 and Cleveland, Aug. 
15. 

The 10 test engagements will also 
serve to perfect all phases of the ad- 
vertising campaign on ‘Dandy.’ 


Ripley or Not, Pitt 
Doesn't Want Preem 


Of U’s ‘Pittsburgh’ 


Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Here’s a Ripley. Pittsburgh em- 
phatically doesn’t want the world 
premiere of ‘Pittshurgh,’ the picture 
Universal is producing with Mar- 
lene Dietrich, Randolph Scott and 
John Wayne in the leading roles. 
Film is based on this city’s back- 
ground and its contribution to the 
war industries, 


Reason Pittsburgh doesn’t want It 
is that the town has been burnt twice 
before on world preems with a 
Smoky City locale. First was RKO’s 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ couple of years 
ago, which was a frost of the first 
magnitude, and the other was ‘Lil- 
lian Russell,” which wasn’t a lot 
better. 

Anti-premiere chorus was led by 
Kaspar Monahan, drama editor of 
Press in his ‘Show Shops’ column, 
who wrote the other day: ‘Boys of 











Gas rationing was expected to 
help the neighborhood house grosses, 
but increase has been negligible, say 
exhibitors. Washington’s problem 
is to get patrons for matinees. Aft- 
ernoons have been invariably dull, 
with the slack more than taken up 
by the abnormal night boxoffice 
takings. 


Goldwyn Picking Screen 
Stenog Via D.C. Contest |- 


Washington, July 14. 
Parlors A and B at the Willard 
hotel were filled Saturday (11) | 
afternon with a collection of gor- 
geous lookers, all allied with Uncle 
Sam’s payrolls. They were secre- 
taries and stenogs, all eager for a 
Hollywood career, and one of them 
promised a chance in Sam Goldwyn’s 

picture, ‘They Have Me Covered.’ 
Bob Hope wrote the original story 
and will star with Dorothy Lamour 


in the picture, which is largely con- 
cerned with the trials of a 
worker. 
ducted the national campaign to 
round up the proper secretary and 








Hollywood. Out of this collection, 
studio sharps selected 16 and they 


hotel. 


Mary Robertson, of RKO’s talent | 
Undtrstood 
the final choice will get a Washing- 
ton premiere for her screentest, with 


office, was the judge. 


war |® 


S. Barrett McCormick con- | 


some 800 sent their photographs to | 


were instructed to show up at the 


Universal, let’s not have any world 
premieres here. Just let your film 
arrive here like any other movie. If 
it’s bad, then nobody will be too 
much embarrassed; if it’s good, us 
loyal Pittsburghers will celebrate the 
happy evenht in a manner to over- 
shadow these phoney ‘world prem- 
ieres’.” 

Newspaper boys haven't yet 
stopped apologizing to the local 
public for ‘Uprising’ and ‘Russell’ 


ditions in D. C. 
‘Woodman Spare That Tree’ 


(Col, 7% mins). Cartoof in 
Fox and Crow series. 

‘Denald’s Gold Mine’ (RKO, 
7 mins). Cartoon. 

‘Bats Im the Belfry’ (M-G, 7 
mins). Cartoon, | 

‘Dein’ Their Bit?’ (M-G, 11 


mins), Our Gang comedy. 
‘Range Rhythm’ (RKO, 
mins). Story with music. 


UNITED DETROIT 
AD CAMPAIGN 
SELLS BONDS 


Detroit, July 14. 

Theatre as well as all other ad- 
vertising ran for two days here 
without a single mention of product. 
The device, aimed at boosting the 
sale of war stamps and bonds, was 
a united effort by the three Detroit 
newspapers in cooperation with all 
advertisers. The entire newspaper 
display space was occupied with such 
plugs for the war bonds, devised by 
all concerns’ advertising depart- 
ments, with none making any ref- 
erences in a singe line to the regular 
merchandise. 
It is the first metropolitan cen- 
ter to use the idea and is credited 
with a heavy boost in the sales of 
war bonds, which has kept Michigan 
among the peak states on sales. In 
addition to all the first-run houses 
taking their regular large displays, 
the RKO Uptown and the Holly- 
wood theatres upped their usual 
space to plug the stamps and bonds. 
Radio stations also joined in the 
program by replacing their regular 
commercial plugs during the period 
with the same patriotic advertising. 


- - + 
Wingart Aides Allvine 
Earl Wingart, until recently pub- 
licity manager fore 20th-Fox, with 
which he had been associated for 
10 years, on Monday (13) joined the 
Public Relations Committee of the 
Motion Picture Industry as assistant 
to Glen Allvine, exec secretary. He 
is making headquarters at the Hays 
office. 

Since leaving 20th 2a month ago, 
Wingart has been pinch-hitting in 
Par on publicity during illness of 
Aileen Brenon, now reurned to her 
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dally! . 


desk. 





Wilmer & Vincent Now Owns Reading 


House 1007; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Reading, Pa., July 14. 
Sale of the half interest of A. A. 
Uliman, a realty man here, in the 
Embassy theatre lease to Wilmer & 
Vincent, owners of the theatre build- 
ing and the theatre operators, for 
|$77,500, was confirmed after bidding 
lin court here today. The sale was 
made by H. F. Dunn, receiver of the 
|Reading National Bank & Trust, 
which has been receiving $10,500 
yearly from the lease under an as- 
signment by Ullman to the bank. 
The present lease, entered into 
|some years ago, is operative until 
|April 1, 1965, with an option of re- 
\newal until April 1, 1980. The the- 
= 741-749 Penn street, is the 
largest in Reading. It was erected 
jabout 10 years ago on land still 
jowned by the estate of John J. 





for some time and is in need of re- 
construction, 





Par’s Chi Shifts 
Chicago, July 14. 

Jim Donohue, departing Chicago 
Paramount branch manager, reports 
July 20 as southwestern district 
manager, with headquarters in Dal- 
las. Harry Hamburg, exiting sales 
manager of this district, becomes 
branch manager of Par exchange in 
Des Moines. Hal Wirthwein replaces 
Hamburg as Chicago sales manager 
and Sam Tishman replaces Wirth- 
wein as circuit salesman. 

Boys on Film Row threw a dinner 
party Friday nite at the Oceanic 
Room of the Knickerbocker for the 
departing Par execs. 








Kutz, a Reading lawyer. 
Walter Vincent and Joseph E. 


the winner invited to invite all the | Egan came here to attend the bid- 


co-workers of her department to the |ding and sale. 


D.C. screeming. 


Dozier’s Nice New Pact 


Hollywood, July 14. 








Paramount tore up William Do- 
gier’s old contract as chief of the 


B. Smig, Boston, en- 
|tered the bidding, through an agent, 
nd J. Horan, Jr., Philadelphia, 
and ran the bids up to $75,500. After 
that Wilmer & Vincent added $2,000 
pong were awarded the half interest 

the lease. They are now sole 
fonttond of the lease. 

Daniel Boone Realty Co., Inc., a 
Jay Emanuel-C. G. Keeney organiza- 
|tion owning and operating the Park 
| theatre, part of the Daniel Boone 


story and writing department and | Hotel block, took over management 


handed him a new one, months of the hotel temporarily. 


ahead of time. 


Under Dozier’s guidance the studio | 


has acquired 20 important story 
properties and increased the script- 
ing staff to 25. 


For a 
| number of years the hotel was part 
lof the Grenoble chain, 

| Temple Borough Council ordered 
the owners of the Temple, picture 
house, to repair it or raze it in 30 
davs. The building has been closed 


Pasadena’s Newsreeler 
Pasadena, July 14. 

Fox-West Coast changed the policy 
of the local Strand, 750-seater, to 
straight newsreel. 

House was formerly a move-over 
first run in Pasadena. That function 
was shifted to the Tower and the 
United Artists, with the new Acad- 
emy as the circuit’s ace mere in 
this area. 





Orlande Boyle Upped 
Pittsburgh” July 14. 

Orlando Boyle named head 
booker at the Columbia exchange 
by manager Art Levy, replacing 
Bob Kimelman, who left last week 
for officers training in the army. 
Boyle previously Kimelman’s as- 
sistant and his old berth will be 
filled by Eugene Wintner, moving 

(Continued on page 20) 








\Col's Opportunistic Reissue Of 
Horizon May Point Way for Others 





COL. PREVIEWS KERN 
TUNES, CUGAT’S MUSIC 


Columbia Pictures’ ‘You Were 
Never Lovelier,’ Astaire-Hayworth 
musical, has a Jerome Kern score 
and Xavier Cugat orch, which gave 
publicist Dave Lipton an angle. First 
break came on Sunday (12), when 


Andre Kostelanetz program for 
Coca-Cola over CBS gave the score 
its air preem. To double the plug, 
Fred Astaire and Rita Hayworth did 
a turn from the picture, on the 
broadcast. 


Meanwhile Lipton’s fieldman or- 
ganized cocktail sessions, with ed- 
itors, radio execs, etc., shilled in for 
a fast one and a listen to the Kostel- 
anetz program and the picture’s 
score. 


Second splash came yesterday (14), 
when Col sent engraved invites 
around to press and music men for a 
musical preview by Cugat’s orch of 
the ‘Lovelier’ score, at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof, 
where Cuga plays in N.Y. 


With picture not due to be released 
until October, Lipton started the ball 
rolling by capitalizing on the name 
score, the name band and the name 
spot where the band appears, 


Alperson Using $1.10 
‘Pride’ Preem as Trailer 
For General Price Tilt 


E. L. Alperson, general manager 
of RKO theatres, plans to establish 
the $1.10 opening night tariff and the 
simultaneous showing in 40 RKO 
houses in the New York territory, 
in effect for ‘Pride of the Yankees,’ 


which preems at the Astor theatre, 
N. Y., tonight (Wednesday ), as a cir- 
cuit policy for all pictures intended 
to be shown at advanced admissions. 
Alperson also plans to extend the 
simultaneous one-night preem to in- 
clude the 70-odd RKO houses from 
eoast to coast in future openings. 


Alperson has for many months 
past advanced the plan as the best 
means of reconciling patronage to 
slightly higher scales. Where an in- 
crease of 10 or 15c in scales is 
planned, Alperson belives that it will 
be easier to sell the jump from say 
40 to 55c for a specific picture if the 
film has previously been scaled at 
$1.10, even if only for a single night. 
Change over from grind to re- 
served seat policy in the RKO the- 
atres for a single night is one of the 
major problems in handling the 
‘Yankees’ preem. All RKO exploita- 
tion and advertising in the past few 
days has been concentrated on tell- 
ing patrons not to be disappointed if 
seats are unavailable, and urging 
reservations. 


Alperson originally made the pro- 
posal to have the preem staged in 
all RKO key situations from coast 
to coast, later narrowing down to 
the New York area for the Samuel 
Goldwyn production. Picture is to 
open around the country shortly, 
with a $1.10 preem preceding each 
booking. In Boston and Columbus, 
O., the preem will be held in two 
theatres in each city. Other cities on 
the schedule are Des Moines, Salt 
Lake City, Baltimore, Omaha, Prov- 
idence, Washington, Chicago, Kansas 
City, Denver, Rochester, Syracuse, 
Buffalo and Trenton. 














Coast Preem July 19 
Hollywood, July 14. 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ gets a $1.10 
reserved seat preem July 19 at the 
two RKO-operated houses, Pantages 
and Hillstreet. Tentative scale for 
the run has been set at 75c nights 
and 55c for matinees. RKO heads 
are making an admish concession to 
Goldwyn, but won’t raise the tariff 
to a level that would disrupt house 
policies, 





Howie Mayer at Col. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Howie Mayer, Chicago press agent, 
has been appointed publicity direc- 
tor at Columbia Pictures, succeed- 
ing Lance Heath, resigned. 

Bob Taplinger supervises the de- 
partment, which limits Mayer's au- 
thority. 





Hollywood, July 14. 

It is freely conceded on the Colum- 
bia lot that the decision to reissue 
an old film under the new title, ‘Lost 
Horizon of Shangri-La,’ originated as 
a bit of first-rate opportunism, cal- 
culated to take commercial advan- 
tage of President Roosevelt's little 
private joke om the Japanese. As 
such, it started out to be just a one- 
time caper by adroit gentlemen in 
the front office with a sharpened 
sense of exploitation values. But 
now these same astute and acute 
gents are beginning to wonder 
whether they haven't got something 
fairly permanent. 


There may be, in fact, further re- 
issues at Columbia, which, in the 
first place, happens to have on hand 
some old favorites of only a few 
years’ vintage, or less. And, in the 
second, they see a means of conserv- 
ing film against a time when it's 
possible that negative will be scarcer 
than hoboes in Hoboken. 


One picture Columbia is almost 
certain to re-release is ‘Here Comes 
Mr. Jordan,’ a Robert Montzomery- 
prizefight-occultism comedy of a year 
ago. Just when this reissue will be 
timed for the market is something 
else, since Columbia also is planning 
a sequel to the ‘Mr. Jordan’ wowser 
and may want to get that one out 
of the way first. 


‘It Happened One Night,’ the pic- 
ture that made Clark Gable and 
Claudette Colbert—and probably Co- 
lumbia—is also on the shelves at 
Columbia, awaiting a favorable mo- 
ment for re-appearance on the mar- 
ket. So is Par’s original ‘Beau Geste’, 
starring Ronald Colman, which was 
so good back there in the °20s that 
it brought on an epidemic of Foreign 
Legion pictures. 

“In fact, it became an upen question 
for a time as to whether Hollywood 
would run out of Foreign Legion 
stories before it ran out of hand- 
kerchiefs for guys to wear down 
the back of the neck. The picture, 
if reissued, will be edited, revised, 
tightened up in general for the mod- 
ern taste. Otherwise, production 
costs will be at a minimum, and the 
saving in film, prodigious. 

The success of Chaplin’s reissue of 
‘The Gold Rush’, with interpolations 
in dialog, may have pcinted the way. 

if 30, it was only for Columbia. 
None of the other major studios show 
any signs of taking the hint. Or even 
wanting it. 


Skouras Theatre Jump 
Before Governors Is. 


Several Skouras circuit film the- 
atres in New York City have offered 
the use of their houses to handle 
draftees who are ordered to report 
early in the morning to Governor’s 
Island. Offer was made when it was 
learned that draft boards have 
limited headquarters to receive the 
drafted men before sending to the 
Island. 

First theatre to be used was the 
Nemo on upper Broadway, where 
George Cole, manager, opened the 
house at 4 a.m. to receive a batch 
of draftees last week. He set up a 
victrola in the lobby to cheer the 
boys at that hour. American 
Women’s Volunteer Corps set up a 
canteen at the theatre, serving sand- 
wiches, doughnuts and coffee to the 
men before leaving town. Draftees 
a.2 due at Governor's Island at 5 
o'clock in the morning on each in- 
duction hence the need for assembly 
at 4 o’clock. 











Reagan, Gillham East 


Hollywood, July 14. 

After a week’s stay at the studio, 
Robert Gillham, Paramount adver- 
tising chief, and Charles Reagan, 
western sales head, go back to New 
York tomorrow (Wednesday). 

While here Gillham arranged the 
Coast premiere of ‘Holiday Inn’ at 
both Paramount houses Aug. 13. 





LEE ON THE LAM AGAIN 

Claude Lee, director of public re- 
lations for Paramount, left Monday 
night (13) for Chicago and today 
(Wednesday) goes to Lake Wawasee, 
Ind., to attend the meeting of the 
Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana. 

He is scheduled to return to the 
home office next Monday (20). 
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I'm playing ‘SERGEANT YORK*now and I cant 
let it go for at least another week.ThenI | 
get the new Sheridan show, "WINGS FOR - ||} 
THE EAGLE’ and I have to figure two weeks | 
for that one after the business I did with 
— ROW“and JUKE GIRL: That brings me 

o'THE GAY SISTERS. And that brings me 
aie to Labor Day. Say, you i 
summer is just like winter when you ¢ 


deal with ging, a 
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2 Major U. S. Distribs (Presumably 
M-G, WB) Dicker for Aussie Theatres 


— 


Sydney, July 14. 

Sir Ben Fuller reveals he has 
been approached separately by two 
major American distributors to sell 
out his interests in the Fuller the- 
atres. He said he may make deal, 
but would not give the names of 
distributors involved, pointing out 
he was held to utmost secrecy. 


Fuller holds major interest in six 
theatres from Perth to Sydney plus 
a New Zealand chain. 


Warners has been mulling off and 
on securing its own local loop simi- 
Jar to the Metro idea, as an outlet 
for its own product, and any break 
into the Fuller interests would fa- 
cilitate matters, since new theatre 
erection is taboo presently under 
wartime restrictions. Warners has 
been selling groups of films to Hoyts, 
but still has lots of product on 
hand; hence, ihe theatre acquisition 
idea. Metro would also like to extend 
its own Australiai. theatres, it’s 
known, if satisfactory deal could be 
worked out with Fuller. Frozen coin 
could be used to swing deal, with 
Americans gaining benefit on favor- 
able exchange rate. 





Brazilians Are 
Nuts for Costume 


Films From H'w‘d 


Rio de Janeiro, July 5. 

Brazilians like costume pix better 
than any other type, it has been dis- 
covered in a survey here by a com- 
mittee of local U.S. film men anxious 
to inform their studios as to the kind 
of product that will bring maximum 
results at Latino boxoffices. Survey 
Was made on an extensive scale by 
® professional pulse-taking organiza- 
tion, and is expected to be followed 
in other Latin American republics. 

War pictures were runners-up to 
the costume product for top popu- 
larity. Following were society, west- 
erns, musicals, operettas, small town 
stuff, juveniles, slapstick and gang- 
ster categories. 

Appareniiy running up the Gallup 
on costume films was the great suc- 
cess here of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Virtually everyone seemed to be 
thinking of that when he mentioned 
costume product. Among the musi- 
cals, best-liked were the Bing Crosby 
entries by Paramount. 

‘Operettas’ that put that classifica- 
tion No. 6 in the public taste were 








mostiy the Nelson Eddy-Jeanette 
MacDonald pix. Atso popular here, 
after doing very little biz in the 
States, was United Artists’ ‘New 


Wine,’ the saga (Hollywood version) 
of Franz Schubert. “Small Town’ 
category means primarily the ‘Hardy’ 


Series, while ‘Slapstick’ includes 
Laurel & Hardy—who are amazingly 
povular here—and Abbott & Cos- 
te'lo. 


In a query designed to determine 
relsiive pull of stars and stories in 
bringin? patrons, it was found that 
30% of Brazilians lay their coin on 
the b.o. sill because of the players 
in a picture and 70% because of the 
picture itself. 








Current Lonton Shows 





London, July 14. 
Adelphi, ‘Dancing Years.’ 
Aidwych, ‘Watch on Rhine.’ 
Ambassaders, ‘Why Not Tonight. 
Celiseum, ‘Maid of Mountains.’ 
Dachess, “Lifeline.” 
Garrick, “Warn That Man.’ 
Globe, ‘Morning Star.’ 
Haymarket, “Doctor's Dilemma.’ 
His Majesty’s, ‘Big Top.’ 
Lyric, ‘Land of Smiles.’ 
New, Sadler’s Wells Ballet. 
Palace, ‘Full Swing.’ ° 
Piccadilly, ‘Macbeth* 
Palladium, ‘Gangway.” 
St. James, ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 
Prince of Wales, ‘Happidrome” 
Prince’s, D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
St. Martin’s, ‘Rain.’ 
Saville, ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 
Savoy, ‘Man Who Came te Dinner.’ 
Strand, ‘Rebecca.’ 
Vaudeville, ‘Salt of ithe Earth.’ 
Victoria Palace, ‘20 to 1.’ 
Westminster, ‘Baby Mine.’ 
Wyndham’s, ‘Quiet Weekend.’ 





Roy, Stone Quit London 
Hotel Jobs for Vaude 


London, July 1. 


Harry Roy band has quit the Em- 
bassy club for vaudeville tour. Will 


be replaced by Johnny Claes, who is | 


in on three-month contract with op- 
tions. 

Lew Stone orch quit Dorchester 
hotel for extensive vaudeville tour, 


‘Gould on Radio From Rio 


| Walker Gould, United Artists for- 
'eign manager currently in Rio de 
Janeiro, will broadcast from there 
9-9:30 tonight (Wednesday) by short- 
‘wave to the U. S. He will speak 
lunder the auspices of the Brazilian 
|press and propaganda bureau. The 
|broadeast is originating at station 
| PHS there. 

| Notice of the broadcast was re- 
| ceived yesterday (Tuesday) by the 
| United Artists home office in New 
| York via cable. 








| 
| 


CLICK REVIVAL 


and will be replaced by Ord Hamil- | 


ton and his 
piece band. 
weeks with options. 

Jack Hamilton, original trumpeter 
with Paul Whiteman and Louis Arm- 
strong, no~ wielding the stick at the 
Bagatelle restaurant with Edmundo 
Ross’ rhumba outfit. 


PIC DEARTH UPS 
BRIT. REVIVALS 


London, July 1. 

Influx of film revivals, generally 
evidenced this time of year, has this 
year become more -rampant than 
ever, 

Reason for American revivals is 
mainly due to shortage of crop, due 
to difficulty in arrival, although quite 
a few, especially those with propa- 
ganda background, have been flown 
over by bombers. 

Shortage of home product, mainly 
due to casting and studio space diffi- 
culties, has caused great difficulty in 


Opens July 6 for five | 








maintaining quota regulations, with | 


these revivals coming as a_ real} 
savior. But surprise is that all these | 
rehashes are doing the business, and 
in many spots are proving real} 


money-getters. 


Faction Seeks To 
Unseat Leaders of 
Brit. Variety Union 


London, July i. 
Plenty of fireworks expected at 
next general meeting of Variety 
Artistes Federation, to be held July 
12. 


Important members of Water Rats | 


Association are forming strong op- 
position against leaders of VAF, who 
have been ruling outfit for years. 

Revolters, who are backbone 
vaudeville performers, 
present leaders have outlived . their 
usefulness, 


of 
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ney, in response to prodding from 
Gov. Lehman, clamped down on the 
casinos during height of the season. 
Thus far this year no nod has been 
received but operators are hopeful 
to the extent of setting their opening 
shows, 





Transportation? 
Transportation problems don't fig- 


ure in the Saratoga scene as they do | 


with tracks around New York City 
which are a day-by-day attraction 
Saratoga regulars usually trek up 


part thereof, will probably arrive 
earlier this year. Only handicap will 
come in lack of special] trains which 
covered highspot races. With Office 
of Defense Transportation on record 
against special service the Delaware 
@: Hudson R.R. is expected to stick 
to its scheduled four trips daily, one 
of which arrives in time for the first 
race and figures to handle the daily 
patrons, 


If experience of Empire City 
track, outside of Yonkers, is any 
criterion—track is short bus ride 
from end of subway and ODT nixed 
extra buses—bus lines will also stick 
to regular schedules, run no extras. 
Motorists, who have been getting all 
the gas they need in small towns 
above Westchester county, are won- 
dering whether new gas rationing 
plans, which go into action this week, 
will dry up this supoly and may 
take to the trains and buses. Horse- 
players are notorious for getting to 
the track despite all hurdles. 


| for the entire meet or a substantial 
| 





newly formed seven- | 


— OF GELGUDS 


maintatn | 





‘MACBETH 


London, July 14. 
John Gielgud returned last week 
to the West End in another Shake- 
spearean production, but the press 





notices for his ‘Macbeth,’ which 
opened Wednesday (8) at the 
Piccadilly, were 


Davies is featured with Gielgud. 
The other new play of the week is 
‘Salt of the Earth,’ which bowed at 
the Vaudeville theatre, Thursday 
night (9). A melodrama depicting 
an invaded France, it was cordially 
received and indicates an even 
chance. Jolo, 


‘VALLEY’ SMASH 136, 
TOPS B.A. GROSSES 














cr 


Buenos Aires, July 7. 

‘How Green Was My Valley’ (20th) 
was head and shoulders above any- 
thing else in town this week, par- 
ticularly in view of the generally 
off biz due to cold weather. Prize- 
| winning pict drew 52,000 pesas, ap- 
| proximately $13,000 U. S., to the 
Ocean and is set for a three-week 
stand. Next best was ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 

(M-G), which drew 28,000 ($7,000) 
to the Gran Rex. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
|gentine pesos, currently at about 27¢ 
|U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00)—‘El Piyama de 
Adan’ (“‘Adam’s Pajamas’) (Lumiton, 
Arg.-made). Nifty 18,000 (about 
$4.500) for this national, which ain't 
hay even for a Hollywood here. 
Last week, ‘When Ladies Meet’ 
(M-G), not bad, 14,000 (about $3,- 
500) on second run. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00: 2.50).- 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). So-so 
4.000 ($1,000) on its third and last | 


week, Last week, 9,000 ($2,300). 
Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 


200; 1.50)—“How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th). Socko 52,000 ($13,- 
000). Last week, ‘La Mentirosa’ 





Far Eastern War 


Chimed to Have 
Upped Chinese 


Desire for U.S. Pix 





‘Valley’ House Record In 
Mex City, 22'4G, 4 Wks. 


Mexico City, July 7. 
An all-time house record was 
established by “How Green Was My 
Valley’ at the Cine Olimpia here, 
only American-managed cinema in 


Mexico. Skipper is Edmund P. 
Noonan, brother of actress Sally 
O'Neil. 


‘Valley’ ran four solid weeks at the 
Olimpia and had a total gross of 
$100,000 (Mex.) ($22,500 U. S.), best 
ever done by any film at this stand. 
Some other pix there have had big- 
ger weekly grosses, but ‘Valley’ had 
the biggest sustained business. Tops 
were high, opening at $2.50 (Mex.) 
(about 60c.) and continuing at $2 
(45c.). 


FILM UNIONS IN 
MEX CONFLICT 


Mexico City, July 7. 

A publicity war in the form of paid 
ads in local dailies has been launched 
by section 1 (local pic workers) of 
the National Picture Workers Union 
on the recently organized Mexican 
Union of Cinematographic Industry 
Workers. Latter is backed by the 
Confederation of Workers and Peas- 
ants of Mexico, bitter rival of the 
Confederation of Mexican Workers, 
to which the NPWU belongs. 


The NPWU accuses the Mexican 
|} Union of seeking to block the labor 
jharmony program that President 
| Manuel Avila Camacho has institut- 
ed by maneuvering to draw members 
from the National, which claims a 
membership of 7,000. The National 
declares in the ads, signed by its sec- 
retary-general, Pedro Tellez Vargas, 
that the Mexican cannot count as 
a member a single one of the picture 
workers, for, the ads claim, the Na- 
tional controls all the workers in the 
industry. 

The National further accuses the 
Mexican of engineering discord in 
the picture workers’ ranks by offer- 
ing the exhibitors the services of its 
members, a move which the National 
avers is intended to ‘beat down 
wages and break collective labor con- 
tracts.’ 

The National has complained to 
President Avila Camacho. 











WALLER WINS 10G SUIT 





| FROM HYLTON ON PACT 


London, July 1, 
Judgment for $10,000 was awarded 
Jack Walier in his suit against Jack 
Hylton. 
Plaintiff claimed damages for al- 





(‘Sono Film, Arg.-made); socko 27,-| leged repudiation of agreement to 

| 060 ($6,800). produce a cavalcade of Waller’s 
Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lauta-| ™usical comedies. Hylton denied 
ret) (3,305; 250; 2.00)—‘Smilin’ |-contract was finally agreed upon. 

Thru’ (M-G). Nice 28,000 ($7,000) | 

for this technicolor musical. Last 





| week, ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G), o.k. 
| 23,000 for second week. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1.400: 2.00: | 
1.50).—Capvtains of Clouds’ (WB). 


| Fairish 7.500 ($1,900 on second run. 
19,000 ($4,800), previously 
the Opera. 
ister’ (WB), flat 8,000 ($2,000). 


(Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 


| O.K, 


at 
| 


Menumental 
‘3,300; 2.00: 
(Sono Film, Arg.-made). Nifty 13,- 
COO ($3,000) for this national on sec- 
ond run, after excellent 27,000 ($7.- 
000) week previous across the street 
ai the Ocean. Last week, “Concierto 
de Almas’ (Baires-Almar, Arg.- 
made), wobbly 5,000 ($1,000). 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2.00). 
—The Spoilers’ (U). O.K. 24,000 
($6,000). Last week, ‘Male Animal’ 
(WB), not as good 20,000 ($5,000). 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 2.00; 1.50). 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Eighth and 
final week for this unexpectedly 
strong grosser, 9,000 ($2,000). Last 
week. switched to lower-price pol- 
icy, drew 12,000. 

Broadway ‘(Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2,863; 2.00: 1.50)—‘Marines Are 
Ready’ and ‘Playmates’ (both RKO). 
Not bad 10,600 ($2,300) for this com- 


Aires’ (San Miguel, Arg.-made), neat 
9.000 ($2,000) for second 
this grade local. 





Last week, ‘Prime Min- |! 


1.50).—‘La Mentirosa’ | 


bo. Last week, ‘En El Viejo Buenos 


week of 








| | H’wood Stunters 


; 
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was Bradley Clark when 
parts, and Gene Smith for stunts), 
|} had a tour with Hagenbeck-Wallace 
circus (1938), has been with thrill] 
| shows on the read and had two 
years in Hollywood. And he’s re- 
jcently been picking his way along 
| the non-primrose path which has to 


i 


ibe traversed by all potential 
chutists. 
‘Every day,’ Smith says, ‘I'm 


picking up something new I can add 
to my repertoire for fancy prices 
when I get back from the Army to 
Hollywood.’ 

Of Hollywood background, and in 
th> same class with Smith, is Lt. 
Jack Watson, late hoss handler of 
the Harry Sherman westerns (Para- 
mount), and he’s picking up a few 
things in the army which may aid 
him, too, 

Neither thought = inuch about 
parachutes fer the usual Hollywood 
reason—money. But they event- 
ually came around to it. 

‘Parachute troops,” Smith scoffed 
recently. “i could get $50 for tak- 
ing one good prattfall in a film, why 
should I jump out of a plane at 
1,500 feet for $100 extra?’ 

But for Uncle Samuel, 
both made a blanket deal! 





they've 








Hollywood, July 14. 

War in the Pacific, far from ruin- 
ing China’s market for the American 
motion picture, has served only to 
increase the public’s demand and the 
resourcefulness of exhibitors. This 
is the purport of the message cur- 
rently being circulated to the indus- 
try here by a special mission sent out 
officially by the Chinese government 
to arrange for a reorganized system 
of film distribution from Hollywood 
to Chungking, and points beyond. 

Members of the mission—are T, Y. 
Lo, v.p. of the China Motion Picture 
Corp.; Dr. Kinn Wei Shaw, chair- 
man of China National Film Corp, 
and Dr. Maurice William, director of 
the East and West Association of 
New York. They are convinced that 
a market, formerly computed in 
millions, not only can be restored, 
but even increased. Their purpose 
here is to convince Hollywood pro- 
ducers that this diagnosis is correct. 

‘It is really quite simple,’ said Lo, 
following a get-together function 
with the industry arranged through 
the sponsorship of the War Depart- 
ment and the Producers Association. 
‘In 1935, we had 345 theatres in 
China, nearly all of them in Coastal 
cities. These are now in the hands 
of the Japanese. 

‘However, 50,000,000 of our people 
got away and went into the interior. 
They represent an excellent manket 
which we propose to reach, with 
Hollywood's cooperation. Our means 
of doing this, of course, is not public 
property, but this much can be 
said: 


‘The Japanese, with all their vigi- 
lance, have mever been able to 
thwart our supply communications 
with America. And the transporta- 
tion problem can be greatly mini- 
mized by shipping 16 mm. film, 
which we can ‘blow up’ for presen- 
tation on our screens.’ 

He added that the demand in 
China for the Hollywood-product 
had been on a ratio of 10 to 1, as 
compared with pictures imported 
from other countries. 


Of India Coin If 
Japs Threaten 


The approximate $350,000 in rentals 





doing | 


of all companies frozen im India, 
where it can’t be touched in any 
way, will be turned over te the dis- 
tributors in the event of an invasion 
or imminent danger of the money 
falling into enemy hands, it was 
stated in New York yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Frank V. Kennebeck, who 
just returned from Bombay Monday 
(13). He is general manager for 
Paramount in the Indian territory 
and is on his first visit to the states 
in several years. It took him 52 days 
by freighter to get here. 

Kennebeck reported that in spite 
of blackouts in India, busimess there 
is in very good shape. However, in 
the Indian territory, of 1,300 theatres, 
900 exhibit native product only. 

Due to invasion by the Japs, all 
business has been lost in Burma, 
Kennebeck pointed out, adding that 
iPar could not get even a dozen 
prints out of the country. 

Since the closing of the Calcutta 
office, Par has opened a branch at 
Dethi. Main office continues to be at 
Bombay, however. 

UA Exec’s Repert 

Carlos Moore, United Artists 
manager in India, returned to New 
York Monday (13) to report business 
on a level keel, maintaining the 
average of the past few years. 
American distributors in India are 
confronted with increasing restric- 
tions set up by the Indian govern- 
ment in an effort to increase pro- 
duction of native films. 

Due to shortage of raw film stock 
and curtailment of shipping space, 
native producers have been obliged 
to cut footage on their 12- and 16- 
reel productions. This is being used 
as a basis for further restrictions 
against U. S. films. 

Film Board of Trade of India has 
applied to the U. S. State Depart- 
ment to give film shipments an es- 
sential rating so as to maintain de- 
liveries of American product tor 





normal purposes as well as to pro- 
vide U. S. soldiers in India with en- 
tertainment, 
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Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 


ferred, even though his brother, 
Mitchell, projectionist at the the- 
atre, enlisted this week in the Navy 
as an electrician, second class. 

So into 1-A went Joe Rapalus by 
the vote of the board, of which he is 
chairman. 





More Filmers In 
Hollywood, July 14. 


Paul Renay, Jack Briggs, Gordon | 
Jones, screen actors, Army. 

William Bakewell, film player, 
Army Medical Corps. 

Tom Skeffington, singer, Army. 

Nate Slott, assistant director, Coast 
Guard. 

Bill Shirley, singer, Army. 

Edward A, Blatt, dialog director, 
Army. 

James Hall, RKO transportation 
department, Army. 

Herb Stinson, Motion Picture In- 
dustry Public Relations Committee, 
Navy. 

George Cooper, Columbia sound 
technician, Army Air Corps. 

James Hall, RKO transportation, 


Army. 

Red Doff, actors business manager, 
Army. 

Jack Watson, film horse trainer, 
Army. 


Louis Hayward, screen actor, Ma- 
rines. a, 
Joe Weston, Warners publigity, 


Army. 
Mike Spector, artists manager, 
Army. 
Owen Crump, Warners writer, 


Army Air Corps. 
Amory Eckley, radio agent, Army 
Air Corps. 





Cleveland’s Quota 
Cleveland, July 14. 


Ray Twardy, former Ohio diving 
champion and Aquacade performer 
until he gave up swimming to be- 
come a nitery m.c., signed up for 
Navy Aviation Corps. 

Harry Mamolen turned his Mexi- 
can Bar Club over to his singing 
wife, Nina Ruvinoff, to operate for 
the duration when he was drafted 
into Army last week. 

Kenneth Graham, co-director of 
Cain Park’s municipal strawhatter, 
who recently enlisted in the Navy, 
granted a short deferment to allow 
him to finish his theatrical work 
here. 





From M. C. to M. C. 
Camp Croft, S. C., July 14. 

Pvt. Phil Geller, former vaude 
and nitery entertainer, is m. c. and 
comic of the battalion variety shows 
presented here by the special serv- 
ice office. 

Talent for the shows is chosen 
from soldiers stationed at the camp. 


WBBM’s Bartlett Meets the Army 
Milwaukee, July 14. 


Tommy Bartlett, WBBM’s ‘Meet 
the Missus’ m.c. in Chicago, Army 
Air Force. 





19 Publicists in Service 

A total of 19 members of the 
Screen Publicists Guild, who were 
in publicity or advertising posts in 
N. Y. film offices, have been in- 
ducted into the service. They range 
from privates to lieutenants, latter 
being highest rank so far. 


The guildsmen now in the army 
are Victor Steibel, James Boyle, 
Roger Lewis, William Chambliss, 
William Graziano, Frank P. Liber- 
man, Stanley Hodes, Eddie. Solomon, 
Sam Kreisler, Harry Krebs, William 
Raynor, Leo Pillot, George Scher, 
Sanford B. Cohen, Bert Gilden, M. 
Weinstein, Mark. Yurman, Joseph 
Gould and Herbert Kaul. 


inducted. 





John O. Bishop, engineer, 


Norfolk, Va. 


Jack Berv, of three Berv Brothers 
who were Toscanini’s French horn 


section at NBC, Army. 


Jack Campbell, assistant manager 
of the Branford, Newark, into the 
Army. 





Bert Wayne, nev'scaster at WNEW, 
N. Y., into uniform and a motorized 
unit at Pine Camp, N. Y. He was 
known as Norbert Alexis when he 
worked for WBRY, Waterbury, Conn. 





a 
Tom Parks, translator in foreign 


Gould was 
president of the SPG until recently 


and 

John G. Erixon, mikeman, at WTAR, 

Bishop is at Fort 

Eustis while Erixon, who emceed an 

Army recruiting program, ‘The Girl 

—- at WTAR, is at Camp Lee, 
a. 








J 


department of Hays org and a cap- 
tain in the Quartermaster Corps, to 
Camp Warren, Cheyenne, Wyo., for a 
three-month of refresher training. 

















Mack Schorr, manager of Claude 
Thornhill orch, hit the Army 
the draft route on Monday (13). 


via | 


Government in the east has suffered 
by comparison with high studio 
professional standard, while cost of 
production has also been much 
higher than in Hollywood. 

Capra will be working out of the 
Fox Western Avenue Studio, Holly- 
wood, part of which has been leased 
for the purpose at a rental of $1 per 
year for the duration. 
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was just thinking of my young ones 
at home, who haven't any.” 





Now it’s Constance Talmadge who 
Ges the Stage Door Canteen 10% 
commission for being ‘discovered’ on 
the premises. 

Miss Talmadge, who quit the 
screen with the advent of sound and 
never once emerged from her retire- 
ment for a series of ‘comebacks,’ 
would have been perfectly content 
to remain in her non-professional 
role of Mrs. Walter Giblin, wife of 
Major Giblin (now stationed in a 
foreign port), if Fate, in the person 
of Sarah Staam, hadn’t crossed her 
path at the Stage Door Canteen. It 
is Miss Staam, a fellow worker at 
the Canteen, who has persuaded the 
still vivacious Connie Talmadge of 
the silent flickers to make her stage 
debut at Newport this summer. 
She’s already received a_ cable 
from her husband saying, ‘No mat- 
ter what happens, remember I still 
love you!’ 





If you really want a gander at a 
mutual admiration society, stop in at 
the Canteen any night (providing of 
course, that you’re a worker, wear a 
uniform or have $100!). 

You're liable to find Danny Kaye, 
meeting Helen Hayes for the first 
time and being in a dither about it, 
while Miss Hayes is going into 
ecstasies over hearing Mr. Kaye sing 
‘Melody in Four F’...or you can 
eavesdrop in the dressing room as 
Lynn Fontanne rushes backstage and 
extends her hand simply to Gracie 
Fields and says, ‘I’m Miss Fontanne’ 
and is then covered with confusion 
as they both try to compliment each 
other. 





‘I Left My Heart at the Stage Door 
Canteen’ was illustrated with a real 
Cupid’s arrow, when 23-year-old 
Private Richard Ellington Conrad of 
Champaign, Ill. (Pop. 900) went back 
to the ‘army routine’ and left behind 
an engagement ring on the finger of 
18-year-old junior hostess and radio 
singer, Norma Goodwin. 

They met exactly four Sundays 
ago. He must have proposed over 
the doughnuts, because it’s against 
the rules for any of the hostesses to 
date any of the boys — and what 
hostess would break a rule for a 
tall, biond ’n’ handseme private! 





High spot of Judy Garland’s visit 
to the Canteen was the duet she sang 
with Johnny Mercer. A parody on 
‘How About You?’, written especially 
for the occasion by the prolific Mr. 
M., it goes like this: 

I like Stage Door Canteen 
How about you? 
They're full of big marines 
That’s why you do 
(Judy) I like a uniform on the land 
or sea 
(Johnny) What I like the mostest is 
all of the hostesses 
(Judy) How about me? 
(Johnny) Naturally. 
(Judy) When I’m by a Soldier’s side, 
I can’t resist, 
(Johnny) I guess that maybe I’d bet- 
ter enlist. 
(Judy) Mr. Mercer, I may be wrong, 
But I think we’re on too long, 
(Johnny) I think so too, 
(Both) But we like us 
How about you? 
(Exit to terrific applause) 











U. S. Pix Upbeat 
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more than anything else. 

Garson Kanin had the job of 
painting slides, among other things, 
when in service last year. He is 
likely to return to the Army next 
month in some capacity where he 
figures he can be more useful. * 

Meantime, the switch from east 
to west coast in Army film produc- 
tion has in the past week given 
Hollywood personnel, either in 
service or on point of enlisting for 
duty with film units, new hope. 
Aside from the psychological factor, 
Coast production obviously offers 
improved technical advantages un- 
available elsewhere. 

Quality of films produced for the 








up from the accessory department. 
Lee Levine, recent addition to the 
office, replaces Wintner. 

Louis Weiner appointed by Para- 
mount to exploitation spot in this 
territory , covering Pittsburgh, 


Philade)phia and Washington. He 
succeeds Jim Furman, transferred 
to Atlanta. Weiner is a former 
Pittsburgher and_ recently was 


around doing special publicity for 
revival of the Chaplin ‘Gold Rush.’ 
Before that, he helped with drum 
beat Ben. Marden’s Riviera road- 
house in N. J, 

_Albert C. Detwiler new Manos 
circuit manager in Latrobe, replac- 
ing Dick McCool. Latter goes to 
the Manos in Uniontown, taking 
over spot vacated by V. L. Watkins’ 
departure for army. Detwiler is 
from Jeannette, where he had been 
with Harris chain for sevéral years 
prior to resigning a few months ago 
to become circulation manager for 
the Jeannette News-Dispatch. 

Mary Civitarese, daughter of An- 
thony Civaterese, owner of the 
Strand, Pitcairn, took over manage- 
ment of the house from her cousin, 
Guido Ricci, who recently went into 
army. 

Matteo Faenza turned over com- 
plete ownership and management of 
his Roosevelt and Family theatres 
in Bentleyville to his son and 
daughter, Frank and Mary Louise 
Faenza. Another Faenza house, the 
Roosevelt in Republic, Pa., leased to 
Ted Laskey and Gene Basle. 

J. Kenyon Reed transferred his 
Shinglehouse (Pa.) theatre to 
Donald Enstrom, former projection- 
ist at the house. Enstrom also 
acquired ‘radio and electric suppl 
store formerly operated by Reed. 
The latter recently retired from 
active exhibition to enter defense 
industry project and now in Chi- 
cago working on a Government 
radio job. 

Frank Weitzel, booked for most 
of the 32 Alpine circuit houses, re- 
signed; no replacement yet. 

James Macris transferring his 
Eldred (Pa.) theatre to Wally An- 
derson, Mt. Jewett exhibitor. 
Vaughan O’Neill, recently upped 
from assistant manager of the Penn 
here to the managership of Loew’s 
in Canton, O., shifted again, this 
time to Cleveland, where he be- 
comes manager of Loew’s State. 
He’s exchanging places with A. H. 
Buehrig. Dayton berth was vacated 
by Orville Crouch’s induction into 
the army. In meantime, Tommy 
Delbridge, who came on from St. 
Louis to replace O’Neill here, will 
move to Indianapolis, Dayton and 
Kansas City for next few weeks to 
fill in as a Loew relief manager dur- 
ing vacation season. 





McDonald Hosts Golfery 


A golf tournament Sunday (12) 
wound up a three-day meeting of 
Warner theatre contact managers 
and field supervisors, presided over 
by W. Stewart McDonald, assistant 
treasurer, of the homeoffice. Vari- 
ous new practices in accounting and 
other operations of the comptroller’s 
department were formulated as a 
means of adding to efficiency and 
economy of operation. 





Canadian House Reopens 
Regina, Sask., July 14. 

Closed for many years, the Palace 
at Sceptre, Sask., has been remodeled 
and opened by the Riddler circuit. It 
seats 350. 

_ Gerald E. Dealtry has been named 
inspector of motion picture houses 
for Saskatchewan. 

Variety, Calgary, closed for three 
days for alterations. Plaza, Calgary, 
is to be renovated. 

Charles Horning, assistant manager 
of the Met theatres, Regina, now as- 
sistant manager of the Capitol, re- 
placing Charles Baird, who resigned. 





Fabian’s Latest 

Fabian organization has leased the 
newly constructed Hy-Way Theatre, 
1,200 seater on Route 4, outside Pat- 
erson, N. J. Theatre, part of a new 
and complete shopping and recrea- 
tion center, has large parking facili- 
ties and is smack in the middle of a 
recently expanded war production 
area. Berk & Krumgold, realtors 
handled the deal. 





Montague Upped in L. A. 

Calvin Montague, assistant ad 
salesman at the Warners Los Angeles 
exchange, has been promoted to 
head the ad sales department there. 
In the same branch, Walter O’Con- 
nell, ad salesman, has been made 
head shipper while Harvey Lithgow, 
whom he sueceeds, has become a 
booker. 

At the WB erage gee exchange 
Allan S. Berkowitz, ad salesman, ad- 
vanced to booker’s post, with Earl 
Gingrey brought in from the out- 
side to take over Berkowitz’s for- 
mer duties. 











of contract is left. .And here is 
where the studios are especially in a 
dilemma. 

A certain actor is a good ex- 
ample of the problem, as he is 
among the stars endeavoring to get 
into active service. Should he en- 
list, his firm can abrogate his con- 
tract, but would thus be placing it- 
self in the p*sition of possibly los- 
ing him to another studio when the 
war is over. If the studio suspends 
the star’s contract for the duration 
latter would return to the studio to 
finish out his long termer, which 
probably still has a few years to 
run. However, then company would 
be assuming the responsibility of 
on. of the highest salaries in the 
film industry, despite the fact that 
the war may last for years and 
the actor, off the screen for that 
length of time might be forgotten by 
the public and no longer be a box- 
office draw commensurate with his 
salary. There’s also the possibility if 
he sees active duty of changes in 
physical appearance which would 
impair his screen personality but the 
firm if utilizing the ‘suspension,’ 
would have to pay him regardless 
until the contract’s end. 

Some contracts have no ‘suspen- 
sion’ option, while others limit such 
a period to one year. In either 
case, with a star going into uniform, 
the studio can lose the performer 
to a competitive outfit when the war 
is over. 

A Hollywood Problem 

Major company attorneys in N. Y. 
state that these problems are usually 
worked out in Hollywood via agree- 
ments between the production heads 
and the stars going into service. 
Such supplementary deals on the 
‘suspension’ clause could take into 
consideration all the eventualities of 
the war, i.e., physical changes in the 
performer; duration of service and 
possible impairment of the actor's 
boxoffice value. 

Another attorney saw the possi- 
bility of the studios being able to 
‘borrow’ the stars from the Army 
and Navy for occasional pictures, 
thus keeping their contracts in force. 
However, there’s a public issue in- 
volved here that might set off the 
same type of fireworks occasioned 
a couple of months ago by the sad 
‘blanket deferment’ error, in which 
one Army official misguidedly stated 
that the film industry should get 
exemption of key studio employees 
because of their value, in morale 
work. This might be a negative fac- 
tor in the ‘borrowing’ idea, but it 
is expected that ohce the heat of 
the draft system dies down, it should 
be as feasible to do so as obtains in 
England, without offending any 
hyper-patriotic citizens. 

It was also pointed out that the 
Government, sooner or later, may 
issue a ruling on personal services 
contracts—as it did on servicemen’s 
civilian debts—and thus solve the 
entire problem for the studios. 

In England, during World War I, 
two decisions, in 1917 and 1919, both 
held that the war terminated con- 
tracts. There is no such legal prece- 
dent in the U. S. 


Agent Vs. Gene Autry 
Poses 10% Problem Too 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Harry Wurtzel, agent, has started 
two arbitration suits against Gene 
Autry, in which the western star is 
charged with contract evasion. The 
actions were instituted with the 
Screen Actors’ Guild and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists, and 
adjudication will be closely ob- 
served by agents and actors as a test 
case to determine the validity of an 
artist-agent contract, when a per- 
former goes into military service. 

Such cases must first be submit- 
ted to the SAG for arbitration be- 
fore being taken into court. 

Wurtzel’s complaint is that Autry’s 
contract with him has two and one- 
half years to run, which is the dura- 
tion of the actor’s pact with Repub- 
lic. Autry’s gross income from ra- 
dio, pictures, records and other 
sources is said to be approximately 
$500,000 annualty. Wurtzel has held 
Autry’s contract since 1936. 

Arbitration proceedings are ex- 
pected to start within 10 days as 
Autry is due for Army induction 
soon. 

Wurtzel’s attorney says the first 
action involves unpaid commission 
on Autry’s earnings amounting to 
$191,750. Second cause for action is 
for earnings allegedly undisclosed to 
Wurtzel, for which full accounting 
is asked. 

Issues seem confused according 
to Autry’s attorney, John O’Malveny, 





who says the only action filed is that 
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with AFRA and SAG for arbitration 
of Wurtzel’s claim of $19,006 unpaid 
commissions. 

«Settlement of Autry’s contract 
with Wurtzel has been hanging fire 
since March, but with the cowboy 
star going into Army Air Corps that 
scuttled all negotiations, Known 
that Autry has been trying to break 
away from Wurtzel for some time. 

What to Do With Burnette? 

Gene Autry joins the Army Air 
Corps late this month, leaving Re- 
public minus eight westerns on which 
the studio had counted heavily for 
1942-43, Star goes into the service at 
Bolling Field, Wash., with the rank 
of sergeant but will be allowed to 
complete his current job in ‘Bells 
of Capistrano.’ 

Meanwhile, Autry hopes to con- 
tinue his radio series as a govern- 
ment program, if he can induce Philip 
K. Wrigley, his current sponsor, to 
make the contribution. 

What to do with Smiley Burnette 
is a problem at Republic. Burnette 
has been a highly-paid comic side- 
kick for Autry, whose pictures are 
produced on a richer budget than the 
ordinary western. Studio can’t use 
him in the Three Mesquiteers series 
because of financial limitations. In 
the Roy Rogers series, George 
‘Gabby’ Hays has established his 
own following as a comedian, 





Autry’s Chicago Rodeo 
Chicago, July 14. 

Gene Autry will present a mam- 
moth rodeo show in Chicago at Sol- 
dier’s Field, for a seven-day period, 
starting July 23. 

‘Melody Ranch,’ Autry broadcast 
for Wrigley, will emanate from here, 
5:30 to 6 p.m., Chicago time, over 
WBBM, on Sunday, July 26. 

Autry was inducted today (14) as 
a technical sergeant in the United 
States Army. He has no informa- 
tion as to when he will be called 
into active service. 


TOM GERAGHTY 3D MAN 
ON L. A. CENSOR BODY 


Washington, July 14. 

Tom J. Geraghty, screen writer 
and former newspaperman, has been 
appointed a third member of the Los 
Angeles Board of Review, a unit of 
the Office of Censorship. Director 
Byron Price, announcing Geraghty’s 
selection, said that the new board 
member was chosen primarily be- 
cause of his broad foreign experience 
in the film industry. He was once on 
the staff of the N.Y. Herald Tribune, 
and has written feature pictures for 
such producers as C. B. de Mille and 
Marshall Neilan. He spent some time 
in England ine charge of the new 
Paramount studios there, and subse- 
quently traveled through Europe and 
northern Africa in search of film 
material. He wrote and was asso- 
ciate producer of the first Techni- 
color picture made abroad, ‘Wings of 
the Morning,’ for 20th Century-Fox. 

The L. A. Board of Review and & 
similar board in New York examine 
films for export or import. They are 
charged with preventing military or 
economic information of value to the 
enemy from leaving the country in 
films, and with keeping enemy prop- 
aganda out of films brought into the 
U.S. Chairman of the Los Angeles 
board is Watterson R. Rothacker; the 
executive officer is Major Ralph W. 
Liddle. 
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mitted to say that the show comes 
‘under the courtesy of the Cafe 
Doakes’, but each act will be in- 
troduced as an individual. The same 
goes for the band. AGVA officials 
argue that the actors perform as 
individuals and because they want 
to do something to cheer up lone- 
some service men—and they’re not 
putting on a show because the nitery 
nabobs ordered them to do so. 

M.c.s will also be forbidden to 
mention names of theatres sending 
shows. This is to prevent ‘commer- 
cilization’ of the canteen, as well 
as to give the credit for appearance 
to the actor. 

Charging that so-called ‘patriotic 
organizations’ were forcing shows on 
soldiers in order td get personal 
glory, Richard Mayo, executive sec- 
retary of the Philly local of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
has announced that hereafter no re- 
quests for acts would be honored 
unless they came either from the 
commander or morale officer of the 





military unit seeking a show. 
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Twin City Indies Passing Up Sock 
Pix in Protest Against Playing % 





Minneapolis, July 14. 

The unusual situation has arisen 
here of most of the Twin City in- 
dependent exhibitors passing up 
many of the outstanding boxoffice 
bets as a protest against percentage. 

Under the Paramount deal terms 
the Minneapolis and St. Paul in- 
dependent exhibitors have been 
privileged to cancel the percentage 
pictures. Although ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ has been doing smash biz in 
its loop first-run, Northwest Allied 
leaders insist that most of the Twin 
City members will not play it, not 
only because of the percentage re- 
quirement, but also because of the 
demand for boosted admissions. — 

Other Paramount percentage pic- 
tures, which have done very big busi- 
ness both downtown and in the Min- 
nesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) neigh- 
borhood and suburban spots, but 
which, with a few exceptions, Twin 
City independents have cancelled 
because of the sharing terms are 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘My Favor- 
ite Blonde.’ 

Few of the Twin City independ- 
ents are taking ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ for pop price showing on 
Metro’s separate deal calling for 
40%, although the recent loop en- 
gagement at regular admission 
prices brought a terrific gross. 
Availing themselves of the privilege 
of cancelling one percentage picture 
in the deal, the indies also have 
passed up Warners’ ‘Captains of the 
Clouds’ or ‘They Died With Their 
Boots On,’ both big grossers in these 
parts. 

It’s a great break for Par whose 
loop and neighborhood houses have 
been cashing in on the pictures be- 
cause they cannot be seen except 
in (its) spots. Independent leaders 
admit that they’re hurting their 
pocketbooks, but they figure it’s a 
matter of principle and that in the 
long run they’ll be ahead. 

The indies point out that this is 
one way to fight percentage and to 
keep it from becoming more strongly 
intrenched here. They’re averse to 
establishment of the precedent of 
playing the percentage pictures be- 
cause, according to their way of 
reasoning, it would lead to more and 
higher percentage pictures in sub- 
sequent seasons. Besides, they claim, 
while they might make money on 
these percentage films the ensuing 
beskings would suffer more at box- 
office, this having been the experi- 
ence. 


HEAT ON AT WARNERS, 
IN THE AIR AND PROD. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Warners picked a hot week (high in 
the 90s) to register a new high in 
production, with nine features and 
one short working at the same time. 
Latest addition was the high-budget 
Jesse Lasky biographical play, ‘The 
Adventures of Mark Twein,.’ 

Also before the lenses are ‘The 
Desert Song,’ ‘The Hard Way,” ‘Patri- 
cia O'Rourke,’ ‘Gentleman Jim,’ ‘Cas- 
sablanca,’ ‘Air Force,’ “Watch on the 
Rhine,’ ‘You Can’t Escape Forever’ 
and a patriotic briefie, “Beyond 4he 
Line of Duty.’ 


RKO Countersues Fla. 
Exhibiters for $1,186 


RKO Radio Pictures, as a defend- 
ant in an anti-trust suit by Miami 
exhibitors, J. P. Benitoa and Jo- 
sephine Fernandez Benitoa, filed a 
counterclaim in answer to the plain- 
tiffs in N. Y. federal court Monday 
(13), asking $1,186 for alleged breath 
of contract. 

RKO claims a rental contract was 
entered into between Nov. 25, 1941, 
and April 16, 1942, whereby specified 
pictures distributed by RKO were to 
be exhibited in the Benitoas’ Modern 
or Liberty, Miami. The complaint 
alleges the Benitoas failed to comply 
with the agreement and refused ‘to 
pay for the films. 


Bassler Anchored 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Robert Bassler, who handled pro- 
duction reins on ‘Girl Trouble’ and 
‘My Gal Sal’ at z0th-Fox, was hand- 
ed a new contract as associate pro- 
ducer. 

Currently he is 
Empty Room.’ He was formerly 
p’cduction assistant to Robert T. 
Kane, now in England. 

















preparing ‘The 





Another Roar for Dull 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Metro signed Orville O. Dull to a 
new producer contract under a term 
deal with the customary half-year 
hikes. 

Currently Dull is working on 
‘Clear for Action,’ as co-producer 
with Robert Z. Leonard, 


DATE ON UMPI PLAN 
HEARING SET THIS WK. 


Date for hearing before Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in N. Y. federal 
court on the United Motion Picture 
Industry plan, following months of 
preparation and negotiation, is ex- 
pected to be set this week, possibly 
today (Wednesday). This fina) step 
follows some changes in the legal 
verbiage of the plan recommended 
by the Department of Justice during 
the past week. Revisions, strictly as 
to language and not affecting the 
plan basically, were of a minor 
character and did not require much 
time on the part of the legal ccom- 
mittee of the UMPI. 

With the changes made, Austin C. 
Keough, v.p. of Paramount, and 
head of the UMPI legal committee, 
went to Washington Monday (13) to 
personally return the plan to the 
D. of J. with the newly-worded por- 
tions included. 

Assumption in the trade is that 
the D. of J. is prepared to recom- 
mend adoption of the plan to the 
courts in view of having merely re- 
quested some changes in the legal 
language, although the department, 








Balance of National 
Theatre Execs H.0. West 


Balance of the National Theatres 
executives who have remained 
New York since Charles Skouras suc- 
ceeded brother Spyros as president 
of the circuit, move out to the Coast 
in August. Among those going are 
H. C. Cox, NT treasurer, and five 
others in the film booking and buy- 
ing departments, Ed Zabel, film 
buyer, is already on the Coast. 


Move completes consolidation of 
National Theatres operation out of 
Los Angeles. Offices are being re- 
tained at the same quarters in New 
York because board of directors 
meetings will continue being held in 
the east. 

Dan Michalove and A. S. Gandy, 
v.p. of National Theatres, stay in 
New York as the chain's eastern 
reps. Two houses in the éast, one in 
Detroit and the other in Phila- 
delphia, which have been reporting 
to the New York office, will also shift 
to L. A. supervision, 

John P. Edmondson, secretary of 
National Theatres, left Monday (13) 
to join the Army Air Corps. 


Villainy Roams Afar 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Republic ventures into its next 
cliffhanger, ‘G-Man vs. the Black 
Dragon,’ with international compli- 
cations, stretching from Lake Holly- 

wood to the hillsides of Fujiyama. 
Chapter play goes into the writing 
mill with Ron Davidson, Joe O’Don- 
nell, Joe Poland and William Lively 
devising predicaments to be solved 
by William O'Sullivan, associate pro- 











On a Double Spot 


Hollywood, July 14. 
Republic hoisted George Sherman 
from associate producer of the Red 
Barry western series to a double job 
as producer-director of features. 


meantime, has not indicated any of- 
ficial attitude in that direction or 
otherwise. 


First chore in his dual capacity is 
‘X Marks the Spot,’ rolling this 
week. 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Film industry had a narrow escape from three bits of adverse legisla- 
tion, introduced in the Louisiana state legislature about a month ago. All 

dills subsequently have been withdrawn, with little chance that they 
will be re-introduced this session. 

Of the three proposals—film censorship, a block-booking scheme and an 
anti-choin theatre bill—the latter was rated as the most dangerous. It 
would have established a graduated theatre seat tax and an occupation tax 
for all film theatre circuits doing business in Louisiana. Whether it would 
have been applicable oniy on theatres in that State, or to all houses oper- 
ated by chains having theatres ir, Louisiana, was not cleared up before 
the proposal was withdrawn. The block-booking proposal, it is believed, 
only would have further muddled the present Consent Decree situation. 

















_Metro played Spencer Tracy as its ace-in-the-hole to get the screen 
rights to the Philip Barry legit play, “Without Love,” in which Katharine 
Hepburn will star on Broadway in the fall. Naturally the femme star 
goes with the screen version, but she refuses to do the job without Tracy 
AS the male lead. The Culver City lot has Tracy under contract. Other 
studios made higher bids for “Without Love, but could not negotiate a 
loanout deal for Tracy. Meanwhile war conditions may change the whole 





situation. If Tracy goes into the Army, as he has indicated, before the 
film is ready to start, there is a clause in the contract that the purchase 
of the screen rights will revert to the highest bidder, which is not Metro. 


It all depends on whether Tracy follows his friend, Clark Gable, into the 
service, 





Travelers in the film industry are going back to the old-fashioned 
method of riding in airplanes when they move from coast to coast. This 
method had been practically abandoned, due to the genéral impression 
that the Government had taken over the airlines. Joe Public also ac- 
quired the same idea, although the Federal authorities are merely apply- 
ing a system of priority control over the air companies, Result is that 
many planes are sailing eastward with half-capacity loads. Studio trans- 
portation departments have discovered that air rides can often be bought 
when rail and Pullman accommodations are nil. The hazard exists, of 
course, of being dislodged by some military priority. 





Gregory Ratoff, who has been shooting some vaudeville specialty stuff 
in N. Y. for his forthcoming Columbia filmusical, ‘Something to Shout 
About,’ has been the source of no small amusement to his Broadway in- 
timates. The manner in which he treated Leonard Gautier’s ‘The Brick- 
layers,’ dog act, is a saga in itself, thanking each and every terrier very 
elaborately for their individual performances. The director was com- 
pletely enamored of the pooch act, which, incidentally, for a turn of its 
kind, got a fancy film fee ($5,000) for its chore. Ratoff also shot a number 
of colored acts—Chuck and Chuckles, Hazel Scott, Teddy Wilson’s band, 
etc. Film has a Winter Garden and vaudeville background. 





Canadian National Film Board has agreed that film provided by the 
March of Time, U. S. newsreel film organization, and used as part of a 
National Film Board picture, will not be exhibited outside Canada, it was 
Stated in the House of Commons Thursday (9). Legal action had been 
started by March of Time in protest against exhibition in the U. S. of a 
National Film Board pic, ‘War Clouds Over the Pacific.’ which contained 
film loaned to the board by March of Time. The action was dropped 
when the above agreement was made. 





Seven of the War Department’s most efficient Stenographers and sec- 
retaries are Hollywood-bound, the easy way. Major Frank Capra of 
Special Services Branch is now making pictures in Hollywood on the 20th- 
Fox lot. Officer wrote to Col. Munson he would like the clerical force of 
seven who had assisted him in the preparation of scripts and office rou- 
tine. Request was okayed and the lucky seven take the rattler Friday 
(17). At least one of the lasses is photogenic and they are making pool 





in Special Services she will soon find herself before the camera. 


Smile When You Call It That — 





Hollywood, July 14. 


It is not a ‘western’ any more, not a ‘hoss opera,’ nor a ‘cowpoke 
drama,’ as far as Universal is concerned. From now on it is an 
‘outdoor adventure’ film. That is the studio classification of the next 

Mack Brown-Tex Ritter picture even though they gallop 
through the canyons and wear boots, spurs, six-guns and 10-quart hats. 

Idea is to give the studio more leeway in switching its heroes from 
a rustler chase in Arizona to a spy hunt on the steppes of Russia 
without changing locations. California's versatile scenery can play 
any sort of background. A simple change of script or uniform can 
change a cowboy intc a Cossack over night. 











Heath Leaves Col. 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Lance Heath checked off the Co- 
lumbia lot where he had been acting 
chief of the publicity staff since Lou 
Smith pulled out several months ago. 

Arthur Zeliner is taking charge 
of the flackery until a new publicity 
director is appointed. 


WB SETS UP A SERIES 
OF SALES POWWOWS 


Instead of a national convention, 
Warners, as expected, will hold re- 
gional sales meetings. Company has 
scheduled six such huddles, all to be 
presided over by Ben Kalmenson, 
general sales manager. They will be 
Boston, July 23-24; Pittsburgh, July 
27-28; Chicago, July 30-31; Memphis, 
Aug. 3-4; San Francisco, Aug. 10-11 
and Canada the latter part of August, 
date there being unset. 


In addition to Kalmenson, those 
from the Warner h.o. who will attend 
all regionals will be Joe Bernhard, 
Roy Haines, Norman H. Moray, 
Arthur Sachson, A. W. Schwalberg 
and Mort Blumenstock. S. Charles 
Einfeld plans attending some of them. 

At the regionals, Warners will an- 
nounce winners of the recently com- 
pleted annual sales drive on which 
$25,000 will be passed out to district 
and branch managers, salesmen, 
bookers and others. 


Allied Has a Mouthful 
To Discuss July 22-23 


Originally planning a board of @i- 
rectors meeting around the middle 
of August, Allied States Assn. will 
hold a two-day session of the direct- 
orate in Pittsburgh July 22-23 in- 
stead, because of the urgency to dis- 
cuss various problems which, in op- 
inion of Allied warrants early at- 
tention. 

These include what Allied regards 
as extraordinary prices and terms 
demanded on outstanding produc- 
tions this season; the prospect of still 
further increases next s@€ason; cur- 
tailment of film delivery service; 
handling of priorities without regard 
to the exhibitors; ignoring of UMPI 
in setting up public relations groups, 
and other deviations from the unity 
movement launched in Chicago; 
blind checking of theatres by dis- 
tributors and forced admission in- 
creases on certain pictures this year. 

Allied has approved the UMPI 
Sales plan and conciliation there- 
under, having been a prime mover 
in the unity movement. 




















File Garfield Decision 
Giving Lyons the Nod 
Los Angeles, July 14. 

Arbitration decision in the case 
of John Garfield, film star, against 
the A. & S. Lyons agency has been 
filed here for approval by Superior 
Court. 

Garfield had demanded the dis- 
charge of the Lyons office as his 
representative, but the arbitration 
board, appointe] by the Screen 
Actors and the Artists Managers 
Guilds, decided that the agency and 
actor must continue their current 
relations as long as he remains un- 
de> contract «' the Warners studio. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 14. 
‘He Hired the Boss’ release tag on 
‘10 Dollar Raise’ at 20th-Fox. 
Paramount switched frem “The 








Crystal Ball’ to ‘Redheads are Dan- 
gerous.’ 





Film Exchange Managers Meet in D.C. 
To Map Transportation 


Curtailment 


7 Washington, July 14. 

Meeting attended by around 25 ex- 
change managers, distributors and 
film carrier reps was held today at 
the local office of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors of America 
to map transportation curtailment 
plans in line with the Office of De- 
fense Transportation ruling. 

Among proposals discussed was co- 
operation between truck lines to 
avoid duplication of service and the 
elimimation of special trips and call- 
backs. 

John Allen, Metro bramch man- 
ager, was appointed chairman of the 
special committee to outline specific 
transporiation curtailment plans, 


SOSNA’S PRODUCT DEAL 
MAY END JITNEY SCALE 


St. Louis, July 14. 

Louis Sosna, Mexico, Mo., exhib 
who has been battling distribs for 
approximately a year for product, 
has made a deal with Loew’s and 
Warners and with: this second-run 
film fodder may be able to drop his 
5c Saturday matinee admish scale 
that was the main bone of conten- 
tion im his trials and tribulations. 
Sosna lost a bout vs. Loew’s, Inc., 
here but triumphed in an appeal to 
the New York AAA and a deal to 
furnish him product was worked out 
several months ago. 


Arbitrator Ethan A. H. Shepley 
dismissed Sosna’s beef against Par- 
amount, WB, 20th-Fox and RKO, but 
film row hears that Hall Walsh, lo- 
cal manager for WB and Sosna, have 
clinched a deal whereby the Mexico, 
Mo., exhib will have WB product. 
Sosna, who opened a 400-seater in 
Mexico im 1940, asserted in his beefs 
to the local AAA that the distribs 
were discriminating in favor of the 
Liberty, an 800-seater, and. the Rex, 
a @50-seater operated in the same 
town by the Frisina Circuit which 
has a chain of houses in Missour), 
Iowa and Illinois. 














Start of a Career 
Hollywood, July 14. 

Otte Brower, director for seven 
years at 20th-Fox, signed a new 
contract for one more year. 

First job under the new pact is 
a unit assignment at the submarine 
base, New “London, Conn., for the 


forthcoming naval picture, ‘Crash 
Dive.’ Archie Mayo is directing 


the film from the Hollywood end. 











B’way Investment 


Continued from page 1! 








eton staffs shoving them further and 
further into the red, Even the fi- 
nanciers who have broken even or 
better appear to be bored with in- 
activity and want swifter action. 

An indication of how much market 
transactions have declined is the 
office history of one leading broker- 
age. It had 2,500 people on its 
clerical force, but now there are only 
200 so employed. House is saddled 
with large office rentals. When Wall 
Street boomed brokerages expanded, 
taking more and more space. Hav- 
ing tied up office space under long 
term leases, they are now stuck with 
the space. 


Inference is that Wall Street sees 
the war continuing for a long period, 
which is the reason why the down- 
towners are seeking Broadway in- 
vestments. Another angle is that 
even should the war be successfully 
terminated sooner than the present 
situation indicates, it will take a 


long time for world financial markets 
to approach normalcy. 












































VARIETY 





SOPEG Battlng IATSE in Efort 


To Organize 


Resisting efforts of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees in the organization of 
office workers in New York ex- 





SOPEG. This move follows distri- 
bution of leaflets by the Exchange 
Workers, Local 51-B of the IA, 
which seeks to woo the so-called 
‘front office’ help into the IA. The 


(inspectors, 
shippers, rewinders, etc.). They were 
organized by the IATSE about four 
years ago. 

Answering the bid made by Local 
51-B, N. ¥. Exchange Workers, to 
carry the front-office employees with 
them under IA jurisdiction, the 
SOPEG charges that 51-B ‘offers you 
economic pressure in order to win 
a contract.’ 

In a printed leaflet it distributed 
in the N. Y. exchanges, SOPEG adds: 

‘The only thing that economic 
pressure can mean is strike. Surely 
51-B knows that all American labor 
has pledged no strikes for the dura- 
tion, but apparently they have little 
regard for their obligations to the 
American people.’ 

Over 2,000 Workers 


Having won elections in Columbia, 
RKO, 20th, Loew’s and National 
Screen Service, the SOPEG now rep- 
resents better than 2,000 office work- 
ers. Its election at NSS included 
the trailer company’s exchange, 
while already negotiations with Col 
embraces its N. Y. branch workers. 
During the past week SOPEG filed 
to include the N. Y. Metro exchange 
in negotiations, while claimed to 
have been organized is the help in 
the Par h.o. as well as its exchange. 
Election has not yet been ordered 
for Par. 


However, the Paramount chapter 
of the SOPEG, is seeking enlistment 
of all workers in the exchange not 
already having joined SOPEG. In 
a broadside distributed at the branch, 
the Par chapter makes the following 
appeal: 

“You at the exchange are faced 
with the same problems (security of 
jobs, increases, etc.). You need and 
deserve better salaries. You want 
your promotions and you want to 
protect your jobs. We offer you the 
solution. We, at the home office, 
have just about finished our organ- 
izational work and offer you the op- 
portunity of joining with us for posi- 
tive results.’ 

Units of the Screen Office Work- 
ers as well as the IA envision the 
organization of white-collar help in 
all exchanges across the country, 
with N. Y. and Los Angeles the first 
two points where action is taking 
place. Reported, however, that in 
some other keys the IA has already 
started laying organizational pians. 

SOPEG, Local 109, N. Y., is af- 
filiated with the United Office & 
Professional Workers of America, a 
C.I.O. union. 





ROY PRINGLE’S TUFF LUCK 


Burned in Booth Accident—His 2 
Theatres Razed by Fire 








Fabens, Texas, July 14. 

Roy Pringle, owner and operator 
of the Rio here and the Blanca at 
Sierra Blanca, is in a hospital at 
El Paso recovering from burns he 
received as he removed a reel of 
motion picture from one of his 
projectors when a spark ignited the 
reel here at the Rio. House, which 
Was undergoing repairs and had 
new screen and floor coverings 
ready to lay, burned down com- 
pletely. 

While in the hospital he received 
word that his house at Sierra Blanca 
Was also destroyed by fire which 
had originated in a store and wiped 
out several business houses in the 
Same block. 





Order Your Fright Wigs 
Hollywood, July 14. 
Loretta Young and Brian Aherne 
draw co-starring roles in ‘The 
Frightened Stiff,’ slated for fall pro- 
duction at Columbia. 
Richard Wallace directs, with Sam 
Bischoff as producer. 


Exchange Office Help 








Fox’s Fine Bond Record 
On Payroll Deductions 


Campaign of 20th-Fox to enlist 
subscribers among employees for 
War Bonds has been extended so 
that every office in all various units 
and subsidiaries is represented 100% 
on weekly payroll deductions for 
bonds. Company exchange average 
now is about 90% with 18 of 30 
exchange offices enrolled 100% in 
the company’s weekly payment plan 
on U. S. War Bonds. Understood 
that the overall average for all di- 
visions of 20th-Fox now is 84.4%. 
In New York, the De Luxe Film 
Labs tops the field in bend pur- 
chases. 


Following are branches where 
100% of employees have subscribed 
for bonds: Albany, Atlanta, Buffalo, 
Charlotte, Denver, Des Moines, 
Kansas City, Memphis, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, New Haven, New 
Orleans, Oklahoma City, Pittsburgh, 
Portland, Salt Lake City, St. Louis 
and Washington. 


Drive-In Wins First 
Arbitration Ruling 
Vs. Majors on Coast 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

California Driv--In Theatres won 
the first decision by an independent 
operator against the major com- 
panies under the consent decree in 
this territory when J. M. Rust, ar- 
bi‘rator, granted a reduction in 
clearance to the San Val Drive-In, 
Burbank, over first runs in that 
neighborhood. 

Clearance was reduced from 63 to 
28 days after first-run closings. De- 
fendants in the arbitrction proceed- 
ings were Paramount, Warners, 
Metro and RKO. Case is considered 
of far-reaching importance to dis- 
tribs and exchanges in the Southern 
California area. 


$75,000 FIRE DESTROYS 
1,200-SEAT THEATRE 


Bloomington, Ind., July 14. 

Loss exceeded $75,000 when Bloom- 
ington’s oldest and largest theatre, 
the two-story Harris Grand, was de- 
stroyed by a fire believed to have 
started when a motor overheated in 
the cooling system. Only 20 persons 
were in the 1,200-seat house when 
the fire started. The house, built in 
1906, was owned by Mrs. Jewell 
Harris Buchanan of Lake Manitou, 
Ind., and Miami Beach, Fla., and was 
operated by Theatre Managers, Inc., 
of Indianapolis. Building was ex- 
tensively remodeled and modernized 
about four years ago. Operators do 
not plan to rebuild, they said. 

Royal, in. downtown Toledo, O., 
suffered $10 damage when a short 
circuit in an electric sign on the 
canopy started a blaze. 














75G Indiana Theatre Fire 
Bloomington, Ind., July 14. 

Damage, placed by preliminary 
estimates as possibly exceeding $75,- 
000, was caused by a fire which 
raged through the Harris Grand the- 
atre here recently (27). When the 
blaze was discovered, about 7:30 
p.m., the audience of approximately 
200 persons left the theatre without 
excitement, except a few who as- 
sumed the alarm was a hoax until 
police ordered them out. The fr 
was believed to have originated in an 
overheated motor of a ventilator on 
the roof and spread rapidly to the 
interior. 

The theatre is operated by Monroe 
Theatre Corp., but is owned by Mrs. 
Jewel Harris Buchanan, of Miami, 
Fla., and leased by Y. and W. Man- 
agement Corp. of Indianapolis. 





What, No Recount? 
Hollywood, July 14. 


By one vote, 130 to 129, Albert 
Erickson was elected business agent 
of Studio Laborers & Utility Workers 
Local 727. 

Closest competitor was Zeal Fair- 
banks, whe was up for reelection. 
Five other carididates drew scatter- 
ing votes. 


They’re Good People 


play, are building up a new 
baddie with an Axis accent. 


Philippine Moros in ’98 
Were Villains, But Heroes 
In 1942.-Film Blasted 


San Francisco, July 14. 

A lashing such as has seldom been 
dealt by a film critic here was di- 
rected against the United Artists 
theatre management by John Ho- 
bart, in the Chronicle, for its re- 
vival showing of ‘The Real Glory’ at 
this time. \ The blast: 

‘Somebody at the United Artists 
theatre is apparentiy confused about 
who is on what side in this war. 

‘To capitalize on the current in- 
terest in the Philippines, the theatre 
is reviving a Samuel Goldwyn film 
of 1939, ‘The Real Glory.’ It is a 
routine bleod-and-thunder fiction 
laid in the Philippines at the end of 
the Spanish-American war, which 
presents the Moros ¢s a tribe of des- 
picable villains who terrorize a 
small outpost, slit the throats of 
unwary civilians and are finally 
quelled by a band of American army 
officers led by Gary Cooper. 

‘In 1939 maybe it didn’t matter 
that the Moros were portrayed in 
the worst possible light, although 
that point is open to debate. At any 
rate, today it does matter. The 
Moros are our allies. They are the 
brave fighters who aided General 
Deuglas MacArthur in the defense 
of the Philippines, and last March 
10,000 Moros of Mindanao solemnly 
pledged themselves to ‘fight together 
as one people for a greater purpose, 
to destroy the enemy of good gov- 
ernment.’ 

‘At that time, General MacArthur 
had these words to say about the 
Moros: ‘Please tell the Lanao Moros 
that no more inspiring or significant 
incident has occurred in the mighty 
struggle that now engulfs the world 
than the magnificent stand they have 
taken. It covers them with immor- 
tal glory and elevates the Moro race 
to the highest pinnacle of spiritual 
grandeur.” 

‘For the sake of a few extra pen- 
nies at the boxoffice, these same 
Moros are being grossly slandered 
in a film of no merit whatsoever. 
The revival showing of “The Real 
Glory’ is an act of callous showman- 
ship.’ 

Reviews of the other morning 
paper, The Examiner, and the after- 
noon Call-Bulletin were favorabie, 
while the afternoon News bypassed 
the show on the ground it never 
reviews ‘second-runs.’ 

The theatre management said 
there had been no unfavorable pub- 
lic reaction to the show, and that 
attendance was good. 


Rivoli, St. Loo, Suit 


St. Louis, July 14. 


Charles Goldman, prez, and Julius 
Leventhal, sec. of the Marvin 
Amusement Co., which operates the 
Rivoli, donwtown subsequent 
have been made defendants in an 
injunction suit by the owners who 
expected to operate the house when 
the current lease expired. The in- 
junction seeks to prevent Goldman, 
Leventhal, et al. from dismantling 
the electric sign, the canopy for the 
marquee, the cooling system and re- 
moving plumbing fixtures. The suit 
also asks $1,000 damages. 

The plaintiffs are Leo F., Angelo 
J., Louis M. and John M. Marre and 
the petition states the lease was 
made on Nov. 7, 1931, effective the 
following July and run for 10 years. 
The site has been used as a flicker 
house for the past 16 years. One 
section of the petition states that ‘in 
order to clarify their position the 
plaintiffs are not claiming any title 
or interest to the seats in the thea- 
tre, the screen, projection machine 
or ticket selling machines.’ 

Tne Marvin Amusement Co. also 
operated the Lyric and the Senate, 
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Par Burns at WB-Loew Pool in Pitt 


Over ‘Reap: End WB-F&S 





4 Film Splicing Patents 
Involved in N.Y. Suit 


David E. Schayer, assignee of four 
patents on film splicing machines, 
filed suit Thursday (9) in N. Y. fed- 
eral court against Universal, Colum- 
bia Pictures, Big U Film Exchange, 
Film Automatic Machine Co. and 
Wallace & Tiernan Products, Inc., 
claiming patent infringments, and 
asks an injunction and accounting of 
profits and damages. 

Three of the machines, Arcuate 
Film Splicing and rewinders, were 
patented in 1927, another, in 1934 
by inventors William F. McLaughlin 
and Alfred J. Swing. The patents 
were assigned to Schayer in 1938. 


Empire-306 Boothmen’s 
Merger Stall Blamed, 
In Part, on Officers 


Action of State Operators, 
N. Y,, in refusing to go any further 
in negotiations looking to a merger 
with Local 306, Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators of N. Y., is said to 
have been due, in part, to fear of 
Abe Kindler, Emp president, that he 
would be thrown out of a lucrative 
job. Kindler receives the same sal- 
ary as paid Herman Gelber, presi- 
dent of Local 306, $5,200 yearly. His 
Empire union has only 230 members 
while Gelber’s is around 2,200. Un- 
der a merger, as planned, the Em- 
pire members would be drawn into 
306 which duly elects officers an- 


nually. That might place Kindler 
in a dubious position, it is pointed 
out in union circles. 

Understood that while 306 is ired 
over the failure of merger parleys 
with Empire, it does not plan any 
immediate picketing of approximate- 
ly 75 theatres employing Emp pro- 
jectionists. Meantime, reported 306 
may seek to initiate negotiations 
with the Century circuit in the hopes 
of getting that chain to switch from 
presently-employed Emp men _ to 
those who are members of 306. 

With around 35 of its houses us- 
ing Empire operators, the Century 
circuit is the backbone of the union, 
especially in view of the fact the 
importance of its theatres is greater 
than that of scattered other indies 
in the Emp fold. Questionable just 
how far 306 might get with Century, 
if opening negotiations, since the- 
atres using Empire men pay them 
less than they would have to dole 
out to 306 members. 


Huddles Breken 


Merger huddles between 306 and 
Empire, broken off last week, had 
been carried out under the super- 
vision of Father John Boland of the 
State Labor Relations Board in N. Y. 

Following walkout of Empire, Gel- 
ber issued the following statement: 


‘The decision of Empire State 
to discontinue negotiations lead- 
ing to a merger is a terrific 
shock and disappointment to 
Local 306. We were sincere and 
earnest in our desire to end dual 
unionism and its attendant nuis- 
ances to the entire industry in 
New York City. 

‘Despite the difficulty of the 
negotiations, we carried them 
through to a point where we 
saw success in the offjng. From 
the actions of Empire we can 
only conclude that it is not a 
free agent and that it is still be- 
ing dictated to by certain ex- 
hibitors who shave always 
claimed that they owned the 
union. It is these exhibitors 
who are interested in prevent- 
ing a merger for their own self- 
ish ends. 

‘I appeal to the membership of 
Empire who, I know, desire 
membership in 306 and unity 
above all else, to bring pressure 
to bear on their leaders who 
have once again failed to serve 
the best interests of Empire. 

‘Local 306 deplores and resents 
this gratuitous slap at Father 
Boland, chairman of the State 
Labor Relations Board, who has 
given so much of his time and 
effort to settle this vexatious, 
long-standing problem. A mer- 
ger is essential to peace in the 
industry in New York city and, 
despite this setback, Local 306 
will continue to fight for it.’ 








Akron Pool 


Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Par did a burnup at WB-Loew 
pool here last week over frun- 
around exchange alleged ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ was getting and pulled De- 
Mille picture out of small-seat Ritz, 
where it was to have moved for a 
fourth week downtown, at last min- 
ute. In fact, house had advertised 
the booking in all the local dailies 
when Par flatly refused to permit 
the switch, demanding another 
week at the larger Warner or noth- 
ing. 

‘Reap’ played fortnight at the 
Penn at advanced prices, and did @ 
blazing $41,000 for the engagement, 
then moved to the Warner for a 
h.o, which is customary with all 
clicks at the Loew house. Par, how- 
ever, couldn’t see it when WB 
wanted to shift it to Ritz after pic- 
ture had done better than $9,000 at 
the Warner, claiming Warners were 
showing discrimination because it 
wanted to get one of its own pix, 
‘Juke Girl,’ into the Warner after 
its week at Penn. 


Par figured it had a legitimate 
complaint, pointing out that WB 
and M-G pix which had done con- 
siderably less than ‘Reap’ at War- 
ner were given additional playing 
time there and couldn't see a switch 
te Ritz, which has only 800 seats, or 
more than 1,200 less than Warner. 
re- 





circulation altogether. 
hastily sub a double bill, ‘Henry 
and Dizzy’ and ‘Powder Town.’ 





End Akron Peel 
Akron, O., July 14. 

Warner Bros.-Feiber & Shea film 
pooling arrangement, in effect at Co- 
lonial and Strand here for last two 
years, scheduled to be dissolved first 
of August. Strand will get all of 
Warner product and first outstand- 
ing release will be ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.’ Colonial will have 20th- 
Fox product. 

Strand occasionally has taken Co- 
lonial pictures for continued show- 
ings. th are downtown houses. 

irst stage show in three years or 
more wil! light stage of Ejew’s next 
week when Jimmy Dorsey band will 
move in. 


STICKUP ATTEMPT ON 
ORPHEUM, K.C., FAILS 


Kansas City, July 14. 

A youthful, armed robber failed 
in his atempt to hold up the Or- 
pheum last week because of the 
fast thinking of two equaily youth- 
ful employees, Wanetta Duncan, 
eashier, and R. M. Dickerson, treas- 
urer. Robber accosted pair check- 
ing night’s receipts (on ‘Sergeant 
York’) in the treasurer’s Office, but 
money had already been put in the 
time-lock safe for the night. Only 
day’s reports and war stamps re- 
ceipts were in Dickerson’s hands 
at the time, and the bandit dis- 
dained to touch either, overlooking 
some $30 in petty cash also in a 
bank book held in Dickerson’s 
hand. 


Both Miss Duncan and Dickerson 
told (truthfully) the robber that 
they could not open the safe, but 
both said that Lawrence Lehman, 
manager, could open the safe but 
was not in the theatre. So hap- 
pened Lehman was in his Office on 
the opposite side of the theatre and 
knew nothing of the stickup until 
the bandit had left empty-handed. 
Lehman then explained that not 
even he could open the safe under 
the armored car service plan which 
the Orpheum employs, as Only a 
representative of the armored car 
company can open the safe and 
then not until the following morn- 
ing. 

Manager Lehman called police to 
the scene immediately but the 
would-be bandit escaped apprehen- 
sion, disappearing in the downtown 
crowd. 











$450 Cleve. Holdup 
Cleveland, July 14. 


Two gunmen held up Louis Swee, 
manager of the Knickerbocker, and 
got away with $450. 

Robbers made Swee open the safe, 
tied him up as well as the cashier, 
Evelyn Stevens, and then cut the 
telephone wires before strolling out. 
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Eagle Squadron 


THE FIRST YANKS TO FIGHT! 


is making, 


box-office history 


This isn’t exactly news...but you can’t blame 
us for making another point about it... 


IN SIX PRE-RELEASE TEST ENGAGEMENTS, PLAYED AT ADVANCED 
PRICES, EAGLE SQUADRON IS NOW IN ITS THIRD BIG WEEK! 


Furthermore... No wonder... 


“CHICK” LEWIS, EDITOR OF SHOWMEN’S 
EAGLE SQUADRON HAS ALREADY BEEN SET TRADE REVIEW, ASKED IN AN EDITORIAL 


FOR HOLDOVERS IN ALL NINE ADDITIONAL “ABOUT EAGLE SQUADRON: “WHAT ARE 


PRE-RELEASE ENGAGEMENTS WHICH YOU DOING TO GET SOME OF THIS 


ADDED GRAVY FOR YOUR THEATRE, MR. 
OPENED DURING THE PAST TEN DAYS... THEATREMAN?” 


NOW BOOKING FOR PRE-RELEASE ENGAGEMENTS! 























Wednesday. July 15, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 25 





0th-Fox Underwrites Author’s 
Unfinished Novel; Story Buys 


First break in long dormant yen of 
story editors for moolah to finance 
promising authors and, indirectly, 
publishers, came recently when 
Bert Bloch. 20th-Fox story editor, 
made a deal for ‘Dragon Wick,’ un- 
finished novel by Anya Seton Chase, 
Houghton-Mifflin authoress, for less 
than $10,000. 

Story eds have long felt that their 
firms were chumps not to invest in 
authors in same way they financed 
legit. Given a promising script and 
author and, where necessary an 
agreeable publisher, the script men 
felt they could make better deals in 
the long run especially since this 
technique enables them to avoid 
competitive bidding by keeping deals 
under eover. This, it is understood, 
is what happened with ‘Dragon 
Wick.” Deal was set up in coopera- 
tion with the publisher with Curtis 
Brown, Ltd... agent, being called into 
action when it came time to talk 
money. 

Author’s only previous work was 
‘My Theodocia.’ 


Metro has taken an option on 
‘Vengeance of the Earth,” unpub- 
lished novel about Russia by Er- 
skine Caldwell, paying $1,500 down 
against an eventual purchase price 
of $50,000 when the deal is consum- 
mated. 

Under terms of the agreement 
C.ldwell is to rec>ive 20c addi- 
tional for every copy of the book 
sold, with an overall maximum of 
$70,000 from the studio. Publisher 
has not yet been made known, 





Other Stery Buys 
Hollywood, July 14. 

Republic purchased the war-nurse 
tory, ‘Angel of Bataan,’ by Fresco 
ooper. 

Jay Dratler acquired rights to film 
a tale based on the activities of the 
Grand Street Boys Association of 
New York. 

Edward Finney bought an option 
on ‘Wings, Women and War,” by Lon 
Young and Jack Harvey. 


Twentieth-Fox purchased ‘The 
Undying Monster,’ mystery tale by 
Jessie Douglas Kerruish. 

George W. Hotchkiss sold his war 
story, ‘Little Yellow Rats,’ to Mono- 
gram. 

Republic -bought Jesse Stone’s 
song, ‘Idaho,” as background of a 
picture with same title. 

Metro purchased ‘Assignment in 
Brittany,’ serial by Helen McInnes 
currently running in Satevepost. 

Warners bought screen rights to 
the life story of Helen Morgan from 
her mother, Mrs. Lulu Morgan. 

Metro bought ‘Assignment in Brit- 
tany,” by Ellen McInnes, running 
currently in Satevepost. J. Walter 
Ruben will produce. 

Metro has bought ‘Bataan Patrol,’ 
an original by Robert Andrews, for 


early filming. Production has been 
assigned to Irving Starr. 

Metro acquired ‘Mary Smith, 
U. S. A.” by Mildred Cram. 


Lily Hatvany sold her yarn, “The 
Road Home,’ to Metro. 

Metro bought ‘Faculty Row,’ un- 
produced play by Bill Noble, student 
at University of Washington. 

Paramount has bought the film 
rights to ‘Hostages,’ novel by Stefan 
Heym, dealing with Czech hostages 
in a Nazi concentration camp. Book 
is to be published by Putnam in Oc- 
tober 

Monogram bought ‘Walls of Jeri- 
cho’ by Edwart Adamson and Jack 
White. 

Richard Oswald acquired ‘Silk 
ng China, by Paul Frank and 

an Eis, and Kumming Cargo,’ by 
Talbert Josselyn and L. G. 
for Monogram production. 

Warners purchased ‘Men Without a 
paar. by Charles Nordhoff and 

ames Norman Hall. 

King Bros. bought ‘Mercy Ship,’ a 
naval story by M. Green, for inde- 
pendent production. 


Heston, 









Raw Film 


Continued from page 5 


versal now services 2,000 accounts 
more than in 1939-40. 


Warners had effected the largest 
reduction of any major in total 
number of regular program releases, 
dropping to 36 for 1941-42, as com- 
pared with 50 in 1940-41 and 49 in 
1939-40. 


RKO released 45 regular program 
pictures in 1939-40, 37 in 1940-41 and 
33 in 1941-42. 


Paramount had 39 in 1939-40. 36 
in 1940-41 and 37 for 1941-42. This 
is in addition to nine westerns in 
1939, nine in 1940 and six in 1941-42. 


Total number of releases for eight 
major producer-distributors does 
not vary greatly for 1941-42 season, 
combined total including westerns, 
foreigns and reissues being 378 as 
compared with 377 for 1940-41 and 
382 for 1939-40. However, 39 of the 
1941-42 crop are westerns, nine are 
foreigns and seven reissues or all 
of which distribution can be stag- 
gered without any serious disrup- 
tion of bocking schedules. 


Meantime, the tendency towards 
smaller production schedules is be- 
coming more pronounced among 
execs at Metro and 20th-Fox due to 
increasing labor, talent and mate- 
rial shortages. 


Indications are that a smaller 
humber of pictures will be sched- 
uled for most of the companies next 
year with savings in prints thus 
made figured to meet Government 
conservation ideas. 





Hopper Satisfied 


Washington, July 14. 


Returning from a visit to Holly- 
wood, Harold Hopper. of the War 
Production Board, expressed ‘genuine 
satisfaction at the manner in which 
the industry is conserving film and 
other vital materials needed in the 
war effort.’ Hopper is head of the 
motion picture and photographic 
section of the Consumers Durable 
Goods Division of the WPB. He went 
to the Coast two weeks ago to estab- 
lish a branch office there. 

While in Hollywood, Hopper visit- 
ed several studios in order to get 
first-hand knowledge of the conserva- 
tion program. He said in film alone 
the industry is saving upwards of 
30%. He found every branch of the 
industry cooperating wholeheartedly 
in the conservation effort. 


The need for film conservation is | 


greater now than ever, Hopper said. 
This saving is needed, not only be- 
cause of the vital chemicals which go 
into film manufacture, but because of 
the fact that production facilities are 
being taxed very heavily, due to the 
large quantities of film being used 
by the War and Navy Departments 
and other Governmental bureaus. 


The use of film for aerial photog- 
raphy, which is very important to 
military and naval branches, has ex- 
panded at a tremendous rate since 
the U. S. entered the war. 

The head of the motion picture and 
photo section of WPB will hold an- 
other meeting here this month with 
the Motion Picture Producer and Dis- 
tributors Advisory Committee, he 
said. 


‘PARSONS TO ATLANTA 





ON PARAMOUNT SALES 


Grover C. Parsons, who has been 
on the Coast for some while and 
during the past year has been han- 
dling Par sales for the Hawaiian ter- 
ritory out of Los Angeles, has been 
made branch manager for Par at 
Atlanta. As result of the transfer of 
Harry Hamburg, Chicago sales man- 
ager, to take charge of the Par ex- 
change at Des Moines, reported Har- 
old Withwein, city circuit salesman 
in Chicago, is moving up to his post. 

Spot being left vacant as branch 
manager at Chicago as result of pro- 
motion of J. J. Donohue to the dis- 
trict manager's post at Dallas, has 
not yet been filled. 

‘Donohue is succeeding Hugh 
Owen, who is slated to come into the 
home office as eastern-Canadian 
division manager, succeeding J. J. 
Unger, who has resigned. Unger has 
no announcement to make at this 
time concerning his plans. 





Long on Shorts at M-G 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Short subjects are getting a heavy 
play at Metro, with 22 briefies in va- 
rious stages of production or prep- 
aration. 

In the writing mill are two Pete 
Smiths, two Passing Parades, two 
Our Gangs and two Carey Wilson 
Miniatures. Before the cameras are 
a Miniature and a two-reel special. 
In the cutting rooms are three Pass- 
ing Parades, three Specialties, four 
Miniatures and two Our Gangs. 


ASC BEEFS T0 
NLRB YS. PIX 
PRODUCERS 


Hollywood, July 14. 

American Society of Cinemato- 
graphers filed an amended charge 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board accusing the Producers Asso- 
ciation, Producers Negotiating Com- 
mittee and Pat Casey, the producer 
labor contact, with unfair labor 
practice in dealing with Interna- 
tional Photographers Local 659 for 
first cameramen, while producers 
had a contract with the ASC. Ac- 
tion taken following announcement 
by Fred Jackman, ASC prexy, that 
the majority of studio photography 
directors joined IBEW Local 1318 
and application is to be made for 
affiliation with Conference of Studio 
Unions. 

Jackman said 122 studio photogs 
now with IBEW represented a clear 
majority of paid-up ASC member- 
ship of 164, with 15 in service and 
20 on location. Muddled photog- 
rapher situation was further aggra- 
vated when Local 659 took issue 
with 20th-Fox for assigning camera- 
man, Ed Cronjager to location job in 
Utah, because he doesn’t carry a 
ecard with that union. Studio agreed 
to hire a 659 standby so as not to 
disturb Cronjager’s assignment. One 
member flatly rejected the standby 











offer. ‘ 


Richard Walsh, of the IATSE In- 
ternational, at present is passing a 
few days here in conference with 
officers of Local 659, IBEW, draft- 
ing wage scale for gaffers which 
calls for minimum $175 weekly. 
Such demand would be made on 
producers if majority set technicians 
vote fo join with first cameramen 
in IBEW local. 


PHIL TRAINER STILL 
BATTLING IA OUSTER 


Following a lengthy battle with the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees to set aside an 
agreement made in 1938 which de- 
nied him voice and vote in the Ches- 
ter, Pa., operators union, Local 516, 
Philip L. Trainer has taken the case 
to the American Civil Liberties 
Union and threatens court action 
against the IA if receiving no action. 

Since Richard F. Walsh became 
president of the IA, Trainer appealed 
to him to have the 1938 agreement 
set aside, but Walsh refused to do so. 
Subsequently he went before the 
grievance committee of the IA con- 
vention, held last month in Colum- 
bus, but it voted him down 30 to 10. 

Obtaining no action at the IA con- 
vention, Trainer has sent a lengthy 
account of his case to every local in 
the IA, seeking enlistment of their 
support in his fight. 

Formerly recording secretary of 
the Chester, Pa., operators local, 
Trainer cites that subsequently a 
campaign was started to oust him 
from the local. He was finally ex- 
pelled for refusing to turn over books 
of the local in 1937, while early the 
next year, in otder to obtain rein- 
statement, he paid a fine of $100 and 
similar hearing costs, signing an 
agreement to waive voice and vote 
privileges in the union. He alleges 
he was railroad out of the union and 
forced to sign the agreement he did 
in order to get back. 

Problem goes back to 1932, when 
Trainer claims he led a movement to 
oust certain officials due to employ- 
ment of so-called ‘permit men’ in 
theatres in preference to regular 
members; likewise on charges that 
half of the theatres in the Chester 
area had been allowed to go non- 








union. When new officers were | 
elected, Trainer was made recording | 


secretary. 


White-Collar Strike 
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Film Dearth | 
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tors are counting on as trade-getters 
include, among July releases, ‘Mini- 
ver’ and ‘Crossroads’ (M-G); ‘Take 
Letter, Darling,’ and ‘Beyond Blue 
Horizon’ (Par); ‘Sergeant York’ and 
‘Wings for the Eagle’ (WB); ‘Mag- 
nificent Ambertsons’ (RKO); ‘This 
Above All’ (20th) and ‘Flight Lieu- 
tenant’ (Col). 

For August the theatre handicap- 
pers are inclined to rely on ‘Holiday 
Inn’ and ‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
(Par); ‘Péed Piper’ and ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th): ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB): 
‘Invisible Agent’ ana ‘Pardon My 
Sarong’ (U) and ‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col). 

There may be cthers, including 
some pre-releases of 1942-43 product, 
but also some of these that are 
listed, may be put back. Moreover, 
they may not pan out as operators 
expect. 


CANADA PUTS ITS OK 
ON RUSSIAN PICTURES 


Toronto, July 14. 

Russian-made films have been 
given the green light here, have con- 
siderably advaficed in technique over 
pre-war releases, and ‘are fine ex- 
amples of wartime entertainment, 
free from anything of a_ political 
nature.’ That is the dictum of O. J. 
Silverthorne, chairman of the Board 
of Censors. That’s a quick reversal 
of opinion on Soviet flickers as com- 
pared with the verdict prior to Rus- 
sia’s entry into global sfruggler 
but, in passing such product, Silver- 
thorne says; “The Board has been 
exacting.” Eleven were shown here. 

This fiscal year, 2,084 films were 
submitted as compared with 1,988 the, 
previous year. Only three features 
—two British and one American— 
were rejected; this on the ground 
that they dealt with the gangster 
theme. The two American produc- 
tions were later passed after major 
deletions. 

Axis domination of Europe took its 
toll of foreign pictures. One film 
released was French—made before 
the war—three were Polish and one 
was Jewish. The three Polish films 
were made in Great Britain. 











at RKO, Col, M-G 


L. A. Exchanges Called Off Till Thurs. 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

White collar strike at RKO, Co- 
lumbia and Metro exchanges along 
film row moved toward settlement 
Monday night (13) after picket lines 
were posted at the three exchanges 
since Friday and threat of spreading 
hung over the studios. Situation re- 
mains in status quo until Thursday 
(16), following intercession by Pat 
Casey on instructions from Nicholas 
M. Schenck and E. J. Minnix. 

Calling a conference of Herbert 
Sorrell, president of the Conference 
of Studio Unions, and Glenn Pratt, 
biz rep of the Screen Office Em- 
ployees Guild, Casey asked for post- 
ponement of further action until the 
arrival of Mannix from New York 
Thursday, which was granted by 
Sorrell and approved by the SOEG 
membership at the Monday night 
mass meeting. 

Ful! authority was voted the 
strike committee to take any action 
deemed necessary and a 5% assess- 
ment approved. 

Sorreli and Pratt insisted the only 
reason for deferring action is their 
confidence in Casey and Mannix 
with whom they negotiated the con- 
tract for 1,825 studio workers. With 
the arrival of Mannix, it’s expected 
negotiations will be taken out of the 
hands of New York exchange reps, 
with likelihood he and Casey will 
work out the SOEG deal or suggest 
arbitration of differences. 

Before Casey interceded, SOEG 
members had been ordered out at 
Paramount and United Artists, to 
supplement the other three under 
picketing. 

Agreement reached with Casey 
provides for calling’ off pickets, no 
hiring of strike-breakers, and no 
work assigned to non-Guilders still 
on the job. 

Walkout of the collarites followed 
stalemated negotiations on retroac- 
tive date of 5% wage hike. 


$3,000 Theatre Fire 


Harrisburg, Pa., July i4. 

Damage estimated at around $3,000 
was caused Wednesday night (8) by 
a blaze starting in the projection 
room of the Milierstown theatre, 
near here. More than 100 patrons 
left without panic as the fire broke 
out in the midst of a double-feature 
bill. Flames were prevented from 
spreading to the adjoining building. 

Projectionist Robert Delancey sus- 
tained singed hair, eyebrows and 
face. 
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BEG. FRIDAY, JULY 4 
HUMPHREY BOGAR 


“THE BIG SHOT" 


Warner Bros. Newest Hit With 


IRENE MANNING 
In Person 
Jerry Wald Also Val Setz 


and His Orch The Ross Sisters 
JUDY CANOVA 

B’way 
Sauseca STRAND 7" 











“THIS ABOVE ALL” 
Tyrone Power @ Joan Fontaine 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


Plusa Bigs ROXY b both St. 


Stage Show 








JAMES CAGNEY 
As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


All Seats Reterved — Twice Daily, 2:45-6:45 
@’way, Sist. Cl. 7-5545 








MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“Mrs. Miniver” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Norma Robert 
SHEARER Taylor 


“HER CARDBOARD 
LOVER” 


CAPITO 
1 


STARTS TOMORROW 
Ann Sheridan-Ronald Reagan 


“JUKE GIRL” 


erway & | 
Sist ST. 














—end— 
| tN OLD CALIFORNIA” 


Starts Thur., July 16 


“BEYOND THE 
BLUE HORIZON” 


tn Technicolor 


LOEW’S 
Times 


STATE ‘s<: 


Last Times Wed. 





saan edenten Dorethy Lamour 
in M-G-M’'s — 
“SHIP AHOY” In Person 
In Person Andy Kirk & Oreh 
WILL BRADLEY Sims & Bailey 
RCH. Marie & Fioria 
CYNDA GLENN Marty May 














RAY MILLAND «+ BETTY FIELD 
ARE HUSBANDS HECESSARY 2?” 
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Single Space Scripts (for Economy) 
Have to Be Done Qver So That 


Actors Can Better Read Lines 





- 


Last week was a hectic one for Ed 
Byron, producer-director of ‘Mr. 
District Attorney. First he was 
pinched for violating blackout regu- 
lations and then he ran into an NBC 
paper-saving drive. 

Byron’s arrest occurred July 6 
during the city-wide practice black- 
out in New York. He attempted to 
go from a restaurant to his home for 
a long-distance phone call, was 
nabbed by a warden and taken to 
Sector Headquarters. He was finally 
released with a warning, after 
promising not to do it again. 

Mixup about NBC’s paper-econo- 
mizing took place when Byron 
reached the Radio City studio for a 
rehearsal of ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
and found that, in order to save 
paper, NBC had had the scripts 
typed in single-space. That cut the 
number of pages in each script from 
40-odd to 13, but unfortunately the 
actors could hardly read their lines. 
After a lively but brief argument, 
NBC agreed to have the scripts re- 
typed in the usual style. 

Tussles with NBC are no novelty 
to Byron. He had a memorable one 
with the network executives a couple 
of years ago. He doesn’t permit a 
studio audience for his program, be- 
lieving it destroys the illusion. But 
he discovered that visitors on NBC 
tours of Rockefeller Center were be- 
ing taken in the client’s and specta- 
tors’ booths during the rehearsal and 
the show itself. He protested, but 
got no satisfaction. Then he billed 
NBC for a share of the ticket sale 
for the tours. That put an im- 
mediate stop to it. 








Geo. Palmer Putnam, 
3 Others Form Agency 
For Program Material 


Hollywood, July 14. 

New program-material agency was 
formed here by George Palmer Put- 
nam, publisher; Charles Palmer, mag 
writer; Robert E. Lee, formerly with 
production staff at Young & Rubi- 
cam, and Jerome Lawrence, radio 
writer recently with CBS. Latter 
now collaborates on ‘Date with Judy’ 
and Lady Esther shows. 

Outfit will put emphasis on new 
program material, using writings 
controlled by Putnam, plus their 
own original output. James Saphier 
office is to act as exclusive sales 
agent for what they term ‘a new ap- 
proach to the radio material prob- 
lem.’ 

Already quartet is offering ‘Best 
Seller,’ a preview idea on b.s. books; 
‘Lady With Wings,’ story of Amelia 
Earhart; a revised and streamlined 
‘Voice of Experience’ and ‘“Tomor- 
row, story of the world after the 
war. 


HAMMOND RADIO HEAD 
OF PAUL McNUTT’S WMC 


Larry Hammond has left the over- 
seas branch of the Office of War In- 
formation in New York City to be- 
come radio director in Washington 
of the information division under 
Raymond Rubicam of Paul V. Mc- 
Nutt’s War Manpower Commission. 
The latter is likely to be heard from 
in an increasingly prominent way as 
the war is prolonged and shifting 
of manpower has to be organized. 

At the OWI Hammond has been 
directing the shortwave daily half- 
hour ‘News From Home.’ 


NEED CHARACTER ACTORS 


Small Town Station Finds Waiting 
Soldiers Useful 




















Kingston, N, Y., July 14. 
‘Sophia and Joshia,’ comedy se- 
ries Friday nights on WKNY, local 
Mutual outlet, has lately been using 
men from the U. S. armed services 
in the regular dialog of the show. 
Sophie Miller, the originator, au- 
thor and Sophia of the program, 
got the idea of bringing service men 
to the mike when a petty officer 
from a mine sweeper was in King- 
aton. She put him on the show 
and his Texas drawl, ad-libbing 
dialog fitting into the plot situation, 

drew surprising listener approval. 





Dad Pickard on WOAI Solo 





San Antonio, July 14. 

‘Dad’ Pickard, playing solo and 
minus the family will be presented 
in a series of programs over sta- 
tion WOAI starting here next week. 

It is expected that the Famiiy will 
join him soon after filming several 
shorts in Hollywood. 


Dan Healy Heads New 
WMCA Show, Utilizing 


Name B’way Guesters 








Dan Healy, Broadway cafe m.c., 
will begin a radio series Aug. 10 on 
station WMCA, New York, using 
Broadway personages as_ guests. 
Healy will be tagged as ‘The Mayor 
of Broadway’ and backed up by two 
pianos and two vocalists provided 
by Walter Craig, WMCA program 
director. Material is being written 
by Billy Tracy, the opening broad- 
cast (Mondays, 11:30 p.m. 12:30 a.m.) 
probably including Jim Barton, 
Helen Kane and Ethel Levey. 

Vaudeve-cafe agent Billy Jackson 
set the deal with Craig. 


CHARLES COURBOIN 
ON PEABODY STAFF 


Baltimore, July 14. 

Dr. Charles M. Courboin, Belgian 
organist and composer, was appoint- 
ed to the faculty of the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music. A member 
of the Conservatory summer school 
faculty for the past three years, he 
will occupy a full time position be- 
ginning Oct. 1. Other recent ap- 
pointments to the Peabody include 
Harold Bauer, pianist; Nadia Bou- 
langer, composer and _ conductor; 
and the members of the Musical Art 
Quartette. 

Courboin - will presumably con- 
tinue to NBC Sunday mornings, he 
being one of NBC’s prestige items 
for past two years. 











WSNY GETS GOING 


With Three Local Department Stores 
en Its Schedule 








Schenectady, N. Y., July 14. 

WSNY, which makes its debut 
in Schenectady the morning of 
July 15, has more than 80 local and 
national clients scheduled. Among 
the local accounts are the city’s 
three department stores—Barney’s, 
Wallace’s and Carl’s. Each has 
signed for 15-minute programs, six 
days a week. 

In line with the station’s policy 
of stressing music and news, the 
trio of department stores will pre- 
sent programs combining the two 
ingredients, in various forms. All 
three have used radio in the past, 
but not on an extensive scale. 





Donald Crisp and Rosemary Lane 
will guest on the Kraft Music Hall 
over NBC July 16. 





‘COL. JIM HEALEY 


Former newspaper publisher and 
editor for the past ten years, Co). 
Jim Healey has been continuously 
sponsored on network and major lo- 
cal stations by important national 


and regional clients. This nation- 
ally recognized news commentator 
and analyst heads the news staff of 
WSNY, new Schenectady station. 
Healey and WSNY news already 
heavily sold—a few choice periods 
still available. 


GIVE WHEELOCK 
U.S. OVERSEAS 
MISSION 


Ward Wheeloc’, president of the 
Ward Wheelock agency, which has 
parts of the Campbell Soup and 
Palmolive accounts, has taken 
leave of his company to do a spe- 
cial] overseas job for General 
Henry H. Arnold, héad of the U. S. 
air corps. Wheelock was an avia- 
tor in the last world war. 

Arthur Bailey, executive v.p., will 
hold top authority during Whee- 
lock’s absence. W. A. Dunn, treas- 
urer and office manager, is to be the 
No. 2 man. Lt. Col. Ralph K. Strass- 
man remains in charge of the New 
York office. 











Independence Declaration 


Cut on WHK for Plug, 
And Reaction Is Bad 


Cleveland, July 14. 

Because a WHK engineer followed 
instructions and cut closing portion 
of the Declaration of Independence 
as read on the America Loves a 
Melody show, July 4, the studio and 
radio editors have received irate let- 
ters from listeners. 

Other kicks over same _ station 
(WCLE) cutting of ending of 
Stephen Foster program same day 
aiso was registered. 

Both programs were cut for com- 
mercial plugs. 


WARD DORRELL JOINS 
HENRI, HURST, McDONALD 


Chicago, July 14. 
W. Ward Dorrell, formerly of Chi- 
cago office of Paul H. Raymer Com- 
pany, has joined Henri, Hurst & Mc- 
Donald Agency in charge of radio. 
David Dole, who has been assist- 
ant radio director of the agency, con- 











tinues as assistant to Dorrell. 








Swing on Blue, Not NBC, for Socony 
And Opposite Former Sponsor 





Hildegarde’s Beer Acct. 


St. Louis, July 14. 

Hildegarde, currently on the Hotel 
Chase Roof in St. Louis, Mo., is 
doubling into. a six-a-week radio 
shot for Alpen Brau Beer. 

Her roof biz is doing capacity, 
and on Friday (17) she makes a 
War Bond pitch at Stix, Baer & 
Fuller, local department store. She 
has a $50,000 quota to make. 


Carl E. Smith, WHK, To 
Supervise Training Of 
Men for Signal Corps 


Cleveland, July 14. 

Carl E. Smith, chief engineer 
WHK-WCLE, was granted a leave of 
absence to accept an appointment as 
Assistant Director of Operational 
Research for the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps. He will be in charge of 
training personnel for radio detec- 
tion of aircraft. Ralph Delaney will 
be acting chief, 


Gordon Smith, WHK-WCLE, an- 
nouncer is the latest to leave for the 
army, enrolling as ground crew 
man at Patterson Field, Dayton. 


Wally Scholz has been added to 
the staff replacing Jim Egan, engi- 
neer who left for research labora- 
tory defense work. 


WPAT, PATERSON, INTO 
NEWARK FOR SHOWS 


Newark, July 14. 


Studios and offices will be opened 
here Aug. 1 by WPAT, Paterson, 
N. J. Present station facilities in 
Paterson will be retained, but a 
large percentage of WPAT programs 
will come from the Newark studios. 
The station will continue to operate 
from 6:30 a.m, to 8:30 p.m., with no 
change in policy. 

James V. Cosman, president of the 
station, is now serving with the 
Navy in Washington. His wife is 
secretary of the corporation; Rex 
Shepp is vice-president, and Frank 
B. Falknor, treasurer. Henry L. 
Miller is program director, and Earl 
F. Lucas, chief engineer. 

















MENSER AN NBC V.P. 


His Title Matches Carlin’s at Blue 
Network 

Clarence L. Menser got the title of 
vice-president of the program de- 
partment at NBC last week. This 
matches him up with Phil Carlin 
who has been a veepee in the same 
job for the Blue. 

Menser took over when Sid Strotz 
left for the Pacific coast domain of 
NBC. There have been recurring re- 
ports, apparently without founda- 
tion, that Strotz might be returning 
to New York. 











Morton Sidley has been promoted 
to sales manager of KSFO, San 
Francsco. He succeeds Haan J. Ty- 
ler, who has moved to Los Angeles 
to represent KSFO through Weed 
& Co. 





Montreal, July 14. 

Glenn Bannerman, president and 
general manager of Canadian As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, represent- 
ing private station owners before 
the committee on radio of the House 
of Commons Thursday (9), stated 
that it was ‘only within the last five 
years that any number of privately- 
owned stations have entered into 
black figures and begun to recover 
some of the losses of the past 15 
years.” 


He added that advertising placed 





with private stations through the 








Canadian Broadcasting Corp. aver- 
aged $44 per station per day which 
was insufficient ‘to begin to cover 
the salaries of the employees of the 
average station. Bannerman said 
that during 1941, 69 private stations 
in Canada reported a total of $1,007,- 
830 in time given free for govern- 
ment patriotic and charitable cam- 
paigns. In addition to this, the 26 
private stations on the CBC network 
carried network programs of this 
type. 

The private stations did consider- 
able work in developing talent, but 
were discouraged by the practice 
of broadcasting an origination of a 
private station over a network with- 
out giving credit to the station. In 





Canadian Private Stations Only Now 
Getting Some Profit, Commons Is Told 


some instances this had recently been 
relaxed. 

Commons Radic Committee has 
decided to examine vouchers for cer- 
tain @€xpense accounts submitted by 
Gladstone Murray, general manager 
of CBC. The decision was reached 
after the committee heard lengthy 
evidence from A. F. Pickering of 
Regina, former assistant to the gen- 
eral manager, dealing largely with 
Murray’s expense accounts. Later in 
the day Mr. Murray made a brief 
statement to the committee saying 
there were no irregularities in his 
accounts and nothing which he had 
any desire of hiding. All accounts 
which he had submitted were au- 
dited, he said. 


Although it was NBC that an- 
nounced several weeks ago that it 
had signatured Raymond Gram 
Swing, currently on Mutual, to an 
exclusive contract, the newscaster 
has wound up on the Blue Network. 
He will occupy four 15-minute pe- 
riods a week on the Blue for Socony. 
Vacuum, starting Sept. 28. It will 
be the 10 p.m. spot, opposite the 
one that he has filled on Mutual for 
eight years and bringing him into 
competition with his present spon- 
sor, White Owl Cigar. Swing ends 
his White Owl program Sept. 25. 


Socony’s Blue hookup will consist 
of 140 stations. This entails a mix- 
ture of NBC-Red stations. J. Sterl- 
ing Getchell is the agency on So- 
cony, 


White Owl is considering Ray- 
mond Clapper as Swing’s successor 
on Mutual, starting the first week in 
September. Clapper’s radio connec- 
tion has been exclusively Blue Net- 
work, 

Mutual’s Sarcasm 


In its ‘conference call’ to Mutual 
affiliates Monday (13) that net- 
work’s management commented on 
Swing’s alignment with the Blue 
Network. When Swing, according to 
the statement made on this ‘call,’ 
signed with NBC five weeks ago, he 
said that he was making the change 
because he wanted the NBC-Red’s 
facilities and a year’s guaranteed in- 
come on a non-cancellable basis. 
Also that while NBC had not set a 
schedule for his broadcasts he was 
assured that satisfactory time would 
be available for him. 


Last week, according to the same 
‘conference call’ statement, NBC got 
in touch with Swinr and offered him 
the alternative of adhering to his 
contract for sustaining broadcasts 
over NBC with schedule time being 
later than 11 p.m. or allowing him 
a release from his NBC contract so 
that he could go on the Blue for 
Socony Monday through Thursdays. 
The closing line of the statement to 
Mutual affiliates was, ‘The advan- 
tages of the associated relationship 
of the RCA networks seems to be 
quite obvious in this connection.’ 





Bernard Prockter Has 
Biow Business Reins 
For Radio Department 


Milton Biow last week split up the 
executive authority of his agency’s 
radio department between Vick 
Knight and _ Bernard Prockter, 
Knight will have charge of program 
production and talent selection and 
Prockter will function in a manag- 
ing capacity. The latter will handle 
all the contracting relations with 
stations, clients and talent. Biow at 
the same time appointed Irving H. 
MacKenzie as his executive assistant. 
The realignment of authority fol- 
lowed the resignation of Reggie 
Scheubel, who previously headed up 
these various divisions. 

Biow and Knight left for Holly- 
wood last Friday (10) for the pur- 
pose of opening a branch office and 
deciding which of the Philip Morris 
shows should originate romf the 
Coast. 





RICHARD DIGGS TO FRISCO 


Leaves Lennen & Mitchell for OWI 
Coast Position 








Richard Diggs, co-director with 
Blayne Butcher of Lennen & Mit- 
chell’s radio department, resigned 
last Friday (10) to join the Office 
of War Information in San Fran- 
cisco. Butcher will function as the 
acting head of the department. 

Diggs was formerly a writer in 
Hollywood. 





Mrs. B. Oldfield Resumes 


Lincoln, July 14. 

Hollywood gab still is being re- 
tailed for the Lincoln Theaters Corp. 
in the same old spot on KFOR. 

Mrs, Barney Oldfield resumed 
nightly, six days a week, on contract 
signed by Charles Freeman, city 
manager of LTC. 





Harold W. David, formerly with 
Lord & Thomas, has joined the Chi- 
cago office of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 





mert as an executive. 
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_ MAIN STREET CROSSES SEAS 


KID SHOWS, REMEMBER? |{Nf) |AMY AADII ‘Witmer Discloses NBC Intentions 
REFLECTS FACTS Ou Full-Use-of-Network Basis, 
iitassteels dea dog: -Following CBS, Mutual Moves 


laboration With OWl’s 
BIOW HEARS GINNY SIMMS! 








The rise and fall of the radio children’s hour is the theme 
of a new book, ‘All Children Listen,’ by Dorothy Gordon 
(George W. Stewart; $1.50), which confidently looks forward 
to a day when the parents, teachers and worried adults gener- 
ally will again demand service. Mrs. Gordon traces the cliff- 
hangers, the Uncle Dons, the agitation, the disappointgnents, 
the ultimate flight of the sponsors and admen from all the up- 
roar. ‘Phooey on kid shows, they're too much trouble,’ said 








Oversea eep 
* Branch, Keeps a Roy C: Witmer, NBC vp. in 




















the businessmen, disgusted with the clubwomen, the pressure 
groups, the sincere and the insincere, the confusion of counsel: 


Mrs. Gordon has figures to illustrate the decline in the 


number of children’s programs. 
intellectual interest therein she 
tives without imagination who 
fret over James. Lawrence Fly. 


The decline in the industry’s 
also reports, deploring execu- 
wish only to be left alone to 


It was not so in Russia, where the radio was dedicated to 


the child with results that Mrs 


. Gordon now sees reflected in 


the splendid morale of the Soviet troops and masses. The child 
was patiently studied and lovingly serviced by Russian broad- 


casters. 


There were three separate sets of programs by age 


spans. The greatest stars and writers in the Soviet were not 
too great to perform for the kiddies. In Russia the children’s 


program, per se, reached its ful 
on her fact-finding tour some 
in Germany, where everything 


lest flower, Mrs. Gordon found 
years ago. Characteristically, 
is perverted, radio taught little 


children to be nasty cruel brats. 


Enough is sketched by Mrs. 
thing of petty clubwomen politi 


lem became in the United States. 


Gordon to show what a play- 
cs the children’s program prob- 
Her lady-like reticences 


about the Women’s National Radio Committee and about some 


of the under-table leg-pinching of the era of ' 
It deprives the story of its 
The battle for the children’s pro- 


ness must be regretted. 
and more piquant flavors. 


wonderful foolish- 
full detail 


gram was lost in too many coast-to-coast hook-ups for lady 


orators. 


a 





‘All Children Listen’ is, meanwhile, an informative, useful, 
clearly written book, happily free of the unintelligibility many 
schoolmasters and schoolmams manage to wrap around the 


subject. Mrs. Gordon is earnes 
urbane. 


t but not hysterical, urgent but 





Newspapers Part 
In War Effort Set 
For Seattle Talks 





Virginia Payne, Jones 
Returned to Office 





Chicago, July 14. 
Election of officers for the new 
year wassheld Thursday (9) by the 








In AFRA Chicago Vote | 


Small Town Flavor— 
Minor League Baseball 
Rates Big—Section News, 
Rural Politics Included 


—_—_— — 


HOT MUSIC ITEMS 


Alse Seeks a West Coast ‘Johnny’ 
Fer Commercials 





Hollywood, July 14. 

Vick Knight, executive producer 
for the Biow Agency, is auditioning 
Ginny Simms for a new musical 
script progra.s. If approved by 
Philip Morris it replaces one oi tle 
ciggie firm’s three shows. 

Also being auditioned is another 
‘Johnny’ so that cigaret shows can 
be moved to the Coast. 


SAVINGS BANKS 
~ EYE WOMEN'S 
PROGRAMS 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is inquiring for 
women’s participation program avail- 
abilities in behalf of the N. Y. State 
Savings Banks Association. 

The spots, if and when lined up, 
are to be part of a recommended 
campaign. 


Pious, Moss, Knight On 
AFRA National Board; 
Probably No Convention 


New members of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists national 
board, named in the recent election 
of the New York local, are Minerva 
Pious, Arnold Moss and Felix Knight 
Re-elected in the same balloting 
were John Brown, Clayton Collyer, 
Ted deCorsia, Alan Reed, Ken Reb- 
erts and Walter Preston. 

If the wnion’s national membership 
approves a proposed constitutional 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


One part of an extensive short- 
wave radio service now provided to 
American troops by the United 


States Government itself is a half- 
hour called ‘News From Home’, This 
program is One of the most revealing 
as to our attitude in this war toward 
our soldiers and the constant striving 
of the War Department to render the 
traveling fighters news that ordi- 
narily never crosses oceans. For ex- 
ample, there is great stress on minor 
league baseball scores. The Podunk 
Orioles rate right with the New York 
Yanks. American gags and artecdota 
are liberally seeded into the short- 
wave. Sectional news, even home 
town politics, and what’s doing in 
war factories are included. Comic 
strip addicts among the troops are 
supplied periodically with the cur- 
rent plot complications of the leading 
newspaper cartoon features. 


Uncle Sam attempts to show the 
fighters what life is like while they 
are away, how everybody is working 
hard and pushing for victory. Every 
section of the U.S.A. is included. 
Radio stations all over the land con- 
tribute special recordings,-usually by 
their best-known announcer voices, 
which are dubbed into ‘News From 
Home’ along with such items as the 
current hit tunes, how somebody 
nicknamed the Nazis ‘sons of blitzes’, 
ete. 

















Commercials 

Soldiers and sailors receive a con- 
siderable number of the regular ad- 
vertising-supplied network enter- 
tainments which reach them on re- 
peats over the NBC and CBS short- 
wave stations. But Uncle Sam’s own 
service to the forces is already ex- 


charge of sales, disclosed Monday 
(13) in a letter to advertisers and 
ad agencies that while the network 
does not contemplate raising rates 
it was trying . work out a plan 
whereby accounts may ‘at compara- 
tively small cost include every avail- 
able NBC station in their hookups, 
and with no penalty to those whe 
do not wish to use the full service.” 
The statement was the first by NBC 
on the subject since Columbia is- 
sued its new discount structure. Un- 
der CBS’ plan advertisers who used 
the full network became entitled to 
large added discounts. For smaller 
accounts the new discount plan rep- 
resented a rate increase of 5%. 


Mutual was still waiting yesterday 
(Tuesday) to hear from all its af- 
filiates on the new volume discount 
plan that it had submitted to them 
the week before. For the purpose 
of the plan all stations have been 
classified into three market groups: 
‘A’, representing basic ‘B’, supple- 
mentary stations in towns of over 
30,000 population and ‘C’, stations in 
towns under 30,000. Clients that use 
a minimum of 100 stations become 
entitled, under the new plan, to an 
additional 2% on large stations, 4% 
on medium-sized stations and 8% on 
the smallest stations. 


For accounts that use 200 or more 
stations the maximum discount al- 
lowances will be 50% on market ‘A’ 
stations, which will make such stat- 
tions’ compensation 37% after all 
quantity discounts, ad agency com- 
mission (15%) and Mutual’s 15%’ 
sales service fee have been deduced. 
the statement made on this ‘call’, 
| In the case of ‘B’ stations the maxi- 
| mum discount would be 60% and the 
station’s net compensation, 2912%. On 
‘C’ stations in this sort of hookup the 
account would receive a maximum 
discount of 75%, while the station’s 
net compensation would be 184%. 

It is Mutual’s idea to put these 
new discounts into effect Aug. 1. 


WHOLE STAFF 





Chicago lecal of the AFRA, in 4/ tensive and growing These pro-| amendment these electees will be au- 
special meeting at the Sherman grams are largely under the impetus tomatically made final. Ordinarily, VACATIONS AT 
hotel. of the radio branch of the War De- |all elections must be approved by 
Seattle, July 14. Virginia Payne was re-elected /partment’s Bureau of Public Rela- | the annual convention. The proposed 
The Blue network's ‘Town Hall’! president of the union, and Ray-/|tions. Some of them, however, em- amendment would cancel this year’s 


broadcast of Aug. 6 will originate at 
University of Washington’s Meany 
Hall here. “The Role of the Press in 
War Time’ will have ag participants 
Palmer Hoyt, publisher of the Port- 
land Oregonian, Saul Lewis, pub- 
lisher of the Linden, Wash. Tribune, 
and Eric Johnston, president of the 
United States Chamber of Com- 
merce. Efforts are being made to 
get Government's views on the sub- 





mond Jones was returned as execu- 
tive secretary. 

Other officers included Norman 
Barry, ist vice-pres.; Bob Bailey, 
2nd vice-pres.; Paul Nettinga, 3rd 
vice-pres.; Hellen Van Tuyl, record- 
ing secy., and Philip Lord, treas. 





WHIP NOW WJWC 


Clark—Marshall 





After Jehn Ww. 


annual convention, previously sched- 
uled to be held in Chicago late next 
month. The cancellation would be 
in conformity with the recent sug- 
gestion by Joseph B. Eastman, direc- 
tor of Defense Transportation, that 
all national conventions be cancelled 
to avoid unnecessary travel. AFRA 
leaders had previously planned to| 
go ahead with the convention be- | 
cause only a few delegates would be 
making the trip to Chicago 


ploy the production brains and facili- 
ties of the Overseas Branch of the 
Office of War Information in N. Y., 
and all the DX programs pass 
through the contro] board of the 
latter, from whence they are fed to 
the various shortwave stations scat- 
tered throughout the U. S. A. 

The daily broadcasts begin around 
midnight and continue through until 
late afternoon of the following day. 
Programs are repeated on different 








SAME TIME 


Tuscola, Ill., July 14. 
Instead of following its usual 
practice of staggering the vacations 
of its various staff performers, sta- 
tion WDZ, Tuscola, gave all its talent 
a week’s holiday at the same time 
this year. During the interval, the 











| week of July 4, the outlet substituted 


ject from Elmer Davis, Byron Price Field Has Minerity Share beams and at different times for transcribed programs—with apolo- 
Benen drersren apr 2 maximum global coverage; so that Parley Baer, special events chief | gies to the listeners. The vacation 
The publishers of the three Seattle | Chicago, July 14. as far as possible they hit the| at KSL, Salt Lake City, in hospital | was with pay. 
dailies, John Boettiger, Post-Intelli-| WHIP has changed its call letters (Continued on page 39) | for operation. Newest member of the station's 
gencer; Abe Horowitz, Star; and | to WJWC., honoring its new majority |+~—————_ — —_—_—_—— $$ —_—_—_—_--——- — |talent list is La Donna Jean Harrell, 
Elmer Todd, Times, will participste | stockholder, John W. Clark, La Salle | 15, accordionist. She also is a 
in a pre-broadcast discussion on the | street financier Marshall Field, » , stenographer, which will doubtless 
role pewspapers piay in the present | store owner and publisher of the Ictory eatre is OWS prove useful, as the WDZ is con- 
all-out war effort. Chicago Sun, is also a minority stantly undergoing shifts these days 


TOWN MEET AND DENNY 
STRAY FAR, FAR AWAY 





‘America’s Town Meeting,’ which 
Originated last week in Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico, vio KOB, will be 
broadcast for the next three weeks 


stockholder in the new set-up, which 
has undergone a complete reorgani- 
zation. 

Coincident with the change in 
/name, WJWC went on the air full- 
time, having previously shared op- 
erating time with stations in Buffalo 
and Oklahoma City. 

Simultaneously, WJWC put into 
operation a new five-tower direc- 
tional radiating system which will 


Stewart-Grant-Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia. Story’ as’ 
Lux Summer Sub 





Hollywood, July 14. Davis. He leaves for Washington | 

Eight programs to fill the Lux|after the initialer to confer with | 
. — lw. B. Lewis, radio head of OWI. 

Other shows set by Wolff and his 


summer void over CBS on Monday | 


because of staff members going inte 
the armed forces. 


PORTER TAKES CARTER’S 
FROM STREET & FINNEY 


Richard A. Porter, v.p. in charge 
of the New York office of the 








from Southern California. On the|enable it to operate full time on |nights have been set in the Victory | eastern associates are, in the fol-| Roche, Williams &_. Cunnyngham 
first program, from San Diego, the | 1520 kilocycles. Theatre series auspiced by ‘+he! lowing succession, Hit Parade, Major | agency, is.due to take over the spot 
topic will be, ‘How Shall We Cope| Staff at WJWC includes William | Office of War Information. Lead-| Bowes, ‘First Nighter,’ ‘Big Town,’| phase of the Carter's Little Liver 
with Housing Problem in Defense |R. Cline. vice-pres. and general |offer will be Monday night’s Lux|Bob Burns, Screen Guild Theatre| Pills business. Porter has for some 


Areas?” Peter Grimm, New York 
City realtor and member of the 
Town Hall Board, will be one of the 
speakers. 

Town Meeting has been on the 
road since spring, with George V. 
Denny, Jr., in charge as usual. 


manager; Frank Baker, formerly of 
WLS as program director; Mark 
Love, production mgr.; Bert Julian, 
Hammond studio director; William 
|\&. Albright, chief engineer; John 
| McEllen, business office manager 
‘and Gladys Jones, traffic manager. 





airing of ‘Philadelphia Story,’ with|and Fred Allen. C. B. DeMille will 
Lieut. James Stewart, Cary Grant) be the voice of the U.S. New York 
and Katharine Hepburn splitting up| and Hollywood will be the origina- 
the leads. 
stalled here as chief liaison officer| programs. Victory Theatre series 
for Office of Facts and Figures. con- | supplements the companion string on 





under 


tinues in that capacity Eimer ' NBC, Victory Parade. 


Nat Wolff, originally in-|tion points of an equal number of |: 


months handled the ‘Inner Sanctum 
Mysteries’ series (Blue) for the same 
account. 

Street & Finney agency has 
booked for years Carter’s spot busi- 
ness through a subsid, Spot Broad- 
casting, Ine. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: Ted Granik’s becoming ‘special ad- 
viser’ to Donald Nelson of WPB and Mutual’s chirp that now it’s not 
just Columbia that’s running the war—the increasing size and scope 
and the new 57th Street home of the Overseas Bureau of the OWI-— 
David Sarnoff’s serving as a Signal Corps colonel—Reggie Scheubel’s 
exit from Biow—the altered status of Bastille Day (14) this year. 








Milton Berle plays the male lead opposite Madeleine Carroll on the 
Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ presentation Friday night (17) of ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’....James Church subbing ,as director of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and 
Arthur Hanna handling ‘Lorenzo Jones’ during the vacation of Steven 
Gross....Bobby Andrews, tenor, now has solo spot on ‘Manhattan Merry 
Go Round,’ and Joyce Allman subbing for Mary Grandahl ‘in choruses on 
the same show and ‘America the Free’....Vivian Ogden joined ‘David 
Harum’ cast....Katherine Raht, the Mrs. Aldrich of the ‘Aldrici: Family,’ 
added to ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ cast....New players on the current 
‘Mr. Keen’ yarn include Virginia Dwyer, Edith Spencer, Tom Hoier and 
doseph Curtin. 

The George Zacharys (Marian Shockley) on a two-week St. Lawrence 
cruise....Zachary interrupts it to return Sunday to direct the regular 
Andre Kostelanetz broadcast....WWRL dickering with BBC for a deal to 
yebroadcast shortwave shows from England and Australia....John 
Mitchell, of the NBC mail room staff and formerly instructor in the drama 
departments at Missouri and Northwestern universities, joined the Blue 
script staff, succeeding Edward J. Gilmore, Jr., who joined the Navy.... 
Current issue of ‘Radio Age,’ the RCA house mag, devoted to NBC.... 
Bill Miller, mag rep of the NBC press department, handled the material 
....Myrtle Vail, of ‘Myrt and Marge,’ has a new show, ‘Myrt, Ltd.,’ for 
the fall....it’s about a gal columnist....George Heuther, former WWRL 
transmitter operator now serving with the Army at Ft. Devins, Mass., 
given sergeant’s stripes....Marge Calvert, Chicago actress who plays Judy 
in the recorded ‘Judy and Jane’ series, has moved to New York....Fritz 
Blocki, on temporary leave from Benton & Bowles to be one of the three 
directors of ‘Cheers From the Camps,’ will continue the assignment in- 
definitely....Tom Riley and Guy della Cioppa are the other directors of 
the series....the three men handle alternate broadcasts....Sydney Mose- 
ley, British-born news commentator on WMCA, starts a five-mornings- 
weekly series on Mutual next Monday (20)....Pvt. Ted Corday, former 
NBC staff director, announced and directed the special NBC show Satur- 
day (11) dedicated to the network’s men in the service....Paul Glynn, 
of WJSV, Columbia’s Washington affiliate, doubling between New York 
and his family’s home in Colebrook, Conn., for his vacation....William 
Wiseman, attorney and part-owner of WLIB, the new Brooklyn outlet, 


Imoved his RKO Bldg. offices down two flights to provide room for the 


WLIB sales staff. 

Former President Herbert Hoover broadcast, from San Francisco, and 
former Ambassador Hugh Gibson also took part in a discussion of their 
book, ‘The Problems of Lasting Peace,’ on ‘Wake Up America’ over the 
Blue network, Sunday, July 12. The panel consisted of: William L. 
Chenery, editor of Collier’s; Admiral William V. Pratt, associate editor of 
Newsweek, and Eve Garrett, journalist. Fred G. Clark served as moder- 
ator, telephone questions being taken from WELI, New Haven, Conn. f 

Clifton Fadiman and Wendell Willkie planed to Stern Park, Illinois, to 
help redub the town Lidice on behalf of a Lidice-Lives-Forever movement 
which was celebrated Sunday afternoon on NBC....Vincente Gomez, the 
guitar virtuoso, will be heard July 19 on Chase & Sanborn revue.... 
Daughter of James G. McDonald, now a Blue commentator, has made a 
scientific analysis of his fan mail....Jo Delinois, who conducts the ‘French 
Hour’ on WBNX, made a weak Bastille Day gesture yesterday (Tuesday ). 

Ray Jones, exec-secretary of the Chicago local of AFRA, in New York 
last week....Alka-Seltzer started its ‘Quiz Kids’ show in its new Sunday 
night spot with an unusually irritating brace of commercial announce- 
ments, particularly a hyper-cute opening one....Sunday night’s (12) ‘This 
Is Our Enemy’ was a punchy show, with Arnold Moss giving a notably 
emphatic performance....Eric Sevareid did a neat job Sunday night of 
debunking the legend of Gen. Rommel’s strategic genius.... Morgan Beatty 
gave an enlightening analysis the same night of the Russo-German war- 
front....Muriel Pollock, organist on ‘Stella Dallas,” ‘David Harum’ and 
*Win the War,’ subbing on ‘Board of Missing Heirs’....Tom Tully joined 
cast of recorded ‘Dan Wilson, Miner,’ which Martha Atwell directs.... 
James Monks added to ‘Help Mate’ cast. 

Sandra Michael taking a partial vacation as author of ‘Against the 
Storm’ by collaborating with her sister, Gerda Michael, on some of the 
scripts....Kermit Schafer, formerly with the Roger White program pro- 
duction office, joined the Army last week....he is at Camp Upton, but 
presently goes to Pine Camp, N.Y....Gus Chan, former WWRL announcer 
serving with the Army at Ft. Totten, given Corporal’s stripes....John 
MacDonell, director of the Frank Parker show for Squibb, vacationing.... 
Hull Brewing, of New Haven, started sponsorship last night (Tuesday) of 
‘The McNulty Family,’ weekly 30-minute Irish series on WWRL. 

Cyrus Samuelson and Aubrey Gene Posey, staff engineers at WOR, 
New York, resigned last week to enter the service. Samuelson, who has 
been with the station three years, becomes a First Liutenant in the Army. 
Posey, at WOR four years....enters the Navy as an Ensign....Richard 
Anthony Quodomine is WOR engineer at transmitter, succeeding Henry 
Harrison, now at studios....Helen Liberi new to WOR program depart- 
ment, replacing Elaine Ross, resigned....Doris Broder joined music 

library, succeeding Phyllis Rappaport, gone to the New York Public 
Library. 





IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


THe Rapio TraDdeE Is Discussinc: Prospects for Hollywood’s biggest 
radio year if the war lords don’t kick over the apple cart. More and 
more shows looking this way to originate—The solid radio front of top 
execs—Lew Weiss, Sid Strotz, Don Gilman and Don Thornburgh— 
Tackling all problems arising out of the war—Fox Case’s coniplete 
mews bureau in the main display window of the biggest downtown 
department store at LA’s busiest corner and broadcasting therefrom. 





Bernard Schubert here to wrap up another package, this time with Billie 
Burke under the excelsior....Pasadena’s KPAS now originating its Holly- 
‘wood programs at Earl Carroll’s nitery....Jack Sayers due in early next 
month to set up his Coast office for George Gallup surveys....Sid Strotz 
moved Frank Ford into the NBC sales promotion post, vacant since Bob 
McAndrews assumed his lieutenancy in the Army Air Corps. Ford is a 
vet of Coast advertising and more recently was ad boss here for Pennzoil 
-... Remarkable Miss Tuttle’ takes on Sharon Douglas and Arnold Stang 
as regular supporters for Edna Mae Oliver....So that listeners may think 
that ‘One Man’s Family’ still comes from Frisco and not Hollywood, script 
show tags off with ‘this program comes to you from California’....Cal 
Smith, headman at KFAC, to Chicago for meeting of district directors of 
National Association of Broadcasters....Bakery outfit is using the Para- 
mount theatre audience for its new quizzer over the Don Lee network, 
originating the broadcast at the film house....Donald Lawton and Kay 
Barr, ex-NBC’ites in Frisco, have joined Al Nelson’s new agency there. 
Nelson was lately manager of KPO-KGO for the chain there....New 
Yorkers should get a load of that summer getup draped around Hubbell 
Robinson. 
forgetting about ‘Fibber and Molly’ scripts for a month in Chicago.... 
George Fisher moved his cinema tattle from KHJ to KNX....It is now 
definitely settled that Dr. H. H. Chang, Chinese commentator, will per- 
form for the next 13 weeks on the Blue network....NBC is giving Radio 
City a fresh coat of paint and fixing up the roof to serve as a garden for 


RADIO ADMEN FORM CLUB 


Earl Thomas of MeCann-Erickson 
Aids Chicage Effort 








Chicago, July 14. 

Advertising agency radio execu- 
tives of Chicago have formed an or- 
ganization known as the Chicago 
Radio Management Club, with Earl 
Thomas of McCann-Erickson as gen- 
eral chairman, pending election of 
officers, 


Primary purpose of organization is 
to have group of important radio 
executives, so that when they are 
called upon for important defense 
and patriotic duties, they will have 
an organized affiliation to handle 
them. 


Thomas, who started group, is 
chairman of the USO radio drive for 
$1,700,000 in the Chicago area. This 
amount has been virtually collected, 
but feel future appeals should be 
met by an organized group capable 
or more efficiently handling such 
drives, ; 


CONGRESSMEN TALK TO 
HOMES VIA LAND LINES 


Washington, July 14. 
The political season has begun in 
this congressional election year. 
Latest stunt of senators and con- 
gressmen, unable to get home for 
fence-mending, is to set up regional 
or district hook-ups for themselves 
via land lines and talk from Wash- 

ington directly to the local voters. 


Station WJSV, Columbia’s local 
outlet, has already set up three such 
long-distance stump spiels. Senator 
Josh Lea, of Oklahoma, talked to his 
home folks July 7 and Senator Bur- 
net R. Maybank, of South Carolina, 
makes a similar blurb to his con- 
stituents tonight (Tuesday). Rep. 
Harold Knudson, of Minnesota, takes 
the air tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day). 


More Gal Spielers 


Louisville, July 14. 

Advent of women announcers on 
the local radio scene, has Kathryn 
Riddick taking over a morning 
women’s trick at WGRC, New Al- 
bany-Louisville. Femme _ spieler 
comes to the station after experi- 
ence in Miami as time salesman, 
later with WSAI, Cincinnati, and 
WKWK, Wheeling, W. Va. 

At WAVE, Kay Egan, a Vassar 
student, has taken over script writ- 
ing and announcing duties. For- 
merly aired over’ WKIP, Pough- 
keepsie, on current affairs, history, 
children’s plays and dramatized 
fairy tales. Her WAVE duties in- 
clude making station breaks, read- 
ing spot announcements, _ script 
writing and production. 

















‘Little Doctor Hickory’ is the title 
of a 10-minute educational for 
children being “fed to the Blue net- 
work by WOWO, Ft. Wayne. 


Police Nearly Start-Something — 





Cleveland, July 14. 

WHK-WCLE, WGAR and WTAM here all flatly refused to carry 
out a police department request to broadcast that two enemy bombers 
were headed toward Cleveland. Stations said only the military could 
make such a request. 

Warnings went out over police transmitter to police patrol cars and 
such home sets as might have been accidentally tuned in on the short- 
wave band. . 

How it all happened is a mystery. Meantime the police department 
is embarrassed and won't talk to reporters. 


» Radio Daffodils « 





Toronto.—Sitting in his office listening to a short-wave news broadcast 
from Réme, Major Gladstone Murray, g.m. of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., was astonished to learn that his plane had been forced down in the 
Mediterranean, that he had been picked up by an Italian ship and was on 
his way to Sicily as a prisoner of war. 





Milwaukee.—Broadcasters of foreign language prqgrams have the same 
troubles with their alien tongue soap operas as the rest. Due to trans- 
mitter trouble, WEMP went off the air the other morning just as its 
Polish hour was due. Telephone buzzed with inquiries to the station— 
‘Where’s the Marek family?’ (a Procter & Gamble sponsored program), 
Informed that the show was interrupted temporarily, one Polish women 
cried indignantly: “Ihat’s funny, I didn’t see anything about it in the 





newspaper.’ 


Cleveland.—Henry ‘Hank’ 


Schneider, 
chestra, ‘Mutual Goes Calling,” WHK, played a solo passage from closed 
telephone booth to give program listeners chance to find out truth in old 
maxim, ‘As crowded as a trombone player in a telephone booth.’ 





trombonist with Willard’s Or- 





MARK AUSTAD BACK 


Knee Injury Gets Him Honorably 
Discharged from U. S. Army 








Salt Lake City, July 14. 
At KSL Mark Austad has re- 
turned to announcing staff after be- 
ing honorably discharged from of- 
ficers training school due to ac- 
cidental injuries to knee while in 


training. 
Newly appointed is William Hardi- 
man as musical director, with 


Foster Cope remaining as Director 
of orchestra and orchestra  per- 
sonnel. Lynn McKinley replaces 
Helen Ann Young in charge of 
transcription library and, Miss 
Young shifts to directorship of mu- 
sic library. 

Created this week the job of 
spot announcement co-ordinator is 
for Gene Galliday, who also con- 
tinues with his shift as studio or- 
ganist, 





New Talent on Kellogg 


Cowboy Show in Texas 
San Antonio, July 14. 
The Kellogg Rancher’s program 
over WOAI and over five other 
Texas stations has replaced Texas 
Rangers with Box K Quartet, songs 
of Patty Taylor and music by 
Johnny Simpson at the organ, Harry 
Hogan at the piano, and Auggie 
Kemper at the drums. 
Broadcasts are a quarter hour in 





length and are aired Monday 


Makes most of the natives look over-dressed....Don Quinn. 


through Friday. 





sun bathing....Lum and Abner finally succumbed to outside help of the 
tender sex and had Margaret Brayton play the mother who abandoned 
her infant on their doorstep. For 11 years they have been playing nearly 
all the parts themselves....Ilka Chase, unscathed by her Hollywood visit, 
hikes back east after July 18 broadcast to start a lecture tour. Her tome, 
‘Past Imperfect,’ left a few feuds smoldering....Treasury Department 
summoned to Washington Dick Connors, radio coordinator for Southern 
Cal. Broadcasters. He doesn’t know what it means....Two KFWB alumni, 
Nat Hiken, gag writer for Fred Allen, and Jack Lescoulie, ‘Grouch Club- 
ber,’ now on WNEW, New York, passing a few days here. Hiken is on 
vacation and Lescoulie is honeymooning....NBC auditioned Phil Regan in 
a quarter-hour musical program....Couple of radio writers, not overfond 
of a network script censor, figured-to get even with him by having a boat 
bearing his name torpedoed. He blue-penciled that, too. 

‘Soldiers With Wings,’ show from Camp Santa Ana, Cal., with Holly- 
wood stars guesting, will be off the Columbia network until July 25 when 
it comes back not only on a new night, but a new hour, 8 to 8:30....Bob 
Hope and Jerry Colonna will guest on the return date—Mary Martin and 
Dick Powell did the honors July 8. They congratulated the emcee, Bur- 
gess Meredith, who had been promoted to lieutenant and was headed for 
an aviation field in Texas, 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Fred Beelby, copy writer on WAIT, has left the station to become a 
private in the United States Army....Ken Niles, until recently announcer 
at KGLO, in Mason City, has been brought to Chicago to fill a similar 
post at WAAF, replacing Frank McGivern, who will do freelance sports 
announcing....Lee Gillette, program director for WAAF, has just re- 
turned from an extended tour of Colorado, Nebraska and Iowa... .‘Treas- 
ury Corner,’ 15-minute celebrity interviews, 11:45 to 12 o’clock noon, 
started this week over WCFL to sell war bonds and stamps, Buddy Ebsen 
featured on opening show....Another patriotic program, ‘Our American 
Service Stars,’ consisting of interviews with mothers whose sons have 
been killed abroad, goes over WCFL, 6:30 to 7 p.m., every Tues. and 
Thurs., with Cynthia Cooper handling the interviews. 

WAAF has new variety record show, ‘Matinee Theatre,’ with sound 
effects, laughter, applause, etc....Harry Maus, copy writer for the Russel 
Seeds Agency, has embarked on a two-week sailing cruise of Lake Michi- 
gan on his own boat “Treo’....Nikki Kaye, continuity writer for the W. E. 
Long Company, has sold her latest short story, ‘Overtone,’ to the Chicago 
Daily News Syndicate for publication, August 10....Virginia Smith, of 
WBBM’s program department, is station’s fifth feminine studio engineer, 
having learned control techniques under supervision of Engineer Super- 








visor, Hollie Pearce, 





RECEPTION CENTER ON 
AIR FOR PUBLIC INFO 


New Cumberland, Pa., July 14. 

Soldiers of the Army Reception 
Centre here have been presenting 
their own weekly radio show, ‘Penn- 
sylvania on Parade,’ over WHP, CBS 
affiliate, in nearby Harrisburg each 
Friday from 7:30-8 p.m. With this 
post serving as reception centre for 
virtually all Pennsylvanian recruits, 
Major Wayne E. Homan, public rela- 
tions officer, started the program two 
months ago to keep public posted 
on local army activities, to boost 
army recruiting, to ease recruits over 
bumps of getting adjusted to army 
life. Program may be routed over a 
statewide network. 

Show is scripted and produced by 
Privates Paul L. Martin and Robert 
Van Camp. Former scripted news 
casts for WNEW, New York, and be- 
fore that batted around newspapers 
and Associated Press. Latter was a 





Scranton, Pa.; WSJS, Winston-Salem, 
and WDNC, Durham, N. C., and di- 
rector of college legit at Duke Uni- 
versity. 

Private Martin weeds the perform- 
ers out of ranks via the classification 
ecards and interviews with a sample 
show consisting of men who were, in 
private life, a xylophonist, an oper- 
atic baritone, a ‘Variety’ correspond- 
ent, a personnel director, an idus- 
trial chemist, and a champ at cor- 
respondence chess. 

Broadcasts emanate from post rec- 
reation hall, utilize post band batoned 
by Warrant Officer Oscar Nutter, 
Corporal Leighton Hatfield at Ham- 
mond organ and Lt. Mike Murray, 
ex-NBC, as announcer and _ inter- 
viewer. 


Staffs of Cowles Stations 
Sub for Mary Little 


Des Moines, July 14. 
During the vacation of Mary Lit- 
tle, radio editor of the Register and 
Tribune, staff members of local sta- 
tions KSO, KRNT, WMT and WNAX 
are writing guest columns for her. 
Mal Hansen, KSO-KRNT farm ¢ 
rector, wrote last week about what 
farm programs are doing to help 
win the war. 


Norman Noyes’ Title 


Norman Noyes has been named 
national spot sales coordinator for 
NBC’s western division. He will 
operate out of the Hollywood office. 

Noyes’ area does not include San 
Francisco and points north, Thomas 
Ray, Jr., with offices in Frisco, han- 
dles spot sales in the northern Pa- 
cific territory. 














Grange, Theatre Combo 


Seattle, July 14. 

Weekly half-hour program ‘Meet 
the Grange’ sponsored by the Wash- 
ington State Grange begins today 
on KIRO. 

Broadcasts will use dramatizations 
of the history and building of the 
farmer’s organization, with cast 


made up of members of the Seattle 
Repertory Theatre. 
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-Don’t-Waste-Time Announcements 





Worcester, July 14. 


In a move to encourage city’s huge army of war workers to top- 
speed production, WTAG last week inaugurated series of announce- 
ments which have brought verbal applause from chiefs of industrial 


plants. 


Emphasizing the importance of every minute in the war effort and 
stressing the need for constant vigilance and effort on the factory- 


front, announcements are schedule 
which have been timed to coincide 


at WTAG news periods, many of 
with shift changes at the plants so 


all workers will be reached by the message. 


Typical announcement follows: 


Sound: Tick tock...tick tock...tick tock, 


Voice: Are you killing time? 

Sound: Glass shattering. 

Voice: Kill time and you kill our 
war production. 


chance of winning. Speed up your 


Sound: Tick tock...tick tock...tick tock. 


Voice: Every minute counts. 


Sound: Tick tock...tick tock...tick tock. 


Voice: 


Don’t take time out or a soldier’s life may be wiped out. 


Every minute counts in war production! 

Sound: Tick tock...tick tock...tick tock, 

Voice: Better to sweat than be a slave. The part you don’t make 
TODAY a soldier will lack TOMMORROW. 


‘Stage Door Canteen’ Sets Staff 














McGill Directs, Paige Sitons. Wilson Writes Pro- 
gram Starting July 30 








Earle McGill, staff preducer-direc- 
tor at CBS, will direct the ‘Stage 
Door Canteen’ program starting July 
30 over Columbia for Corn Products. 
He will also continue his regular 
CBS staff assignments. 

Raymond Paige will be musical 
director of the series, batoning a 25- 
piece orchestra and 12-voice chorus. 
Frank Wilson, who recently resigned 
from the Office of Facts and Figures 
and was formerly with Lord & 
Thomas, will be the principal writer 
on the show, with other scripters to 
be selected later. Permanent m.c. 
and guest names for the first few 
broadcasts will be named within the 
next few days. 


Talent for the series is being 
booked by a committee of agents, in- 
cluding Larry White (Leland Hay- 
ward), Tom Rockwell (General 
Amusement), Bill Stuhler (Lyons & 
Lyons), Hal Hackett (Music Corp.), 
Bill Murray (William Morris) and 
Bruce Powell (Myron Selznick), 
working with Roger White, producer 
of the series for the C. L. Miller 
agency, and Helen Menken, chair- 
man of the American Theatre Wing 
radio committee. Commissions for 
the bookings will be turned over to 
the Theatre Wing, which is also 
being paid between $2,500 and $3,000 
a week by Corn Products. The 
Wing operates the Stage Door Can- 
teen, N. Y., which is the basis for the 
program, 


GRANT AGENCY GETS 
OLD DUTCH CLEANSER 


Chicago, July 14. 

Grant agency has been appointed 
to handle all Old Dutch Cleanser 
advertising, including radio network, 
Magazine, newspaper and other al- 
lied fields. Formerly Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert, 

Current plans will continue pres- 
ent ‘Helpmate’ ether show on 
WMAQ, Monday to Friday inclusive 
at 9:30 am., as well as plan other 
radio outlets. 

Gene Cooper, vice-president of 
Grant Advertising, acts as account 
executive, 








Richmond’s New Post 


John Richmond is the new head 
of the magazine division at the CBS 
Publicity department in New York. 

Tom Flannagan, his predecessor, 


~~ U. S. Navy as a junior lieuten- 
nt. ; ee 





Johnny Forrest’s WOL Job 
Seattle, July 14. 
Johnny Forrest is now holding 
down the post of continuity head 
and publicity director at KOL. 
Dorothy Fredericks has joined the 
continuity staff of KOL. 
Spencer Green is now handling 
Publicity and promotion at KOMO- 





JR. Formerly on Seattle Star. 


vv 


SALUTES THEATRE WING 


Helen Menken, Adler, Pemberton, 
Mrs, Fairbanks on Program 








Salute to the American Theatre 
Wing will be aired July 24 by ‘Dou- 
ble or Nothing’ on Mutual for Feena- 
mint. 


Representing the Wing on the 
broadcast will be Helen Menken, 
Larry Adler, Brock Pemberton and 
Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 


Stan Shaw’s Aide Carries 
On at WNEW But Goes 
To Signal Corps Ultimate 


With Jack Lescoulie, who suc- 
ceeded Stan Shaw, due to be called 
for active duty in the Signal Corps 
in several months, station WNEW, 
New York, is seeking a permanent 
record jockey for its all-night 
‘Milkman’s Matinee’ series. Since 
Shaw was dropped last week by 
the station, Lescoulie has been han- 
diing ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ by him- 
self. He was formerly Shaw’s as- 
sistant and previously had a 
‘Grouch Club’ program on various 
networks. 

Shaw, who has spieled ‘Matinee’ 
since its start on WNEW several 
years ago and was the first of the 
all-night record personalities, has 
been in difficulties with the station 
management on numerous occa- 
sions, but had always been able to 
straighten out matters before. His 
future plans are unknown. Les- 
coulie, who has enlisted in the Sig- 
nal Corps, is attending school and 
will be called for active duty when 
he completes his course. He con- 
tinues on ‘Matinee’ until then. 

John Flora, formerly Shaw’s as- 
sistant on the show and noted for 
his remarkable voice similarity to 
Shaw, enlisted in the Army Aijr 
Corps some time ago. 
now has almost 20 participating 
sponsors. The record-player and 
spieler on the series gets a straight 
salary and extra fees for added 
sponsors. The show's style was 
somewhat crimped upon the U. S. 
entry into tre war by the ban on 
the playing of request numbers. 
That, with Shaw’s flip handling of 
the wires from listeners, was a 
basic appeal of the program. 


SCHLITZ BEER USING 
FIVE-MINUTE DISCS 


Schlitz Beer has entered the spot 
field with a series of five-minute 
musical transcriptions. 

McJunkin agency, of Chicago, is 
lining up the stations and the World 
Studios is doing the recording job. 














| I have met 





‘Matinee’ | around to 





DEADPANS GREET 
MALL TOWNERS 


N.A.B. Conventions Don’t 
Warm the Spirits of Little 
Fellows—Only Ones That 
Are Cordial Are Equip- 
ment Salesmen — Demi- 
gods Run Away When 
Social Equals Come Along 








A SAD TALE 





By Storm Whaley 


Manager, Station KUOA 
Siloam Springs 
Arkansas 

Come and weep silently the while 
I speak a speech for a race of men 
by the world forgot: The small town 
broadcaster! 

The word ‘broadcaster’ describes 
them, too. The station manager of a 
small station doesn’t sit behind his 
desk much of the time. That is why 
New York, and Chicago salesmen for 
the transcription companies should 
always wire or write ahead, before 
visiting the bush legion. It is em- 
barrassing to all concerned for sales- 
men to call on the general manager 
of a station while he is busy holding 
down the control board, or announc- 
ing, or working on the hall carpet, 
or washing windows, or putting up 
signs for a client, or broadcasting a 
ball game, or typing his own letters. 
That’s broadcasting in the raw! 

I’m a member of that race and I’m 
proud that I am a broadcaster. That 
is, most of the time, I’m proud. I’m 
not sure I have pride in my work 
on the occasions when radio men get 
together as such. Here is my woe- 
ful tale. 

From my introduction to radio in 
1935, the National Association of 
Broadcasters seemed to me to be the 
Olympus. After we had collected 
some slow accounts, and there was a 
little extra money, I attended the 
1937 Chicago convention. My going 
was an event at the station. It’s al- 
ways an event in a small town sta- 
tion. All the boys expected me to 
distinguish myself—to get my pic- 
ture in trade magazines—hob-nob- 
bing with the president of this and 
that network—calling the FCC Com- 
missioners by their first names. I 
was sure that I would come back 
krowing at least 250 or 300 of the 
NAB membership. 

I’m a member of national luncheon 
clubs and I have sattended two or 
three of their conventions. Younger 
than most of the members, I at first 
felt hesitant about calling a well- 
known surgeon, ‘Bill,’ and a famous 
corporation lawyer, ‘Pat,’ or an ad- 
vertising agency president, ‘Burr.’ I 
wasn’t allowed to feel that way long, 
and, soon found myself acquainted 
on an equal basis with aristocrats 
representing a cross section of the 
whole country. I will comment that 
few radio men in this 
organization. 

And He Found Out 

With that 
went to the Chicago Convention. 
When I returned, the boys gathered 
hear me tell about my 
bosom pals at the top in 
thought I had met a lot of people, 
but my thinking turned sour when 
I named them, I had only met sales- 
men for the equipment manufactur- 
ers,.transcription companies, music 
societies, and the news and script 
services. Most of these worthies had 
visited’ our station on their annual 
tours. 

Embarrassed, I tried to redeem my 
reputation at the next convention. 
The results were unimproved. Not 
that I wanted to glad-hand high 
wattage executives, but this time it 
was to keep my good name at home. 
My best small town smile has never 
been met with as many cold stares 
or chilling introductions. My con- 
versations could only be forced upon 
the moguls, on an average, for the 
length of a five word spot. I recall 
standing looking forlornly for a face 
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Standard Brands Shifts Royal Desserts 
From Ellis Agency on 24 Hrs.’ Notice 





John Leinbach Joins 
U.S. Ambulance Corps 


John Leinbach has left the script- 
ing staff of J. Walter Thompson to 
join the U. S. Ambulance Corps. 

He wrote continuities and com- 
mercials, 


SEA HEROISM 
GETS A SALUTE 


Toronto, July 14. 

New series, the ‘Merchant Navy 
Program,’ teed off Friday (10) to be 
carried over the national network of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. for 
13 weeks on Fridays, 8:05-8:30 EDT. 
Idea of the new variety entertain- 
ment is to bring merchant navy he- 
roes to the mike for interviews on 
the premise that the ‘silent service’ 
hasn’t had its just due of glamoriz- 
ing. Program will be staged before 
a weekly audience of 1,000. 

Personal recountings by the sea- 
men themselves of their adventures 
will have an added international fla- 
vor by bringing in Norwegian, Dutch, 
Greek, Polish, Russian, Belgian, Chi- 
nese, Jugoslav and Free French as 
well as British mariners. Spokesmen 
for foreign governments will also 
participate. 


LOCAL ‘COMMANDO’ 
SCRIPT SPONSORED 


Seattle, July 14. 
Buchan Baking has bought ‘The 
American Commando’ weekly half 
hour show on KOL. Scripts for the 
show are by Roy Grandey, station’s 
program director, and the live talent 
cast is headed by Dallas Williams. 
Airing at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays, 
the adventure strip is pointed chiefly 
at kids with Buchan’s building a 
‘Commando Club’ a la the ‘Lone 
Ranger’ club idea, 

















lighted an eye as I welcomed the 
grasp of a friendly hand. At last I 
had met an eyecutive with humanity. 
Oh, no I hadn't! ‘Hello, old friend, 
I represent NBC Thesaurus.’ 
Ah, a Social Equal 
The few supermen I managed to 
entrap in the briefest of conversa- 
tion, regarded me with bored and 
absent-minded dead pans.  Invari- 
ably, they seemed impatient at hav- 
ing their valuable time taken by 
someone less than a film star or net- 
work vice-president, and, as soon as 
possible, hurried off on the arm of a 
social equal. They are a clan of 
demigods, a charmed circle into 
which none but the elect may break. 
I am a-wonder and a-worry. 





This seems to me to be a symptom, 
and its cause might lie at the root 
of some of radio’s trouble. These 


| 
| men are apparently not interested in 


. ° ° | 
experience in mind, I 


their brothers-in-arms. Of all peo- 
ple who should have the common 
touch, who should be democratic, 
top radio executives have most need 
for these traits. Is it that 
them are wealthy, that they are self- 
centered? Do they remember too 
well the days when every radio an- 
nouncer was the recipient of public 
adulation? Or do small town broad- 
casters smell? It’s a feeling we are 
given. .We are frequently less at 
home in our own fraternity than in 
any other. 

Is it still possible for a member of 
the House of Radio Lords to laugh 
at stale sponsorial jokes? It is hard 
on these men that they have men 
who have men to do their work. I 
believe the aristocracy may have 
gotten too deeply involved in grand 
Strategy. Perhaps they are too far 
from the shirtsleeve reality of radio. 

Some day possibly the Army will 
call some of us and mayhap Ill be a 
top Sergeant, and have Private Net- 





| work Executive and Private Million 


at least neutral in its attitude toward | Watts in my outfit. . 


me. 


A glint of human kindness | Ho hum! 


most of | 





“Standard Brands has returned the 
Royal Desserts business to the J. 
Walter Thompson agency after an 
absence of two and ,a half years, 
The switch caused much consterna- 
tion within the top ranks of the 
Sherman K. Ellis agency, the loser 
of the account. It was deprived of 
the business on 24 hours’ notice. 

The explanation the Ellis agency 
received from Standarc Brands was 
that it wanted to retain ‘One Man’s 
Family,’ and that since it couldn’t 
go on selling tea (Tender Leaf) 
through that program because of 
the rationing situation it had de- 
cided to attach its pudding brand 
to the show. ‘Family’ has been on 
the Thompson payroll since the pro- 
gram’s inception, April 3, 1935. 

Thompson had all the Standard 
Brands business up until three years 
ago. Before it reacquired the Royal 
Desserts appropriation ($350,000) 
last week, all that had remained of 
the S-B group in the Thompson 
fold was the tea and Chase & San- 
born Coffee. 


AEF CAUSES BBC 
TO PEP UP ITS.. 
RADIO SHOWS 


It appears to have taken the 
American Expeditionary Force to 
convince the British Broadcasting 
Corp. that some of its music and 
talk is pretty dull—but convince 
them it did. And the BBC, as a 
result, has hypoed many of its 
shows, giving them a twist of U. S. 
technique, to please the boys from 
Brooklyn and points west, 

The metamorphosis that thousands 
of Britons have been trying to bring 
about in the government-operated 
radio for years is revealed in a 
London dispatch in the current is- 
sue of Yank, the AEF newspaper. 
It states: 

‘Shortwave radio being what it is, 
the AEF in Britain is largely de- 
pendent on the British Broadcasting 
Corp. for its entertainment and the 
BBC isn’t letting the men down. 
Many of the air shows have been 
pepped-up and Americanized. 

‘A typical listening Sunday for 
the G. I.’s in Britain includes Amer- 
ican records, sweet and hot, pro- 
grams for the Irish and Indian 
forces, a transcription of the Jack 
Benny show, various regimental 
band concerts, ‘Maple Leaf Matinee,” 
a program produced by Canadian 








soldiers, newscasts and an orches- 
trae which plays until taps at 11 
p.m. 

‘Command Performance,’ the War 
Department radio extravaganza, is 


shortwaved here from the U. S. on 
Sundays, but the Monday play-back 
from London is clearer. 

‘BBC also announces that it is now 
making recordings in its New York 
studios of big name bands: Cab Cal- 


loway, Sammy Kaye, Glenn Mil- 
ler, Jimmy Dorsey and Guy Lom- 
bardo. Discs will be shipped week- 


ly and played for the AEF jive fans. 

‘First cargo of American soldiers 
here were surprised to learn that 
Britains have to pay a two-buck 
license fee for the use of a radio. 
This fee has been waived for 
troops.’ 


ROTATION OF PROPHETS 
AS KALTENBORN REETS 


Chicago, July 14. 

H. V. Kaltenborn, news commen- 
tator on the NBC Red network, 
every Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day at 7:45, New York time, for the 
Pure Oil Company of Chicago, de- 
parts on his annual vacation July 20, 

Kaltenborn will be subbed for by 
a different, nationally-known com- 
mentator each day, list to be an- 
nounced, 
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With Radio, Films, Press, Schools 


All-Out for War, Why Fear “A 
Few Dissenters, Asks Att'y Hays 





‘Practically the entire radio, 
the press, the theatre and the 
puipits, all the fiims, schools and 
public institutions are all-out 
for the war effort. If all of this 
cannot drown eut the voice of 
dissent, we are in a sorry mess 
indeed.” 


This was a high point in a recent 
Ted Granik Forum discussion on the 
Mutual network of ‘Should War Curb 
Free Speech?’ Attorney Arthur Hays 
of the Civil Liberties Union made’ 
the point also saying, ‘I like the lit- 
tle girl who, when her schoolmate 
said the Germans would win the 
war, answered ‘Phooey.’ I like the 
old American doctrine, ‘Let *em talk; 
this is a free country, ain't it?’ 

Another lawyer, James N. Rosen- 
berg, affiliated with the Council for 
Democracy, approached the subject | 
from a different angle, saying, in 
part: 

“This question, “Should War Curb 
Free Speech,’ faced Lincoln during 
the Civil War. A powerful yes was 
his answer to defeatists who masked 
themselves in the costume of civil 
liverties. Curbing free speech, Lin- 
ecoln saved the Union, preserving 
freedom for all. 

‘During the World War the same 
vital questions arose. That great 
ehampion of civil liberties, that Civil 
War veteran who knew what war 
meant, Justice Holmes, spoke in 1919 
—not in the heat of battle, but in 
post-war peace time. He spoke for 
a unanimous Supreme Court. Again 
free speech was curbed. In the crises 
of 1861 and 1917 this nation had to 
deal with insidious foes in our midst. 
It curbed speech and punished the 
speakers. 

‘Now a greater crisis threatens 
Domestic enemies would destroy us 
Fifth columns, Bunds, Shirts, Fascists 
draped in the American flag try to 
epread the Goebbels poison. Once 
again a roused nation demands tke 
answer Lincoln and Holmes pro- 
elaimed. 

‘To this question my answer is Lin- 
~ eoln’s and Holmes’s—an emphatic | 
yes. What would disagreement 
mean? It would mean giving do- 
mestic foes, co-conspirators with o1 
dupes of Hitler and Hirohito free 
license to use the powerful weapons 
of press, movie, radio, Madison 
Square in order to sow discord be- 
tween labor and capital, te persuade 
farmer and fighter to haul dow” 
our flag, to urge our soldiers and 
sailors to desert. We of the United 
States are neither such fools nor 
such tools. In 1861 we fought to end 
slavery. We won. In 1942 we fight 
to destroy the menace of a. Hitler- 
ruled slave world. Again our united 
effort will win. We decline to hand 
ever weapons to our foes, whether 
the weapons be planes or guns or | 
words. 

‘The real question for this evening 
therefore is not whether war should 
curb free speech but to what extent 
and by whom such curbs should be | 
imposed.’ j 

Honest Dissent Is Healthy 

Emphasizing a different approach 
Hays declared: 

‘Free speech, a free press and 
ether fundamentals of a democratic 
system have not only spiritual, but | 
likewise, practical values. In other | 
words, democracy works. The ra- |} 
tionale of freedom applies particu- 
larly in time of* stress, 

‘Thus, in my opinion, free speect 
should not be curbed in 
wal But the term ‘free 
does not cover the right to disclose 
military information, or to incite to 
violence, or to violation of law any 
more than it covers the right to 
yell ‘Fire’ in a theatre. The right 
to express an opinion should never 
be curbed, and this no metter how 
vicious or unpatriotic the opinion 
may seem to be. 

‘Democracy is more efficient than 
Fascism. The -sound reasons for 
free speech, by which again I say 
I mean free expression of opinion, 
are particularly important in war- 
time, Freedom encourages criticism. 
The worst effect of suppressing a 
few thousand extremists is that you 
discourage millions of reasonable 
men from expressing themselves. 
Freedom . puts dissenters and dis- 
senting views in the limelight where 
they can most effectively be com- 
bated: it is better to have spen 


than underground propaganda 
Freedom provides a safety valve | 
for emotion. When you let. people 





tume of | 
speech. | 





alone you do not have the fear, 
suspicion, hate and dissension that 
lead to witch hunts, to amateur 
espionage over dinner-table conver- 


bsation and causes neighbor to watch 


neighbor, and even children to 
watch their parents. Freedom in- 
dicates a healthy and vigorous body 
politic. 

‘I know my opponents wil. refer 
to cases like Christians, Pelley, 
Coughlin, Rudolph Fah] and others, 
people who are anti-Semitic, anti- 














War Blurb Records 





Missoula, Mont. July 14. 

Station KGVO, local cutlet of 
CBS, has aired 3,368 war effort 
announcements since Jan. 1. That 
is the second highest number of 
such plugs carried by ariy of the 
eight Pacific network stations of 
CBS during that period. 

Station KOIN, Portland, Ore., 
led the list with 4,778 announce- 
ments. 











Russian, anti-British, amd who say 
things we do not li But when 
you prosecute these -eople that is 
propaganda, for whatever effect it 
might have, reiching 
people. It is not a fair assumption 
that we are influenced no* so much 
by fear of propaganda as by a de- 
sire to ‘get’ these man? Do ! object 
seriously to a man like Christians 























millions of 








going. to jail? Far from it! 
of course that is not the point. 
'. "What is the effect of these prose- 
cutions? To some the Chicago 
Tribune and the Daily News should 
be put out of business. Ever, the 
Saturday Evening Post nas been un- 
der fire. The Irish papers as well as 
many American papers say we are 
supporting British imperialism. 
Others attack the Russians and 
Communism, Various groups in the 
United States have different preju- 
dices. The result of attempts at 
suppression would be to stir up re- 
sentment, hatred, fear and make is- 
sues of matters that are relatively 
dormant, issues that would divert 
us from the one effort on which the 
country as a whole is united—the 
winning of the war. 





Beaumont, Texas—John Devine is 
the latest voice to join the KFDM 
announcing _ staff. Comes from 
KEYS, Corpus Christi. 


But 





PHONE FARMS — 
TO ASK NEWS 


Tuscola, Ill, July 14 

Program of telephone conversa. 
tiuns between Clair B. Hull, man- 
ager of WDZ, Tuscola, and farmers 
of the station’s area is now being 
aired at noon five days a week by 
WDZ. Hull selects the farmers’ 
names at random and after getting 
them on the phone, asks them ques- 
tions about farming and farm con- 
ditions. 

Besides the obviou. stunt aspect; 
the series also offers a method of 
gathering information about farms 
in the area withvut using valuable 
rubber and gasoline. 
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F begins with a company called the Pet Milk Sales Cor- 


poration that manufactures a very fine brand of irradiated 


evaporated milk. 


Pet was getting along splendidly without any radio adver- 


tising at all. Its sales figures were excellent. 


Then in 1933, Pet began to experiment modestly with radio 
—$26,418 worth of CBS time out of $358,632 spent for con- 
sumer advertising. That year Pet’s sales were $15,682,833. 
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| A New Kind of Studio Horror 





Station Gives Away ‘Souvenir’ Transcription—It’s 
the Next Broadcast—Result: No Program 





Pittsburgh, July 14. 


WWVA in Wheeling, W. Va., used 
to supplement KDKA here in carry- 
ing Bernie Armstrong’s 15-minute 
nightly musicales, but, because of 
program complications, WWVA’s 
Tuesday broadcast was always a 
transcription of Armstrong’s Friday 
show over KDKA. Recently the 
series went off the air. That day, 
Armstrong and Dick Woodward, 
agency executive, went to eeling 
to see the horse races and later they 
dropped in at WWVA. 


Armstrong asked .Paul Miller, the 





station manager, if he could take a 
couple of transcriptions of his show 
home for souvenirs, Miller got him 


the discs and the visitors left. On the 
way back to Pittsburgh they tuned 
in WWVA to hear Armstrong’s re- 
corded broadcast. All they heard was 
piano and organ music. 

Armstrong had a ghastly premoni- 
tion. He was right. Record Miller 
had given him was the last of the 
series, scheduled at that moment for 
the WWVA listeners. 





Recalls War, But— 


Salt Lake City, July 14. 

KUTA, which has the Earl 
Godwin newscasts for Ford 
seven days per week, cooked up 
exploitation idea to have early 
day Fords, placarded to announce 
the newscasts, tour the city. 

Idea was killed when some- 
body remembered the rubber 
situation and the antagonistic 
attitude the sturt might engender 
in the public. 











Francis Howard on Blue’s 
Sales Promotion Staff 


Francis Howard has joined the 
sales promotion staff of the Blue 
Network, which fs headed by Bert 
Hauser. 

Howard was formerly executive 
v.p. and space buyer of the Kremer 
& Howard agency. 





Quirk Puts WRYA, Richmond, 


Solidly Into Hawaiian Garrison; 





Virginia Governor ‘Adopts Boys 





John Raleigh in U.S.A. 


San Francisco, July 14. 
John Raleigh, CBS correspondent, 
landed on the West Coast after three 
years’ absence from the United 
States. He gave a.graphic descrip- 
tion, on a broadcast from Los An- 
geles, of traveling in a convoy from 
Australia. 
Raleigh was stationed at Batavia, 
Netherlands East Indies, for some 
time, before he went to Australia. 














the one about Pet’n’ Mike ¢ 


Next year, Pet increased the CBS appropriation to $161,054, 


and upped its other advertising expenditures. Sales increased 


almost $4,000,000. 


In 1935 and 1936, however, Pet decided to depend more and 


more on radio, less and less on other media. And still sales 


went up. Finally, in 1937, Pet staked its entire consumer 


budget—$537,094—on radio, nearly all of it on CBS. 


Bold, you'll say? But it worked—sales jumped $4,500,000. 


And from 1937 on, Pet’s confidence in radio and CBS has 


grown even stronger. Domestic sales, eliminating war and 


have climbed another $11,972,517 


government contracts, 





to the highest peak in Pet Milk’s history—$41,675,111—an. 


increase of 166% since Pet first met “Mike.” 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Richmond, Va., July 14. 

Special ‘Salute to Oahu’ program 
was broadcast 1:05-2 a.m. Monday 
(13) by station WRVA, Richmond, 
to U. S. troops serving on Oahu, 
principal island of the Hawaiian 
group. Angle on the show is that 
because of some unexplained cosmie 
quirk, the WRVA signal is one of the 
most clearly receivable in Hawaii 
from the mainland, so the troops 
there spend regular hours listening 
to the WRVA programs. 


Although it’s not known how 
many (if any) of the troops in Ha- 
waii are from Virginia, Governor 
Colgate W. Darden appeared on the 
show to address the men as ‘tem- 
porary sons of the Old Dominion.’ 
Maj.-Gen. Joseph A, Green, com- 
mander of the anti-aircraft head- 
quarters in Richmond and the high- 
est-ranking officer in the Richmond 
area, also participated in the broad- 
cast. Others were Sunshine Sue’s 
Rangers, Barry McKinley and Caro- 
line Buie, Wilson Angel, Marjorie 
Hatfield, Bert Rapine’s orchestra and 
saxophone group, and one of the 
WRVA studio secretaries, whose 
sweetheart is a Lieutenant, stationed 
somewhere in the Pacific with the 
Army. 


BOTTERILL IS BOSS 
OF CJOC, LETHBRIDGE 


Vancouver, B. C., July 14. 

Norman Botterill, formerly assist- 
ant manager of -KWX, Vancouver, 
has been appointed manager of 
CJOC, Lethbridge. Stuart McKay 
has been named production manager 
of CKWX. 

Don McKim, promotion manager 
of CKWX, leaves tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) to join the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. 











FCC ENDORSES SALE 


WEBR Goes to Buffalo News and 
Paul Fitzpatrick Jointly 








Buffalo, July 14, 
In a departure from its policy of 
not acting on newspaper applications 
until outcome of its probe into joint 
newspaper-radio operation, the FCC 
in Washington has authorized the 
sale of WEBR, Inc., from the Buf- 


falo News to Paul E, Fitzpatrick, 
Erie county political figure, and the 
Buffalo Courier-Express. Total con- 
sideration was estimated at $166,000. 


This leaves News, which acquired 
250-watter WEBR in 1936, with one 


station, §,000-watt WBEN. Com- 
mented the FCC: ‘While the instant 
proposal involves the acquisition of 
control of a broadcast station by 


newspaper interests, there are fac- 
tors which impel the commission to 
give consideration to other points ine 
volved in the proposal.’ 

‘Granting of the application,’ it 
continued, ‘would eliminate multiple 
ownership by the News over broad- 
cast facilities in the Buffalo area and 
would alleviate the concentration of 
control by the News over facilities 
for public expression and the mould- 
ing of public opinion. It would, at 
the same time, make for a better 
balance of competition between the 
two Buffalo newspaper interests.’ 

Deal involves sale of all preferred 
and common stock to Fitzpatrick and 
morning daily by Edward H. Butler, 
News publisher, and Marjorie Mit- 
chell Baird. Transaction splits Buf- 
falo’s five stations into News-owned 
WBEN, Courier-owned WEBR, Buf- 
falo Broadcasting Corp.-owned WGR 
and WKBW, and Roy L. Albertson- 
owned WBNY. 





CKTB, Ontario, Canada, 
On Joe McGillvra’s List 


Station CKTB, St. Catherines, 
Ont., has appointed Joseph Hershey 
McGillvra as its national representae 
tive in the U. S. Outlet is an af- 
filiate of the CBS secondary network 
and operates on 1,000 watts full time, 
on 1550 ke. 

Station KVOD, Denver, also repre- 
sented by McGillvra, has received a 
power increase from 1,000 to 5,000 
watts full time. It operates on 630 





ke. and is an affiliate of the Blue 
network. 
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SHHHOHOH POFFO SSSESEHOEESOOES Harold F. Clark, formerly with Good 
Housekeeping mag, has joined the 
° +} Compton agency in an executive ca- 

yr ? | pacity 

+ a 0 r IC + pacity. 

$ + tady, N. ¥.—Ed Barry, f 

| Sehenectady, N. Y¥.— rry, for- 
POSSE SOOe aaaeaaaaaadl merly with WMFF, Pilattsburg, 
Visalia, Cal—Gerry Erwin, for after a stand in the Muny audi-|N. Y., now on the staff of WGEO 


three vears production manager and 
musical director of KTKC, local Blue 
network affiliate, will soon become 
the station’s program director. He 
succeeds Charles Foll, who awaits 
call to become a flying cadet in the 
Army Air Corps. 





Kansas City—New announcer at 
WDAF is Ken Barton. Previously 
was ‘Richfield Reporter’ in Los An- 
geles. Came to WDAF recently with 
the Robertson rodeo which folded 





torium. 

Replaces Ralph Nelson who left 
WDAF to go into Government serv- 
ice. 





Winston-Salem, N. C.—WSJS has 
Harold Essex as newly appointed 
director of operations. 





New York City.—George B. Brown, 
formerly with J. Walter Thompson, 
has joined the merchandising de- 
partment of the Compton agency. 





= 


| General Electric’s short waver. 





Leuisville—Bob Kay, WAVE an- 
nouncer, has joined the Army Air 
| Force and is stationed at Kelly Field. 
| Engineers Louis Law and Asa 
Magruder have joined the Radio sec- 
tion of the Navy. 

Five members of the WHAS staff 
have recently left to join one of 
the services. Joe Fox, transmitter 
engineer, was commissioned a first 
lieutenant in the Army Air Force. 
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HELLO, SCHENECTADY! 


nis isWSNY! 


Sositend America’s Own Local Voice 


Dedicated to National Victory! @ Devoted to Community Service and Advancement! 





WSNY, SCHENECTADY ... A PURELY LOCAL STATION 


Designed to Meet the Specific Needs of This Important Beehive-Busy Market 


Six-Star Program Planning 


% The Best of Local Features . . . Our listeners’ friends and 
neighbors on the air. Expertly produced, showmanly home- 


town shows! 


% The Tops in News— AP News.. 
every hour on the hour. Edited and delivered by the nation- 


. 24-hour se 


SYSNT SNAITOCT T 


ally famous news commentator, COLONEL J 


% The Tops in Sports 


Bible of Baseball. 


% The Best of Music ... From classics to pop, opera to hillbilly 
, . - the best musical libraries artists can build and money 


ean buy. 


% Planned Programming... Intelligent locaé] SHOWMANSHIP 
goes to work to provide the best balanced program sched- 
ules, day and night; for ALL members of the family. 





Yes, on July 15th, you will hear for the first time . . . 


RADIO STATION WSNY K 








% Attention. Mr. Timebuyer...A New Break for the Advertiser! / 
Boom Market! Lowest Advertising Rates Outside the Sahara 


Desert! No Contracts . . . No Stuffy Policies . . . No Foolish j 
Rules! IT’S EASY TO DO BUSINESS WITH WSNYI | 


* 


SCHENECTADY 


Studios and Offices, Plaza Theater Bldg. 


250 watts — 1240 kilocycles 


OPERATING DAY AND NIGHT 


. « Edited and delivered by DICK 
CONNERS, area correspondent for ‘The Sporting News,” the 
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Noon-Time Salutes 





Seattle, July 14. 

A 15-minute noon program be- 
ginning with a salute to the flag 
by a Boy Scout,a Girt Scout or 
a Camp Fire Girl was inau- 
gurated on KIRO yesterday. 
Scheduled for five days a week. 

Broadcast will also salute the 
week's outstanding civilian 
worker in war work and go on 
to plug the day’s program on 
the Columbia station. 








He’s stationed at Salt Lake City. 
Orrin Towner, head technician, is 
located at LaGuardia Field, work- 
ing under the National Defense 
Council. Bob McGregor, Bruce 
Heick, and Robert Parmenter, 
WHAS engineers, are with Western 
Electric in Baltimore, in war work. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Herbert F. 
Koh! latest WSPA staffer to don a 
uniform. Now training at Quantico, 
Va., marine base. 





San Francisco.—Wallace Ruggles 
has left KPO, where he was a pro- 
ducer, for a government position, 
and John Steadman has taken over 
his job of producing the ‘Dr. Kate’ 
show. 

Ray Buffum is a new KPO pro- 
ducer. 

Phil Ryder, fo-.ner head of KPO 
guest relations, moved to sound ef- 
fects to replace Keith Wadsworth, 
resigned, while Borrie Hyman joins 
guest relations staff. 





Akron—WADC's Horace Norman 
and Roger Adams, both announcers, 
have gone into the army. Ned 
Neidemire, another mikeman, left in 
June. 





Peoria, Ul—Vincent Lloyd Skaff, 
former newscaster of WMBD, Peoria, 
joined the Marine Corps reserve and 
‘is receiving his basic training at San 
Diego. 





Cleveland.—Six WHK-WCLE en- 
gineers, one-fourth of the station’s 
staff have gone into Government 
teaching forces at four local colleges. 
They are James Hill, Joe Dobussy, 
Mills Bennett, Marion Snedeker and 
P. C. Tuttle. 

Agnes Vavrek has replaced James 
Burke, now in Navy, in WHK-WCLE 
news room, 





| Buffalo.—Jack Parr, from WGAR, 


Cleveland, is third new voice added 
within recent week to WBEN spiel- 





ing staff. Others are Dick Lape and 
Bill Mayer. 
Salina, Kans.— Jack Horner has 


announcer at KSAL, 
Salina to join the Army. Sam Virts, 
formerly of KGNO, Dodge City, re- 
places him. 








New York City.—Neil Spencer has 
| resigned from the engineering office 
|of WOR, New York, to join the 
| Army. Joan Downing has also re- 
signed from the engineering depart- 
ment. Wendone Wilson has joined 
the WOR program department, suc- 
ceeding Dorothy Sherman, resigned. 
C.— Donald Britt, of 
Clinton, N. C., a student of Wake 
Forest University, has joined the 
announcing staff of WGTM, Wilson, 
B,C. 


Wilson, N. 


Chicago.—Albert Davis, formerly 
with the radio and research depart- 
ments of the Kastor agency and the 
Oklahoma Times and KTOK, Okla- 
homa City, has joined the sales staff 
of the Chicago office of Joseph Her- 
shey McGillvra, station representa- 
tive. For the last two years Davis 
has been in the Columbus, O., office 
of John W. Cullen, newspaper rep. 








Portland, Ore.—Paul Connet has 
resigned as commercial manager of 
KGW-KEX, Portland to become a 
Chief Specialist in. the Navy. Nor- 
man Sugg, of the sales staff, succeeds 
him and Arch Kerr, of Chicago, is 
added to the staff. 

Edward Anthony Browne has re- 
signed as continuity chief of the 
same station to go into the Army and 
Kenneth H. Tillson, of the writing 
staff, suceeds him. Moving up to re- 
place Tillson as writer is Roberta 
Lanouette, music librarian. She is 
succeeded in turn by Charlotte 
Woodward. Barbara Robinson and 
Marjorie Allingham have been hired 
as receptionists at the station. 





Pittsburgh.—Patti Littell has re- 
placed Helen Replogle as program 
manager of W75P, KDKA’s FM com- 
ponent. She'll. team with _Larry 
Alexander, announcer, in presenting 
two live-talent FM shows regularly 
over the outlet. Miss Littell is using 
the name of Judy Robbins while 
currently substituting for vacation- 








ing Florence Sando on department. 
store sponsored morning news show 
over another station, KQV. 

Lethbridge, Alta.—Arthur J. Bal. 
four, manager of CJOC, Lethbridge, 
has joined the Royal Canadian Air 
Force as a commissioned officer in 
the intelligence branch of the radio 
department where he will specialize 
in co-ordination of information. 





Montreal.—With the enlistment in 
the Royal Canadian Air Force of 
Jacques Tremblay and Alfred Ellis 
last week, CFCF counts seven in 
R.C.A.F. and 14 in all out of a staff 
of 21 in various branches of the 
armed forces. 

Scripter Jacques de Grandpre, of 
CKAC, has resigned to go to Farn- 
ham for aymy training. 





Cleveland.—Walt Davis, commer- 
cial continuty editor WHK, has 
been named pragram director at 
WRRN, Warren, O. 

Fred Shirey, sales department 
WGAR, appointed installation en- 
gineer with Sperry Gyroscope. 

Flint, Mich.—Morton Carl Jampel, 
announcer at WFDF, Flint, and pre- 
viously with WSOO, Sault Ste. 
Marie, has joined the NBC. publicity 
department. 


Missoula, Mont.— Laurence B. 
Smith has joined the engineering 
staff of KGVO, Missoula outlet of 
CBS, succeeding Ralph Lewis, who 
resigned to take a Government as- 
signment at Ogden, Utah. 

Eugene Hunton has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of KGVO. 





New York City.—Paul Fireman, 
formerly transmitter engineer at 
WWRL, New York, and previously 
with the Federal Recorder Division 
of Continental Music, has joined the 
engineering staff of WTTM, Tren- 
ton, N. J. 


P Troy, N. Y.—Al Chismark, chief 
engineer of WTRY, Troy, has been 
commissioned an Ensign and as- 
signed to the aviation school at Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas. He is the third 
member of WTRY to receive an ap- 
pointment as Ensign in the Naval 
Reserve. The first was Tony Sharpe, 
musical director, and the second was 
Cecil Walker, merchandising direc- 
tor. 


St. Louis,—Bart Slattery, program 
director and gabber at WIL, has 
chucked stint for a blue uniform in 
the U.S.N. 

Thomas FE. Howard, KSD engi- 
neer, commissioned a First Lieut. in 
the Air Corps. Is stationed at Stout 
Field, Indianapolis. 

Bruce Barrington, KXOK news 
editor until he joined the army a 
year ago, has been upped to a cap- 
taincy. Is doing recruiting duty at 
Philadelphia. Bob Hille, former 
KXOK gabber, now a corporal un- 
der Barrington. 


Omaha.—Gene Milnar, announcer 
from WNAX, Yankton, §S. D., re- 
places Harvey Carey, who has gone 
to WIND, Gary, Ind. 


Seattle—Many new faces around 
KIRO, local Columbia outlet. Ed 
Peltret, news editor, has joined the 
merchant marine, shipping out as 
a purser, with Art Lindsay being 
upped to special events dnd news 
chief. New announcer is O. Leon- 
ard Beardsley, formerly with 
KINY, Juneau. Additions to engi- 


neering staff are Sam Norin, for- 
merly KELA, Centrailia; Ernest 
Estes, formerly KVI, Tacoma, and 


Goodwind Lein from KSLM, Salem, 
Ore. 

New office girls are: Elleta Bul- 
lard, traffic dept.; Ethel Mulholland, 
Sales secretary; Madel-.e Reynolds, 
mail clerk, and Jean Jackson, 
switchboard operator. 

Chicage—Owen Smith has joined 
the staff of the Leo Burnett Agency 
as account exec. Formerly with the 
Campbeli-Mithun agency of Min- 
neapolis. @¢ 
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Mr. Lucius Boomer 


for reengaging my orchestra for the llth 
consecutive season at the 


Waldorf-Astoria 
* 
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Thanks 
Mr. Richard Marvin of 


The William Esty Agency 


for the new one-hour 


Camel Caravan 


Every Friday Night, 10:00 to 11:00 P.M., 
EWT, CBS Coast-to-Coast. 


* 
Thanks 


Columbia 
Pictures 


For co-starring my orchestra with Rita 
Hayworth and Fred Astaire in the 
forthcoming production 


‘You Were Never Lovelier 


Soon to Be Released.... 








es 











* 
Thanks 


Columbia 
Records 


For the splendid job they have done 
with my recordings 
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and to my boys 








Exclusive Management 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON © NEW YORK © CHICAGO ¢ SAN FRANCISCO ¢ BEVERLY HILLS « CLEVELAND ¢ DALLAS 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


As an aftermath to its recent announcement of a new discount plan 
Columbia is faced with the problem of finding an answer for an old ac- 
count, namely, Gulf Refining. This advertiser wants to know why it 
shouldn't be entitled to at ieast a pro rata share of the network’s added 
15% discount since it uses a CBS affiliate station in every market that 
there’s a Gulf retailer. The 15% allowance goes to accounts using 114 
stations, while Gulf, because of its regional distribution, has a hookup of 
but 80 stations. 

The account is ready to accept the network’s rate increase of 5%, but 
it figures that it also ought to get 10% discount or rebate since it uses 
a maximum list of stations as far as its own markets are concerned. Should 
CBS grant this rebate on the account's net billings the savings to Gulf 
would amount to 2%%2%, as against the 5% increase Gulf anticipates pay- 
ing after June 15, 1943, when its present protection against any rate in- 
crease expires. 








Malcolm Parker, supervisor of WEAN, Providence, declined to do an 
announcing job for “True or False’ (Blue Network) out of the Newport 
training base Monday night (13) because his station is now affiliated with 
Mutual, but that didn’t prevent the program from engaging an announcer 
for the event who works for the same operator, John Shepard, 3rd. 
Parker had announced the same program from Newport several months 
before and when the assignment was again offered him he explained since 
his station was no longer on the Blue he didn’t think it mete for him to 
accept. The program then got in touch with WNAC, Shepard’s Boston, 
which only recently broke with NBC to go Mutual, and found that there 
would not be any objection to Walter Hurlehy, WNAC staff announcer, 
handling the Newport broadcast. WFCI, the Blue’s Pawtucket station, 
originated the program this time. 





Paul White, CBS director of news and special events, maintains an 
active hand in the preparation of the five-minute news summary which 
clears over the network at 8:55-9 o’clock nightly. While Cecil Brown 
and Eric Sevareid, who share the spot across the board, write their own 
scripts, White occasionally steps in for the insertion of some comment 
of his own. Such an incident occurred last Wednesday (8). Brown had 
included in the script a paragraph about the difficulty Elmer Davis, di- 
rector of the Office of War Information, was having in getting the court- 
martial group trying the eight Nazi saboteurs to let the press and radio 
in on the proceedings. White took the finished script at the last minute and 
to that paragraph added the line, ‘The Government is apparently trying 
to keep a war secret.’ Brown frowned at this bit of editing, but the line 
stayed. 





All remote dance periods that clear over Blue Network stations be- 
tween 11 and 11:15 p.m. EWT, will now, originate from Chicago due to the 
rebroadcast schedule for the Ford news programs. The Blue’s wire cir- 
cuits from New York is needed at that time to carry the Ford stanza to 
the Coast so that the only way that the network can feed its affiliates in 
the middle west and east is to use the loop that muns from Chicago to 
New York. 





WHN Artists Bureau, which has been dormant since first of the year, 
fclded officially this week when papers dissolving the corporation were 
filed at Albany. Outfit never did get rolling as a money maker, and the 
end was expected ever since offices were moved from 1540 Broadway, 
where WHN is housed, around the corner to the Loew’s State Annex 
Bidg., on 46th street. 





Sunday evening on his talk from London over CBS, Edward R. Murrow 
said one London daily, even with scant space, gave two columns to the 
Barbara Hutton-Cary Grant marriage. He reprised that she owned, win- 
dows boarded up, and empty—and unbombed—a vast mansion in London, 
while places like it were greatly needed for housing and hospitalization. 
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ic Good Old-fashioned 


New England Host to 
Thousands of 


New England listeners 
who welcome an escape from 
Tragedy—Tear Drama-—The Weeps 


with a half-hour 
Monday through Friday 
11:30 to 12 NOON 


Fun — Good Music — Good Cheer 
Bobby Norris & Orchestra 
Ruth Owens and George Wheeler Ted Cole 
Francis J. Cronin at the Console 
George and Dixie Leo Egan 
VARIETY says: “An encore from each artist would have been wel- 
come plus more instrumental numbers, but show would necessarily 


hove to be stretched te an hour. WNAC has shot the works with 
nice results.” 


BOSTON POST says: “Among the tear jerking soap opera hacks, 
Yankee House Party stands like a beacon guiding listener: to o 
half hour's respite from the ‘screaming meemies'.” 
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Available for Participating Sponsors 
(100 words live or transcribed) 


Ask the man from Petry 


tHe YANKEE NETWORK, tx. 


21 BROOKLINE AVENUE BOSTON, MASS. 
Member of the Mutual Broadcasting System 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. Inc., Exclusive National Representatives 








FINALLY WAXED IN ITALIAN 





‘You Can’t Do Business With Hitler’ 
Cut in New York 





An Italian language translation of 
"You Can’t Do Business With Hitler,’ 
the recorded series produced by the 
Office of Facts & Figures, is being 
produced for distribution to 30-odd 
foreign language stations. Three 
chapters in the show were recorded 
last week at Muzak studios. The new 
OWI is cooperating on the project 
with the Foreign Language Radio 
Control] Committee. Station WHOM, 
Jersey City foreign language outlet, 
is contributing its facilities for the 
show. 

Second Italian language series, ‘In- 
side Italy,’ is also tentatively sched- 
uled, with station WOV, New York; 
to supply its facilities and the OFF 
to cooperate in the production. The 
Radio Directors Guild is contributing 
the services of its members to direct 
the two series. Actual directing will 
probably be done by Lee Cooley, 
Carlo De Angelo and Brewster Mor- 
gan, all of whom are qualified to do 
Italian programs. 


HUBERT KREGELOH 
SPONSORED ON WSPR 


Springfield, Mass., July 14. 

Newest account on WSPR is 
Hubert Kregeloh, foreign news com- 
mentator, who started this week a 
15-minute five-night-a-week spot for 
A. H. Phillips, chain grocer. 

Kregeloh formerly worked as an 
exporter in Holland. 











Wrigley Extends ‘Trail’ 
On CFCF in Montreal 


Montreal, July 14. 

CFCF has been given an extension 
of the Wednesday night ‘Treasure 
Trail’ hour to the end of the year by 
the Wrigley Company of Canada. 

Spot announcements bought cur- 
rently on CFCF include following: 

Procter & Gamble, six announce- 
ments per week for two weeks. Also 
P. & G.’s Ivory Flakes has taken 18 
announcements per week for four 
weeks. 

Borden Company of Canada 
(Canabec Cheese) five announce- 
ments per week for 130 announce- 
ments. 





Czech Speaks Russian 





Karel Hudeck, consul general in 
New York for the Czecho-Slovak 
government-in-exile, guested last 
week on the Russian language pro- 
gram conducted by Emanuel Pol- 
lack on WHOM, New York. He spoke 
in Russian, 

Pollack’s series is a new one on 
WHOM, the first Russian language 
show the station has had. 


HERE AND THERE 


Ian Smith, formerly actualities 
division chief of the Ontario zone 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
is in Toronto on leave. He’s serving 
with Captain Clyde Pangborn in 
the trans-Atlantic Ferry Service of 
the RAF, 








Norman Paul is now copy writer 
and announcer on WAIT, Chicago. 





Ed Barry, former program man- 
ager of WMFF, Plattsburg, N. Y., 
has joined the staffs of WGEO and 
WGEA, General Electric’s_ short- 
wave stations in Schenectady. 





Waldo Frank reported getting 
highest pay ever paid here for se- 
ries of talks on Belgrano. Writer 
speaks excellent Spanish. 


Brissell, Frazier at KLO 


Salt Lake City, July 14. 

Robert Brissell, formerly of 
KMYR, Denver, has been appointed 
to take charge of the sales force of 
KLO, Ogden’s Salt Lake City offices. 

Also, Ivy Frazier has been added 
to the Salt Lake City staff as women 
feature editor. Miss Frazier is for- 
merly of the Walt Disney studios, 
and the Salt Lake Tribune Telegram. 








Alex Dreier with Skelly Oil 


Chicago, July 14. 

Alex Dreier, former radio re- 
porter in Germany, has gone on the 
air over the split Red NBC net- 
work, 22 stations, Monday through 
Friday at 7 am., under sponsorship 
of Skelly Oil Company. 

Dreier is writing a book of his war 
experiences, to be published by Ap- 
pleton. 





Radio Imavination Aids Rubher Drive 


Washington, July 14. 

Rubber salvage got a big play in recent weeks on behalf of the radio 
division of the Office of War Information. With the nation faced with 
the imagination-paralyzing mental picture of its millions of automobiles 
standing useless in garages and lots stripped of tires there was personal 
feeling in the campaign. 

Representative examples of station showmanship in helping the rubber 
salvage drive, as reported to Washington, included these: 

WBT, CHARLOTTE 

At station suggestion a half hour was set aside (between 7:30-8 p.m.) for 
a treasure hunt. Each person asked to drop whatever he is doing and 
go poking around in every corner in his home and yard to gather up the 


rubber. 
WSON, HENDERSON, KY. 

Station secured the aid of Boy Scouts and formed commando groups to 
conduct house-to-house hunts for rubber. Each morning there is a broad- 
cast to acquaint the people with the progress of the drive and inform 
them of the territory to be ‘blitzed’ that day. 

WGBF-WGEO, EVANSVILLE, IND. 


Stations urged listeners to telephone in their names and addresses if 
they had any scrap rubber. Members of the stations’ staff were scattered 
throughout the city, in radio equipped cars, and as the names came over 
the air, the squad cars picked up the rubber from those people. Many 
times, neighbors hearing of the program, gathered together their scrap 
rubber and met the staff car with their contributions. 

KTSA, SAN ANTONIO 

Siation arranged to scour county highways using boys from YMCA and 
women with cars for search. Using fifty to one hundred boys daily they 
are driven to predetermined spots for foot by foot search. Expect to 
cover several hundred miles of highway and find considerable scrap 


rubber. 
WHBB, SELMA, ALA. 


Station is devoting approximately 70 announcements daily or five 
hundred during week of June 15 to scrap rubber drive. 
WEBNS, COLUMBUS, 0. 
Station WBNS, in order to highlight simplicity of collection mechanism, 
makes two personal appearances a day at filling stations. 
WSSV, WASHINGTON 


Station is running a treasure hunt involving four 15-minute programs 
during drive. Listeners are invited to enter contest for most ingenious 
ways of finding more scrap rubber. Also schedules interviews with gas 
station attendants on progress of drive. 


WLS, CHICAGO 

Station WLS moved entire National Barn Dance show and broadcast 
with cast of 150 people to Bloomington, DL, on Saturday night. Full four- 
hour program with admission requiring 100 pounds scrap metal or 50 
pounds rubber for each ticket. Station paid all expenses and total pro- 
ceeds from sale of scrap collected to be donated to local USO. In addi- 
tion, WLS gave two-day all-expense July 4 trip to Chicago to entire 
family of person bringing in greatest amount of scrap. Interesting inci- 
dent involved one man bringing in 6,000 pounds of scrap entitling him to 
60 tickets, but he refused to accept more than two he needed. Have had 
requests from three more towns asking for like plan to aid them in local 


drives. 
WLW, CINCINNATI 

Station WLW had a half-hour ‘Rally for Rubber’ broadcast with pick-ups 
from six points in three states—Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. Vivid an- 
swers were offered to the questions ‘Why we have to do it’ and ‘How 
are we doing it.’ The answers to the Why questions were demonstrated 
through interviews with army pilots at Wright Field, who demonstrated 
with a twin-motored bomber the necessity for rubber in various parts of 
the bomber. Then, switched to a family in Norwood, Ohio, who had good 
reason for collecting as much rubber as possible, their son being in the 
tank forces at Fort Benning, Ga., and rubber on tank treads could provide 
the margin of victory in combat. The How answers came in the form of 
interviews with filling stations proprietors, a Chinese mother and son, an 
oil company official, and two farmer guests, who told how farmers were 
helping in the drive. 
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“THAT’S THE POINT” 


explains Suzy our Steno. 
“After we've served you our 
ace sales builders, we make a 
complete report on all mer- 
chandising conducted for your 
program and product. The 
WSAI advertiser sees in detail 
how WSAI's great merchan- 
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Mutual Expands Its Cooperative 
Sales Under Mitchell, Pontius 





Mutual is expanding its coopera- 
tive sales plan with the offer of 21 
network programs for such sponsor- 
ship. John Mitchell, of the New York 
sales office, and Don Pontius, of the 
Chicago office, have been put in 
charge of cooperative sales. 

Gross billings from cooperative 
sales amounted to about $500,000 dur- 
ing 1941, and the network hopes that 
this amount may be doubled for the 
current year. Various shows, such 
as Fulton Lewis, Jr., ‘The Shadow,’ 
‘Lone Ranger,’ etc., — been coop- 

ively sponsored by various ac- 
oy different localities in the 
past. The new sales campaign is 
aimed to increase this kind of busi- 


Among the programs now available 
for cooperative bankrolling are the 
above-named Lewis and ‘Shadow,’ 
plus Boake Carter, ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond,’ ‘Confidentially Yours,’ ‘John- 
son Family,’ B. S. Bercovici, Wythe 
Williams, Don Norman and Cedric 


Foster. 


Ted Steele, 
Ex-NBC Page, 
At Stork Club 


_—_ 





Ted Steele, whose ‘Studio Club’ 
program airs three times a week on 
NBC, goes into the Stork Club, N. Y., 
with a seven-piece band, starting 
July 27. It'll be an indefinite en- 
gegement for Steele, his first per- 
sonal appearance since coming up 
from the job of NBC pageboy. Be- 
sides leading the band, Steele will 
play various instruments and do 
vocals. He'll probably play theatre 
dates wheh he completes the Stork 
engagement. 

‘Studio Club’ series is currently 
undergoing a revamping, making it 
more of a variety-novelty show in- 
stead of its former stress on music. 
Feature of the new format will be 
appearances by various radio per- 
formers, with each of the guests 
doing a ‘suppressed desire’ kind of 
act. It's something along the line 


of the ‘Celebrity Minstrels’ and 
‘Celebrity Theatre’ programs of 
Mort Lewis. 


Gene Clark, Coast writer, has 
been brought in to script the se- 
ries on a free-lance basis. Bill 
Sweets, of the NBC staff, will direct 
it and Marie Greene joins the cast, 
with the Four Bells vocal group 
and Paul Lavalle’s orchestra. 

Steele is also dickering for a film 
contract. 


Schenectady Shortwavers 
Add Polish Language 


Schenectady, July 14. 

Polish broadcasts have been added 
to the list of foreign-languagers at 
WGEA, an afternoon (EWT) series 
being inaugurated last week with an 
address by the Polish ambassador 
to the United States, Jan Ciechanow- 
ski, greetings from the State De- 
partment, Washington, and messages 
via London from General Wladys- 
law Sikorski, commander-in-chief of 
the Polish Army, and John Stron- 
ski, Polish minister of information. 
Clark H. Minor, president of Inter- 
national General Electric Company, 
also spoke. 

The broadcasts are aimed at 
Polish people in that country, es- 
pecially those printing daily news- 
papers in defiance of the German 
Gestapo, and are also designed to fur- 
nish news from the United States 
for the many Polish soldiers in the 
British Isles, Russia, the Near East 
and Africa. Ambassador Ciechan- 
Owski addressed GE workers at 
noon on the day he short waved. 

WGEA and WGEO, GE short- 
wavers, are now airing programs in 
nine foreign tongues: Spanish, 
Portuguese, French, German, Czech, 
Swedish, Finnish and Polish. 








Akron — Bill Griffiths, former 
Akron WJW sportscaster who han- 
died Akron Yankees broadcasts, has 
joined the public relations depart- 
ment of Goodyear Tire. 

Bill Lemmon left his sales desk at 
WJW, Akron, this week to enter 
training as a U.S.O. director. 
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WDGY REGAINS FULL TiME 


Traded It Im Years Ago for Better 
Frequency 








Minneapolis, July 14. 

After taking 14 years to complete 
the necessary arrangements, G. W. 
Young’s WDGY, independent station 
here, goes on evening time this week. 
Instead of signing off at 8 p.m., or 
earlier, it will broadcast every night 
until 12:30 a.m. henceforth. 

Station uses records almost en- 

tirely for its entertainment. For 
new time it will utilize about eight 
remote hook-ups with Twin City 
niteries having bands and floor 
shows. There also will be news ev- 
ery hour on the hour. 
Oldest station in the Northwest, 
having started 19% years ago, 
WGDY relinquished its full-time 
privilege for better frequency 14 
years ago and, ever since, has been 
trying to get it back. 

















Not Manana 





Mexico City, July 14 

Announcers of all radio sta- 
tions here are sounding this war 
ery at frequent intervals during 
broadcasts: 

‘Mexico, get to work.’ 

That is in cooperation with the 
government's call upon all Mexi- 
cans to buckle down to business 
with a will for greater and sus- 
tained farm and factory produc- 
tion as a prime contribution to 
this republic’s all-out war effort. 








Preview ‘Contestants’ For 
Kay Kyser Broadcasts 


Hollywood, July 14, 


When Kay Kyser returns to Holly- 
wood July 27 he will inaugurate the 
idea of trying out contestants at 
Monday night previews. The pur- 
pose of this would be to improve 
the quality of contestants on the 
Lucky Strike broadcasts. It would 
be in line with a suggestion ad- 
vanced by George Washington Hill, 
American Tobacco Co. prez. 

After six weeks of it here Kyser 
will go on a tour of camps in this 
area. 


“IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO BUILD AND 
TO MAINTAIN 
PUBLIC CONFIDENCE 
IN INDUSTRY’’ 


Says CHARLES R. HOOK, President 
THE AMERICAN ROLLING MILL COMPANY 





Saratoga Hoss-Yard Narrows Zone 
Of Its Annual Advertising Campaign 





Schenectady, N. Y., July 14. 

Package announcements on _ sta- 
tions in seven cities have been pur- 
chased by the Saratoga Racing As- 
sociation for the annual running of 
the ponies in Saratoga Springs from 
July 27 through Aug. 29. Several 
stations in more distant cities were 
clipped from this year’s schedule, be- 
cause of the likelihood car driving 
from them to the Spa would be ‘out’ 
with gasoline-tire rationing. Two 
outlets in Schenectady, WGY and 
WSNY, will be used. Others include: 
WNBF, Binghamton; WAGE, Syra- 
cuse: WIBX, Utica; WTRY, Troy; 
WOKO, Alibany, and WBRK, Pitts- 
field, Mass. 

A half-dozen class magazines will 
receive copy, along with some 35 
newspapers. Posters and billboards 
conclude the advertising media. The 
publicity and photographic crews, 
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which have been at work for several 
weeks, have not been cut. 

Leighton & Nelson is again the 
agency handling the account. 


CHARLES BALTIN RUNS 
WHOM ALIENS’ SCHOOL 


WHOM, N. Y., started Monday (13) 
a series of evening programs (9:45- 
10) to help the prospective citizen 
prepare for his or her qualification 
test. The programs will be in English, 
Italian, German and Polish. 

The citizenship school is in charge 
of Charles Baltin, who heads the 
station’s war activities and special 
events department. 








A. J. Mosby, general manager of 
KGVO, Missoula, Mont. convalescing 
from illness. 





——————————— 
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iis iistcuchasddecuenne 
even as it brings to bear the last ounce of energy and 
of production it has a building job to do for the future. 
“We see it this way:—In the interests of our em- 
‘ ployees and stockholders we must keep alive a con- 


sciousness of our products and services among con- 


sumers who use sheet metal goods, as well as among 
the manufacturers who make them. Not to do this 
would be to court disaster in the post-war period, as 
some companies learned after 1919. 


“It is important to build and to maintain public con- 
fidence in industry. This can be done through adver- 


tising by keeping the public informed of industry's 
tremendous war accomplishments, particularly by 


pointing out how the products that contributed to ‘a 
standard of living worth fighting for’ are being used 
to win the war and thereby to bring a brighter and 


happier tomorrow. 


the vine unless consiantly nourished and. in our 
scheme oi living. no better way has been found to do 
this than through the intelligent use of helpful, educa- 


tional advertising.” 


oe Te the great names in American business whose continued advertising is a flaming symbol! of faith 


in America's future . 


- « whose forfitude in fetal war adds another shout of defiance to the enemies 


ef free American enterprise and democracy .. . this space is dedicated by The Nation's Sitafion. 
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Deep in the heart of the Bronx lies WBNX. From its 5,000-watted trans- 
mitter (across the river in Jersey) the metropolitan area is addressed in 


German, Italian, 
Lithuanian and Armenian. 
and the Negroes. 


Greek, Ukrainian, 
And in English there are serenades to the Irish 


French, Polish, Spanish, Yiddish, 


WBNX reminds the student of foreign language broadcasting that one 
station with approximately the same languages as another can be quite 
different. For example the personality, the outward operations of WBNX 
are quite unlike WHOM, Jersey City, whose polyglot services were ex- 
amined under ‘Democracy in Ten Languages’ in last week's ‘Variety.’ 


It would perhaps be overly risky* 


to attempt a generalization as to why 
WBNX and WHOM seem so unlike, 
although each seemingly follows the 
same policy. Let it suffice that dif- 
ferent auspices, different announcers, 
varying degrees of emphasis create 
these deviations. 

The management of WBNX has 
roots in English-speaking non-Bronx- 
ite business. Amory Haskell is the 
owner, William Carlton Alcorn the 
operator of the station. Secretary 
is Frank Johnson and his chief aide 
is Ned Irvin. 

WBNX has no publicity depart- 
ment of its own, but instead em- 


ploys a freelance office, Davis- 
Lieber, on a fee basis. This is one 
small oddity. Another is musi- 


cal director Fred Mendelsohn’s habit 
of bobbing up all through the vari- 
ous languages with assorted aliases. 
WBNX is not full time, but has 
periods of silence dictated by shar- 
ing clauses in the FCC license. 
WBNX calls itself ‘a lot more than 
a foreign language station’ and 
strives for tie-ups with the Bronx 
Board of Trade, the Sronx Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, etc. It takes due 
note of its Negro neighbors in nearby 
Harlem. It probably has more and 
better French programs than any 
other station in metropolitan New 
York. Its German service goes quite 
far in pro-democracy anti-Axis cap- 
tioning, although WBNX, as was true 
of nearly all other linguals in the 
area, did not escape suspicious inci- 
dents back in the glad-mad days 
when there were Americans who 
seriously asserted that it was un- 
democratic of radio stations in the 




















United States not to carry Adolph 
Hitler’s expectorations in the face of 
democracy. 


In monitoring WBNX there is no 
illusion on ‘Variety's’ part that in a 
week’s time all that is typical can be 
epitomized. Yet this is surely true: 
Scattered items can be overlooked by 
monitors, but long-continuing omis- 
sions must speak for themselves. In 
certain languages WBNX is notably 
remiss in doing anything for public 
interest, culture, education or de- 
mocracy. Yet this is contradicted by 
a fairly rich contribution of these 
elements in other languages, Man- 
power and attitude of personnel 
probably supplies the explanation, 


The War? What War? 


The Spanish service, for example 
(daily 11 a.m. and Sunday 7:30 p.m.) 
revealed fast and numerous adver- 
tising announcements, an absence of 
cultural features, no news except at 
high speed for a moment or two, and 
then more interruptions for blurbs 
than actual news. That there was a 
war on did not concern the Spanish 
service. That democracy was fight- 
ing an attempted return to the mid- 
dle ages did not cramp the style. 
The forthcoming ‘Festival of Puerto 
Rican Youth’ (apparently a super- 
dooper dance) was the hottest thing 
of the week. El Alamein? Where’s 
that? Kharkov? Try Stanbach for 
vour headache. 


Dream-Like World 


Quietly enjoyable for all who 
know and love La Belle France is 


the half hour called ‘Broadcast of 
French Thought.’ It shuns politics 
to dweil with nostalgia upon history, 
architecture, poetry, urbane people. 
Last week it was Provence that 
was considered. An unbilled or- 
chestra played George Bizet’s ‘Suite 
Arlesienne.’ Marcel Renauld spoke 
of the quaint little towns in Provence, 
Daudet’s dream-like world. Mme. 
Pitoeff, a distinguished French ac- 
tress now in the States, recited ‘Il va 
rester Claire Longtemps ce soir’ by 
Anne de Noailles. Painting is dis- 
cussed, another poem read, other 
literature mentioned. Donations for 
the “Broadcast of French. Thought’ 
would be welcome. Unhappily this 
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fice.” 


The BASIE 


“The best yardstick for meas- 
uring our worth as radio station 
representatives is the steady prog- 
ress in the national field of every 
radio station we represent, 


“The average 
1941 was 36.5% over 1940 in busi- 
ness contracted through our of- 
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WHAT THEY'RE SAYING IN THE BRONX 


On Station WBNX 


program of much merit was some- 


times marred by what seemed a 
less-than-ideal transcription. 

At another time Jo  Delinois’ 
‘French Hour’ is a French la-la-la 
tune session with numerous inter- 
ruptions for French restaurants— 
Fleurs De Lys, Le Bistro, Le Cham- 
plain, the French Farm in Jersey, 
etc. 

E. Zasilatos conducts a small or- 
chestra in national Greek music. 
Sandwiched in between the numbers 





are advertisements for Edison radios, 


for morale, claims Abe Lyman, a 
hep agent. The poor housewives 
get a thrill, they get excited, they 
babble happily, they forget their 
‘tsurus’ (worries). 


Stress Catholic Piety 


WBNX has a pronounced Roman 
Catholic flavor through its Italian 
programs frequent solicitation of 
piety. One speaker during the Lido 
program blamed modern family life 
for many moral _ shortcomings, 








GER MANS-FOR-DEMOCRACY 





‘Germans, Help the English Kiddies” 


‘Germans, turn in your rubber salvage. 


America,’ 


Do this to help our nation, 


‘Germans, it is your duty to help the many German-American boys 
serving in the United States Army.’ 





These remarks, more or less loose 


translations, should suffice to com- 


municate a certain fame to the German programs on WBNX in the Bronx. 
They are from the ‘Housewife’s Hour’ at 2 p.m., and were heard by a 


‘Variety’ monitor last week. 


Taken in conjunction with the station’s so-called German-American 


Congress for Democracy (Sundays), 


which has the avowed purpose of 


giving public demonstration of the loyalty to the United States of citizens 


of Teutonic extraction ‘as in the first 


World War,’ the station has at least 


a partial answer to criticism that it is merely negatively neutral and not 
positively for democracy and against the Axis. : 
The German language situation has apparently received plenty of cogi- 


tation at this station. 
helpful or clearly innocuous. 

periods are perhaps wide apart. 
recordings. 


The various periods contrive to be either definitely 
The probable cultural levels of several 
Some periods use kirness (village gaiety) 
The leather breeches-slapping, beer-drinking spirit is pro- 


nounced. This has an appeal for many German-speaking folks, but will 


bore others. 
‘The Winemaster,’ 


Oddly enough the beery music has no beer advertising. 
with Bill Foster 


as announcer, is Gambarelli & 


Davito’s contribution to Germanesque stummung. The musical selections 
here are in the vernacular of wine-lovers, higher class, but sentimental 
with the deep-voiced old German favorite beginning ‘I sit here in the 


deep wine cellar——.’ 


At one point there is a European slogan (shades 


of the WCTU!), ‘He who’s never been tipsy, isn’t a good guy.’ 


United Diathermy Corp. and a Mr. 


Manfred, who is willing, nay anx- 


ious, to give a personal demonstration of his gadget in the homes of in- 
terested listeners, is much in the German language picture. 

Three German segments of WBNX counted out these arithmetical tal- 
lies: Entertainment, 68 minutes; advertising, 43 minutes; public service, 14 


minutes. 
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a resort at Port Chester, N. Y., Lon- 
gine watches, wines, coffee, etc. The 
blurbs are crowded, not always 
clearly enunciated, At other periods 
there were many ads for summer 
resorts, real estate, Greek phono- 
graph discs. Also the Premier of 
Greece was carried off an NBC line 
from Washington. 


The Other Abe Lyman 


Yiddish is the language of one of 
WBNX’s most picturesque figures, 
Abe Lyman (not to be confused 
with the bandleader of the same 
name). Lyman goes about with port- 
able recording equipment and in- 
terviews Jewish housewives. in 
grocery stores. These discs are 
broadcast over the station two weeks 
later, the intervening period taking 
care of the law on not signalling the 
enemy via code and stirring lots of 
curiosity among the friends and 
families of those who wait patiently 
to hear themselves on the air. Lyman 
beats the drums for Procter & Gam- 
ble’s Crisco. 

Interviewees include the grocers 
themselves. Stress on recipes and 
uses of Crisco make this sort of 
thing typical point-of-sale merchan- 
dising. At the stores the resource- 
ful Lyman is well stocked with 
mother-in-law jokes and _ with 
Slightly personal questions of a hu- 
morous bent, viz, ‘How did your 
husband propose to you?’ ‘In the 
car? Was it parked? Proposing while 
driving would be difficult, yes?’ 

‘What is’ love?’ asks the Crisco 
comic. An elderly woman shrugs 
that she has forgotten. A younger 
Jewess says it is a feeling in the 
heart, a fast beating yet. ‘Was it 
kosher?’ Lyman answers that one. 
Fresh, clean, pure. Like Procter & 
Gamble out in Cincinnati. At the 
sign-off a bunch of kids spells out 
C-R-I-S-C-O and each gets a lolli- 
pop. 

This is humanity in the Bronx 
manner. Like Meyer Lipshitz ad- 
vertising: religious articles for sale, 
like the House of Abraham seeking 
funds for wheelchairs, like another 
civic group that wants to send or- 
phans to the summer camps, like 
calling Treasury notes ‘Milchomo 
Bonds,’ like the tendency to mix a 
little English, a little German with 
the Yiddish. 





The grocery store stunt is good 


recommended listeners join the So- 
ciety Santa Teresa del Bambino 
Jesus, she who protects the soldiers. 
Padre Felipe spoke another time for 
the high ideals of the Saviour and 
expressed strong scorn for the 
paganism of the modern dictators. 
Another appeal heard was for the 
faithful to visit the Madonna di 
Lourdes in the Bronx, also another 
church, The Roman Catholic tone 
was evident again in the plot of a 
romanza, or continued story, spon- 
sored by La Moderna and heard at 
11:15 in the morning. Entitled ‘Gi- 
ustizia de Dio’ (God’s Justice) this 
presented the situation of one Dela- 
torre who had discovered his brother 
to be an unmarried father and had 
killed him in the woods, later con- 
fessing the crime to his bishop. 
When an innocent man was accused 
of the crime the conscience-stricken 
bishop was obliged to tell the magis- 
trates. Whole dramatic predicament 
was based on the confessional rite. 

Rubber salvage was being empha- 
sized last week on the Italian pro- 
grams. Lido Belli, a WBNX person- 
age, was carrying the torch. There 
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was some peppering, too, of war 


bond buying. Most direct propa. 
ganda for the democracies was g 
reference to Cecil Brown's article in 
Liberty magazine on the arrogance 
of Germans now in Italy. For the 
rest there was much selling of 
spaghetti, olive oil, wine, Pepsicolg 
radios, phonograph records, foot 
balm. 


Honors Dead Soldier 


One arresting item in connection 
with the war was heard in the 
Lithuanian period last Saturday (11) 
when the proceedings were halted 
for two minutes of respect to a 
Lithuanian soldier who gave his life 
for the U.S.A, This ‘Honor Roll’ was 
handled with decency and dignity, 
The Lithuanian half hour otherwise 
was routine mixing of nationalistic 
music, family and personal an- 
nouncements, war bond urgings, 
scattered commercials, including the 
Polo Grounds rodeo which has been 
widely advertised for a fortnight on 
-ll linguals around New York. © 

Subtract the remarks about the 
Honor Roll and the Lithuanian com- 
ment goes without important varia- 
tions for the Armenian period and 
the Ukranian period. Strictly wax 
and gas. The Polish stuff was some- 
what more expanded, marked by at 
least one national advertiser, Proc- 
ter & Gamble. 


STATION WWRL 
DROPS ITALIAN 


— 





Station WWRL, Woodside, Long 
Island, last week reduced by nine 
hours the volume of its foreign lan- 
guages broadcasts. Six half hours in 
German were dropped, another daily 
half hour in Italian by Gino Pagliari 
went out. 

WWRL is abandoning the Italian 
language altogether although still 
retaining 30 odd hours weekly of 
various linguals. 





McDonald Series Folds 
Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Brian McDonald’s weekly Sunday 
Amateur Hour, sponsored by Wil- 
ken’s Jewelry Company over 
WJAS, went off the air for the sum- 
mer recently, the first break in the 
program since it started seven years 
ago. 

McDonald will resume in the fall 
unless his application for a com- 
mission comes through. A former 
vaude and musical comedy singer, 
McDonald was in the navy in the 
last war. 
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Five St. Louis Stations Hurt by WPB 


Curtailment of Beer Cap Use 








St. Louis, July 14. 

Five local stations, KMOX, KSD, 
KWK, KXOK and WIL have suf- 
fered a loss of business from four 
large beer accounts that have re- 
duced their advertising budgets as 
they comply with the War Produc- 
tion Board order to reduce produc- 
tion 30% under the 1941 volume. 
Involved are \Falstaff, Hyde Park, 
Columbia, and Griesedieck Bros. 
All have begun conversion from pint 
to quart bottles because of the bot- 
tle cap curtailment. All of the 
breweries were heavy time buyers 
with the Hyde Park leading and 
the Griesedieck organization a close 


second. 

Several of the stations have ex- 
perienced a 50% cut, while at others 
that slash has not been so great. 
However, all have suffered and one 
of the stations is said to have lost 
$1,500 per week, by the slashing. 
Station execs are not alarmed at the 
current situation which they figure 
to be of a temporary nature and 
in as much as national radio adver- 
tising and national spots for the fall 
season is presenting an encouraging 
picture and creating a psychological 
condition that may win back tke 
beer accounts 100%. 


PM CALLS WOV 
BID FASCISTIC 
IN TAINT 


The New York newspaper PM yes- 
terday (Tuesday) carried a news 
story and accompanying editorial 
by Jerry Franken blasting the pro- 
posed transfer from Arde Bulova to 
the Mester Brothers of Station 
WOV, New York. PM charges this 
would place the Ffesters advertising 
agent, Andrea Luotto, in charge of 
WOV, he knowing radio and the 
prospective licensees merely being 
the manufacturers of a cooking oil 
named for the late Fascist hero, 
Italo Balbo. 

PM charged that Luotto is pro- 
Fascist from way back and cited 
various alleged associations of his 
to substantiate that charge. The 
FCC was publicly urged to stop the 
sale of the station for $200,000. 

Italian interests have tried on 
several occasions to buy WOV, also 
WBYN. For one reason or another 
the deals have never jelled. Often 
hints of political pyrposes stigma- 
tized the petitions. Generoso Pope, 
& New York Italian language news- 
paper publisher, was one former 
seeker of a station who withdrew 
when the pressure got too tough. 











Linkroum of WJSV At 
Dartmouth for Navy 


Washington, July 14. 
Richard L. Linkroum, program di- 
rector of WJSV, local Columbia sta- 
tion, received his papers last week as 
ensign in the Navy and is to report 
tomorrow for training at the small 
boats school at Dartmouth College. 
He is the 20th member of the staff to 
join the U. S. armed forces. 
Others are Robert Baker, William 
F. Betts, Harry C. Butcher, Lloyd 
Dennis, Gerald Fordon, Paul Green, 
John Hardesty, Lawrence Holt, 
James Hurlbut, Andrew Massey, 
John P. Moore, Charles M. Parker, 
Stanton R. Prentiss, Donald H. 
Saunders, Alan P. Smith, Thomas 
Tait, Leonard Thomas, Albert War- 
ner and Woodward H. Warrick. 





‘ ° . 
Chicago At Work’ Series 

Chicago, July 14. 
‘Chicago at Work’ is a new, bi- 
weekly transcription program over 
WAIT, taking radio listeners into the 
various factories and permitting 
them to get a glimpse of what goes 
on inside the lines. 
Individual manufacturers are spon- 
soring programs which concern their 
organizations. First broadcast cen- 
tered about and was sponsored by 
the Museum of Science and Indus- 
try, second concerned the Morden 
Frog and Steel Works, with more 
sla'q!-to follow. 
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Bill Herson Assumes Job 
Of Gordon Hittenmark 


Washington, July 14. 
Bill Herson, formerly announcer, 


singer special events and general 
utility man at WBAL, Baltimore, 
joins the staff of WRC, local NBC 
affiliate, this week. 

He will succeed Maj. Gordon Hit- 
tenmark as conductor of ‘Your Time- 
keeper,’ WRC’s local clock show. 





New French Program 


Marcel Renault and H. J. Du Piel 
are the moving spirits of a new 
French language program that is 
heard Thursdays at 8 p.m. on 
WBNX, New York. It is hoped to 
place the series via discs on other 
stations in areas where French is 
spoken. 

Under the title ‘Broadcasts of 
French Thought,’ the material em- 
braces French music, excerpts from 
French literature and lectures. It is 
described as cultural rather than po- 
litical or commercial in purpose. 








Argentinian Radio 





Buenos Aires, June 12. 
Teatro del Sabade (Saturday The- 
atre of the Air) just finished 200 
broadcasts on Radio del Mundo (LR 


1). Planned to continue idea Sun- 
days at 10:15 under the title ‘El Tin- 
giado de la Farsa’ (Behind the Foot- 
lights) with same sponsor, Llauro 
Hnos, y Cia. soap and cleaning ma- 
terials. Saturday show directed by 
Ildefonso Rodriguez, broadcasts an 
extra play each week including 
works of Bernard Shaw, Noel Cow- 
ard, Oscar Wilde, Henry Bernstein. 





Rare in Argentine radio are pro- 
grams devoted to other Latin coun- 
tries. Result has been much inter- 
est in announcement by Belgrano 
(LR 3) that Conjunto Folklorico 
Peruano, directed by Moises Viva- 
neo, formerly of the Radio Mundial 
of Lima, Peru, had been signed for 
a long-time series sponsored by the 
Teatro Palmolive del Aire. Armando 
Ortiz Lambert, artistic director of 
the Peruvian station, probably will 
handle program here. 





Manuel Barhera, one-time secre- 
tary to head of Warners here, has 
new program on LR 2, Radio Ar- 
gentina, sponsored by Braudo, local 
two-pants suit clothing house. Pro- 





2000 Blurbs on 39 


Pennsylvania 


Stations to Unself Public on Calls 





gram sponsors Ivan Caseros and ti- 
pica ork of Nicolas d’Alessandro. 





General Electric signs with Splen- 
did (LR 4) for series with Yago 
Blass and Martha Viana. Program 
titled ‘Los Genios de la Electricidad’ 
running Tuésdays at 9 p.m. and dra- 
matizes incidents in the development 
of electricity. 





Phillips Milk of Magnesia sponsor- 
ing special program on Mundo with 
Fernando Ochoa, Augusto Podeca 
and Fortunato Benzaquen, known as 
‘El Turco. Show goes on at the 
same time as inaugural program of 
Nini Marshall (Catita) on Radio 
Splendid, which constitutes definite 
scrap for listener ears, stronger than 
any such here recently. 





Claudio Arrau, Chilean pianist, 
starts radio work here with first con- 
cert on Mundo and Red Azul y 
Bianca. 





Bob Carpenter, joins the engineer- 
ing staff of WAIT, this week. 





Some 2,000 station-break announceé- 
menis will be utilized in one month’s 
time by Bell Telephone of Pennsyle 
vania via 39 stations throughout the 
state, including WFIL, Philadelphia, 
and its Quaker network. Harold Le 


Duc, Bell advertising manager, placed 
announcements, 


Campaign is to ‘unsell’ the public 
on phone service, especially long 
lines. Absolute necessity alone 
should determine telephoning, says 
the phone company. 





Cleve Conway Travels For 
Tommy Dorsey Spiels 


Chicago, July 14. 

New announcer for the Tommy 
Dorsey show is Cleve Conway, of the 
Chicago NBC staff, who will an- 
nounce and foliow show, heard Tues- 
day over NBC for Raleigh Ciga- 
rettes. 

Conway replaces Jack Costello, of 
New York staff who was unable to 
travel. 
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MORE POWER WHERE IT COUNTS MOST 

















the markets 





This gentleman has devised a pretty 
dynamic way to demonstrate the results he’s 


getting from Mutual’s increased power in 


that matter most...the 14 


markets of over a half-million population, 
where Mutual regularly serves nearly 
15,000,000 radio homes. 





Even without benefit of an erupting wall 


map, the significance of these key facility 








improvements is clear. Especially when 


you realize that Mutual stations for 13 of 


the 14 top markets have 


5,000 watts or 


more (two have 50,000) and only one has 


1,000 watts. 


No wonder, when you press the Mutual but- 


ton, you Get Results... here and in every 


other market that’s important to you from 


coast to coast. 











THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 








Linn Burton is announcer of the 
S€ries, ; 
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TOMMY RIGGS 

With Bill Goodwin, Jimmy 
Felix Mills Orchestra 

Gags, Music, Songs 

30 Mins. 

SWAN SOAP 

Tuesday, 9 p.m, 

\ ABC-CBS, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Cash, 


Tcmmy Riggs came to the micro- 

hone Tuesday (7) for his new 

wan Soap series well equipped 
with gags, stooges and the ingred- 
ients of popular r dio fun. There 
seems every ~eason to suppose the 
half-hour will be high in the ratings. 
It was distinctly amusing, fast, 
professional 
gloss. 

That the formula is familiar is no 
drawback. To the contrary. If it’s 
good enough for Fibber McGee and 
Molly (or you name another) it’s 
good enough for Swan Soap. In 
snort, the family is at home and the 
door keeps opening to admit strange 
assorted stooges. This time Uncle 
Tommy and his ventriloquial crea- 
tion, Betty Lou, have just moved in- 
to a new neighborhood and so 
it's their new neighbors they’re 
meeting. A _ hair-lipped perennial 
enrollee of the third grade is one of 
the comedy characters. A husky- 
voiced, terrifying housekeeper, Mrs. 
M-lIntyre, is another. She is always 
being asked to put down that steak 
sandwich and sweep up the broken 
glass (from the basetalls that come 
through the window). There are a 
series of telephone (party line) se- 
quences. 


The nice part of all this is that 
it manages to be plausible because 
things happen too quickly to let the 
critical faculty operate. This is the 
trick, is it not, of radio fun? Bill 
Goodwiit helps a lot. Jimmy Cash 
fis the kind of tenor who breaks in 
on such programs, which is not dis- 
paragement, but identification. Cash 
was pleasant, as was the Felix Mills 
musical embroidery. 

Tommy Riggs impressed as on 
stronger ground in this try than 
ever before. It would Le rather 
tardy to discover in Riggs a voice- 
thrower, timer, comedian and aetor 
of high -artistry. This sample re- 
emphasized and heightened the ap- 
preciation of the fact. 


Swan soap commercials 
cleverly contrived. 


were 
Land. 





*THE SEA HOUND’ 
Dramatic Serial 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 5:15 p.m. 
WIJZ-Blue, New York 


With the Office of the Coordina- 
tor of Inter-American Affairs figur- 
ing as a cooperative spirit, the Blue 
Network has undertaken through 
‘The Sea Hound’ to reverse the 
character concepts that prevail 
among kid serial fans. It had been 
the habit of kid serial scriptists 
from practically the inception of 
radio ta clothe folks from beneath 
the Rio Grande in menace roles. 
The locale of ‘The Sea Hound’ is 
set along the Central and South 
American coasts and the serial is 
shouldered with the incidental task, 
es its main characters travel from 
port to port, to demonstrate that 
our Latin-American neighbors are 
mot only good people, but our 
friends. 

As the initial step in that pro- 
jected pattern, ‘The Sea Hound’ 
poses Nazis and Japs as the villains 
of the piece and Latin-Americans in 
the role of helping American foil 
Axis skullduggeries. In the chapter 
aired last Wednesday (8) the crew 
of ‘The Sea Hound,’ described as ‘a 
Shin that has developed the right 
kind of personality,’ seemed to be 
enmeshed in some counter-conspir- 
acy to prevent a gang of Nazis 
from stealing some secrets that an 
American exploration party was 
about to bring out of the jungle. 
Active on the side of the Ameri- 
cans was the daughter of a Latin- 
American scientist whom the Nazis 
had made a captive. 

The heroic figure around whom 
the serial agitates itself is Captain 
Silver, owner of ‘The Sea Hound.’ 
Captain Silver is not only an ad- 
venturer of kindly inclination, but 
he’s a philosopher on human foibles 
and a commentator o:. international 
matters. To a remark that ‘The 
Sea Hound’ didn’t appear to carry 
any guns, the captain rejoined, ‘Our 
Only weapon is friendship.’ At an- 
other point in the episode the cap- 
tain took time out to expatiate on 
the theme of how after Pearl Har- 
bor ‘our nation became united in a 
single purpose’ and how all party 
and group interests were made sub- 
© dinate to the national good. Cap- 
tain Silver’s upparent innocence of 
what has been going on in Con- 
gress lately on the agricultural 
department’s appropriation bill .and 
other measures could be attributed 
to his thorough absorption at lining 
up our neighbors to the south in a 
united front. 

As is customary in all such 
serials, the captain’s crew includes 
an American boy. There’s also Ku- 
Kai, an aged Chinese philosopher, 
and Tex, a cowboy, intended as 
comedy relief. 

As long as the ‘educational’ angle 
of ‘The Sea Hound’ is woven in as 
deftly as it was on the installment 
caught the chances of its carrying 


out its project are good. ‘The Sea 
Hound should aiso prove a sound 
commerciai package. Odec 


CAMEL CARAVAN 

With Lanny Ross, Connee Boswell, 
Xavier Cugat Orchestra, Margo, 
Herb Shriner, Edward Ellis 

60 Mins. 

R. J. REYNOLDS 

Friday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New Yerk 


(Esty) 
Camel cigarettes has four ‘Cara- 
vans’ of entertainers. circulating 


about the U. S. A. entertaining our 
soldier garrisons. This radio fifth 
unit, together with the separate 
Vaughn Monroe orchestra radio se- 
ries, puts Camels deep in the heart 
of entertainment-advertising. Never 
before in history have so many mlis- 
sionaries gone forth to spread to 
the people the gospel that stale 
vapors from certain butts contain 
less bronchial irritant than is pres- 
ent in other butts. 

The first broadcast (10) in the new 
radio series contained a lot of oddly 
matched items for the probable di- 
version of the masses. Herb Shriner, 
a newcomer comic, made a strong 
impression with his rusticisms. Us- 
ing a semi-throwaway delivery, 
Shriner conducted a monolog which 
was one extended introduction to a 
harmonica solo. He spoke of tossing 
a tune off while ‘under the influ- 
ence of a package of Sen-Sen’ and 
of the program as a ‘Project.’ Again 
he measured a period of time ‘as the 
Old Crow flows.’ 

There were comedy lines and a 
latinesque stooge role for Xavier 
Cugat which should help him if 
continued and funny. His hot rhum- 
bas are effective for the show. 
Lanny Ross was a competent, ex- 
perience-revealing emcee and tenor. 
Connee Boswell is, of course, cer- 
“tain “to be a source of strength, al- 
though she was over-floral this time, 
‘Mighty Lak’ a Rose’ and ‘One Dozen 
Roses’ not being ideal to her style in 
either instance. The Ross-Boswell- 
Cugat strength takes care of the 
musical end nicely. 


Margo, the dramatic actress, 
monologed a piece about a girl who 
heard the voices of her sweethearts 
now all in the army and presumably 
all dead. The reprise about ‘not liv- 
ing as slaves’ was designed to be 
telling, but this vignette seemed es- 
sentially unreal and pointless, too 
made-to-order for dramatic recita- 
tion. After seven months of war 
drama on the air there wasn’t much 
to excite the imagination. No new 
slant, no high-soaring spirituality, 
no real inspiration. Just a rather 
ordinary re-statement of what has, 
so often and so much better, been 
said before. 


The Caravan is to include each 
week a sample of Main Street folks- 
iness based upon and following the 
rambling narrator-into-illustration 
style of Thornton Wilder’s ‘Our 
Town’ (and so billed). For the role 
created on the stage by Frank Cra- 
ven, Esty has cast Edward Ellis. 
He’s a solid trouper and provided 
a nice easy-does-it reading. How- 
ever, the bashful soldier and the 18- 
year old girl seemed overdrawn to 
the verge of caricature and they 
ended by being more silly-seeming 
than heart-tugging. Yet, despite this 
hoked up treatment, there were 
other lines and characters that hit 
the ear as sincere and true. Land. 


ST. LOUIS MUNICIPAL OPERA 

With Joan Roberts, Sue Ryan, Rob- 
ert Field, Ben Feld and Opera 
Choristers 

Songs, Orchestra 

25 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


KMOX, CBS outlet in St. Louis, 
feeds the net this program of light 
music as a double-barreled public 
service feature. Program plugs St. 
Louis culture, is a good institutional 
credit for the station, and it doesn’t 
hurt receipts at the evening per- 
formances. 


This particular show (12) was bal- 
lyed as a Vincent Youmans special 
since the Muny Op is presenting 
three of his shows this season. Ac- 
tually only three of the seven musi- 
cal numbers were Youmans tunes. 
Even with the composer being piped 
in from New York with a brief plati- 
tude of gratitude, including a few 
lines in Spanish for the shortwave 
audience, it was just a light, pleas- 
ing, but not outstanding, musical 
program. 


Ben Feld orch opened with ‘Sum- 
mertime,’ a Gershwin tune; thence 
Sue Ryan and ‘Hallelujah,’ from ‘Hit 
the Deck,’ with the vocalist not mak- 
ing much headway against an elab- 
orate arrangement. Joan Roberts 
and Robert Field combined to do a 
neat job with ‘Tea for Two,’ from 
‘No, No, Nanette’—all these by You- 
mans, 


The orchestra did a fair job with 
Cole Porter’s ‘Rosalie’ and, of all 
times, Youmans was piped in from 
New York. Better programming 
should have brought him on after 
one of his own tunes. 


Joan Roberts did a fair job with a 
solo twirl at ‘Sometimes I’m Happy,’ 
also from ‘Hit the Deck,’ and that 
ended the Youmans tunes for the 
day, for the orch followed with an 
|imaginative arrangement of Johnny 
|Green’s ‘Body and Soul,’ while Rob- 
ert Field closed witih a fair rendi- 
‘tion of ‘Rio Rita’ (Harry Tierney ). 








‘MARCH OF TIME’ 

With Mark Warnow’s Orchestra 
Drama with Music 

30 Mins. 

TIME MAGAZINE 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 


The top two lines of the heading 
tell part of the story of the change. 
It’s the ‘March of Time’ with Mark 
Warnow’s orchestra. Meaning that 
the program is deviating from the 
rat-a-tat delivery of yore. All that 
remains of the original setup in fact 
is the bristling, hustling, destiny- 


hinting, none-like-it voice of West-, 


brook Van Voorhees. The latter is 
now, as he ever was, unique among 
radio voices, a trademark all by him- 
self. Strangely, too, it is the voice, 
not the name of the man with the 
voice, that is widely known. Not 
that his identity has been a secret. 
It’s just one of the pranks of radio 
fame. 


The musical woodlands now domi- 
nate the program's topography. Real 
persons, too, come into the program 
now to be interviewed. A tankfight- 
ing sergeant in Cairo, a saboteur- 
grabbing J. Edgar Hoover in Wash- 
ington. These touches of reality 
mingle with a legendary bit from the 
European underground about two 
kids in Holland who operated their 
own effective sabotage system to the 
discomfiture of the Nazis. 


The presence and the versatility of 
Mark Warnow were readily felt in 
the revised setup. This seemed 
smart cushioning for the producers, 
who must now operate under the 
difficulties of censorship and war 
policy generally. .The show had 
added body because of the Warnow 
music; moods were possible’ that 
mere words alone perhaps could not 
achieve. Perhaps, too, it would be a 
fair analogy to say that Warnow, like 
art work, made the difference be- 
tween a newspaper and a magazine. 
‘March of Time’ on the air is now 
more akin to a magazine than here- 
tofore. 


Naturally the shortwave pick-ups 
via RCA-NBC have advantages, but 
they have the disadvantages, so well 
known to ‘The Army Hour,’ of fuzzy 
reception on occasion, ° 


On the whole this somewhat al- 
tered version of a hardy radio pe- 
rennial was well-paced, knowingly 
mounted, edited, cast and put to- 
gether. Land. 


‘CONTACT’ 

With Thornton Wilder, Larry Cot- 
ton, Perry Lafferty 

30 Mins.—Local 

Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WKAT, Miami Beach 


Qualifying easily as probably the 
most ambitious series ever aired 
here for local consumption, ‘Contact’ 
is an entertaining contribution to the 
armed services’ ever-increasing use 
of radio as a morale and propa- 
ganda medium, and as such rates 
network attention. 

As originally envisioned by Ross 
Evans, former New York freelance 
producer, now a private on Lt. Col- 
onel Floyd Lindley’s public rela- 
tions staff, ‘Contact’ was a variety 
stanza, utilizing talent to be found 
among men in training here. How- 
ever, since being joined by Perry 
Lafferty and Draper Lewis, both 
from the CBS program department, 
and with the establishment of the 
specialist school and the resulting 
influx of established talent in vari- 
ous~ fields who have entered its 
ranks, the scope of the program has 
been greatly extended. 


When caught Wednesday (8), ‘Con- 
tact’ had as ‘Soldier of the Week’ 
Thornton Wilder, recently commis- 
sioned a captain in the Army Air 
Force, and Lt. Larry Cotton, for- 
merly soloist with Horace Heidt, and 
now an instructorin the Officers 
Candidate School, heading the musi- 
cal lineup. 

Wilder’s contribution—a _ deftly 
compounded fourth act for his prize 
winning drama, ‘Our Town,’ pictur- 
ing in a highly articulate manner 
the physical and psychological effects 
of the war on the citizens of Grovers 
Corners, was especially written for 
this broadcast. Aside from author- 
ship, Wilder did a superb narration 
job, skillfully reprising the past with 
the present in several brief, but 
touching sequences. 


Larry Cotton's vocal chores were 
up to par, ably backed up by an 
orchestra and male chorus under 
Perry Lafferty’s direction. Lafferty’s 
original score for Wilder’s narration 
was outstanding, and his effectively 
contrived bridges tied the half-hour 
together in showmanly fashion. 


Other dramatic sketches written 
by Draper Lewis and Ross Evans in- 
cluded a salute to the army medical 
staff, plugging need of additional 
doctors, and a comedy bit, tagged 
‘Jeep of the Week,’ dramatizing big- 
gest boner pulled by a service man 
during the week. Signoff plea pulis 
no punches in its eloquent appeal; 
that everyone will have to work.and 
fight considerably harder, because 
while the U.S. has never lost a war, 
neither has Japan. 

Production elements, music and 
dramatic sequences are well bal- 





, anced and show moves at a brisk 
;pace, earning a bow for all 
icerned, Les. 


| 
| ment. 





STAB SPANGLED VAUDEVILLE 

With Gracie Fields, Jack Pearl and 
Cliff Hall, Larry Adler, Johnny 
Burke, Walter O’Keefe, Ben 
Grauer, Raymond Paige’s Orches- 
tra 

30 Mins. 

FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 

Sunday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

The second (12) and presumably 
‘typical’ broadcast of this summer- 
or-longer program used four acts, 
an emcee and a featured orchestra. 
Not to overlook the barker, Ben 
Grauer, who urges more bread for 
more energy in wartime. This set- 
up makes the ‘vaudeville’ billing 
bear’ some resemblance to that la- 
mented institution. 

Gracie Fields, with only two num- 
bers, was too little of Gracie Fields. 
But then a fuller repertory would 
have left little for the rest of the 
talent. And that again wouldn’t 
have been vaudeville but Gracie 
Fields on the radio, which is not a 
contemptible trade perhaps, if any- 
body brings up the matter. A good 
deal of her dynamic personality and 
delivery gets over on the air al- 
though the English virtuoso of the 
music ‘halls is best seen for maxi- 
mum appreciation, 

Following the English comedienne 
came the German dialect comedian, 
Jack Pearl, reunited for the occasion 


with his long-time, able straight, 
Cliff Hall. This, too, was standard 
vaudeviile, hokey, crossfire, every- 


thing but the sock over the head 
with the wet newspaper. Earlier in 
the bill the studio audience was 
screaming at the quarter-century-old 
doughboy routine of Johnny Burke. 
In the case of Pearl-Hall, the ‘Baron’ 
just ‘came back from Switzerland.’ 

‘It’s Switzerland now, eh?’ “said 
Hall. ‘Yes, since that guy made us 
move,’ replied Pearl. Which is a 
cute way of denaturing the Teutonic 
accent. 

The opening turn was Larry Adler, 
wonder-kid on the harmonica, who 


had a_wings-of-genius stunt, the/& 


combining of two Russian songs 
which were made to represent a 
belled buggy of the steppes coming 
up behind and ultimately passing a 
troop of horses. 

Walter O’Keefe got in his main 
blows as m.c. in a preliminary ap- 
pearance in front of the olio. He 
offered a line of gags that were good 
and typical of himself. O’Keefe 
when good, is always uniquely 
O’Keefe, and when not so good he’s 
typical of O’Keefe, too. In short, he 
has the advantage and the occasional 
disadvantage of his originality, his 
flair for the topical, even “the po- 
litical. Here he was in scoring form. 

Raymond Paige supplied a varied 
and imaginative musical support, al- 
though there was not_too much for 
the orchestra. as Land. 


POLYNA STOSKA 
With Al Goodman Orch, Chorus, 

Deems Taylor 
45 Mins. 

PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Young concert soprano Polyna 
Stoska, of Lithuanian’ extraction, 
guested Sunday afternoon (12) on 
the Prudential show, subbing for the 
vacationing Gladys Swarthout. She 
sang three selections, only one of 
which was a major effort, an aria 
from Puccini's ‘Tosca,’ which she 
handled nicely. Other two were 
‘Little White Dove,’ from ‘Rogue 
Song,’ and ‘Love Me Tonight,’ from 
‘Vagabond King.’ She was accom- 
panied by the chorus in the former 
number and by a male vocalist for 
the latter. 

Miss Stoska’s voice is full and 
warm, with particular richness in 
the lower register. She is better on 
the operatic selections, apparently 
lacking ease in the lighter numbers. 

In addition to the guest vocalist’s 
appearance, features of the broad- 
cast caught were a musical plug 
(special lyrics to ‘Man on the Flying 
Trapeze’) for glider pilot recruiting 
and a lengthy dramatized tribute to 
the U. S. Navy. Use of the word 
‘loot’ in the lyrics of the ‘Trapeze’ 
parody seemed questionable judge- 
Otherwise the two bits were 
excellent. Hobe. 


KAY LORRAINE 
With Merle Pitt and Five Shades of 
Blue 
25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 2:35 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 
Kay Lorraine, vocalist of the Blue 
network’s sustainer, ‘Chamber Music 
Society of Lower Basin Street,’ also 
has this Sunday afternoon sustain- 
ing series, ‘Lyrics by Lorraine,’ on 
WNEW, New York. The show is 
an unpretentious, light, palatable 
blend of Miss Lorraine’s dulcet blues 
style of singing and the incandescent 
strumming of Merle Pitt’s Five 
Shades of Blue instrumentalists. 
Sunday (12) stanza included four 
numbers by the femme vocalist, with 
the Pitt group playing the interval 
selections. Miss Lorraine has a soft, 
velvety voice, tonal warmth and 
color, plus unusually clear enunci- 
ation. Her reading of the announce- 
ments could be improved, however. 
Tiny orchestra has interesting ar- 
rangements, particularly stressing 
the vibraphone and piano. It’s gen- 


—— 


EARL GODWIN 

With William FP. Adams 

15 Mins, 

FORD 

Nightly, 8 p.m. 

WIJZ-Blue, New York 
(Maxon) 


Only a few months after dro 
ping its long-running Sunday night 
concert series, Ford is back in net. 
work radio, joining § Chrysler 
(Major Bowes) and G2neral Motors 
(‘Cheers from the Car.ps’) in an 
institutional series aimed to keep 
the Ford name before the public in 
preparation for the inevitable post. 
war buying splurge. The new Ford 
entry is a straight news show, 8. 
8:15, seven nights a week, with Ear] 
Godwin talking from Washington 
and (at least on the debut broad. 
cast) reading an institutional] plug 
atout how Ford’s River Rouge 
plant has been changed for war pro. 
duction. He also promised that fu. 
ture proareme would ‘bring some 
idea how Ford men and women 
are working all out for victory,’ 
William P, Adams made the intro 
and closing announcements. 

The stries is titled ‘Watch the 
World Go By’ in obvious reference 
to the Ford advertising slogan, 
‘Watch the Fords Go By.’ As stated 
in the opening spiel of the initial 
broadcast, the wvrograms will pre. 
sent the news ‘fairly, accurately, 
without color or bias.’ In other 
words, it’s to be straight reporting, 
not interpretation, analysis or edi- 
torializing. 

Godwin stuck to that formula on 
the premiere show, giving a factual 
treatment to such topics as the Lib- 
yan and Russian battlefronts, RAF 
raids on Germany, Donald Nelson 
statements regarding production, 
the pending tax legislation, svies, 
labor; -U.- S$. manpower, Willkie and 
a feature yarm about War Bond 
sales, The single institutional plug 
was inserted logically after the 
Donald Nelson item. Godwin’s read- 
ing is authoritative, but uneven, 
Lhe frequent fluffs. His voice is 
ood. 

Probabilities are that the series 
should do the required job reason- 
ably well. Since there’s to be no 
attempt at selling there’s no pres- 
sure for tangible results. The 8-8:15 
nightly time is fair enough, the 
competition being highly variable 
through the week. However, almost 
any or all news programs are sure 
to gather audiences these we. . 

o0o0e, 


EZIO PINZA 

With Eugene Plotnikoff WNYC Sym- 
phony orchestra 

60 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursdays, 8:15 p.m. 

WNYC, New York 

This new U. S. Treasury show for 
selling war bonds was mostly inter- 
esting in that it marked the return 
to public singing of Ezio Pinza, 50- 
year old bass of the Met, and one of 
the greatest. Pinza had not sung 
publicly since his arrest last March 
by the FBI and his subsequent pro- 
longed questioning as an alien. The 
FBI cleared Pinza of all charges 
and released him. 

Pinza opened his part of the pro- 
gram with the ‘Madamina il cata- 
logo e questo’ from ‘Don Giovanni, 
Leporello’s aria, which Pinza does 
not sing except in concert. This is 
regrettable, since opera-lovers would 
have to go to Edward De Reszke to 
find the equal of the bass in power 
and brilliant quality. Pinza also 
sang two English songs, entitled ‘A 
Love Song’ and a Negro spiritual, 
‘Thunderin’ Wonderin,’ which were 
excellent in interpretation and clean- 
cut diction. The latter was worthy 
of a Paul Robeson in interpretation. 
The orchestra was heard in works 
of Weber, Grieg, Herbert and Masse- 
net and played with excellent taste 
and coordination under — 


‘WE BELIEVE’ 
With Frank Black Orchestra, James 

Peterson Chorus, Robert Denton 
Religious 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 4:40 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

‘We Believe’ is a Sunday vespers 
by NBC itself, without tieup of any 
kind. The program consists overs 
whelmingly of religious music hand- 
somely arranged and played by the 
NBC house orchestra under staff 
conductor Black. A narrator, Robert 
Denton, steps in with occasional 
themes of faith. This is an arresting 
idea, having a professional actor 
rather than a divine carry the 
thought. The same technique is to 
be employed by the United States 
Army on its forthcoming shortwave 
service to the troops, ‘Hymns from 
the Churches,’ wherein ‘Chapiain Jim 
(played by Don McLaughlin) will be 
used and not an ordained personage. 

The intermingling of _firstrate 
music and a_ well-trained choral 
group forms a pleasant, non-denom- 
inational presentation whose mes- 
sage is confined to a quote or tw0 
from the Bible and a few phrases 
acceptable to all, or nearly all, lis- 
teners. This time NBC’s narrator 
bespoke what we do not believe in 
this country: (1) that the state 1s 
supreme (2) that any one race is 


superior (3) that democracy is rot- 
ten and doomed. The contrary vir- 





con- | erally a good local sustainer pro- 


gram. Hobe. 


tues were cited as what we did be- 
lieve. 


Land. 
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‘awL MEN ARE CREATED 


UAL’ 

a Clifferd Burdette, Langston 
Hughes, William Smith, Merritt 
Hedgeman, Joe Sullivan, Peter 
Crane, chorus 

30 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Sunday, 3 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 
‘All Men Are Created Equal’ is 
ly by and dedicated to Negroes, 
t’s am impressive program in some 
particularly for a local sus- 
tai.er. But it offers unrealized op- 
rtunities for much better script- 
ing and production. The trouble is 
obviously a limted budget. Even 
with its limitations, however, ‘All 
Men ..re Created Equal’ is a digni- 
fied show. Of course there are 
ironic connotations in a Negro show 
with this title. 

With Clifford eee as om 

e program opens with provocative 
histories quotations about freedom. 
©: the stanza caught Sunday (12) 
a spiritual by the’ chorus followed 
and then there was an interview 
with Langston Hughes, poet, novel- 
ist and playwright. Hughes then 
read some of is verse and William 
Smith, of the cast of the ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ revival, at the Majestic, N.Y. 
uoted from the new Hughes book, 
Y espeare in Harlem.’ Then 
Merritt Hedgeman sang two fine 
spirituals and Joe Sullivan, pianist 
from the Cafe Society, uptown 
nitery, N. Y., played a couple of 
selections spectacularly. 

A foggy dramatic bit about how 
the present will seem to the future 
was next, after which Hedmund 
sang his own song, ‘America Sing,’ 


ani the chorus offered Handel's 
7 ” Harold Weaver, Jr. was 
billed as scripter. Hobe. - 


‘COLUMBIA WORKSHOP’ 
With Chester Stratten, Denna Reade, 
Nathan Van Cleve 
3® Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 16:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
Despite the way CBS has shuffled 
it around the board and skimped its 
budget, ‘Columbia Workshop’ con- 
tinues to be an often amusing and 
provocative program. Having de- 
buted as a Sunday afternoun series, 
‘Workshop’ iater had an extensive 
run Sunday nights, was shifted some 
months ago to Friday nights, and 


‘CHEERS FROM THF CAMPS’ 
by Ted Husing 


Mins. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
Tuesd_y, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 


The contrast between last week's 
(7) show at Camp Robinson, Ar- 
kansas, and the first show from Fort 
Belvoir, Ya., over a month ago is 
the contrast between bare steel 
girders and the .ame construction 
jo’) after the bricklayers and plast- 
erers have done their work. This 
time General Motors and its co- 
p:._tners in the venture, the Army 
and the U.S.O. have got something 
that resembles (1) radio entertain- 
ment, (2) flesh and blood soldiers 
and (3) the color, flavor, tempera- 
ture and racial, social variety of this 
polyglot nation at war. 

The whole production job was 
tighter, better planned, better re- 
hearsed. Sepesiely were the comedy 
touches comical rather than em- 
barrassing. The pace at times had 
the zing of professional talent 
program of the better sort. All in 
all ‘Cheers from the Camps’ proved 
that an amateur lineup need not 
rely upon the ‘ood nature of its 
listeners but is capable instead of 
pleasing, diverting .nd even enthus- 
ing its listeners. Ted Husing, added 
aS permanent travelling emcee, 
hel the improved net result. His 
style and easy, competent, confident 
ways fit the program's needs. But 
simultaneously the apnvlication of a 
lo’ of thought and planning by the 
Henry Souvaine staffers was also 
always clear. in a program 
where two given installments form 
such a vivid -ontrast can progress 
and hard work be so sharply out- 
lined. 

A good deal uf spoofing about the 
soldiers’ romances in town (Little 
Rock) gave the proceedings a run- 
ning theme that was exploited for 
considerable giggles and human in- 
terest. It was unadulterated hokum, 
of course, te have a sergeant pre- 
view his own tune while his sweet- 
heart’s yes or no awaited the end. 
The girl stood by and at the end 
pronounced erself overcome by 
such romantic sentiments publicly 
made. Whereupon the audience 
yelled and hooted and whistled. It 
was that kind of an audience at 
Camp Robinson—noisy. And the 
microphones were smartly brought 
in and up at the suitable moments. 





has now been shoved to Monday 
i Such repeated time changes 
are generally regarded as guaranteed 


to shake off regular listeners. But 
then, ‘Workshop’ has always been 
merely a sustainer. 

As heard Monday night (13), the 


first broadcast in that spot, the show 
was Morton Friedgood’s sly comedy, 
‘Let Me Tell You About My Opera- 
tion,’ a fun-poker at the medical pro- 
fession. Hero, convincingly played 
by Chester Stratton, ‘bruised his 
arm, was taken to the hospital for 
X-ray, almost underwent an appen- 
dectomy by mistake, and finally 
managed to get away from there in- 
tact. Back at the store where he 
was employed, he received the boss’ 
blessing to marry his gal, to get her 
out of the place. 

It was written with a divertingly 
deft touch, neatly directed by Marx 
Loeb and given eloquent musical 

nctuation by Nathan Van Cleve. 

ionna Reade’s portrayal of the 

flighty fiancee was exceptionally 

varied, although the part offered no 

big scenes and little breadth of mood. 
Hobe. 


JOE CONGRESS 
Commentator 

1@ Mins. 
Sastaining 
M-W-F, 4:45 p.m. 
WIZ, New York 

Joe Congress, former foreign cor- 
respondent, who got himself tangled 
with Norman Thomas last year 
while doing a news comment trick 
on WBYN, Brooklyn, has embarked 
on a war angle that could be very 
absorbing. Congress’ handicap in 
his present series is that the color 
and implied excitement of his ma- 
teria] outweighs his speaking voice. 
The theme is the underground move- 
ment in Europe. Congress docu- 
ments his stuff effectively but he 
delivers it in such an off-the-elbow 
way that its grim, grisly texture is 
appreciably blurred. 

In his 10-minute passage of last 
Wednesday (8) Congress gave Nor- 
way as the locale of his narrative. 
Tagged on to each item was the re- 
frain, ‘What can you do with a 
people like that?’ It was his way 
of paying tribute. After several 
Tepetitions the line started to sound 
a little too patly cute for the subject. 

cited a string of incidents 
to demonstrate Quisling’s failure to 
make the Norwegian clergy and 
teachers conform with his masters’ 
new order and how the country’s 
resistance is wearing down the mor- 
ale of the Nazi police. His items 
on the tragic side of this under- 
ground warfare were of deep heart- 
tug significance. 
is understood that the series 
has been given a two-week try on 
WJZ. If it clicks, Congress will be 
given a Blue hookup. Odec. 





Henovan Rowse of the BBC's N_Y. 
Staff having a week's holiday at 
c , Mass. Induilging his hobby 

of oil painting. 


| 


] 
1 





| waltz, ‘City of Dreams.’ 


All audience enthusiasm merged 
with the acts and stunts and talks 
to fill in and fill out the total pk- 
ture of a camp of great inate vigor, 
lustiness and humanness. 


The Army commind at the camp 
and the War Department itself 
shone through briefly, but with 


vrestige. A good c al of smart and 
tactful handling was evident in this 
direction. Indeed, the Army’s own 
showmanship is not conter ptible 
these days. General Motors’ own 
spiel was of its new lightweight 
deisels for the -“avy. 

One soldier born in Germany 
spoke anonymously as Privaie X to 
tell of the torture death of his 
liberal, kindly uncle in Nazidom. 
Serious items such as this keep the 


rogram in focus, since war-making 
is never a picnic and military di- | 


versions are never more than just 
that—temporary distractions from 
tough discipline. A Joe Gottlieb, 
breaking in intermittently with im- 
itations, several excellent, was typ- 
ical of what the draft boards dug 
up. not knowing they were scouting 
entertainment talent. Land. 


FRED ASTAIRE-RITA HAYWORTH 
With Andre Kestelanctz Orchestra. 
30 Mins. 
COCA-COLA 
Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New Yerk 

(D’Arcy) 


This was a tie-up with Columbia 
Pictures for a preview of the 
Jerome Kern score in new Fred 
Astaire-Rita Hayworth  filmusical, 
‘You Were Never Lovelier,’ which is 
still in production. The sponsor got 
the score and the stars, although 
Kern failed te appear after papers 
listing he would. Picture got plugs 
galore. Audience got 
singing, nice music and good enter- 
tainment. The only question mark 


of confining Astaire and Hayworth 
to patter. 
Kosty opened with a 
movea 
Heart’ for 


into 
‘A Song in My 
Baker. showed his versatility 
‘Adios. a rhumba, and finally 
into Kern’s score. Title tune, “You 
Were Never Lovelier’ was intro‘d 
from the Coast by Astaire and Hay- 
worth jn a comedy patter that pur- 
ported to explain the picture's plot. 
Joan Edwards did a so-so chore with 
Tm Old Fashioned’ and the orch 
swung into ‘On the Beam. the As- 


su'ene |What's Going On in Radio 


on the show was the dubious value | 





| 


CBS Shows on DX 


The newest list of advertising- 
supported entertainments being 
shortwaved to the A.E.F. by the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, 
including the new ‘Stage Door 
Canteen’ program which begins 
Aug. 3 for Corn Products, com- 
prises the following: 

Texaco, Tommy Riggs (Swan), 
Major Bowes’ Amateurs (Chrys- 
ler), ‘Stage Door Canteen’ (Corn 





Products), ‘Your Hit Parade’ 
(Luckies), ‘We, the People’ 
(Gulf), ‘Melody Ranch’ (Wrig- 


ley), ‘Take It or Leave It’ (Ever- 
sharp), ‘First Line’ (Wrigley), 
Lux Radio Theatre, ‘The Family 
Hour’ (Prudential), ‘Gay Nine- 
ties’ (U. S. Tobacco), ‘Cheers 
From the Camps’ (Gen. Motors), 
Vaughn Monroe’s Orchestra 
(Camels), Ben Bernie (Wrigley ). 








LIJICE, ILLINOIS, DEDICATION 

With Wendell L. Willkie, Clifton 
Fadiman, Gale Sullivan, Viadimir 
Hurban 

30 Mins. 

Sunday, 5:3@ p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
Let this one stand as a model of 


how to conduct patriotic cere- 
monies. There was ha a line of 
old-style oratozy. Instead “there was 


the bite of sharp, salty phrases, a 
consistent economy of remarks, a 
nice foresight in what the Czechs 
of the Illinois flatlands were asked 
to say. An upward curve of inter- 
est culminated in the address by 
Wendell L. Willkie, the oniy defeat- 
ed presidential candidate in this cen- 
turv who has grown in stature after 
the defeat. 


For the Chicago Sun, for NBC, 
for the Writers War Board, for 
Fadiman, who was a steel girder of 
authority as emeee, the event 
emerged as a master stroke of pro- 
democratic propaganda. Out of the 
fact that Stern Parks Gardens, near 
Joliet, was renaming itself in honor 
of the obliterated Lidice in Czecho- 
Slovakia, there was shaped and pro- 
jected a stunning association of 
ideas. The oneness of liberty and 
freedom, the rebirth principle, the 
refusal of people or ideas or names 


of towns te become extinct on order | 


from sons of blitzes. 
In rapid succession there were re- 


marks from Gale Sullivan, FHA 
official of the state, remarks from 
Czechs, one of whom was a native 


of the old Lidice and who spoke 
only in her native tongue, a Catho- 
lic cleric translating for the audi- 


ence. Messages from President 
Roosevelt, President Benes, Jan 
Masaryk. Finally a personal talk 


by the Czech minister, Viadimir 


Hurban. 


This program could not fail to | 
\leave a vivid mental picture 
|all who listened, Land. 


with 





NO PEW IN SUN OIL 


TOPS THOMAS’ INCOME 





Philadelphia, July 14. 


Lowell Thomas, Sun Oil Com- 
pany’s news commentator, made 
|more money than his bosses last 


| year, 





Viennese | 


J | Mountain 
Kenny | 


with | 


taire dance number, that should be | 


a click. 

To introduce ‘Dearly Beloved, 
the romance tune, Astaire and Hay- 
worth were piped in from the 
Coast. Apparently they were to do 
a patter routine over the music, bui 
line or cue trouble clipped their in- 
treduction. When finally Kenny 
Baker got his cue and started pip- 
ing, the tune and the voice were all 
that mattered, and they were good. 
Then the orch did a nice job on 
‘Wedding in the Spring,’ obviously # 

i number, and Edwards 
and Baker reprised ‘Tm Old Fash- 
ioned’ in a way that really made 
the number sparkle. 





According to figures released last 


week by the Securities and Exchange | 


Commission here last week, Thomas’ 
earnings for 1941 for his Sunoco 
broadcasts were $95,645. J. Howard 


Pew, president of the company, got; 


$63,368, or $32,259 less than hired 


hand Thomas. 


Vice-president J. Edgar Pew, high- | 


est paid Sun Oil Company executive, 
received $83,787, also considerable 
less than the commentator, while 
Joseph N. Pew, another vice-presi- 
dent, got $63,386. 





Denver, July 14 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

As a sidelight on the Rock, 
Radio Council's annual 
Radio Clinic at Western State Col- 
lege in Gunnison, Colorado, fast 
week several well known radio per- 
sonalities were inducted for, inun- 
dated) into the ‘Gunnison Navy.’ 


|Tom Rishworth of NBC, Harriet 
Hester of WLS, Clarence Moore of , 


KOA, Juliet Forbes of the Chicago 


Radio Council, and Robert Hudson | 


and Herman Urschel of the Rocky 
Mountain Council were commis- 
sioned ‘Admirals’ by virtue of navi- 
gating the rapids of the famed Gun- 
nison River high in the Colorado 
Rockies in a fleet of kayaks. 

A fish fry was the main attraction 
at the end of the run—even radio 
men can catch trout in the Gunni- 
son. Judith Waller of NBC shone in 
the laiter department. 

Just wanted ‘Variety’ to have all 
the news. 

Robert Hudson. 

Director, Rocky Mountain Radio 

Council. 


‘G. L JIVE’ 
Dance Program 
15 Mins. 
OWI Shortwave, New York 

Quarter hour is first item in a 
daily hour for overseas garrisons. 
|G. L. (Government Issue) Jive is put 
'together on wax by dubbing excerpis 
from current hot records and uniting 
these with continuity. The selections 


are designed to cater to the younger 
fellows, the bulk of the troops, whose 
rug-cutting in the recent past was 
| performed to bounce numbers. 

The generous cooperation of the 
musicians union, music publishers 
and the recording companies brushes 
laside all legal and copyright hesita- 
|tions. The staff at the Overseas 
| Branch of the Office of War Informa- 
jtion, which produces the quarter 
hour with the cooperation of the sol- 
diers’ newspaper, ‘Yank,’ and the 
War Department, can do whatever its 
ingenuity and immediate practicali- 
| lies permit. 

Nick Ray directs, Charles Smith 
and Newton Olliphant help on the 
continuity, etc. The production adds 
up to entertainment and a plausible 
offering to lonesome young men far, 
far away. Land. 





‘NEWS FROM HOME’ 
30 Mins. 


OWI Shortwave, N. Y. 


This is a big army basket in which 
to carry to the overseas garrisons of 
the United States all sorts of oddities 
not regularly provided by orthodox 
news channels. Purpose here is to 
stress human interest from the seri- 
ous to the frivolous. A gag, for ex- 
ample, was heard about all the old 
rubber stamps being collected from 
the War Department and tossed inte 
\ the salvage drive, with a general 
quoted as gratefully saying “Thank 
|God, rubber stamps are the curse of 
ithe Army. At another moment there 
| were statistics about the winners of 
|medals of honor in this war. 

Heard via records in a studio, this 
military shortwave series on a basis 
of assorted samples seems to have a 
universal interest in folksiness, per- 
isonals, the Three-I baseball league 
land the bush country generally. 
There is an easy admixture of who’s 
running for sheriff in Foulbreath 
| County, Idaho; what Superman is do- 
ing in the newspapers this week, 
|what wags now call the Nazis (sons 
of blitzes). 
| The Rockford, Illinois, city jail 
needs a new lock, the old one being 
so rusty and feeble a toothpick could 
|) open it, but priorities are making it 
tough for the authorities to get a re- 
placement. Irving Berlin’s soldier 
| show has opened and it’s hot. Here 
are some tunes from it. Remember 
the old Hatfield-McCoy feud, fel- 
lows? Well, there’s a son of the Hat- 
fields side by side in the Quarter- 
| master Corps with a modern McCoy. 
That cued the Almanac Singers to 
render a kidding version of this fact, 








| Shortwave Programs For Treops 


(Reviewed From Transcriptions) 





with a feuder saying of Hitler, ‘I 
hate him worse than I do you.’ 

Frequently ‘News from Home’ in- 
cludes remarks by some iocal radio 
station, say Gene Shumate, of KRNT, 
Des Moines, talking about sports or 
social doings or war factory activi- 
ties in the neighborhood. Added, 
too, by a woman’s voice, are mes- 
sages addressed to specific soldiers 
by name. Joe Zilch ‘somewhere in 
the Pacific. Gee, Joe, the baby looks 
just like you, and your wife is well 
and happy and the grandparents are 
ga-ga.’ 

Laurence Hammond. with Connie 
Ernst, has been directing this series 
from scripts provided by Bob New- 
man and produced daily under high 
pressure at the OWI offices. in N.Y. 
The programs are paced somewhat 
slower than regular network long- 
programs. Also enunciation has to 
be consciously sharper. All this, of 
course, to ride the cosmic buzz char- 
acteristic of DX even at its best. 

The program seems an ideal format 
for the Army’s purposes. It is high 
in imagination and in practical pro- 
fessional skills. Land. 





‘COMMAND PERFORMANCE’ 
30 Mins. 
OWI Shortwave, New Yerk 


This is a once-weekly half-hour 
produced by the radio branch of 
the War Department's Bureau of 
Public Relations. It was formerly 
directed in Hollywood by Vick 
Knight, now by Maury Holland. The 
purpose is to use well known the- 
atrical, cinematic and radio stars. 
In outline the program is a typical 
network revue slanted toward the 
overseas camps. 


Program heard included an amus- 
ing routine by Danish mimic Victor 
Borge, in which he detailed the 
difficulties of learning to understand 
spoken English because of the ab- 
sence of punctuation as in written 
English. He then demonstrated his 
theory for verbalizing this lack. his 
sound effects to suggest commas, 
question marks, quotes, colons in a 
reading from Shakespeare being an 
engaging bit of fancy. 

A double talk routine between 
Groucho Marx and Barbara Stan- 
wyck raised some doubts as to how 
it would go over the’ seas. and 
what impression it would make on 
listeners. The answer to that doubt 
may well be that lonesome guys 
aren’t so persnickity as professional 
fault-finders. However, the imprecs- 
sion persisted at several points in 
this program that the dialog was too 
fast and the tempo not slowed down 
enough for best DX results. 


A quickie based on the voices of 
Donald Duck, Goofy and Pluto from 
Walt Disney’s funny noise emporium 
was included. The King's Men got 
very sizzly on ‘Hey, Mabel’, Spencer 
Tracy had a few remarks, Mary Lee 
sang and Lou Forbes conducted what 
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! soldiers’ leisure periods, or between 
|6-10 p.m., at the point of reception, 
A new daily cycle, in other words, 
starts going out every midnight. 

The War Department has various 
cooperating organizations, but chiefly 
}its closest link is to OWI in N. Y. 
The Army sets up the necessary 
|clearances, tieups, secures special 
| waivers with the talent unions and 
copyright owners and whatnot. 

An inventory of United States 
Government radio shortwave pro- 
grams to the armed forces at present 
includes the following: 

‘G-I  Jive’—a daily quarter hour 
of hot music. Produced at the 
Overseas Bureau of the Office of 
War Information in cooperation 
with the soldier. newspaper, ‘Yank’ 
and the Army. Bill Alland credited 
for the suggestion. Nick Ray directs 


and participates in the scripting 
with Charles Smith and Private 
Newton Olliphant of “Yank.” This is 
followed by 

‘News from Heme’ a half hour 


jidea is credited to John Housman, 
producticn head of the Overseas 
| Bureau, OWL and Lou Cowan, of 
the U. S. Army’s Bureau of Public 
Relations, who is permanent liaison 
with OWI for the latter. Larry 
Hammond, with Connie Ernst in as- 
sociation, has directed the series 
until this week, and Robert New- 
(man writes the scripts, the whole 
| being a fairly elaborate, high speed 
| daily production undertaking. This 
half hour is followed by a quarter 
hour— 

‘World News, sa quarter hour, 
which as its caption suggests is 
| OWI!s way of keeping our soldiers 
,and sailors informed from _ the 


was described as Local 47's Com- 

mand Performance Orchestra. 
Land. 

USA. of the war and the inter- 

national situation generally. 

| The three-part daily hour listed 

|above is supplemented by these 


once weekly programs: 


‘Command Perfermance, a week- 
ly hour hour with preminent names, 
mostly Hollywood, now directed by 
Maury Holland. This is wholly 
produced by the Army directly and 
waxes are turned over to OWI for 
feeds. 

‘Grand Stand Seat’ is a quarter 
hour of solid sports gab, Ted Hus- 
ing and Bill Stern alternating for 
the Army. Directed by Jack Har- 
ris of the Army. 


‘Hymns from Home’ 





inet yet in 


production) provides a_ religious 
{program for the troops Frank 
|Hummert who produced ‘Chaplain 
| Jim’ as a daytime serial on domes- 
itic U. S. longwave ‘not sent DX) 
|will provide choristers, etc. The 
|following authorities on sacred 
|music are donating their services: 
Edward Slattery, Catholic: Lazare 
| Saminsky, Jewish; Jorman Coke- 
Jephcote, Protestants. No sermons 


| will be incluued, rather the ‘Chap- 
lain Jim’ character (a professional 
| actor) will be used to give an in- 
| spirational talk. 

Two full hour programs are also 
| shortwaved to the troops each week. 
They are, respectively: 

‘The Army Heer’ which is pro- 
duced in collaboration with NBC 
each Sunday afternoon. 
| “Cheers from the Camps’ the Gen- 
| eral Motor-sponsored Tuesday night 
show on CBS produced by Henry 
Souvaine, Inc., in cooperation with 
the Army and the US.O. These 
originate in training camps in the 
continental U.S.A. 

(Several of the Army-sponsored 
programs are critically reviewed on 
this page (see above). 
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Springfield, Mass., Newspaper Pours 
[re on Petrillo Re Boston Symphony 








Springfield, Mass., July 14. 

The threat of James C. Petrillo, 
A.F.M. head, to make any hall where 
the Boston Symphony appears this 
year ‘forbidden territory’ has _ this 
city in an uproar. Edwin H. Ly- 
man, business agent for the local, 
admitted this week that Petrillo had 
told him he planned to place Munic- 
ipal Auditorium on list if Junior 
League, sponsor of Community Con- 
cert series here, went through with 
plans to bring in the non-union Bos- 
tonians. 

Although concert association has 
already announced Koussevitzky or- 
chestra as result of annual poll, 
executive committee has already 
made tentative agreement with Phil- 
adelphia orchestra for next February 
if Petrillo-Boston dispute is not ironed 
out. Formal vote on issue is due this 
month. 

The Springfield Union in an edi- 
torial titled ‘Racketeering in Music’ 
boiled over in wild language at the 
labor leader. Said the Union: 

‘Music Lovers of Springfield 
are in the embarrassing position 
of having to yield to arbitrary 
dictation from a New York (sic) 
labor racketeer and cancel a 
concert of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra or ignore his pre- 
sumptious orders and thereafter 
forego appearances of union mu- 
sicians under any local sponsor- 
ship.’ y 

‘So the people of Springfield 
must take orders from this ruth- 
less boss, or else. They may 
listen only to such artists and 
musicians as will pay tribute to 
Petrillo. This self-inflated czar 
of the musical world can veto 
our choice because that group 
has the temerity not to join 
Petrillo’s union and contribute 
to his racket. To challenge the 
effrontery of this totalitarian 
concept is to invite reprisals. 
You will go without union music 
altogether. 

‘The name and the method of 
Petrillo are reminiscent of one 
of the blackest, most shameful, 
most intolerable chapters in the 
history of American democracy. 
The Petrillos thrived during pro- 
hibition; they got away with 
murder, because they had the 
effrontery and ruthlessness to 
eonduct their rackets against all 
the laws of decency and justice. 
‘There is no right, legal or moral, 
for this blatant highhandedness. 
The Boston orchestra has the 
right not to join a union. The 
people of Springfield have a 
right to hire a non-union orches- 
tra and they should be protected 
in that right. Neither Petrillo 
nor anybody else has any justi- 
fication beyond pure greed for 
power and gain to dictate terms 
under which a community may 
listen to the artists and musi- 
cians they prefer. 

‘Gristle backed politicians 
have permitted unscrupulous 
power-bloated union racketeers 
to spread totalitarian poison 
among us. It is the same device 
that Hitler is using in Europe. 
It has no place in a democracy.’ 





Baltimore Sun’s Rap 
Baltimore, July 14. 

Assailing as ‘outrageous’ James C. 
Petrillo’s recent move forcing NBC 
to cancel the regular summer en- 
Bagement of the boys’ and _ girls’ 
orchestra of the National Music 
Camp, The Morning Sun asserted 
here editorially yesterday (13) that 
this ‘is bound to add support to bills 
already pending in Congress which 
would put Mr, Petrillo back in his 
place under the laws forbidding 
monopolies and restraints of inter- 
state trade.’ 

“ditorial was entitled ‘Mr. Peirillo 
Strikes Another Blow at Music.’ 


RAPEE PASSES BORDER 
AFTER A CHALLENGE 


Toronto, July 14. 

Enroute to conduct the Toronto 
Philharmonic, Erno Rapee, of Radio 
City, ran into trouble at the border 
with Canadian immigration men 
when he was unable to produce a 
Passport. 

U. S. Coast Guard card with iden- 
tifying photograph and fingerprints 
finally sufficed. 








The Navy Lands Safely 


Detroit, July 14. 

More attention was focused on 
a gob than on the orchestra 
when the Detroit Symphony 
opened its annual outdoor sea- 
son in the Belle Isle shell. The 
sailor was paddling a canoe in 
the lagoon next to the shell 
when the orchestra opened up 
with the national anthem, 

It posed a fine dilemmia for the 
gob. One of the first rules of 
navigation is never stand up in 
a canoe. But ‘The Star Span- 
gled Banner’ was being played 
and Navy rules call for stand- 
ing at attention. 

The sailor hesitated only a mo- 
ment then steadied the canoe, 
balanced himself with the pad- 
dle and stood up. He wobbled 
dangerously several times dur- 
ing the playing of the anthem. 
When the orchestra finished the 
sailor sat down and a sigh of 
relief went up from the audi- 
ence. 


Karin Branzell Joins Met 
Quartet of Josie Antoine, 
Brownlee and Fred Jagel 


Karin Branzell opens a tour of 
Canada starting in October in Van- 
couver, B. C., as contralto with 
Metropolitan Opera quartet consist- 
ing of herself, Josephine Antoine, 
John Brownlee and Frederick Jagel. 
She will make a_ cross-country 
tour with the quartet. 

She appears solo with the Tren- 
ton Symphony Dec. 8 before rejoin- 
ing the Met for her 20th season 
there. She also is scheduled to ap- 
pear with the Chicago Opera Co. 
in November. 

















Alex Brailowsky Stays 
In So. America Till Fall 


Rio de Janeiro, July 14. 


Alexander Brailowsky, Russian 
pianist, has just completed 25 con- 
certs in a six weeks’ tour of the Ar- 
gentine and Brazil. The pianist 
played six concerts at the Teatre 
Colon, all of which were sold out. 
Brailowsky gave 10 concerts at the 
Municipal Opera House in Rio. He 
had two commercial broadcasts in 
Sao Paulo and another concert in 
Santos, Brazil. 

He continues his Latin-American 
tour heading west, and returns to the 
U. S. in October. 





Pons Big in Montreal 





Montreal, July 14. 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanets 
concert at the 9,600-seater Forum 
here Tuesday (7) brought a packed 
house of 10,000 for the evening pay- 
ing prices from 60c to $4 and grossed 
$12,000 for a near-record here for a 
one-night stand. 

The coloratura sang a wide reper- 
torie from the ‘Lakme’ Bell song 
and Caro Nome to Donizetti arias, 
a Strauss waltz and Estrelita and 
had a job begging off from a fren- 
zied audience. 


RUSH CLASSICAL 
DISCS TO BEAT 
AFM. BAN 


Anticipating and seeking to beat 
both the edict of James C. Peirillo 
barring further recordings after July 
31, and the possibility of a formal 
Government demand for sheilac con- 
servation via recordings, both Victor 
and Cclumbia, during the past weeks 
have been recording their classical 
artists and their pops (see story page 
41) at a greater pace than ever be- 
fore. 

Since the middle of June, Rise 
Stevens, Lily Pons, Andre Kostel- 
enetz, Lauritz Melchior, Astrid Var- 
nay, Lotte Lehmann, Bruno Walter, 
Adolph Busch, Edward Kilenyi, 
Rudolf Serkin, Egon Petri, Salvatore 
Baccaloni and Grace Moore are 
among those who have recorded. 
This past week, Victor recorded 
Miss Moore in ‘Il est doux’ from 
‘Herodiade’ and the ‘Gavotte’ and 
‘Adieu notre petite table’ from 
‘Manon,’ a Debussy song, and an 
album of American songs which 
were all requests from _ soldiers. 
Baccaloni, in two recording sessions, 
cut 10 masters of Italian songs for 
future release. 

Both companies are stocking up on 
releases over a year in advance to 
be prepared for any eventuality. 











Artur Schnabel, pianist, Opens a 
tour of 30 dates Nov. 1 in Newark. 
Among some of the veteran’s im- 
portant engagements are those in 
Chicago, Ann Arbor, St. Louis, Pitts- 
burg and Boston. He also will make 
some joint appearances with Bronis- 
lav Hubermann. Schnabel’s price is 
$1,000. 





Roland Gundry, violinist, opens a 
fall concert tour in Boston, Oct. 30. 
He will give a N. Y. recital Nov. 6. 

Violinist will make 25 appear- 
ances till March 18, when he closes 
his tour in Manitowoc, Wis. He sells 
for $500 per concert. 





Uneven Singing and Boxoffice Mark 
Second Week at Cincinnati Opera 





Cincinnati, July 14. 
‘B. O. receipts continued to lag 
close to 20% under par for the second 
week of the Cincinnati summer 


opera with three new works pre- 
sented. Operas given were ‘Elisir 
D’Amore,’ ‘Manon,’ and ‘Trovatore.’ 

The ‘Elisir D’Amore’ was not a 
good performance. Bidu Sayao as 
Adina was outstanding vocally and 
dramatically but Angelo Pilotto as 
Dulcamara fell far below the inter- 
pretation of Salvatore Baccaloni and 
Ezio Pinza, his two immediate pre- 
decessors in the role. Bruno Landi’s 
exquisite piano work in ‘Quanto e 
Bella’ and ‘Una Furtiva Lagrima’ 
saved the opera from being a fiasco 
and redeemed the tenor’s previous 
‘Traviata.’ Fausto Cleva held pro- 
ceedings with a firm hand in the pit. 

‘Manon,’ given Tuesday, July 7, 
also failed to charm, mostly due to 
Jan Kiepura’s ignoring of his fellow 
artists and his persistent singing to 
the gallery. The tenor’s ‘Le Reve’ 
was a highly credible bit of singing 
but it was sung right at the audience 
and not at Manon. The ‘Ah fuyez’ 
had brilliant top ‘B’ flats which were 
held far beyond good musical taste. 
Jarmila Novotna makes a charming 
lovely Manon who just does not 
possess the brilliance of voice re- 
quired by the role. The ‘Adieu notre 
petite table,’ being in the middle of 
her voice, went best. Claudio Fri- 
gario, a vocally dry Lescaut, and 





Lorenzo Alvary an excellent sound- 


ing Des Grieux Sr. rounded out the 
principals. Again, Cleva scored with 
the orchestra. 

‘Trovatore,’ given Wednesday (8) 
was held together mostly by the 
brilliant singing of Giovanni Martin- 
elli. The tenor sounded his way with 
a tremendous ‘B’ flat on the open- 
ing serenade, ‘Deserto sulla Terra,’ 
but it remained for ‘A si ben Mio’ 
with its .great power, magnificent 
line, brilliant quality and fine breath 
control to show what Martinelli 
could do. The ‘Di Quella Pira’ con- 
cluded with two rousing ‘B’ naturals 
won the veteran tenor a tremendous 
ovation. Greta Stueckgold’s voice 
is on the wane, and in her arias she 
fell far short of her former efforts, 
especially on shrill, under pitch top 
tones. 

John De Surra delivered an okay 
‘Tl balen,’ and Kerstin Thorborg’s 
Azucena was dramatically fine, but 
vocally a bit short on top and bot- 
tom. Lorenzo Alvary won an ova- 
tion for excellent singing in the first 
act. Cleva again was the conductor 
who made much of the music. 


This week’s performances are: 
Sunday (12) and Thursday (16), 
‘Lucia,’ with Nino Martini, Hilde 


Reggiani, John De Surra and Lo- 
renzo Alvary; Tuesday (14) and Fri- 
day (17), ‘Aida,’ with Greta Stueck- 
gold, Kerstin Thorborg, Harold Lin- 
di and Angelo Pilotto; Wednesday 
(15) and Saturday (18), ‘Carmen,’ 
with Coe Glade, Jan Kiepura and 





Alexander Sved., 


Hurok’s 12 Attractions Foresee 
$850,000 Gross in Coming Season 





With the arrival of July, under 
ordinary circumstances the major 
concert bureaus have completed 
90% of their fall bookings. This year, 
with the exception of S. Hurok, they 
are far behind due to the uncer- 
tainty of bookings in many colleges 
and unwillingness of many coastal 
cities to risk the outlay of thousands 
of dollars in concert fees which may 
have to be cancelled out due to any 
possible war emergency. 

Hurok, however, has completed 
over 90% of his bookings and is vir- 
tually finished with the exception of 
jump dates. His 12 attractions will 
take in some $850,000 on the busi- 
ness he has booked for them so far 
ranging from $8,000 to $300,000 for 
each. All the other major bookers 
have completed only 30 to 60% of 
their schedules for 42-43. 

Biggest attraction is the Ballet 
Theatre, currently in Mexico, where 
it appeared in the Spanish version 
of ‘The Three Musketeers’ and 
where new repertoire is being pre- 
pared. The Ballet opens at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y., 
Oct. 5 and is booked solid to April 
29, playing 153 dates at an average of 
$2,000 a date. Four new ballets by 
Anton Dolin, Leonide Massine, 
Antony Tudor and Michel Fokine are 
in preparation. 


Marian Anderson’s Dates 


Hurok’s second biggest money 
maker is Marian Anderson who is 
now set for $140,000 in bookings 
starting Oct. 17 in Hampton, Va., 
and running to April 4 with the 
month of December out for a rest. 
The colored contralto has 61 dates 
at $2,000 average plus three summer 
engagements at Lewisohn Stadium, 
the Philadelphia Dell and Ocean 
Grove as well as radio appearances, 
Last season she played 78 engage- 
ments, her own record breaker for 
a $175,000 gross. 

Next on the list is Jan Peerce who 
will open his concert tour at Green- 
boro, N. C., Oct. 5. The tenor has 45 
engagements to April 19 when he 
closes in Asheville, N. C. He will 
appear with the San Francisco, Chi- 
cago and Metropolitan Opera com- 
panies and is set for the Celanese 
radio show which pays him $750 
weekly, 

Peerce’s $90,000 


All told Peerce, who sells from 
$750-$1,000 in concert will gross over 
$90,000. 

The Don Cossacks under Serge 
Jaroff are next in line with an es- 
timated $75,000 gross from Sept. 25 
in Wilkes Barre to Galveston, 
Texas, March 15, They sell for $850 
and will play 89 engagements and 
may make a film for Metro while on 
the Coast in December and January. 

The tour of the Philadelphia 
Opera Co. will gross about $75,000 
with 35 dates set on a six week tour 
opening in Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 23. 
They sell between $2,000 and $2,250. 

Carmen Amaya will do some $60, 
000 playing in the Ed Wynn show 
through the summer and Opening 
Oct. 14 in Detroit and playing 68 
dates to Feb. 12. She is dickering 
with Paramount -and may go to the 
Coast for a part in ‘For Whom the 
Bell Tolls.’ She sells between $750 
and $1,250. 


Rubinstein Opens Sept. 4 


Artur Rubinstein plays the Holly- 
wood Bowl Sept. 4 and 5 but opens 


his regular tour Oct. 27 in New 
Haven and closes May in Palo 
Alto, Cal. after 56 dates. He also 


plans to make a flying trip to Cuba 
in December for appearances with 
the Havana Philharmonic and will 
play with the N. Y. Philharmonic, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh symphonies. Rubinstein sells 
for $1,000. 

Ruth Draper, monologist, who is 
devoting the majority of her time to 
British War Relief and the Red 
Cross will make a short tour open- 
ing Jan. 10 in Waterbury, Conn., and 
closing March 14 in Huntington, Va. 
She plays 25 dates at $750 and will 
total about $20,000 for the year. 

Jacques Cartier, the ‘One Man 
Theatre,’ opens a 27 date tour in 
Sheboygan, Wis., Jan. 15 and closes 
April 11 in San Francisco with a 
take of $20,000 on an asking price 
of $750. 

Mischa Elman opens at Carnegie 
Hall, Oct. 23 and plays 13 dates to 
Feb. 10 in Albany at $1,000 per or 
$13,000. 

Isaac Stern, violinist, opens in 
Cincinnati Oct. 29 and plays 22 en- 
gagements to April 8 in Appleton, 
Wis., at $400 or about $8,000. 





Lastly, Blanche Thebom, mezzo- 





soprano, opens in Oakland, Nov, 29 
and plays 21 dates to Feb. 24 when 
she closes in Toledo. She averages 
$400 or $8,000. 

Four Hurok artists will also ap. 
pear on the Town Hall Endowment 
Series, these being Marian Ander. 
son, Peerce, Elman and Rubinstein, 





‘Lemay Into Air Force; 


Founded Symph Orch 
In Duluth Decade Ago 





Duluth, July 14. 


The Duluth Symphony orchestra 
is in the market for a new con- 


, ductor, at least for the duration, 


Paul Lemay who has been at the 
helm of the orchestra since it was 
founded a decade ago has been com- 
missioned a captain in the army air 
force and is now in training at 
Miami. Lemay flew for the R.AF, 
in the last war. 

Despite the departure of the man 
who has built a first rate orchestra 
out of a handful of professional and 
business men; orchestra will con- 
tinue with its plans for a gala 
10th sanniversary season. Solo- 
ists engaged include Albert Spald- 
ing, violinist; Anne Brown, soprano, 
who sang in ‘Porgy and Bess’; Igor 
Gorin; baritone; Elsa Anneke, Dul- 
uth pianist, who appeared with the 
St. Louis, Minneapolis and CBS or- 
chestras; and Myrtle Wolsfeld, con- 
certmistress of the Duluth orchestra, 

Lemay came to Duluth in 1932 
while serving as assistant to Eugene 
Ormandy when Ormandy was con- 
ductor of the Minneapolis orchestra, 
The Duluthians were then rehears- 
ing in an old stable. Lemay attended 
Minneapolis rehearsals in the am., 
took the 150-mile trainride in the 
afternoon, met with the local musi- 
cians at night, then took the milk 
train back to the Mill City. It was 
a strenuous job until, in 1935, he 
severed his associations with the 
Ormandy troupe and took up per- 
manent residence here. 


SERGE RACHMANINOFF’S 
FIRST AL FRESCO DATE 


* 
Hollywood, July 14. 

Serge Rachmaninoff, 70 year old 
composer-pianist, will make his first 
outdoor appearance in his quarter 
century before the American public 
on July 17 and 18 at the Bowl, when 
he appears as soloist with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic under Vladi- 
mir Bakaleinikoff. 

Other NCAC contractees to make 
Bowl appearances will be Edwin 
McArthur, who will conduct the or- 
chestra in late August and early 
September, Joseph Szigeti, who ap- 
pears Sept. 1, under conductor 
Georg Szell, Donald Dickson, Aug. 
5, Dusolina Giannini and Richard 
Bonelli who appear in joint operatic 
concert on July 21 and 22. 


Lakeside, Ohio, Bookings 


Sandusky, O., July 14. 

One of the oldest chautauquas in 
the country got under way early 
this month at Lakeside. Highlights 
of schedule follow: 

July 18, Hagerstown, Md., A Ca- 
pella Choir. 

July 23, The Commodores, Chicago 
male quartet. 

July 25, Neff, ‘Master of Mystery.’ 

July 28, Concert by WJR, Detroit 
soloists. 

Aug. 1, Canton, Ohio, Junior Sym- 
phony. 

Aug. 4, WGAR, Cleveland, talent 
with Walberg Brown. 

Aug. 5, ‘Merchant of Venice,’ with 
Jack Rank. 

Aug. 8, Orpheus Male Chorus, 
Cleveland. 

Aug. 14, Stratford Players, “Tam- 
ing of the Shrew.’ 

Aug. 15, Ypsilanti Symphony Or- 
chestra. 

Aug. 21, Cabin Folks from WJR, 
Detroit. 

Aug. 22, Dr. Harlan Tarbell, ma- 
gician. 

Aug. 29, Cleveland -Women’s Or- 
chestra. 
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Disc Firms Pile Up Releases In 
Petrillo July 31 Ban 





Anticipation of 


There is night and day activity in 
the phonograph recording studios as 
the companies near the July 31 dead- 
jine set by James C. Petrillo of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Nobody knows how complete will be 
the threatened shut-down of the 


whole wax industry, but meantime 
the cutters are piling up a backlog 
of near ing and everything. 
Music publishers find companies 
ready to record any song upon as- 
surance it’s intended for radio ex- 
ploitation in the fall. Disc firms see 
themselves supplied commercially 
well into December by this strategy. 
As for the drastic edict, many re- 
cording artists are in sympathy with 
the general idea of cOntrolling the 
manner in which their discs are 
used, but under the existing copy- 
right law there is no way to curb or 
limit usage to the home. 
When the 1909 Copyright Act was 
there was no foresight on 
radio, jukeboxes, mechanical players. 
etc., and it was just assumed that the 
home phonographs would be the 
market. The legend, ‘for home use 
only,’ placed on all discs means noth- 
ing, however, since the wax com- 
panies can’t enforce this prohibition. 
The National Association of Perform- 
ing Artists (NAPA) made a losing 
fight of this, under Maurice Speiser’s 
legal advice, and was defeated on 
the premise that the interpretive ar- 
tist couldn’t establish a supplemen- 
iary copyright on top of a basic copy- 
right. 





802 Feels The Pinch - 

James C. Petrillo’s edict against 
recordings for commercial use is not 
being wholly welcomed by . New 
York musicians. Expected é@ffects, 
ef course, will more strongly hit 
name bands whose going has always 
been hypoed via the jukebox but 
musicians of Local 802 expect to bear 
a heavy brunt too. The many union 
members comprising various bands 
that play local niteries and dance 
dates throughout the city will miss 
the lucrative side-source of revenue 
afforded through the recording busi- 
ness. 





Army Peeved at Petrillo 


Fort Riley, Kan., July 14. 

A local morale official was sound- 
ing off on the Petrillo anti-jukebox 
edict, and wondered why, ‘of all 
times, the AFM had to go into a 
proposition such as this, at this fme. 
He thought that, for the duration 
certainly, it should have been side- 
tracked. According to him: 

‘For one thing, those coin machines 
at our various camp canteens, or the 
jukebox in the lumch wagons near 
the camp, are the sole musical diver- 






Music Strike 


ontinued from page 1 


being formed. Petrillo is reported 
as convinced that NBC and Co- 
lumbia, with their allied phonograph 
record and transcription interests, 
are sparkplugging the united indus- 
try front that is being formulated 
in Chicago right now by the direc- 
torate of the National Association of 
Broadcasters. 


His action of last Saturday (1i) in 


ordering the cancellation of the 
broadcast from the Interlochen 
(Mich.) musie camp regarded 


as being influenced by this, even 
though it has been the AFM’s policy 
to discourage the pickup of ama- 
teur musical groups, 

Another factor deemed of marked 
Significance was the interjection of 
the N. Y. Times within recent days 


$$ 


James C. Petrillo, AFM prez, 
yesterday (Tuesday) called on 
NBC and the Blue Network to 
immediately cease feeding the 
services of remote dance bands 
to KSTP, St. Paul, which has 
for several weeks been engaged 
im a contract controversy with 
the St. Paul local. Indications 
late yesterday (Tuesday) were 
that NBC, of which KSTP is an 
affitiaie, would refuse io comply 
with Petrillo’s order. 

Mark Woods, president of the 
blue, wired Petrillo in Chicago 
that he couldn’t understand why 
the Blue was included in the 
order since that network had no 
relations with KSTP. The main 
point of the argument between 
KSTP and the St. Paul local con- 
cerns a clause guaranteeing em- 
ployment of musicians through- 
Out the year. NBC seems to be 
inclined to back up KSTP on this 
particular issue. 











in the AFM-recording issue. The 
Times twice editorially blasted Pe- 
trillo, with the paper using his 
stand on recording and ban on the 
Interlochen hroadcast as a spring- 
board for airing its well-known op- 
position to the fact that labor unions 
are immune from laws against re- 
straint of trade. The Times in its 
ecitorials also more than once 
linked Petrillo’s name with the word 
‘dictator.’ 
A Shewdewn? 

As the conflict takes on heat it is 
expected that pressure groups will 
progressively flock to either side and 
that Petrillo will find himself facing 
the most searing barrage of his 
career as a labor leader. Ever since 








tissement. The complaint against 
jukeboxes in pubs and taverns an 
saloons also hits servicemen because, 
while they’re considered out-of- 
bounds, in most cases the Army has 
no objections to those who take an 
eccasional beer—and certainly the 


jukebox there, too, falls within the | Portunity. 
same category as the coin machines | 


in or near the sundry camps.’ 


Walkathon Hires Union 
Negro Band to Replace 
Whites in Pay Tiff 
Operators of the’ Walkathon at 


the Riverside Stadium last week ex- 
Pressed its peeve against the of- 








ficers of Local 161, American Federa- | 


tion of Musicians, in an odd way. 
When Local 161, representing white 
musicians, hiked the price of its 
members playing the spot, the Walk- 
athon operators got in touch with 
the colored local and hired a re- 
Placement contingent, but pre- 
Sumably paying the same scale. 

The officers of Loqal 161 have re- 
ferred the matter to the federation’s 
home office for investigation. 


Hammond Plays Name 
Orchestras on Sunday 


Hammond, Ind., July 14. 
_Array of name bands has been 
med up for the special Sunday 
shows at the Paramount in this city. 
In the schedule are Bob Strong 
Orch, July 12; Baron Elliott, July 19: 


Welk, Aug. 9: Tiny Hill, Aug. 16: Les 


en Aug. 23; and Sonny Dunham, 





qd} quarters in broadcasting have indi- 
jeated that they would welcome a 
| test to the finish with the American 


} 


} servers 


ie Masters, Aug. 2; Lawrence 


the victory over ASCAP several 


Federation of Musicians. Trade ob- 
believe that these broad- 
casters are about to receive this op- 
Meanwhile the recording com- 
| panies themselves are sitting pat and 
inot even by gesture showing an in- 
terest in approaching Petrillo be- 





ifore July 31,, the deadline for his 
| shutdown on recording work for | 
| AFM members. Some of the re-| 
| corders feel that what with the Gov- 
ernment gradually tightening ma- 
terial restrictions for their industry 
the closure from the union side won't 
make any difference after all. An 
executive of one of the record com- 
panies wisecracked Monday (13) that | 
he wouldn’t be ‘surprised if the War | 
| Production Board beat Petrillo to the | 
knockout punch.’ 
policy of sitting tight the phonograph 
record companies seem to be cher- 
ishing the belief that Petrillo will, 
for some tactical reason, extend the 
deadline for 30 days. 

In the broadeast sector there pre- 
vails a suspicion that Petrillo will 
use the difficulties now being ex- 
perienced between some of his local 
unions and network affiliates, such 


ville, to expedite the crossing of 
arms between the AFM and radio. 
Officials for two of the networks 





as KSTP, St. Paul, and WSIX, Nash- 


JAM SESSIONS ASSURE 
PARTICIPANTS GRIEF 


Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Clair Meeder, president of Local 
60 of Musicians Union, issued an- 
other warning last week against its 
members, as well as visiting bands- 
men, taking any part in late spot 
jam sessions around town. Any of 
the tooters caught in the act from 
now on, according to Meeder, will 
be faced with immediate. suspen- 
sion, 

Town has a flock of chartered 
clubs, most of which are open all 
night, and they're early a.m. spas 
for the orchestra beys, particularly 





those playing the Stanley with 
Rame bands. One well-known 
maestro who recently filled an en- 


gagement at the WB deluxer gave 
customers at a local oasis a three- 
hour solo for three nights running 
on his visit to town. 

Warning from Meeder about a 
year ago against the jamsters 
brought results for a few months. 
Recently the. boys have been getting 
lax again. 


AFM’S 20%, TILT 
IDEA FOR BWAY 
VAUDFILMERS 


Stageshow houses on Broadway, 
embracing the Music Hall, Para- 
mount, Roxy and Strand, have been 
served with demands for a reported 
20% increase in scale for musicians 
by Local 802, American Federation 
of Musicians, N. Y. These theatres 
have been going along under a so- 
called gentlemen's agreement, pay- 
ing musicians $105 a week. 

While understood the four big 
N. Y. pix deluxers were asked for a 
20% boost, an official of Local 802 
refuses to confirm this, saying that 
the union wants an increase but 
has not indicated the amount. Under 
the $105 scale, musicians work seven 
days and do 30 shows, any additional 
performances being overtime. 

A meeting will probably be held 
with the musicians within a week or 
10 days following the return from 
vacation of Robert M. Weitman. 
managing director of the Par. That 
theatre and the Strand play stage- 
bands, while the Hall and Roxy have 
permanent pit crews. 

State, only other major stageshow 
house on Broadway, has a contract 
with the musicians at a scale lower 
than $105, being classed as a vaude- 
ville theatre. 








D.C.’s 160% Wage Tilt 
Washington, July 14. 

Theatre managers, film and legit, 
are preparing to huddle with Mu- 
Sicians Union on new contracts. Un- 
derstood that the melody makers 
will ask for a 10° increase, the hike 
going for picture houses, the Gay- 
ety (burlesque) and the National 
(legitimate). 

Capitol (Loew’s) and Earle (WB) 
are only downtown film theatres 
employing pit- bands. Im the past 
union contracts have been subject of 
long negotiation but indications are 
that agreement for new paper will 





Gas Stations Won't 


Sell to Bestor: 





Phil Harris on Interstate 


San Antonio, July 13. 
Phil Harris and his orchestra and 
a supporting cast of entertainers will 
tour the Interstate Circuit im a spe- 
eial musical revue starting on 
Aug.10. | 
Booked by Charles Freeman. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 
NAMES AID 
BOND IDEA 


Cleveland, July 14. 

Guest bandmasters at the Palace, 
which is averaging a name orches- 
tra per week this summer, are co- 
operating with the RKO de luxer by 
climbing aboard the War Bond 
Bandwagon visuo-broadcasts held on 
the theatre’s stage every Friday 











opening days. Ajired 
shows are part of the regular first 
evening performance, not necessitat- 
ing much extra work on the part of 


Harris ' with their crews have par- 
ticipated in etherized theatre pro- 
grams, plugging sale of War Bonds. 


refused to cooperate after learning 
it was for ‘Uncle Whiskers.” 

Lobby sales of bonds and stamps 
have been so encouragingly high. 
simce the series started, that Pope in- 
tends continuing it through summer 
with other name bands dated. These 
consist of Clyde Lucas for week of 
July 17; Tommy Dorsey, July 24: 
Laurence Welk, July 31 





ke reached this year without dif- 


Booker Complains of Late Start 


Philadelphia, July 14. 

The gas shortage gave Don Bestor 
a frenzied interlude last Saturday 
evening (11) but he personally man- 
aged to make his spot for the night, 
the Brookline Country Club, a half 
hour beyond the stipulated starting 
time. James Tyson, booker of 
dances at the club, later complained 
that he had had to return admis- 
sions to quite a number of couples 
who objected to the tardiness. 

Bestor, who was stopping at a 
hotel 10 miles from the club, had 
already sent on a group of his mu- 
Sicians in one of the cars when he 
discovered that his tank was empty. 
After he and other members of the 
band a¢companying him tried with- 
out success to locate a service sta- 
tion that would sell them gas, Bestor 
phoned the country elub and asked 
one of his bandmen there to come 
back and pick him up. The Bestors 
at the club meanwhile kept the cus- 
tomers entertained with a jam ses- 
sion. 

Bestor made up for the delay by 
staying on the job four and a half 
hours. 


GAS SKIMP TO 
HAVE QUICK 





It was learned from the New York 
office of the OPA Monday (13) that 
musicians, using pleasure cars, will 
likewise be limited to B cards. 


Miami Midget Ante 
Track Converted to 
Dancing Pavilion 


Miami, July 14. 








ficulty. 
Some murmuring and grumbling 
over proposed raise and, in ome case 


a threat of operating non-union, not 
taken seriously. Washington amuse- 


ment industry is 99% organized. 
Only dissenter is one 9th street film | 
house, which employs non-union 


picture operator and stagehand. It 
has never been picketed. } 
Principal irritation of union mu- | 
sicians in this area is piped-in musie } 
in hotels and night clubs. After the | 
transcription battle has been re- | 
solved, likely that something will be | 


done to curb the mechanical music | 





in spots employing card musicians. 





Louisville Slant 


Even with this Stocks on Hand Weaken 


Club Dances to 


on Petrillo Ban 


His Position—Musicians 


a Jukebox, Too 





Louisville, July 14. 

Ukase of James C. Petrillo anent 
the A. F. M. ruling forbidding the 
130,000 members of the musicians’ 
union to make transcriptions and 
recordings for coin operated phono- 
graphs after August 1, is not being 
taken very seriously by local opera- 
tors and record dealers. Concensus 
of opinion that Petrillo will come out 





yesterday (Tuesday) expressed 
themselves as actually prepared for 
such a stroke. 





PROLIFIC STOLZ 


Robert Stolz, Viennese composer, 


rice Co., 
eretta set for Broadway preem next 
Season. 





ithan home 
| stock of 100,000 records on hand, and 
lwill be able to supply the trade for 


a loser in the effort to clamp dowr 
on the making of records for other 
use. One shop has a 


months to come. Others are of the 


'opinion that while name bands can- 
has nine tunes placed with E. B. | not make the records for juke boxes 
I-Marks in New York and Peter Mau- | and radio stations after Aug. 1, there 
in London, plus a new op-|isa plentful supply on hand for some 
| time. 
‘name bands 


Local operators say that if 
are not evailable that 


other bands will be substituted, and | 
take the place of the popular names 
in time. } 

Town now has some 700 juke, 
boxes, operated by 40 or 50 owners. | 
placed in various spots oh per- 
centage. Adam Steubling, secretary 
of A. F. M. local No. 11 said “There 
are a number of spots around Louis- 
ville that could afford to employ 
musicians instead of using a juke 
box. His (Petrillo’s) major objection 
to juke boxes is that proprietors of 
places where they are installed get 
50% of machine receipts and the 
publie has to pay for its own musi- 
cal entertainment.’ 

Critics are jeering local musicians’ 
club, operated by local No. 11, has a 


| panded 


| musical 





juke box jin its hall, and does not 
employ live musicians for dancing 





and drinking. 


A crowd that taxed capacity at- 
tended the opening last Saturday 


| might (11) of the All-American Me- 


tropolis, open-air 
west of the city.. This is to be ex- 
into a_ general © outdoor 
amusement park, with a wide vwa- 


dancing resort 


[riety of concessions. 


Owners have transformed the 
former midget automobile racetrack. 
Dance floor is for 400 couples. Band- 
shell, two circular bars and an in- 
door pavilion are included. For the 
present the resort will be open on 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 


| nights with dancing and stage show, 


and Sunday nights with chicken and 


'steak dinners. 


Musie is by Michael Marvin's or- 
chestra. Discount prices are given 
service men and special transporta- 
tion is furnished. I. T. Blowt, 
former county zoning director, is 
general manager. Financial backers 
are the former Mrs. Lucy Cotton 
Thomas Magraw, one-time owner of 
Deauville Casino, Miami Beach, and 
her husband, an Italian nobleman, 
who is interested in various Miami 
enterprises. 


Davis Wants Instruments 
For War Prisoners 


Meyer Davis ts chairmaning a 
national YMCA committee to raise 
instruments for use by 
United Nations prisoners of war heid 
in Japanese controlled territory. In- 
struments will be forwarded by 
World’s Alliance of the YMCA’s, an 
international organization which 
serves prisoners of both Axis and 
United Nations. 

Drive tees off next week and is 
iooking for instruments from non- 
pros as well as musicians. 








a 


ill 
TE 
: 




















poh ed me ese 





~- + naeng = 











Ht 


es 


SoS 








re es ee as - 





42 


ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 15, 1942 





Duchin Big $48,000 in Chi; Mcintyre 
Plus Boswell, Adler, Fine 476 in N.Y.; 
Kaye Hypos Buff. Take to $20,000 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Will Bradley, New York (State; 
3,450; 39-44-55-75-99-$1.10) — With 
Cynda Glenn on stage, ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
(M-G) (2d run) on screen. A very 
nice week of close to $28,000 indi- 
cated. Picture was brought in here 
only seven days after it had gone 
two weeks at che Capitol first-run, 
where it did well the first week but 
only fairish on the holdover. 


Tommy Dorsey, Detroit (Michi- 
gan; 4,000; 40-55-65)—With ‘This Gun 
for Hire’ (Par). Film well liked, but 
Dorsey accounting for major share 
in hefty $47,000 draw. 

Eddy Duchin, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75)—With ‘Big Shot’ 
(WB). Duchin is the big draw and 
shooting take to wow $48,000. 

Phil Harris, Cleveland (Palace; 3,- 
700; 35-40-45-55-70 )—With ‘The Mag- 
nificent Dope’ (20th). Harris crew 
hypoing take to good $18,000. 

Hal McIntyre, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99) — With 
Connee Boswell and Larry Adler on 
stage, ‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
(Par) on screen. Completed first 
week last night (Tuesday), grossing 
$47,000, good, and starts second to- 
day (Wednesday). 

Sammy Kaye, Buffalo (Shea’s 
Buff; 3,500; 35-55)—With ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G). Kaye and crew giv- 





ing this bill a stiff shot in the arm 
for an imposing tally, which will 
probably better $20,000. 

Clyde Lucas, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With Judy Ca- 
nova and ‘This Gun for Hire’ (Par). 
Band unknown in these parts, first 
time for it at Stanley, so p.a. of 
screen comedienne and better-than- 
average (for this house) picture can 
be considered the chief contributing 
factors in alright $18,500. 

Russ Morgan, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-26-28-38-44-55-66)— 
With ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Band 
getting bulk of credit for okay 
$16,000. 

Ozzie Nelson, Kansas City (Tower; 
2,110; 11-30-50)—With ‘It Happened 
in Flatbush’ (20th) and Harriet Hil- 
liard for stage support. Good com- 
bination draw heading for nifty $11,- 
000. 

Raymond Scott, New York 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-55-75-85-99 )—With 
‘Spy Ship’ (WB) on screen. Scott is 
in his second week here, while pic- 
ture is new. Business very slim at 
only about $23,000. 





Jack Eaves, former Boston orches- 
tra leader, is playing sax in ithe Air 
Force Band at Dow Field, Bangor, 
Me. 
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Kyser’s Big $30,000 


Indianapolis, July 14. 
Kay Kyser and his orch broke 
all records at the Circle theatre 
here, getting $18,000 in three days of 
a sweltering heat wave. 
It looks like over $30,000 on the 
week, 


Jurgens in Smash 
$12,470 at Totem 


Despite Gas Cut 


(Estimates) 


Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., July 6-11). Despite 
obstacle of gas rationing, Jurgens is 
setting high marks for other- bands 
to shoot at, for on his seventh week 
and following a terrific holiday 
weekend biz, he continued his tre- 
mendous drawing power as shown 
by 17,200 paying $1.45 per couple for 
$12,470. One week to go. 

Reggie Childs-Ted Herbert (Ray- 
nor-Playmor B., Boston, July 11). 
Childs is an established fave here, 











and when coupled with Herbert, 


local outfit, drew 2,000 hoofers at 
75¢e-65c for fine $1,400. On previous 
night in same spot, Childs teamed 
with George Auld, new here, ac- 
counted for 1,800 at same prices for 
$1,260. Good. 

Sammy Fletcher (Roseland-State 
B., Boston, July 11). Fletcher is 





newcomer to this territory and ought 
to build as soon as he becomes bet- 
ter known. He played for 700 at 65c 
for okay gross of $455. 


Woody Herman (Peony Park B., 
Omaha, July 10). Band played to 
2,100 customers at 90c and $1 for a 
good $2,030. 


Band Reviews 


HAL McINTYRE ORCH 
With Jerry Stuart, Frances Gaynor 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Hal MclIntyre’s musical aggrega- 
tion is up and coming. Band evi- 
dently leans more to the sweet side, 
according to his repertoire here, vet 
it evidences a neat ability with the 
jump tunes, though never jamming 
them beyond the limits of adults’ 
patience. At an afternoon perform- 
ance at the Paramount, with the reg- 
ular jitterbug clientele jamming the 
front rows of the theatre, McIntyre 
made quite an impression with the 
pantywaists. That’s unusual for a 
crew on the quieter side of things 
musical. 

One of the best tests of the band’s 
ability is its fine playing behind the 
superb musicianship of Larry Adler 
on his harmonica. Adler and his 
tricky delivery of difficult composi- 
tions, as for instance Ravel’s ‘Bo- 
lero,’ are tough obstacles for the av- 
erage dance band, yet McIntyre and 
his boys do more than a capable job 
in his support. 

Band is sectioned in four sax plus 
McIntyre’s, three trombones, four 
trumpets and four rhythm. This 
would ordinarily indicate a brassi- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Band Bookings 


Count Basie, July 17, Municipal 
Aud. Kansas City; 18, Topeka, 
Kans.; 23, Trocadero, Wichita; 29- 
Aug. 1, Orpheum T., L. A. 

Henry Busse, July 8-Aug. 18, Tri- 
anon B., L. A. 

Del Courtney, July 19, Century 
B., Tacoma; 20-26, Juctzen, Port- 
land, 

Al Donahue, July 17-23, Oriental 
T., Chicago; 24, Union Bldg., Lafay- 
ette, Ind.; 25, Castle Farms, Cincin- 
nati. 

Earl Hines, July 22, Chestnut 
Street Hall, Harrisburg, Pa.; 24-30, 
Royal T., Baltimore. 

Ted Lewis, July 17-23, Stanley T., 
Pitts.; 24-26, Beverly Hills, C. C.,, 
Newport, Ky. 

Enoch Light, July 20-Aug. 1, St. 
Anthony’s Church, Trenton. 

Ray McKinley, July 27-Aug. 1, 
Shrine Aud., Springfield, Mass.; 
Aug. 6, Sandy Beach Park, Russell 
Point, Ohio. 

Georgie Auld, July 19, Lake 
Compounce, Bristol, Conn.; 20, 
Caren Park, Brooklyn; 21, Williams 
Bridge Playground, Bronx; 23, East 
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wood hotel, Delaware Water Gap, Pa. 


Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cov 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel gine 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend end 
holiday price.) : 





i Cov ers Total 

Band Hotel Played Week of Date 
Alvino Rey .....Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)..... covecccoses & 3,800 7,775 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).............11 475 6659 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)...... cvcccee 2 «2,725. 498 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 9 1.825 19.475 
Lani Mcintire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........22 1.875 32675 
Charlie Spivak ..Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50).......10 2,125 24'500 
Jerry Wald ......Lincolm (225; 75c-$1)..........0008 14 650 9,559 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the 


band i 
major draw. s the 





Chicago 

Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.) 
Tucker band getting better known around here every day and building tn 
great fashion, coming up with fine 4,000 patrons last week, 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy or. 
chestra keeps going well in this quiet room, witH satisfactory 1,800 cys. 
tomers. 

Glenn Miller (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Miller 
is proving sensation in his current stay in this room, which has been one 
of the hottest hotel dates for bands. Miller smashed through in first full 
week to 6,000 customers, 

Eddy Oliver (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone: 350; $2.50 min. Sat.), 
Did well last week on finale session for Morton Downey with excellent 
2,300 patrons, : 





Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton Hotel; 350; $1 min.). Business 
continued at good pace on his second week. Reaped 2,250 covers plus 
equally fine dinner biz. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 min.). On fourth 
week, Edwards continues to raise the gross with 900 covers over Friday- 
Saturday, only late nights. Dinner traffic good. 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 min.). With McGowan 
and Mack Ice Revue in fourth week and Saunders’ eleventh, business was 
okay with 1,000 covers, but better dinner trade. Ray Morton orchestra 
and Jane Pickens open Wednesday (15). * 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Now pretty much in his old 
groove and that means fairly close to 4,000 covers on the week. 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Hottest week of the summer 
failed to slow trade here and 4,500 customers put him right up around the 
Phil Harris’ level. 

Henry Busse (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal., first week). Got away to a 
good start. and will manage around 6,000 customers, Well liked and should 
build. 

Cab Calloway (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., first week). Pushed 
the count up to easy 10,000 and is going to make it tough for some of the 


(Continued on page 55) 
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On the Upbeat 


Stanley Mal has resigned as man- 
ager of the Griff Williams orchestra. 








Ray McKinley band cut it’s first 
four sides for Capitol Records yes- 
terday (14). 





Tommy Blomaine’s band continues 
in the summer terrace at the Glen- 





Henry Kresge’s orch playing sum- 
mer season at the Club Fernwood, 
Route 209, near Bushkill, Pa. 

















Bernie Parsons’ band set indefi- 
nitely at the Columbia hotel, Colum- 


» piano 
bia, N. J. at the Pp 


SONNY 
KENDIS 


‘and his orchestra 





Bob Mills and his Texas Playboys 
are doing a series of one-nighters 
along the Pacific Coast. 





Benny Goodman’s new lead sax, 
Hymie Schertzer, replaces Johnny 





McAfee. 

Sonny Faigen, trumpeter who re- Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
cently left Baron Elliott to join Her- ‘eer Week 
man Middleman band at Yacht Club, . 


Middleman next 
huck Foster out- 


Pittsburgh, leavin 
week to go with 
fit. 
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Theatre Men Lukewarm on Buying 


A Lawsuit Via 


Radio Partnership 








Lincoln, July 14. 


Breach between music users in 
Nebraska is ever widening, with the 
theatres mostly leaning to what they 
think is the safer route of collabora- 
tion with ASCAP as soon as pos- 
sible, as against the radio station- 
hotel-ballroom opposition. It is like- 
ly that crystalization of the break 
will take place sometime before fall, 
and the Nebraska Theatre Associa- 
tion, headed by R. R. Livingston, 
manager-owner of the Capital here, 
is already trying to wean some of 
the ballroom men over to his way 
of thinking. 

Idea behind the theatre reluctance 
to go along with the copyright 
squabble is that they feel they were 
not treated harshly by the society, 
and that their payment was not pro- 
hibitive. They do not want to in- 
vite necessity to pay for legal de- 
fense of lawsuits, even if they might 
win—at heavy cost. They also feel 
that it’s -the radio stations which 
have the most to gain, and that they 
are being pulled into something. 

Anti-ASCAPers took heart re- 
cently when newly benched federal 
judge John Delahant, in an ASCAP 
case, took the users’ side of the ar- 
gument, insisting that no copyright 
holder could go via that court unless 
he had first complied with the state’s 
statute demand filing’ of numbers, 
and payment of privilege fee. 

Mess may not clear until next 
year, which is the time of the legis- 
lative session. 





Cole Porter cieffed ‘Hasta La 
Vista,’ ‘Through Thick and Thin,’ 
‘I Can Do With. Tea In My Teapot,’ 
‘Lotus Blossom,’ ‘You'd Be So Nice 
to Come Home To,’ ‘I Always Knew,’ 
‘It Might Have Been’ and the title 
song for the Columbia picture, 
‘Something to Shout About.’ 





Harry Sherman bought the Frank 
Loesser-Joe Lilley song, ‘Jingle 
Jingle,’ as theme ditty for ‘Lost 
Canyon’ at Paramount. 
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‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


kkk 
All Material Available i 


@ BAND 
@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive 
Hollywood, Calif. 





























This 1S iT? 


My Beloved Is Rugged 


ABC Music 


+99- 7th Ave. N.Y 
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$12 Standard Plug 
Payola in London? 


London, June 24. 
Payments by music publishers to 
orchestra leaders with radio outlets 
have been semi-standardized here 


with $12 reported as the prevailing 
minimum tariff for a radio plug. 
This English version of New York’s 
‘payola’ is not exactly sanctioned by 
the BBC. Neither is it a secret to 
BBC or the Commissioner of Income 
Tax. Latter would probably take it 
unkindly if any danceman neglected 
to declare such payments as receipts. 
’ BBC suffers from this payola prob- 
lem much as do the Americans. It 
doesn’t quite get stopped although 
London is curious to know more of 
the report from New York that the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion has finally put teeth into its 
scowls, 

The music department of BBC is 
now back in London. With the dis- 
persal in the fall of 1939 the railroad 
depot at Bristol became the rendez- 
vous par excellence of the song- 
pluggers. That got so bad BBC took 
drastic steps early in 1940 to end the 
racket. , 


ASCAP Misses 
Real Bet at N. Y. 


Canteen Frolic 


ASCAP Nite at the Stage Door 
Canteen, N. Y., Thursday (9), proved 
a fair 40 minutes of hit tunes and 


composers for the boys in khaki and 
blue who lapped up all they got and 
bellowed for more. But it missed 
being the real wow it should have 
been, 


Deems Taylor, ASCAP prez, 
emceed and got the show off on the 
sock side, with Irving Berlin singing 
his ‘I Left My Heart at the Stage 
Door Canteen,’ the click from ‘This 
Is the Army.’ Berlin encored with 
‘God Bless America,’ and begged off 
to get back to the Broadway theatre 
and the ‘Army.’ 


The second slot went to blonde 
Muriel Angelus, nifty to see and 
hear, who vocaled a Sigmund Rom- 
berg medley, with the composer at 
the piano, Dorothy Fields, next, 
clicked with a couple of her oldies, 
‘I Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love, Baby,’ and ‘Exactly Like You,’ 
that had the boys yelping. Vernon 
Duke wound it up with a session at 
the ivories for Laura Deane Dutton’s 
vocalizing of ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris’ and ‘I Can't Get Started With 
You.’ 

Conceived by Radie Harris, who 
has the tough job of promoting seven 
acts a night for the Canteen (the 
ASCAP show was just one act in a 
bill that included Lucy Monroe, the 
‘Let’s Face It’ troupe and the show 
from the Rainbow Room), and or- 
ganized with the assistance of Oscar 
Hammerstein II, the bill pleased an 
entertainment-starved audience. But 
from ASCAP’s viewpoint, the song- 
smiths missed a real public relations 
opportunity. True, the audience was 
thrilled to see Berlin, et al. but a 
better planned and routined show 
could have been the talk of the town 
—to the benefit of ASCAP. Instead, 
with no one at ASCAP bothering too 
much, it was nothing more than an- 
other medley by pop songsmiths. 


























DRAWS CROWDS! 


POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
© LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 


® RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
® BARRY SISTERS—Standard 





e Professional copies available. Orchestration by JACK MASON © 





COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc. 


4iM DURKIN, Mer. 


168 West 23 St., New York, N. Y. 
Branch: 
1016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of July 11) 
Jingle Jangle........ Paramount 
Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
One Dozen Roses.......Famous 
Always In Heart........Remick 





Jersey Bounce....... oe... Lewis 
Who Wouldn’t Love....Maestro 
Under Apple Tree ...... Robbins 
Three Little Sisters...... Santly 
He Wears Silver Wings. .Shapiro 
Army Air Corps...... C. Fischer 
Be Careful My Heart....Berlin 
Threw Kiss Ocean..... . Berlin 
i SE ee ..-Morris 
Worth Fighting For...... Harms 





LOU LEVY DUE INTO 
U.S. ARMY JULY 22 


Lou Levy is slated to be inducted 
into the Army July 22, and he has 
arranged to have his Leeds Music 
Corp. jointly run by George Levy, 
his brother, Mickey Goldson and 
Happy Goday. 

Marty Melcher will manage the 
Andrews Sisters, who heretofore 
have been handled by Levy. 








Mario Silva and Jack Scholl re- 
vised the old song, ‘Long Live the 
Night,’ for the Warners version of 
‘The Desert Song.’ Tune was writ- 
ten for the original operetta but 
never used. 











Next Quarterly Payments By ASCAP 


Probably on New Classifications 





Publisher members of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers will be paid their 
royalties for the current quarter 
(July-September) on the basis of a 
revised system of classification. The 
indications are that the new classi- 
fication setup ill be adopted when 
the publisher contingent of the 
ASCAP board holds its next meet- 
ing. It will be the first time that 
the publishers wil. have changed 
their method of classification in 
eight years. 

It became evident last week that 
there would be a majority of votes 
for the revised system whenever it 
was submitted to the publisher di- 
rectors. The oid availability com- 
mittee, plus those ptblishers named 
last year to assist it in devising 
classification reforms, met for the 
last time Wednesday (8), and a reso- 
lution was passed recommending 
that the 12 publishers on the ASCAP 
board adopt the révamped system 
which the former combination had 


completed. Of the publishers on the 
special committee that voted for the 





recommendation, seven are mem- 
bers of the ASCAP board. 
Allocation of % 

Only major change made in the 
proposed new system since it was 
debated by ASCAP publishers at 
a general meeting three months ago, 
concerned the allocation percent- 
ages. As originally suggested by the 
special committee, the quarterly 
payoff was to be predicated on the 
following quotients: seniority, 10%; 
availability, or value of the catalog 
to the Society, 30%, and number of 
performances, 60%. This breakdown 
was later compromised. The values, 
as now recommended are: seniority, 
15%, availability, 30% and perform- 
ances, 55%. 

Another significant change has to 
do with the point value to be as- 
signed to the background or bridge 
music in crediting radio perform- 
ances. The value of such uses, as 
recommended, would be but 1-20th 
of a point. This pro ,osal received 
unanimous approval from the special 
committee after evidence was ad- 
duced showing that certain publish- 
ers had evolved tieups with staff in- 
strumentalists on certain stations so 
that these publishers would be 
credited for the use of brief musical 
excerpts in dramatic sketches. 
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Everywhere, you hear the same praise / 


“IT'S THE TOP BALLAD HIT 
OF GLENN MILLER’S NEW PICTURE” 
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AST 


Lyric by Mack Gordon 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Orchestra Wives,” 
with Glenn Miller and his band. 


I'm Dancin’ With 


THE MAMAS WITH THE MOO-LAH 


Lyric by Jack Yellen 


yx In Preparation xx 
Ferde Grofe's Greatest Triumph! 


DAYBREAK 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 


LEO FEIST, Inc. 1629:sRoapway, NEW. YORK 


tx Current Feist Successes xx 


THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


By E. Y. Harburg, Margery Cummings and Burton Lane 


From the M-G-M Picture “Ship Ahoy,” starring Eleanor Powell, 
Red Skelton and Tommy Dorsey and his orchestra. 


Based on theme of “Mardi Gras” from “Mississippi Suite” 
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Music by Harry Warren 


Music by Sammy Fain 


Music by Ferde Grofe 








HARRY LINK, err Prof MAgr 
LON MOONEY, Prof. Mgr 
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NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC,. CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (July 6-July 13) from 5 p.m. to 1 am., and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 
music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Jingle Jangle Jingle............... rr ro 43 
He Wears Silver Wings...... a oe <a t sus kamatiedesaeen 31 
ao tie oo cathnn gee Ga a hwy 6 Sa rare ors . 30 
Bs Wem Biles. Boveatintart. ......060e be rces EA POE 
ey SE, I nas os nso weee's.e's hse oh nn 9S; seuss beent chebs - 26 
I MIN spe bnkbh0s 0 bess d.gasigee eds soa CRORE - 5.6 650d ea eae . 26 
Take Me....... RMA LEGS Oke cities s vsmy bE MEO ho opees en aka mkeaaie 25 
Ee eee te Cees aia ace ates as ces sah DE ci wikt'Oacsdes ac eeuen te oes 25 
Here You are—?7‘Fleet’s In’................ NOD Sik oacbae ea eeeane 25 
Left My Heart Canteen......... ear re Re nici. caseivindwease 23 
err rereree re eee NEE sos axa oben neues €0b-048 23 
ere ee PEO ESTEE eS eee 23 
Be Careful My Heart—j‘Holiday Inn’...... _s die ecece: soba ae Ree 23 
IG GIES 0.0 50% bwnes Neseo 9 648 Sess SE Chik sisiatheadeees 19 
This Werth Fighting For. .......:..ccesess 0 Se eer se . 16 
ee BO} rn ere RE wal vias sdweseesdewnn 15 
ON Be OER ic ctesac.gck peta so cncinns EE sh bi eedawneceesaves 15 
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* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP., 


** ‘This is the Army’ publishing subsid 


‘tunity to develop new songs through 
record exploitation. 
When discussing this angle with 


several record execs, Robbing was 


‘invariably confronted with the 
|query, ‘Why should we gamble?’ 
|But Robbins points out that even 


among songs that are guaranteed top 
plugs, many never make the grade 
and so recording is a gamble either 
way. 

He intends to devote a major por- 
tion of ‘Lion Records’ to instrumental 
; compositions, rhythm songs and 
novelties. 

If Robbins decides to give the ‘go’ 
sign on this project it will be inde- 
pendent of any affliation with Me- 
tro, his partner, which also juggled 
the idea of a record company sev- 
eral months ago. 


+ Filmusicad, 








Jack Robbins is buzzing around 
séveral distributors to determine 
what sort of deal he can arrange 
should he go ahead on plans with 
his ‘Lion Record’ label idea. Every- 
thing is tentative, pending revoca- 
tion of J. C. Petrillo’s ban on platter 
making after Aug. 1. Wally Dow- 
ney would be active head of the 
disk outfit. 


Robbins’ purpose for edging into 
the wax works is to provide his 
Robbins Music Corp., Feist and Mil- 
ler Music, with a showcase. 


tends that record execs Bi oes | FOX MUSIC BUYER 











leaders, for the most part, want only | 
songs that are guaranteed No. 1 plugs | FOR U. S. ARMY CAMPS 


and, therefore, there-is little oppor- 











Harry Fox, general manager of 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
| sociation, has been authorized by the 
morale division of the army to act 
as civilian coordinator in the pur- 
|chase of music publications for the 
camps. The first order, which he 
received Monday (13), calls for an 
expenditure of $10,000. 

The requisition, consisting of song- 
| books, orchestrations and vocal ar- 
rangements, will be shipped through 
| a single jobbing house. 





It’s Cute—It’s Different 


It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


American Musie, Inc. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Dr. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 





Mort Greene and Harry Revel 
cleffed ‘Until I Live Again’ and ‘De- 
licious Delirum,’ to be sung in ‘Here 
We Go Again’ at RKO. 
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“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 
HARRY JAMES (COL.) BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) ~ 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
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British Best Sellers 


(Week ending July 2, 1942) 





London, July 2. 


‘Green Was Valley’..... Maurice 
‘Heart of Texas’....... Southern 
ted Te » vedessidcwsbwes te 
‘Anniversary Waltz’....Chappell 
‘Warsaw Concerto’........+. K-P 
‘My Dreamboat’....... Chappell 
‘Don't Want Walk You’. Victoria 
How About FO soc. cccese Sun 
‘No Laughing Matter’...... Dash 
‘Girl I Left Behind....... Wood 








Despite Shellac, 
Victor Vouchers 


Please Pubs 


—_—_—_ — 


The music publishing industry last 


/ week received its royalty statements 


from RCA-Victor for the quarter 
ending May 31 and the amounts in- 
volved occasioned much surprise 
among the publishers. Even though 
the slash in the use of shellac (to 
30%) went into effect the middle of 
April, Victor’s royalty payoff was 
barely 5% under what it had been 
for the previous three months when 
it established a record high as far 
as remuneration to copyright own- 
ers was concerned. For that previous 
quarter, ending Feb. 28, the estimated 
royalty distribution was $325,000. 
The big checks this time went to 
such firms as Famous Music Corp., 
for the tunes in the score of ‘The 
Fleet’s In’; Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 
(‘White Cliffs,” ‘Somebody Is Taking 
My Place’); Jewel (‘Moonlight Cock- 
tail’), and the Warner Bros. group. 











| Band Bookings 





Continued from page 4? 


River Park, N. Y.; Aug. 28, Man- 

sions, Youngstown, Ohio. 
Frank Marty, Aug. 1, 

Rock, Saratoga, N. Y. 


Chico Marx, July 17-19, Grand T., 
Evansville, Ind.; 21-23, Paramount 
T., Des Moines, Iowa; 24-26, Sioux 
City T., Sioux City; 28-29, Stewart 
T., Lincoln, Neb.; 30, Jay Hawk T., 
Topeka; 31l-Aug. 3, Orpheum T., 
Wichita. ° 

Vaughn Monroe, July 17. Masonic 
Aud., New Brunswick, N. J.; 19, 
Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport; 22, Em- 
pire B., Allentown, Pa.; 23-29, Cap- 
itol T., Washington, D. C.; 30, Pier 
B, Buckeye Lake, Ohio; 31-Aug. 6, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit. 

Ozzie Nelson, July 17-23, Or- 
pheum T., Omaha; 24-30, Orpheum 
T., Mpls.; 31-Aug. 6, Chicago T., 
Chicago; 7-13, Stanley T., Pitts. 

Paul Whiteman, July 16, Lakeside 
Park, Denver; 18, Howell’s B,, 
Howell, Neb.; 19, Civic Aud., Okla- 
homa City; 24-30, Tower T., Kansas 
City; 31-Aug. 6, Orpheum T., 
Omaha; 7-13, Orpheum T., Mpls. 

Cooty Williams, July 31l-Aug. 6, 
Howard T., Washington, D. C. 

Erskine Hawkins, July 17, Ar- 
mory, Durham, N. C.; 20, Memorial 


Piping 


Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 21, Palais 
Royal, Norfolk, Va.; 22, Skating 


Rink, Greensboro, N. C.; 23, Aud., 
Johnson City, Tenn.; 24, Hill Billy 
Barn, Bluefield, W. Va.; 25, Arena, 
Beckley, W. Va.; 27, Benevolent 
Temple, Greensville, S. C.; 28, Aud., 
Chattanooga; 29, Aud., Birmingham, 
Ala.; 30, Exhibit Hall, Columbus, 
Ga.; 31, Grant’s Park, Charleston, 
a ©. 

Tiny Bradshaw, July 16, Paradise 
Amusement Hall, Nashville, Tenn.; 
21, Palace Park, Shreveport, La.; 
24, Dreamland, Little Rock, Ark.; 
26, Aud., Fort Worth, Tex.; 27, Li- 
brary Aud., San Antonio, Tex.; 28, 
Aud., Austin; 29, Aud. Houston; 31, 
Cotton Club, Port Arthur, Tex. 

Ella Fitzgerald, July 20, Grey- 
stone B., Det.; 21, St. Moritz> Pitts.; 
22, Chestnut Street Aud., Harris- 
burg, Pa.; 24-30, Earl T., Pa. 


Charlie Spivak, July 15, Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa.;, 16, Lake- 
wood Park, Mahoney City, Pa.: 17, 
George F. Pavilion, Johnson City, 
N, Y.; 18, Convention Hall, Asbury 
Park; 19-26, Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier, Atlantic City; 26, Pleasure 
Beach, Bridgeport, Conn.; 29, Sum- 
mitt Beach Park, Akron; 30, Indiana 
Lake, Russell Point, Ohio; 31-Aug. 7, 
Cedar Point, Ohio. 

Jerry Wald, July 17-31, Strand T., 
New York City. 


Shep Fields plays one-nighter at 
Olympia Park, Pittsburgh, July 19. 


Inside Stuff—Music = 


e 

Another instance of the strange ways under which the song listing of 
Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ operates concerns the careeg on that program 
of ‘Idaho’ (Mills). The tune appeared for the first time-on the show three 
weeks ago, and this in face of the fact that on the previous week the 
number was not armong the leading ‘most played’ songs, nor had it sold 
any sheet music. The week following the ‘Parade’s’ playing of ‘Idaho’ 
the song not only reached the top rungs of the ‘most played’ compilation 
but was included in the best seller list. The ‘Hit Parade’ recognized 
‘Idaho’s’ advance by omitting it entirely from its own list. 








Although title of Jean Sablon’s novelty tune, ‘The Next Time I See 
Paris,’ resembled Jerome Kern's ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris,’ the Sablon 
tune and lyric is actually a combo of an original Elsie Janis lyric set to 
a BMI tune, originally called ‘Lola,’ by Arthur Fifer ,of WTAD, Quincy, 
Il. The nitery singer liked Fifer’s tune and got Miss Janis to set new 
wordage. 





Kay Kyser’s ‘Jingle Jangle’ recording for Columbia has sold 250,000 
records the past four weeks, representing, perhaps, the fastest unloading 
for such a period than any other recording. Runner-ups on sales of the 
Jingle tune recordings are those of the Merry Macs, Decca, followed by 
Freddy Martin, Victor. 





Pinkard Publications, which is owned by Maceo Pinkard, the writer of 
‘Sweet Georgia Brown,’ ‘Here Comes the Show Boat’ and ‘Give Me a Little 
Kiss, Will Yah, Huh?,’ has been elected a member of ASCAP. Pinkard has 
been a writer member of the Society for over 20 years. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 








Kay Kyser .......Columbia 
Merry Macs .........Decca 


{ Dick Jurgens..........Okeh 
** ) Harry James......Columbia 


8. Sleepy Lagoon (12) (Chappell)........ fe SEM, s+. Lae 


1. Jingle Jangle (9) (Paramount........ ‘a { 


2. One Dozen Roses (9) (Famous)...... 
Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


§ Tommy Tucker........Okeh 
**** ) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


{Kay Kyser........Columbia 


4. Johnny Doughboy (9) (Crawford).. 


5. Who Wouldn’t Love You (4) (Maestro)... } Salt Snels......cc-c0s- tea 
6. Apple Tree (14) (Robbins)........ sade cee yeh. nee . — 
1. Three Little Sisters (7) (Santly)........ : dabonsvanee.: _— 
8. Sweet Eloise (2) (Shapiro)...........+. {og cers gore 
9. Threw Kiss In Ocean (7) (Berlin)...... a mag Mag tre 
10. Jersey Bounce (19) (Lewis).......+. oes t Sone ee" 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are jading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 


. Jimmy Dorsey.,....+--: Decca 
Rawaigs Bh Bier Denes OF) Homes? Se F4 +8 ) Glenn Miller. .++++-Bluebird 
i Columbia 
Strictly Instrumental (Cherio)... ... Harry joey se oe — 
{ Charlie PEPE T TE ce 
Story of Starry Night (Mutual)...,........ | Glenn Miller..... , Bluebird 
i a6 ee 
Brother Bill (Cherio)...ccccccccccciscvecvecs Charlie Spivak... mee 
i 2°, Eee 
Idaho (Mills)....ccccccccsecssseerrrcee .++«-Alvino eet coecee = est 
ape austagne ta puaguees-Dewes 
a \zgerald......- 
All I Need Is You (Miller).........-sse008 ) Vaughn Monroe... ‘Bluebird 
ird 
Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebit 
Don’t Tell Lie About Me (Santly)......... } Woody Herman. ......Decca 
{Kay Kyser.......++-.-Decca 
Wears Pair Silver Wings (Shapiro)........ ) Alvino Rey..... rm ‘Deeca 
Mary’s Grand Old Name (J. Vogel).......+.. Bing Crosby.....++++- Decca 
th — 








me) os! 


Music Notes 





Ted Grouye and Jerrie Kruger 
writing songs for ‘Scattergood 
Swings It’ at RKO. 





Oliver Drake cleffed three songs 
for Universal's ‘Raiders of San 
Joaquin,’ on which he is associate 
producer, 





Dick Sanford is one of the writers 
of ‘I'm a Prisoner of War, a 
Shapiro-Bernstein publication. 








Frans Waxman doing the score for 
‘Skyway to Glory’ at Metro. 








ee 


David Chudnow scoring ‘Baby 
Faced Morgan’ for Producers Releas- 


ing Corp. THIs Is IT! 


My Beloved | Rugged 


ABC 





Nick and Charles Kenny, hereto- 
fore strictly pop songsmiths, are do- 
ing the filmusical score for William 
Rowland’s ‘Follies Girl,’ being made 
east. 
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The new “country tune” sensation. Ernest Tubb’s 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


DICK ROBERTSON BOB ATCHER ERNEST TUBS 
Decca No. 4189 Okeh No. 6496 Decca No. 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
1211. N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 
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VARIETY 





Test Suit on Social Security Taxes 
Rules Actors ‘Individual Contractors’ 








A precedent-setting opinion inter- 
preting featured theatre performers 
as ‘individual contractors’ in Govern- 
ment taxation was handed down 
Friday (10) in N. Y. federal court 
by Judge John Bright. The decision 
terminated a test suit against the 
U. S. Government by the Radio 
City Music Hall Corp., granting 
summary judgment of $1,079 and 
interest to the Music Hall. The 
money represented social security 
taxes, paid under protest, for fea- 
tured artists through a ruling of the 
Collector of Internal Revenue Jan. 
30, 1939. 

Analyzing the status of actors in- 
volved, Judge Bright’s opinion read: 
‘Special artists, who have no regu- 
lar employer, and never have had, 
and are dependent upon the merits 
of their particular act to sell it in 
the amusement market, were never 
intended to -be benefited by the ac- 
cumulation of reserves to be paid 
them in times of unemployment, 
Their ability depends entirely upon 
the amusement value of the com- 
modity which they sell, and their 
earnings depend not upon the fact 
that they are able or willing to 
work, but upon the fact that their 
particular performance has some 
popular appeal to the entertain- 
ment-seeking public.’ 

Judge Bright regarded an em- 
ployee relationship in these cir- 
cumstances to be identified as one 
where the employer sees to details 
and means whereby the accepted 
result of work is accomplished. He 
specified, as was conceded by the 
Music Hall, that such an employee 
relationship existed between the 
M.H. and its stage regulars—Rock- 
ettes, Glee club, corps de ballet and 
orchestra. 


FILM COWBOYS DO OK 
IN ROPING DIXIE B.0. 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 14. 

Cotton country luring film cow- 
boys these days. Currently Dixie- 
touring are Ken Maynard and ‘Wild 
Bill’ Elliott, plus Ray Whitley and 
‘Six-Bar Cowboys’ warblers. 

Cash is thick as cotton balls down 
this way and customers have strong 
yen for horse opry stars. Smiley 
Burnette, John Mack Brown and 
others recently completed Carolinas 
circuit. 


Cleve. Cafe Man Faces 
Hearing on Safety Law 


Cleveland, July 14. 

Arrested by the city music in- 
spector two weeks ago, Freddie Mey- 
ers will appear in court this week 
to explain why he continued to 
operate his Freddie’s Paradise Cafe 
after his music permit had expired 
and also why he had neglected to 


build another exit as ordered by city 
Officials. 


Five acts had to be cancelled on 
their opening night when warrant 
was served on the nitery owner. 
Spot is still open, but sans tunes and 
entertainment until Meyers thrashes 
out the problem of whether it needs 
another exit or not. 











“*“Frank D. Celebrezze,-flice safety 


director, contends it does need one 
for the sake of safety. Said he 
warned the cafe man and gave his li- 
cense a one-year extension so Mey- 
ers would have enough time to con- 
struct a new door in the basement 
hitery. Wher his license ran out, 
Celebreeze refused to renew it. 


L. A. Court Restrains 
Burley Theatre Closing 


: Los Angeles, July 14. 
Police Commission has been tem- 
Pararily blocked in move to padlock 
the Follies, burlesque house. Court 
granted restraining order for hear- 
ing Thursday (16) 
Commish acted when snoopers re- 
Ported peelers took off too much. 











Reggie Childs opens Friday (17) 
at Arcadia B. N. Y. C., for three 
weeks. Childs’ former vocalist, Paul 
Carley, left Carl Hoff to return. A 
new addition is Loretta Vale from 
Benny Davis band. 


Femme Impersonators 
Turn Film Exhibitors 


St. John, N. B., July 14. 

Harry Atkins and Ted Curtis, part- 
ners in a touring musical revue play- 
ing picture houses on a combo pol- 
icy, and also niteries and parks for 
about 10 years, are off the road, but 
continuing as partners. 

They have converted a warehouse 
at Richibucto, New Brunswick, into 
a theatre, to play films exclusively 
for the present. Atkins is manager. 
Curtis, a femme impersonator in the 
revue, has opened a beauty shop in 
the erstwhile warehouse and is as- 
sisting Atkins in the management of 
the exhibiting end. 


SHOW TIME OK 
206, 10 DAYS, 
IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

Fourth week and windup of Fred 
Finklehoffe’s ‘Show Time’ at the 
Biltmore theatre caught $15,000, plus 
an extra $5,000 for the added three 
days up to Saturday night (11), be- 
fore pulling out for run at Curran 
theatre, Frisco. During its four and 
a half week stay the unit showed a 
slight profit. Finklehoffe figured the 
take okay in view of the pioneering 
effort. 

‘Blackouts of 1942,’ Ken Murray- 
Billy Gilbert show at the El Capitan, 
Hollywood, is showing some im- 
provement due to weekend business 
that hypoed take to $8,000 for the 
third week. Saturday night scale 
has been tilted from $1.65 to $2.20. 
Saturday midnight shows were 
dropped when the first two owl 
shows failed to justify the overtime 
coin expended. 











Jessel Big in Frisco 
San Francisco, July 14. 
‘Show Time,’ starring George Jes- 
sel, opened big at the Curran here 
last night, doing estimated $12,000. 





Wynn Denies Fold Reports 

Ed Wynn’ laughed when asked 
about the source of reports that his 
vaude’_—c venture, ‘Laugh, Town; 
Laugh,’ might abruptly fold at the 
Alvin, N. Y. Venture started with a 
bang but eased off with nearly all 
the list over the Fourth, but held to 
a good figure last week, with Satur- 
day night virtually a sellout. He 
asked certain showmen if they 
started the rumor, but they denied it. 

Comedian explained his recent sta- 
tus: ‘I work six months and worry 
six months.’ He expects “Town’ to 
stick around for about 10 weeks. 


TAB STAGE. MUSICAL 
NOW A NITERY REVUE 


Jack Harris’ N. Y. nitery, La 
Conga, will present ‘Meet the Peo- 


ple,’ tabloid legit musical comedy 
as a floor show beginning July 22. 
The musical, which has been on 
tour in vaude following its legit 
runs, originated in Hollywood last 
year and was presented locally in 
N. Y. Joey Faye and Marion Colby 
will be featured in a cast of 25. 








Quit Ice Show For 


U. S. Air Services 


Minneapolis, July 14. 
Gene Morgan and John Farrell, 
appeqgring at the Hotel Nicollet 


Minnesota Terrace with Dorothy 
Lewis in ‘Symphony on Ice,’ will 
remain with the show only until 
after the Boston engagement, which 
follows the one here. Then Farrell 
becomes an army flying instructor, 
and Morgan will enlist in the naval 
air corps. 
Both are experienced fliers. 





New Talent Agency 
Albany, N. Y., July 14. 
Cathings, Clark & Rosenberg, Inc., 
has been chartered to conduct an 
agency for performers and musicians 





in New York. 





Worcester Vaude Respite 


Worcester, July 14. 

Curtain temporarily fell on vaude 
here last week when Plymouth re- 
turned to straight pictures until Aug. 
17, when Andrews Sisters come in. 
House has been running name bands 
and vaudeville first three days of 
week and films second half. 

Attempt to book summer legit 
flopped though several shows had 
been tentatively set. Management 
plans to bring in road shows for 
one-night stands on Thursdays in the 
fall, 


LOU HOLTZ MAY 
TOUR VAUDER 


Clifford C. Fischer will lose Lou 
Holtz, one of his stars in ‘Priorities,’ 
if the latter has his way about tak- 
ing out his own vaudeville roadshow 
this fall, in association with A. L. 
Berman, theatrical attorney. 

Holtz has in mind taking along 
some of the people Fischer now has 
in his show at the 46th St. theatre, 
on Broadway, but Fischer meantime 
has renewed Willie Howard for the 
new ‘Priorities’ next fall. 

Fischer, incidentally, will prepare 
a new ‘Priorities’ in the fall with 
Willie Howard, Gracie Fields, 
Johnny Burke, Cynda Glenn and 
Henny Youngman. 

Miss Fields had to cut short one 
vaude engagement for Fischer due 
to prior commitments. Burke was in 
that show, and Howard, of course, is 
one of the stars of the current 
‘Priorities’ at the 46th St. theatre, 


DEBONNAIRES QUIT 
FOR THE DURATION 


St. Louis, July 14. 

The Debonnaires, hoofing quintet 
who socked over routines in ‘Hit the 
Deck’ and ‘No, No, Nanette’ in the 
al fresco theatre in Forest Park, 
have decided to disband for the du- 
ration. Originally a sextet, the or- 
ganization was reduced to five when 
Hal Voeth joined the Army. Last 
week Paul Pierce was notified to 
ready himself for induction. So the 
boys decided to quit. 

To preserve their routines the 
boys have had slow motion films 
made of all of their dances in order 
that they may pick up where they’ve 
left off. 


John Boles to M.C. 
Mpls. Water ‘Follies’ 


Minneapolis, July 14. 

John Boles has been signed to 
emcee the ‘Foilies,’ water show 
which is one of the principal at- 
tractions of the local annual mid- 
summer ‘Mardi Gras,’ July 18-26. 
The show will have a ‘Hollywood 
premiere’ with the regular $1.10- 
$2.20 scale boosted to $2.50 for the 
occasion. 

All local ‘Aquatennial’ officials 
and committee members are donat- 
ing their services gratis. A number 
of big parades, with elaborate 
floats, are among the celebration’s 
features, 























Tommy Dorsey Contracts 


Don Tannen for Vaude 


Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Tommy Dorsey, playing Stanley 
theatre last week, signed Don 
(Popikoff) Tannen, singing come- 
dian, to play several coming thea- 
tre dates with him. Dorsey caught 
Tannen while he was filling a short 
engagement here at Little Jackie 
Heller’s night spot, the Yacht Club. 
Currently Paul Regan, impersona- 
tor, is in Dorsey’s band show, but 
Regan has recently played several 
theatres where TD is booked and 
trus a replacement was necessary. 

Tannen will join the Dorsey unit 
in Washington, and that week 
Regan will play the Yacht Club 
here. Bandleader also expects to 
use Tannen for his N. Y. Par thea- 
tre engagement and asked him be- 
fore leaving town to accept no other 
engagements on Broadway until 
then. Lucky break for Tannen was 
result of a fluke. He was a last- 
minute booking at the nitery here, 
rushed in overnight when Calgary 
Bros. had to cancel. 
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Bway May See More Competish 
Among Name Band Dates in Theatres 
As Roxy, Capitol Consider New Policy 





State, Benton Harbor, 
Instalis Stage Shows 


The State, Benton Harbor, Mich., 
has installed a policy of bands and 
a half-dozen vaudeville acts three 
days weekly (Thursdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays), while using double fea- 
tures the rest of the week. Policy is 
reported to be clicking. 

Units are produced around the 
bands and the acts. Jack Linder, 
for years an independent booker in 
N. Y., also producer of some legits, 
is in Benton Harbor putting on the 
shows. He books the taient from 
Chicago. 


ACTOR DEFENDS 
RAPP’S MT. 
CIRCUIT 





New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I am writing.to champion Charles 
Rapp’s summer hotel booking un- 
dertaking. I have reference to the 
article of condemnation of Mr. 
Rapp, which appeared in the July 
1 issue of ‘Variety.’ 


I was one of the performers con- 
tracted over the Independence Day 
week-end, and found conditions 
radically different than those which 
you painted. To house 200 acts un- 
der one roof I am sure you will 
agree is a ‘believe it or not’ Ripley 
item. You have my word that the 
housing conditions were clean and 
favorable. The inconvenience in 
the servicing of food was only due 
to the newness of the undertaking, 
which usually accompanies’ the 
blazing of a new trail. All that is 
necessary is time to find the proper 
system. Even that is done in the 
various departments of.our federal 
government during a period of ex- 
perimentation. 


I have reason to believe that 
other theatrical representatives may 
have ‘axes to grind’ because of the 
keen competition, but it is only be- 
cause ‘the shoe is on the other foot,’ 
But the actors have no strong rea- 
son for complaint. Hundreds of 
acts are being offered work when 
they may have otherwise been lay- 
ing off. Mr. Rapp has, to my knowl- 
edge, been fair and legitimate in 
his compensation to my fellow art- 
ists. He did not merit your severe 
criticism, but on the contrary de- 
serves congratulations and your 
cooperation in his pioneering effort. 

‘Variety’ has always in its pol- 
icy sought to be fair and just. In 
this case I am inclined to believe 
the facts were misrepresented to 
ar 
It is not at the instigation of Mr. 
Rapp, any member of his organiza- 
tion or any other individual that I 
an writing this letter, but only in 
the sincere desire to see that justice 
is done. 

Arthur Boran. 





‘Lew Mercur Returns 


To Pitt Cafe Operation 


Pittsburgh, July 14. 

With Miami possibly out as a fu- 
ture winter resort for the duration, 
Lew Mercur, Pittsburgh night club 
man who has operated the Nut 
House there for several seasons, is 
transferring his base of operations 
back here and will shortly take over 
local Nut House. He and his brother, 
Al Mercur, opened local Nut House 
some time ago and latter has been 
running it himself since Lew went 
south. 

Al Mercur is looking for a down- 
town location (Nut House is located 
10 miles from downtown) to install 
a similar type spot along with an 
up-to-date cocktail lounge. Already 
his picked,a room and is now dick- 
ering with the landlord. In the 
event that negotiations fall through, 
he and his brother will operate the 
highway nuttery jointly. 








Broadway theatre competition for 
name bands, presently concentrated 
but plenty heated between only the 
Paramount and WB's Strand, will 
reach a more feverish stage’ should 
the plans of both the Roxy, under 
A. J. Balaban’s new management, 
and Loew’s Capitol to adopt similar 
policies eventuate. Consensus of 
opinion is that there aren’t enough 
top boxoffice musical aggregations to 
go around, but interest centers on 
the possibility of the Roxy, with by far 
the largest capacity of the four thea- 
tres, being able to lure the Strand 
and Paramount ‘standards.’ 

Both these houses, especially the 
Paramount, which initiated the name 
band policy, have strung along with 
certain bands from the very begin- 
ning. Thus, for instance, Tommy 
Dorsey, Glenn Milier. Harry James, 
Benny Goodman, among others, al- 
ways play the Par, usually under 
advance commitments; the Strand 
gets Jimmy Dorsey, Phil Spitalny 
(originally a Par fixture), Woody 
Herman, Abe Lyman, Russ Morgan, 
and so on. 

Whether the Roxy and Capitol will 
be able to break the hold the Par- 
amount and Strand have on certain 
bands is the moot point, although 
many in the trade admit that ‘there’s 
very little money cannot buy.’ Hence 
they figure that the Roxy, with its 
close to 6,000 seating capacity, can 
well afford to pay more than either 
the Paramount, Strand or Capitol for 
a band. The Capitol, with 4,620 seats, 
will also be able to pay more, be- 
cause of potentially higher grosses, 
than the Par and Strand, The former 
has a seating capacity of 3,664, while 
the Strand is the smallest, with 2,756. 

Par, Strand Advantages 


However, both the Par and Strand 
have one strong advantage. Via their 
respective circuits (Par and WB), 
they can offer the name bands more 
playing time than the Roxy, a single 
date although h.o. possibility, or the 
Capitol, which, via Loew’s, has only 
one other theatre, the Capitol, Wash- 
ington, that occasionally plays bands. 
It’s not a secret that the name orchs 
take into consideration the amount of 
playing time a booker has. That’s 
often proven by Eddie Sherman, the 
leading indie show buyer, who has 
no trouble making deals with all the 

(Continued on page 46) 


Art Wirtz Still 
Unsigned With 
AGVA on ‘Stars 


Arthur M. Wirtz, who presents 
‘Stars on Ice’ at the Center theatre, 
Radio City, in association with Sonja 
Henie, returned to his Chicago head- 
quarters last week without making a 
basic agreement with the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. 

Other talent unions, which made a 
gesture of supporting AGVA’s plan 
for the unionization of ‘Stars,’ have 
stepped aside, feeling that the show- 
man has the best of the situation as 
he entered into individual contracts 
with ‘Stars’ skaters. Wirtz had a 
friendly AGVA huddle over the mat- 
ter, and it is felt that ultimately an 
agreement will be signed with the 
union. 

When the preceding ‘It Happens on 
Ice’ was produced, Wirtz expressed 
preference that the show be under 
Equity rules, and there were several 
sessions to consider the suggestion. 
Equity finally decided that the vaude 
union should have jurisdiction, and 
an agreement was reached. There- 
after changes in AGVA officials and 
their ideas on policy resulted in con- 
troversy. Wirtz made it clear that 
he had no antipathy to unions, but 
declined to do further business with 
AGVA. There were a few people in 
‘Stars’ who belonged to the union 
but are not in good standing through 
lapse of dues, AGVA therefore hav- 
ing no control over them. 

‘Stars’ rates next to ‘This Is the 
Army’ among Broadway’s gross get- 
ters. One number, ‘Afternoon in the 
Park,’ has been dropped, and the 
show has been tightened. There have 
been no cast changes 
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Jack White Dies at 


49 in New York; 


Had Been Notable Nitery Comic 





Jack White, one of the most unique 
the night club 
field, died Monda. (13) at his apart- 
ment in New Vork. He had been a 


patient in a Rockland County (N. 
Y.) sanatorium for nearly six 
months and late last week was 
brought home. Report at that time 
was that he was in a hopeless con- 
dition. He was 49, although in some 
circles he was believed to be older. 
Cause of death was said to have 
been a lung infection. 

White was an outstanding per- 
sonality of 52nd street, the block 
made famous for its night spots 
during and after prohibition. He 
was the m.c. and chief comic of 
Club 18 for the past seven years, 
being notable for his ‘insulting’ of 
guests. Perhaps no other late place 
provided as many laughs. Few pa- 
trons were ever offended at the 
jibes of White and fellow ad-libbers, 
such as Frankie Hyers, Pat Har- 
rington, Roy Sedley and Vince Cur- 
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And so are THE CROWDS AT 
The PARAMOUNT, New York 
They're screaming at “PRIVATE BUTCHY MeGURK,” 


one of the original character creations of 


JACK MARSHALL 


“The All-American Joker’’ 


ron. Each had a microphone in 
which they cross-fired their jibes 
and gags. White's breakdown is be- 


lieved to have resulted when his 
slim physique was unable to stand 
the strain of his hectic nitery labors. 
Rabid Giants Fan 

Comedian was an ardent baseball 
fan, the N. Y. Giants being his pet 
team. He rarely missed a day at 
the Polo Grounds when the team 
was in action there, and at Club 18 
in the evening the score was al- 


ways posted—at least when the 
Giants won. If they lost, the prop 
sign read ‘No game today.’ He 


roosted in the upper stand at the 
ball park, over third base, and his 
voice was often heard bellowing far 
above those of the crowd. At times 
when the game didn’t go so well he 
would turn his coat inside out to 
change the luck. White was also a 
devotee of boxing and a familiar 
figure at Madison Square Garden. 
Prior to the Club 18, White was 
in vaudeville and made several 
legit appearances, notably in George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ in 1915. Several 
seasons ago he was a replacement in 


‘I Must Love Someone,’ which 
played the Vanderbilt, N. Y. His 
Hollywood appearances included 


‘The King of Jazz,’ Paul Whiteman’s 
film produced in 1930, and ‘52d 
Street,, done some years later. 

High mass will be sung at Holy 
Trinity, Broadway and 82nd street, 
today (Wednesday) at 10 a. m. 
Widow, Edith, survives, she being 
the daughter of late picture pro- 
ducer, Sigmund Lubin. 





Tommy Tucker’s stint at the 


Palmer House, Chicago, has been ex- 
tended to Sept. 17. 








night club history.” 
“ . . Jack Marshall clicked 


“Jack Marshall, the 
stopped the show. . 


this year .. 





And the Press Is RAVING!—(Jeck Marshall. one 
—BOB FREDERICKS, MiaM 


- Jack Marshall is indeed a terrific act.” 
LES SIMMONDS, MIAMI DAILY NEWS 


with a resounding detonation . 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., July 14. 

Again the kiddies of this actors 
colony and township will have a 
children’s playground that will be 
part of the William Morris Me- 
morial Park. Mrs. William Morris, 
Sr., agreed with others to provide 
labor and material for the construc- 
tion of the playground. 

Artie Shaw and his wife, daughter 
of Jerome Kern, vacashed at Sekon 
lodge on Upper Saranac Lake. 

Jerry (Loew's) Sager flashing a 
mess of good reports. 

Gerald Kessel and his Texas Five 
stopped off and serenaded the gang 
while enroute to a Montreal night 
spot. Kessel is an ex-ozoner of this 
colony. 

Harry Barrett, ex-juggler, has re- 
gained part of his sight. Charlie 
Barret also holding up nicely. Both 
at 302 Broadway. 

William ‘Whitey’ Matthews, hoof- 
er, continuing his comeback. 

The aircraft department of the 
Will Rogers Memorial Hospital re- 
ports that to date it has sent 20 
models of planes to the Saranac 
Lake Study and Craft Guild for in- 
spection prior to shipment to the 
Bureau of Aeronautics in Washing- 
ton. Patients contributing to this 
worthy cause are Johnny Jones, 
Harry Feingold, Colin Tracy, 
Richard Sontag and Martin Koop. 

Thanks to Walter Avery, Auburn, 
N. Y¥.; Frank Carter, Manchester, 
N. H.; and Stanley Perry, Worcester, 
for their greetings to this colony. 


4 MORE HOTELS 
TO ARMY IN 
A.C. 


Atlantic City, July 14. 
Army Air Corps took over four 
more Atlantic City hotels this week, 
the Claridge, Ritz-Carlton, Chal- 
tonte and Haddon Hall. 

Local dailies had just gone over- 
board on pix and space about staff, 
show and equipment at Cambridge 
Hall, new addition to the Claridge, 
when news came of army takeover, 
Staffs were pink-slipped. 

This makes eight hostelries that 
have been taken over as Army bil- 
lets. 











Band Competish | 


name bands because of the extensive 
playing time he can give them. 

The skeptics, who can’t see the 
Roxy and Capitol getting sufficient 
name bands, insist that both these 
houses will find themselves forced to 
play name personalities rather than 
name musical aggregations. If so, the 
Capitol, with its smaller seating ca- 
pacity, will have the advantage over 
the Roxy, which is so mammoth that 
a standard gag with comics playing 
there is: ‘it’s like telling a joke to 
somebody standing across the street.’ 

‘Smaller’ Stage 


Balaban’s idea of making the stage 
‘smaller,’ probably via masking in 
and scenic effects, may solve the 
problem the big auditorium now 
poses for talking acts. 

While Balaban’s deal with 20th- 
Fox to take over the operation of the 
house July 27 (when Fanchon & 
Marco’s contract ends) is not fully 
set, there are but few minor poinis to 
work out, The showman has already 
sounded out certain bands and is re- 
ported, in fact, to have signed Glen 
Gray’s Casa Loma crew. This band, 
incidentally, inaugurated the Par’s 
pit band policy several years ago. 

It’s still not definite who will book 
the Roxy for Balaban, although the 
latter is said to have decided on 
F. & M. continuing that job. F. & M. 
officials, however, claim they haven’t 
been so advised. When F. & M. 
broached a name band policy for the 
Roxy several months ago, 20th-Fox 
nixed the idea. 

With the loss of the Roxy, it’s 
figured that the F. & M. office in 
New York will make an attempt to 
build up its talent agency branch; 
also continuing the production end, 
especially the Gae Foster lines, which 
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New USO-Camp Shows’ Exec Setup 
Now Controls Overly Fancy Profits 





It's now being revealed for the USO-CSI is paying that, or slightly 


first time why USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., had such a drastic change of 
administration last fall and brought 
in Abe Lastfogel as executive 


director of the entire servicemen’s 
entertainment setup. Plus Last- 
fogel’s knowledge of and experience 
in the show business, the USO 
wanted to call a halt on the profit 
ratios being realized by some unit 
producers at the time. Two units, 
produced by Al Borde, of Chicago, 
are said to have cleaned up around 
$60,000. The units included one 
headed by Ada Leonard and the 
other Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire,’ of 
which Meroff was part-owner. Each 
unit got over $3,000 weekly on the 
camp tours with USO-CSI providing 
all transportation and baggage costs 
as well. The total profits on the two 
shows were close to $3,000 weekly. 
Both toured for over 20 weeks. 


It’s not clear whether the $60,000 
profit was over and above the $600 
(on both shows) in commissions 
weekly that went to Charles Allen, 
who agented the units to the USO- 
CSI, 

It’s maintained in some quarters 
that Harry Delmar, the then USO 
booker, was not cognizant of Borde’s 
huge profits out of a quasi-charity 
venture, 

Miscalculation 


Delmar also miscalculated in is- 
suing contracts. Me offered acts and 
units 16 successive weeks, although 
the exigencies of making jumps, be- 
tween camps, etc., made it impossible 
for taient to play more that 12 or 
13 weeks out of the 16. USO-CSI, 
however, had to pay, because of the 
contracts, even for the layoffs. 

At the time Delmar was booking, 
Lawrence Phillips, layman placed 
in charge of USO-CSI by the parent 
United Service Organizations, was 
Delmar’s only superior and final 
authority. Phillips didn’t know 
about production and talent costs, 
hence the contracts got by him. 

An idea of the difference in the 
USO-CSI operation ‘ihen’ and ‘now’ 
can be found in the cost of the 
shows. The Ada Leonard unit got 
over $3,000 for 18 people; presently 
S oetieemnrent 


vie 


\ 

















more, for 35-40 people units. 


Making sure that there’s no over. 
paying and high profits, Lastfogel is 
not only keeping a close watch him- 
self, but has a booking committee, 
comprising the show-buyers for all 
the major circuits, sitting in at 
weekly meetings and passing on 
show costs. 

Delmar is now in a liaison post 
between USO-CSI and camp com- 
manders. Phillips is the USO rep in 
the entertainment setup, said to be 
drawing a $10,000 annual salary. 


~ Finally 


The thrice-postponed opening of the 
new Mother Kelly's nitery on the 
site of the former Beachcomber on 
Broadway is now scheduled to come 
off tonight (Wednesday). 

Spot has been having difficulty get- 
ting a liquor license, 








Ray Morton opens Copley-Plaza, 
Boston, Wednesday (15), following 
Hal Saunders. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL 


NAME ACTS 


That played the Colonial Theatre, Detroit, Mich., in last 3 


years. 


It-would-be-to-your advantage to get in touch 


immediately with 


A.B.C. THEATRICAL BOOKING 


410 Madison Theatre 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Hal McIntyre Orch (18) with 
Jerry Stuart and Frances Gaynor; 
Connee Boswell, Larry Adler, Jack 
Marshall, The Ghezzis (2); ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary?’ (Par), re- 
viewed in ‘Variety,’ June 17, 1942. 








Connee Boswell and Larry Adler 
are of sufficient marquee and en- 
tertainment value to promote a 
healthy take, bolstering the film, 
which reeeived mixed notices, and 
the comparatively new Hal McIntyre 
band. Aside from the McIntyre orch 
(reviewed separately under Band 
Reviews), which makes its Broadway 
debut with this booking, the Para- 
mount stage lineup is composed of 
veteran turns, each a standout and 
garnering correspondingly sock 
audience response, 

Miss Boswell, of course, tops 
everything on the bill. That she 
makes a return engagement here 
after having played the house only 
a few weeks ago speaks for itself. 
Her impassioned delivery of one of 
the most moving patriotic melodies 
of the year, ‘This is Worth Fighting 
For,’ is her best by far although she 
exercises excellent judgment, com- 
bined with her usual vocal charm, 
in choice of other numbers such as 
‘Somebody Else’ and ‘One Dozen 
Roses.’ ‘Fighting For,’ which 
brought rousing applause, paves the 
way for the finale, when Miss Bos- 
well leads the audience in singing 
the national anthem. 

Adler runs Miss Boswell a close 
second for applause. Top-ranking 
harmonica soloist, Adler, since his 
last booking at this Paramount de 
luxer, has padded his stuff with 
comedy talk for excellent effect. 
His unique instrumental work is, as 
always, a click. Current repertoire 
includes ‘Blues in the Night,’ ‘Bo- 
lero’ and ‘Beat Me, Daddy.’ 

Four-act bill, exclusive of the 
McIntyre aggregation, is smartly 
balanced with Jack Marshall, comic, 
and The Ghezzis, equilibrists. Mar- 
shall is a slick eccentric comedian. 
He opens weakly with some dated 
gags, double talk and mugging, but 
gets up steam rapidly and winds 
up with a couple of pungent routines 
that leave the customers in a happy 
frame of mind. His hat number, 
where he twists a straw rim into 
shapes associated with various per- 
sonalities, is a big winner. He also 
clicks notably with his funny im- 
personation of ‘Private Butch Mc- 
Gurk,’ a dumb draftee. Marshall’s 
opening material needs trimming to 
insure maximum results. 

The Ghezzis uncork some arco- 
batic business that rates with the 
best. For an encore boys do a jit- 
terbug dance on their hands. 

Capacity biz at show caught. 

Mori, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 10. 
Clyde Lucas Orch (14) with Lyn 
Lucas, Judy senove with Sister Anne, 
3 Oxford oys, Biltmorettes (3), 
Jane Ward, Teddy Martin; ‘This Gun 
for Hire’ (Par), 








Band’s usually the magnet at the 
WB deluxer but this week it’s Judy 
Canova, the film comedienne. Orch 
of Clyde Lucas is new in these parts, 
and outfit is chiefly distinctive in 
the novelty line, being merely pleas- 
ant and average in the regulation 
stuff. Since Miss Canova was a first- 
rate hillbilly clown, with act of 
Annie, Judy and Zeke, before she 
became a flicker star, it isn’t sur- 
prising that her personal appearance 
1s more than just a p.a. the picture 
names usually indulge in during lay- 
offs or around income tax time. Sis- 
ter Annie is stil, with her, both as 
Plano. accompanist and soloist and 
okay op either score. 

The Canova act isn’t quite as 
strong as it used to be in the days 
when she was working in the trio, 
but it’ll do very well. Rigged up 
in the Ozarks’ finest—she calls her 
clod-hoppers ‘wedgies’ and_ those 
white cotton stockings ‘Georgia ny- 
lons’-—Miss Canova goes in for her 
usual vocal gymnastics with those 
trick pipes of hers and swings right 
into it first with ‘Benny the Beaver’ 
and ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody,’ which she 
did in ‘Seatterbrain’ (Rep). Intro- 
duces her sister, who does a key- 
board solo of ‘St. Louis Blues,’ and 
then another piano’s wheeled out 
for a duet, with Judy mugging 
through her end of it but also re- 
vealing a pretty good understanding 
of the instrument. Latter bit, how- 
ever, doesn’t come off as it should 
and could be scissored in favor of 
stronger material. Otherwise, turn’s 
okay and cinema lady earns her 
keep and also the customers’ ap- 
proval. They kept her coming back 
for a couple of minutes. 

Lucas’ crew is made up of four 
trombones, five saxes, piano, bass 
and drums, with the maestro m.c.ing 
and revealing a tendency to be just 
a bit too garrulous in his announce- 
ments. Needs to cut down the run- 
ning time of his spiels considerably. 
Band clicks right from the start with 
a hice production idea for ‘Conga 
Rhythm,’ with the drums redlighted 
On a darkened stage, and fares best 
after that with ‘When the Circus 
Comes to Town,’ a swell piece of 


musical business, and a new tune | 


called ‘The Wolf Song,’ with accom- 


panying whistles and sound effects 
in the drug-store cowboy manner. 
Femme vocalist is Jane Ward with 
a_better-than-average delivery and 
plenty of versatility, too. Slips from 
a hot and lowdown ‘I Want a Big 
Fat Papa’ to the sentimental, with 
schmaltz, on ‘He. Wears a Pair of 
Silver Wings,’ and keeps them both 
solid. Lucas’ other singer, Teddy 
Martin, has too much tremolo and 
flattens out ‘Begin the Beguine’ and 
‘We've Got Something Worth Fight- 
ing For.’ It’s not so noticeable in 
his trio and quartet work, however, 
and he’s satisfactory there. 

Real sock of the show is neither 
of the hedliners but the 3 Oxford 
Boys, who were last here with tour- 
ing company of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ and 
at that time doubled into a local 
nitery, Nixon Cafe. Threesome has 
acquired a lot of polish since they 
first hit Stanley two or three years 
ago and, as usual, tie things up tight 
with their vocal band impersona- 
tions, set to some excellent material. 
Other act is the Biltmorettes, trio of 
good-looking gals who do their acro- 
batic flip-flopping with greatest of 
ease. Only trouble is that another 
set of gals. the Ambassadoretts, did 
precisely the same tricks, even %0 
the rope-jumping, at Stanley with 
Benny Goodman just about six 
weeks ago. Cohen. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, July 10. 
Morton Downey, Bert Wheeler with 
Fancetta Malloy & Hank Ladd, Jack 
Leonard, Stadlers (2), Youman Bros. 
& Francis, Ray Lang’s Orch (12); 
‘Men of San Quentin’ (PRC). 





Aggregation of surefire entertain- 
ers with tried-and-true routines, this 
bill found a receptive house on its 
opening here. 

Stadlers, knockabout comedy dan- 
ers, opened and drew nice applause. 
Especially good is their ‘Cook’s 
Tour Around the World,’ in which 
they depict, in terpsichore, hitchhik- 
ing methods in strange cities. 

Youman Brothers and Francis are 
two boys with flute and accordion, 
a girl with a fiddle. They’re a slick 
trio and their impressions of Kay 
Kyser, Wayne King, Benny Good- 
man, Artie Shaw and Fred Waring 
are startlingly accurate. 

Jack Leonard’s act is a hodge- 
podge of face-making, chortles, 
lightning imitations, etce., ending 
with a very funny, elephantine 
dance. : 

Morton Downey, of course, is still 
among the top delineators of song. 
He did 10 songs on the opening show 
to terrific applause. 

Bert Wheeler still shares with 
Charlie Chaplin the ineffable pathos 
of the little guy who is always the 
butt of other people’s inconsidera- 
tion. Wheeler tries hard to sing, to 
tell jokes, to dance, but fhe ‘selfish 
interference’ of Hang Ladd and 
Francetta Malloy always relegate 
him to the background. But he 
solos Iater, munching a sandwich and 
‘confiding’ the dirt about his fellow- 
performers to a hysterical audience. 
He was great. 

Although it was a hot day biz was 
s.r.o. Friday (10). Loop. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


{STEEL PIER) 


Atlantic City, July 11. 

Buster Shaver with Olive and 
George; 4 Whitson Bros.; DeVal, 
Merle & Lee, James Evans, Johnny 
Barnes, Dick Dana, Charlie Kemper, 
Harry Savoy, George Haggerty, Ben 
Yost Singers (9), Music Hall Orch 
(11); ‘Syncopation’ (RKO), 








Music Hall’s usual wide variety of 
entertainment is lacking this week 
with too much emphasis placed on 
| juggling acts, of which there were 
ithree at show caught Saturday (11). 
|The Juvelys, finishing up from last 
| week: Four Whitson Brothers and 
| James Evans make up the juggling 
land balancing acts which were all 
well received, with Evans giving out- 
standing performance. 

DeVal, Merle and Lee open with 
graceful ballroom dance, changing to 
burlesk stepping with rough and 
tumble antics to get big hand. 
Johnny Barnes does some tapping 
and finishes with okay impression of 
Bill Robinson. Buster Shaver and 
|his midgets, Olive and George, 
dance, sing and chatter in amusing 
fashion to win plaudits. Especially 
good is the little lady’s impersona- 
tion of Mae West in conversation 
with George. . 

The home team of Modern Min- 
strels has much bigger spot this 
week; they include singing by Ben 
Yost group and comedy by Dick 
Dana, Charlie Kemper, George Hag- 
gerty and Harry Savoy. Ybdst re- 
peats his army songs of last week, 
which go over well, including his 
plea for bonds and stamps sales. 
Several skits with four comedians 
and Dana, straight, make up this 
week’s program of minstrels. 

Music Hall has gone back to old 
system of being part of the one ad- 
mission to pier. Pier found it diffi- 
cult to make customers understand 
one admission did not entitie them 
to everything including vaude show. 
'Front 500 seats (reserved) cost 35c. 
extra. House filled at Saturday 
showing. Carter. 











STATE, N. Y. 


Will Bradley Orch (12) with 
Michael Raymond; Trixie, Ray & 
Trent, Murphy Sisters (3); Cynda 
Glenn; ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), 








It may be the marquee billing 
that’s drawing the customers to the 
State this week, but when once the 
payees are inside the entertainment 
is mostly in the hands of the bill’s 
supporting performers. Will Brad- 
ley’s makeshift band is making little 
impression as the headliner, and 
thereby lies the layout’s only real 
disappointment. Cynda Glenn, fea- 
tured, more than sustains her share 
of the billing. 


For Bradley, himself a genuinely 
expert musician, it’s been a series of 
bad breaks of late, with the draft’s 
depletion of his outfit being the most 
potent factor in relegating what was 
once a coming band to what is now 
just a group of ordinary musicians. 
It hasn’t a single redeeming feature 
outside of the leader’s personable, 
quiet fronting. This outfit, which 
Bradley somehow has gotten to- 
gether for several commitments, ter- 
minates as a Bradley band with this 
booking, with the leader returning 
to radio, from which he originaily 
came, 

_ Orch consists of six brass includ- 
ing the maestro’s own trombone, 
four reeds and three rhythm, and 
at no time does the outfit distinguish 
itself, except possibly for the ac- 
companiment of the bill’s other acts. 
Band is on stage throughout and its 
accompaniment for the other talent 
has enabled Ruby Zwerling’s house 
band to catch up on their ginrummy. 

A suggestion of the band’s inade- 
quacy is in the little spotlighting 
given to the group as a whole or to 
any one of the individuals. Michael 
Raymond, featured vocalist with the 
outfit, was formerly an usher at the 
State. When caught he was ex- 
tremely nervous, sang off-key and 
revealed a negative personality. 

Rest of the setup ranges from good 
to great entertainment. Trixie, the 
cute little blonde juggler, is still 
manipulating the rubber balls and 
hoops that have by now become 
standard with her. As usual, she 
gives her excel: 4:t turn a neat touch 
of showmanship. 

Ray and Trent are generally 
standard hand-balancers, but they 
have a neat sense of comedy and 
salesmanship that sets them apart 
from the general run of such acts. 
They can play anywhere, in either 
niteries or vaudeville, with some of 
the male duo’s tricks commanding 
attention from the novelty stand- 
point. 

The Murphy Sisters (3) (New 
Acts), of course, are to be likened 
to the Andrews trio and the former 
Boswells. This is a quick repeat 
for them at the State, since it was 
only several months ago that they 
were here as a part of Carl Hoff’s 
orchestra. 

Cynda Glenn, of course, has be- 
come as standard as war bonds and 
the dimout. Miss Glenn is still an 
excellent comedienne with her sat- 
ires arid loose-joined mannerisms. 
Her change of material, especially 
the opener, has quickened her pace. 
Her mimicry of Garbo is still one of 
her best. 

The picture, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), 
headed by Red Skelton, Eleanor 
Powell, Bert Lahr and Tommy Dor- 
sey’s orchestra, seems to be draw- 
ing the major part of the business. 
Thursday’s (9) last show had a fair 
attendance. Naka, 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 10. 

Sammy Kaye Orch featuring 
Tommy Ryan, Art Wright, 3 Kay- 
dettes, Nancy Norman, Don Cornell 
with 3 Nonchalants and Sterner Sis- 
ters; ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). 

It’s several summers now since 
this Shea deluxer showed Sammy 
Kaye’s band, fresh from the N. Y. 
Hotel Commodore, for one of its 
first stage show performances. No- 
ticeably short on footlight showman- 
ship then, the Kaye crew now rates | 
a peak slot among stage bands, _ 

Kaye’s audience participation 
stunt, ‘Want to Lead a Band?’ with 
its shrewd capitalization of the jit- 
teroo penchant for exhibitionism, un- 
doubtedly has had much to do with} 
the group’s growth in stage stature, | 
as has also the acquisition by the} 
maestro and the ensemble of a sure 
sense of pacing, timing and a folksy 
style of stunting and gagging. 

This is the first stage show of the 
summer at the Buff. The lineup of 
added talent won’t warp the wallet, 
but with Kaye putting pressure on 
the band personnel it turns out to be 
one of the most entertaining concep- 
tions seen here in a long while. 
The crew impresses as crack instru- 
mentalists and their individual and 
group contributions, as well as 
Kaye’s deft and intelligent handling 
of the wordage, rate it a show pack- 
age up there with the best. 

Opening with a line of straight 
audience-welcoming verbiage by 
Kaye, the band whams over ‘Jingle 
Jangle,’ with the Kaydettes assisting 
and the routine brightly sparked 
with surefire comedy strokes. Don 





Cornell, a new tenor, plunks a soar- 
} > ‘ , 
ing delivery of ‘Stage Hoor Canteen 
for a swelling weicome. 


The'Anger, who produced. 


Sterner Twins touch up the proceed- 
ings next with their cute and color- 
ful tap terping. Additional deliv- 
eries of ‘Take Me,’ ‘My Gal Sal’ and 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ latter prettily re- 
prised by pianist Art Wright’s vocal, 
are notched high in the routine. 

The maestro sells Nancy Norman 
in a smart buildup to which she 
measures up with her husky torch- 
ing. Gypsy medley follows, fore- 
grounded again by the vivacious 
Sterners, and segued by the tricky 
illuminated tambo novelty number 
for heavy -returns. Tommy Ryan 
gives with ‘Johnny Doughboy,’ 
‘Beguine’ and a revival of ‘My 
Buddy’ which strikes a nostalgic note 
although over rhythmic, Flag-wav- 
ing ‘New Glory to Old Glory,’ from 
Kaye’s new 20th-Fox picture, could 
be soft-pedalled in these surround- 
ings. Rough-house clowning of the 
3 Nonchalants is top drawer in the 
acro division, with the dumb patter 
of the deadpan partner good for 
high comedy rating. 

“Want to Lead a Band?’ finds Kaye, 
the ensemble and the candidates 
clicking at full speed for a riotous 
finale. A red-headed gob respond- 
ing to the monicker of Jimmy Sulli- 
van walked off with the leader 
laurels—and why not? He turned 
out to be none other than the head 
man of ‘Jimmy Sullivan and _ his 
Captivating Rhythms from Erie, 
Pa.” And he showed ’em how to 
lead Kaye’s band in spades, with the 
fans frothing for more. 

Noon show opening day played to 
a sturdy queue of standees and indi- 
cations are for a heavy week's work- 
out at the stiles, Burton. 


TOWER, K. C. 


2 Kansas City, July 11. 
Ozzie Nelson Orch with Harriet 
Hilliard, Bernie Jones; Bob Dupont, 
Stone & Barton, Armando & Lita; ‘It 
Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). 











During the summer layoff from 
their air show with Red Skelton, 
Ozzie Nelson and Harriet Hilliard 
are touring theatres, this one the 
second of several stage dates lined up 
in the midwest. It’s also the first 
appearance in Kansas City for the 
outfit, although Miss Hilliard was 
originally Peggy Snyder here and 
considerable publicity is resulting 
on that score. With a trio of added 
acts the orch troupe is putting on 
an hour of modern, well-paced en- 
tertainment. 

Nelson m.c.s in his customary air 
style, and is on stage throughout 
the hour, leading the band and also 
singing. He calls on the band for 
several specialties, with outfit com- 
prising four saxes, three trumpets, 
three trombones and three rhythm. 
Band obliges with a peppy opening 
number, then ‘Bandleader’s Blues,’ 
specialty which Nelson dramatizes 
vocally: a jam number, ‘Rasputin’s 
Laundry,’ which is newly from the 
pen of pianist Paul Smith and in- 
troduced here, and a closing salute 
to service men with songs from the 
various branches of the armed 
forces. Miss Hilliard is on near 
closing to show her own strong 
vocal ability and work out a pair of 
novelty songs with hubby Ozzie. 

Of the added acts Bob Dupont is 
far and away the most outstanding, 
His comedy juggling of tennis balls 
and Indian clubs, interspersed with 
a line of timely gags, is solid enter- 
tainment. Near opening Stone and 
Barton tap out a challenge routine 
and stair and chair steps in lively 
fashion. Past the half-way mark 
Armando and Lita have the stage 
for some slapstick ballroom clown- 
ing, but are possibly a little over- 
drawn on time. Bernie Jones of the 
orch gets a featured spot with his 
Svenska dialect on pop tunes, ‘Jin- 
gle Jangle’ and ‘Little Grass Shack.’ 

Screen billing of ‘It Happened in 
Flatbush’ is somewhat more attrac- 
tive than usual from the film front, 
and house is in for a good week. 


Quin. 
EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, July 12. 


Dennis Day, Ames & Arno, Gaud- | 


smith Bros., Roxyettes, Joe Lombardi 


House Orch; ‘Great Man's Lady’ | 


(Par). 





Dennis Day is doing all right by 
himself currently at this Warner 
house. His appearances with Jack 
Benny are responsible for some of 


the biggest receptions accorded a| 


name here. 

Day sings five pop numbers, in- 
cluding the patriotic ‘This Is Worth 
Fighting For.’ The singer gets plenty 
of laughs, too, between numbers, and 
his recorded introduction by Jack 
Benny is novel and helps. 

Gaudsmith Bros., with their fa- 
miliar act, are given a nice intro- 
duction via a number called ‘The 
Pet Show’ by the 16 line girls, and 
then the brothers proceed to do their 
long-establisheg tumbling acrobatics 
with their poodles to excellent re- 
ults. 

: Ames and Arno, standard act for 
years, got good returns with their 
acrobatic dancing. 

Another clever number by the 
girls and Joe Lombardi’s fine rendi- 
tion with the house orchestra of a 
George M. Cohan medley closed the 
well-staged layout, a credit ee 

arg. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


A. Robins, Richard Stuart & Flora 
Lea, Faludy Troupe, Floy & Martha 
Read, Bob Hannon, Roxyettes, Paul 
Ash House Orch; ‘The Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ 
June 3, 42. 








‘Magnific:nt Dop>’ (2¢th) and a 
40-minute stageshow headed by A, 
Robins, vet clown of vaudeville, 
were to be a one-week shot to fill 
the gap between the closing of ‘Ten 
Gentlemen from West Point’ (20th) 
and the oper’i.g skedded for last 
Thursday (9) of ‘This Above All,’ 
which 20th is anxious to get on its 
way, but due to the business ‘Dope’ 
g.rnered, whole show was held 
over instead. 

Current presentation is more 
spectacle than anything else, em- 
phasis being on colorful settings, 
effective lighting and background- 
ing. Very fitting for Fourth of 
July week was the flag-theme pro- 
duction number held over from the 
previous four-week run of ‘West 
Point.’ It not only merits being re- 
tained because of its tireliness, but 
also because of patriotic, stirring 
elements and beauty. 

‘The Song of the Free,’ written 
by Kurt Weill and Archibald Mac- 
Leish, lends vigor to the highly ef- 
fective routine of the Gae Foster 
Roxyettes who work cn white stairs 
in costumes of red. white and blue, 
while topping is the parade of all 
the United Nations’ flags. This 
whole number could be revived 
from time to time in the interests 
of patriotism. 

The opening set is in the nature of 
a setting for a fiesta, with the ac- 
cent on the goad-neighbor theme, 
Appropriate costuming largely helps 
bring out this idea. Faludy Troupe 
of six acrobats, featuring teeter- 
board work, appears against this 
background, scoring very strongly 
in somersaults to three and foure 
high. 

The same setting serves for the 
modern dance rhythm team of 
Richard Stuart and Flora Lea. They 
do two routines, one in which the 
man handles the castanets, some- 
what of a*rarity, while the other 
might be called a cape dance, with 
Stuart suggesting a toreador. Slick 
manipulation of the cape and the 
manner in which Miss Lea handles a 
full-bodied skirt give their second 
number striking effects. 

Floy and Martha Read, sister 
team, engage in an opening singing 
chore as the Foster line works a 
routine, and also appear about mid- 
dle with Bob Hannon, regular vocal- 
ist here, in lending plenty of punch 
to ‘Jingle, Jangle.” They appear as 
cowgirls in latter, while the Roxy- 
ettes contribute production weight 
in a cute number which has them 
costumed also as cowgals and with 
jingles on their boots. Hannon 
opens the session in one, singing 
three pops. They liked him im- 
mensely, when caught. 

Robins precedes the flag-wavin 
portion, getting over well, ay og 

ar, 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, July 12. 
‘New Stars Revue’ with Russell 
Swann, Callahan Sisters, Line (16), 
Maysy & Brach, Sam Jack Kaufman 
House Orch, Lynn Allison, Art 
Brown & Linda Ware; ‘Moontide’ 
(20th). 





Linda Ware and the 16 linegirls 
are the surprises on the current 
Capitol bill—Miss Ware with her re- 
markably good voice, and the Rock- 
ets, whose opening number shows 
off their versatility. 

Russell Swann, making his first 
appearance in Washington, is a 
clever comedian and magician. He 
went over big. 

The Callahan Sisters harmonize 
well. They go over as do Maysy 
and Brach with their. trick riding 
and juggling on the high unicycles. 

Another of Sam Jack Kaufman’s 
always excellent overtures is this 
week’s ‘Operatic Jams.’ A good num- 
ber, ‘Rain,’ written by Gene Ford, 
house manager, is another orch of- 
fering, closing show. Marg. 


| OLYMPIA, MIAMI 





Miami, July 12. 
Sammy White, Allen, Burns & 
| Cody, Varios & Vida, Rio & Rita, 
Aunt Jemima, Harry Reser House 
Orch; ‘The Big Shot’ (WB). 





| Tepid talent turnout, brightened 
| only by presence of a sensational 
| young acro team who literally blast 
'the house off its hands in the night- 
|eap, earning the heaviest palm bar- 
jrage heard here in months. 
| Trio of Allen, Burns and Cody 
lreally live up to their billing as 
| Acromaniacs, uncorking some of the 
|most spectacular muscle maneuver- 
ling ever seen here. Resembling a 
|trio of undergrads, boys accomplish 
\all their lifts in jitterbug tempo. An 
ace act, rating attention both as a 
|nitery and stage attraction. 

Sammy White remains a clever 
eccentric hoofer, but his comedy is 
4static. Routine of a ballerina bath- 
ling is a feeble attempt to gloss up 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF JULY 17 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramoant (15) 
Hal McIntyre Bd 
Connee Boswell 
Larry Adler 
Jack Marshall 
The Ghezzis 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (17) 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Tip. Tap & Toe 
Cookie Bowers 
CHICAGO 
Ch (17) 


Lane & Ward 
Pau] Regan 
MIAMI 
Olympia (15-18) 
Maxine B & Bobby 

Local Quartette 

Chaz Chase 

Eddie, J & Betty 

Terry & Ralph Rio 
AH 


ou A 
Orpheum (17) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Bob DuPont 
Barton & Stone 





icage 
Tommy Dorsey Bd 


Armando & Lita 








RKO 





CLEVELAND 
Palace (17) 
Clyde Lucas Orc 
al LeRoy 
ouise Beavers 
Will & G Ahearn 


(10) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Lewis & Van 


Tommy Trent 
Rogers Dancers 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand 


(17) 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Val Setz 
Ross Sis 


Judy Canova 


(10) 
Raymond Scott Orc 
Al Bernie 
Dick & Dot Remy 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (17) 
cronte Masters Or 

ert Wheeler 
Dick & Dot Remy 
Radio Aces 
(10) 


Jim Wong Tro 
Ruth Ciayton 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
10 


( 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Judy Canova 
Oxford Boys 
Biltmorettes 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (17) 
Roxyettes 
Billy House Co 
Ben Dova 
3 Oxford Boys 
(10) 
Roxyettes 
Dennis Day 
Ames & Arno 





filton Berle 
en Yost’s Vikings 
seonard Sues 


Gaudsmith Bros 








Loew 





MEW YORK CITY 
State (15) 
6 Willys 
ims & Bailey 
farie & Filoria 
arty May 


Gorden & Rogers 


Andy Kirk Ore 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (15) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (17) 
Jimmy Dorsey 
Hie Thompson 
Rosas Wyse. Jr. 
' June Mann 


Ore 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (16) 

Betty Bruce 

Robert Landrum 

Walter Dare Wahl 

Rockettes 

Ballet 

Glee Club 

Symphony Orc 

Alvin (13) 

Ed Wynn 

Jane Froman 

Smith & Dale 

Carmen Amaya 

The Di Gatanos 

Hermanos W Trio 

Davidson & Forgy 

Herzogs 

Volga Singers 

penenes & Uno 
enor Wences 

Emil Coleman Ore 
46th St. Theatre 

(17) 


Lou Holtz 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 
Paul Draper 
Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
— Forman 
ricklayers 
BROOKLYN 
Marine (19) 
ene & Lane 
ack Early 
he DeQuincys 
erry Bergman 
q1 to fill) 
Mayfair (18) 
ene & Lane 
jack Early 
he DeQuincys 
erry Bergman 
1 to fill) 
woed (15) 
ertay Sis 
erry Bergman 
ay Palmer 
Speed Kings 


(1 to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (17-20) 


Sammy Kaye Ore 
3 Nonchalants 
6terner Sis 
ASBURY PARK 
Paramount (12-16) 
Garron & Bennett 
Kay & Karol 
foke & Poke 
ills. Lee & Powers 
of & J Allen 
everiy Page 
Ross & Bennett 
L Manning & Mitzi 
17-28 


The Pelletiers 
King & Ariena 
ogash & Bardine 
ed Dooley Co 
Marjorie Green 
J May & D Ryan 
2 Harmonettes 
Sammy White 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid's Pier (12) 
Vaughn Monroe Or: 


Steel Pier (17) 
Dennis Day 
Bell Tro 
Charlie Barnet Orc 
Alex Bartha Orc 
Barr & Wates 
Maysy & Brach 
Dick Dana 
Geo Haggerty 
Ben Yost Singers 
Charles Kemper 

BALTIMORE 

Hippedrome (16) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Nelson Sis 
Don Tannen 

State (16-18) 

Don & Lee Dale 
Blossom Sis 
ee oo 





Wilfred Mae 8 
Ross & West 
Gambols Rev 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyrie (17-19) 
Martha Raye 
Mark Ballero 
4 Macks 
2 Zephyrs 
CAMDEN 
Towers (17-19) 
The Kemmys e 
Rod Rogers 
Hector & Pals 
York & King 
6 Modelettes 
HARTFORD 
State (17-19) 
Ann Miller 
Ned Sparks 
Rimacs Ore 
Rubinoff 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Cirele (17) 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Don Cummings 
Rutvy & B Ambrose 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (14-17) 
John Gallus 
Wally Brown 
Richards-Adair D 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Curran (13) 
George Jessel 
Jack Haley 
Elia Logan 
Kitty Carlisle 
The De Marcos 
Buck & Bubbles 
Con Colleano 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Olsen & Shirelyv 
El Capitan (15) 
Ken Murray 
Billy Gilbert 
Marie Wilson 
Nicholas Bros 
Connie Russel} 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 
Roy Davis 
Betty Atkinson 
Park & Clifford 
Helene Gardner 
Helen Charleston 
Vivian Marshall 





Romer Twins 

K. Stevens Line 10 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbreek (.8) 

The Dwights 

Bob Bayliss 

Rogers & Page 

(2 to fill) 
WATERBURY 
Poli's (15-16) 

Martha Raye 

Mark Ballero 

4 Macks 

2 Zephyrs 

WILLOW GROVE, 

Willow Grove Pk 
(19th Only) 





Don & Lee Dale 
John Gallus 
Seed & White 
Wally Brown 
Richards-Adair D 
WASHINGTON 
Heward (17) 
Fats Waller Ore 
Myra Johnson 
Cari & Harryette 
Chuck & Chuckles 
B ‘Snakehips’ Davis 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (21-23) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
3 Nonchalants 
Sterner Sis 





Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 


Geo. Morris Ore 
Yvonne Chevalier 


Ben Marden Riviera 


Chavez Orc 
Pancho Orc 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lyn Reynolds 
Marcia Ballard 
Norma Lucero 
Suzanne Daye 
Lynne & Marianne 
Pon Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
‘Spike Harrison’ 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Rilly Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Pierre 
Beverly Whitney 
Margaret Scott 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Hazel Scott 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eddie South Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti's 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Orc 
Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Jc2 Richardel Ore 
Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Ai Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Thelma Nevins 





Clab 18 
G. Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Diana Fontaine 


Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Muriel Lynne 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Club Samoa 
Mabelle Russelle 
Linda Castro 
Ching 
14 Samoa Maids 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Orc 
Noble Sissle Orc 
El Chico 
Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 
El Morecce 
Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 
Zorita 
Sunny Tufts 
Eppie Bruce 
Sam Price 
Ramsy Del Rico 
Froeba Orc 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
Narita 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Caballero Orch 


51 Club 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros. 


Barbara Lee 
Margie Kelly 
Margo Goode 
Stuart Orc 
Greenwich Village 








nn 
Carol Chappelle 


NEW YORK CITY 


Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Orc 


Havana- Madrid 


Tapia & Romero 
Froilan Maya 
Rica Martinez 
Cerney Twins 
Contreras Co 
Maya Orc 
Senoritas 
Gilberto Ore 


Hickory House 
Ancil Sweet 





Hotel Roosevelt 


Walter Perner Orch 
Hotel Savoy 


(Cafe Lounge) 
Larry Adler 
Roy Ross Orch 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Boom) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 


Hetel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 


(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 


sto 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Conchita Martinez 
Lina Romay 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Reom) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hurricane 
Gertrude Niesen 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Pelliteers 
Van Kirk 
Sammy Birch 
Dick Warren Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Freddie Bernard 
Roberta Welch 
Wallace Puppets 
Kolette &. Deane 
Kozloft 
Nadya & Dinitree 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 








Chorus Girls 
19th Hole Club 


Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 

Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Number One 


Jaye Martin 
Anne White 
Downey & Greggs 
Hazel Webster 
Onyx Club 
Bricktop 
Tookie Hunter 
Mabel Mercer 
Mae Barnes 
Earl & Toni 
3 Chocolates 


Old Roumanian 


Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Orc 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
anya Borodkin 
eannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Orc 
Queen Mary 
Consuelo Flowerton 
B. Jones Trio 
Chiquita & Giris 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Orc 
Ashburns 
Syivia St Clair 
Rainbow Room 


L & E Roberts 


Chas Weidman Co 
Mimi Benzelle 
Carlos Montoya 


Terry Sis Ore 

Cavallero Orc 
Ruban Blea 

Mildred Bailey 





Ton! Sorrel 
Ruth Warr 
Betty Gayn 
Jacque Hili 
Flo Mallory 
Clab Harlem 
Lary Steele 
J Gorham’'s Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Viola Jefferson 
Frances Brock 
Garland Wilson 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Helen Penn's Co 
Club Madrid 
Jackie Law 
Teddy Keller 
Nanette 
Club Serenaders 


Club Nomad 


Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
Marjorie Jane 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Caton 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Mari Kim 
_ Dede Ranch 
Bill Valee 
Gary Gray 
Billy Du Val 
Serenaders Ore 
Cowboy Orc 
Gables Inn 
(Biack Horse Pike) 
Nan De Mar 
Howard Wilkie 
Russ Taylor 
Gables Orc 





Jockey’s Derby OCl’b 
ks 


Kiki Hall 
Pe 


Helene 
Bonnie Ferris 
Paddeck Int’ 
Zorita 
Chet Boswell 
Yvonettes Rev 
Betty Coette 
Sandra Kent 
Vici Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 
Bob Bell 
Paradise Club 
Ford-Bowie- Bailey 
Bobby Evans 
Savannah Churchil! 
Connie Harris 


Conway & Parks 
Chris Columbus Ore 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 
Room 


(Palm ) 
Al Francis Orc 

President Hotel 
(Round W’rid R'm) 
Herbert Curbello O 
Pepito Lopez 
Franco & Beryl 
Pupi Dancers 
Phylis Baker 
Neil Fontaine 
Johnny Hamp 
Maria Lopez 
Del Monte Ore 


Seaside Hotel 


(Surf ’n’ Sand R’m) 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 


H Morrissey Orc 
Chico Simone Ore 
Gail Manners 
Marisol 
Artie Dann 
Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Car| & F Simpson 
Gay & Fenton 
DeWald & Madel’ne 
Casa Manana 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O'Brien 
Jimmy Gallagher 


asinnenntememenentaneneell 
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Peggy Stevens 

Jean Murray 

Larry Bennett Orc 
Hotel Astor 
(Aster Roof) 

Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Frank Sinatra 

Jo Stafford 

Zigey Elman 

Buddy Rich 

Pied Pipers 
Hotel Belmont 


aza 

(Glass Hat) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Bill Johnson 
Christine Forsythe 
Costain & Barry 
Belmont 10 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Anita Rosales 


Hotel Biltmore 


Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 


Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 


Tmogene 
Ray McKinley’ Ore 
Hotel Edison 


Bobby Byrne Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 

Deane Janis 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Sth Ave 


(Salon Madrid) 


Cass Franklin 
De Marlos 


Guy Rodian 

Fay Marde 

Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 


Hotel Lexington 
(Hawatian Rm) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikat 
Mcintyre Ore 
Napua 
Leiiani Iaea 
Hotel MeAlpiar 
Dick Robertson Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Ore 
Helen Young 
Bob Huston (4) 
tonny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Peter Killam 
Mark Plant 
Ariane 
Eileen Brokaw 


Hetel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Revuers 
Mark & Viola 
3 Harmoneers 
Bunny Howard 
Charlie Bourne Ens 
Lynn Spofford 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Reyal Palm) 
Dell O’Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hote! Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 


Arthur Carney 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 
Stanley Melba Ore 


Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 

Ben Cutler 


Long 





DiGatanos 





Gracie Barrie 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Kelly’s Stable 
Red Allen Ore 
J. C. Higginbotham 
Dixie Roberts 
4 Ginger Snaps 
La Conga 
Dr Marcus 
Eleanor Teeman 
Pupi Co 
Josephine Del Mar 
Gallente & Leonarda 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Lazara Castellanos 
Sacasas Orc 
Herb Sherry Orc 
La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 
La Martinique 
Walter O'Keefe 
Irene Vernon 
Vera Shea 
Billie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
Grace De Witt 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Jere McMahon 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Orc 
La Vie Parisienne 
Sylvia St Clair 
Hildegarde Hallid’y 
Rasha & Mirko 
Gabrielle 
Julius Monk 
Latin Quarter 
Juanita Rios 
Barbara Perry 
Tade Ling 
Winters 
Frank Mazzoe Co 
Trixie 
Gloria Gilbert 
Lela Moore 
Martel (3) 
Bob Fuller 
Jane Wood 
Alec Pierce Ore 
Fernando Caney OC 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Al Siegal 
Susan Miller 
Richard Lane 
W & E Mae 
Sonia Shaw 
M & B Whelan 
Eric Thorsen 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 
Mother Kelly’s 
Cully Richards 
Diamond Bros 





Richard Bennett 
Dave Barbour 
Jack Gilford 
Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Lotte Goslar 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Arthur Blake 
Noble & King 


Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 
Charles Blaum Ore 
Bob Knight Orc 


The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 


Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 

Tony Pastor’s 
Pat Rossi 
Annette Guerlain 
Princess Aloma 
Lilyan Lorraine 
Joan Ellis 


Ubangi Club 


Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewis 


Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Orc 
Abbey Orc 
Wivel 


Bob. Lee 

Lilyan Dell 

Tommy Hayden 

Doris Neilson 

Chas Bowman Ore 

Theodore Brooks 

The Paulens 

Versailles 

Bergere Orc 

Panchito Orc 

Marj Gainswerth 

Francis Abella 

Marj Fielding'’s Co 

Rossi Sisters 

Dot & Barbara 

J Mignac 

Iisa Kevin 

Mae Blondell 

Mary Ganly 
Village Barn 


The Blentons 

Diane Davis 

Alkali Ike 

Al Robinson 

Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Leadbelly 

Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood 3 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette’s Club 
Owen & Parker 
Carlisle Sisters 
Jean Anthony 
Alice & Phil 
Tex Garry 
Milton Huber Ore 


Bath & Turf Club 


Joan Merrill 

Jerry Cooper 

Lola & Andre 

Dinorah 

Eric Correa Orc 

Mary Lou King 

Breaker’s Hotel 

(Ship Deck) 

4 Toppers 

Pearl Williams 

Serenadors 3 


Chateau Renault 
Sid Ros 





Vivian Vance 
4 Stylists 

Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Chelsea Trio 
Child’s Cktl Lounge 
Erskine Butterfield 

Claridge Hotel 

(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 

Chez Paree 

The Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Vaterie & Susan 
Sunny Rae 

Cliquet Club 
Lenny Ross 
Max Cohen 





Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Iris Ison 
Henriquetta Brazil 


June Weiting 
Galenti & Leonarda 
Val Irving 

Arlyne Chandler 


Phyllis Clare 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert 
Alfred Pineda 
Buster Keim 
Billy Paine 
Mata & Hari 
Hal & Honey 
Frances McCoy 
Johnny Coyle 
(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Roem) 


Ore 
Ore 
Rev 


Bee 


Ray Morton Ore 
Jane Pickens 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Yvonne Adair 


Dagmar 


Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 

Marion Frances 
Gartied Girls 
Perry & Marlowe Sis 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 
Nina Remeau 
Hi-Hat 
Herman 
Petty 


Ore 


Pete 
Frank 





Anne Diamond 


Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 


Kenny Brilliant 
Lucille & J Maloney 


Hotel Buckminister 
(National Reem) 
Hal Roberts Ore 


Hotel Essex 


Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Mitizi Crozier 
Bill Groin 
Dorothy Dennis 
Jean Monti 
Selly Harris 
Hotel Feasgate 
(Satire Room) 
Nora Sheridan 
Art Fowler 
Jorie Livingstone 
Allen Jones 
Neil Phillips 
Hotel Lenox 


Don Jose Ore 
Clarita 

Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 

(Ritz Roof) 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Grover & Jeanne 
Tommy Dix 
Estelita 

Hotel Sheraton 

(Sheraton Sky 


Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 


(Terrace Room) 
Jack Edwards Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Rm) 
Jimmy McHale Orc 

Jolene 
Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglas 


Helen Shepard 
Ken 

Pete Brown Ore 

Broadway AIl* 

Russ Howard 

2 Lucky Bucks 


(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 

Rie Casino 
Harry de Angelis C 
Helen Carrol 
Lamb-Yokum 
Gladys Lamb 
Rube Youkum 
Betty Wharton 
Duffy & Tobin 
Savoy 
Lewis 


Rev 


Sabby Ore 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 

Lew ,Conrad Ore 
Enrico & Novello 
Jack & Lorraine 
Jimmy Marr 
Doris Abbott 

The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elves Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes 5 

Tic-Toc 


Mal Hallett Ore 


CHICAGO 


Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Orc 
Ambassador Hotel 

(Pump Reom) 
Emil Petti 

Buttery 

tay Benson Orc 
Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Orc 
Betty Burns 
Harriett Smith Co 
Don & Sal Jennings 

(Tavern Room) 
Edith Lorand 
Dave Pritchard Orc 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshal! 
Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Ore 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 

Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Rm) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 

Brass Rali 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 

Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 

Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 





Pat Perry 

Hoffman Sis 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounge 


Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Ore 


Chez Paree 


Harry Richman 
Capella & Patricia 
Allen Carney 

Ruth Clayton 
Estelle Sloan 

Buddy Franklin 


Club Alabam 


Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 

Del Estes 

Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 


Jack Prince 

Kay Booley 

Nita Tindall 

Sid Lang Ore 

Kay & Linda Brice 

Valdez & Corinne 

Doris Dupont 

Dolly Kay 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Reom) 

Vincent Bragale O 

Ked Duncan 

Jo Anne Hubbard 


Val Ernie Orc 
water Beach 
Hotel 


(Marine Rm) 
Will Osborne Ore 





Nits & Ravel 
rianne 


rben Gis 
885 Club 


J = ed Sisters 
ohnny Howard 
ue] Contreras 


Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenser Ens 


Rathekellar 


Loule & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy None 38 


Downbeat Rm 
Stuff Smith Orc 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 


{Glass House Rm) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 


Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 
Hi-Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 
Biaine and Elaine 
Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Orc 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 


—a_ 


Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Eibert 
Starlets 

Arne Barnett Ore 


(Plecadilly Cirele) 


3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
106 Club 
Dick Bauer Oro 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
a Novak 
artin & Mar 
Bobbie Allen - 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 
College Inn Models 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Orc 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 

Var Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 





Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Picadilly Puppets 
Ames Sextet 
Bobby May 
Leonardo Amaresco 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 

Eldorade Ciub 
Olga Godec 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Ilona de Bournait 

Hotel Carter 
Charles Wick Orc 
Jacquelina 
Aileen Hunter 

Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Posin Gardner 

Hotel Hollenden 
Kay Vernon 


Nella Webb 
Rossilianos 
Burton's Birds 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Manuel D Bibbins 0 
Lindsay's Skybar 
Three Bits Rhythm 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Walter Jean Brown 
Judy Lipton 
June Brooks 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Regal (Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Le Verdie 
Hall 


Leon 
Hal 





Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 

(Beok Casino) 
Ben Young Ore 
Jan Martel 


(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 
Bowery 
John Steele 
Harvey Stone 
Guili Guili 
The McKays 
4 La Vernes 
Vern Wilcox 
Yvonne & Lamarr 
Janet Hackett Girls 
Johnny King 
Sharlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rail 


Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Diann Dale 
Seymour Hoffman 
Casanova 
Chiquita Garcia 
Aleida & Antonio 
Chandra 
Edward Hill 
Jessica Garwood 
Paul Nielsen Ore 
Club Congo 
Congoettes 
Beverly White 
Tommy Ellis 
Jimmy Smith 
P’rkchops Patterson 
Bob Parrish 
Congo Orc 
Corktwon Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Alison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 
Mora ‘Wacky’ Kaye 
Walter Powell Orc 
Grand Terrace 


Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
June Eldridge 
The Novellos 
Wally Johl 
Hammond & K 
Curly Clark 
Charmettes Orc 
Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 


London Chop House 


Sammy. Dibert Ore 
Ethel Howe 
Nino Nanni 


Club Mayfair 


Marty Joyce 

Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phi] Olsen Ore 

Mickey’s 

Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 


La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Nebiolo’s 


Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 

Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Northwood Ina 


Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Jimmy Clark Ore 
Joan Chapman 
Palm Beach 
Gas Howard 
Dean Edwards 
The Ralstons 
Bill Harris ‘ 
Winters & Angeline 
Don Pablo Ore 
Royale 
George Beatty 
Noll & Nolan 
Pansy the Horse 
Ruth Craven 
Royalettes 
Carl Ronner 
Bill McCune Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Nick D'Amico 
San Diego 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 
Cliff Arvin 
Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 
Good & Goody 
Eddy Shepherd 
Joe Banket Ore 
Ethel Shepherd 
Bob Hopkins 
Pepito & Co 
Billy Joy 
The Tropics 
Phil Gilbert 
Lee Jonas 
Carol Crane 
Bob Marble Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Club Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wender Bar 


Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez 
Guy Welsh Orc 
5098 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


Ore 


Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 
Mae Brewster 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
Jimmy Ames 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Music 
Ann Triola 


(Continued 


Bill Jordan 
Clifford Souze 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winsiow Ore 
Biltmore Bow! 
Jimmy Kay 
The Duffins 
Frakson 





Penny Lee 
Joe Reichman 


on page 54) 
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Night Club Reviews 





LEON & EDDIE’S, N. Y. 


Eddie Davis, Al Siegel & Ruth 
Wayne, Nick & Vicki Collins, Kiki, 
Grace Drysdale, Roberta Ramon, Line 
(10); Lou Martin’s band; $3.50 mini- 
mum. 








So long as Eddie Davis isn’t on va- 
cation, the Leon & Eddie’s floorshow 
always packs a punch. The enter- 
taining boniface, with partner Enken 
(Leon) as greeter at the door, meas- 
ures his crowd, straightens ‘em up 
with a jab and then floors ’em with 
a seemingly tireless, albeit strenu- 
ous, song routine—currently an ad- 
mixture of the blue and patriotic. 

His ‘Heart of Texas’ and ‘Jersey 
Bounce’ parodies, the latter physical 
flattery for Lana Turner, furnished 
the spice at this catching. Then, for 
the applause wows, Davis banged 
over a smash medley of George M. 
Cohan tunes and finally a compre- 
hensive conglomeration of patriotic 


unes. : 

Rest of the show is a neat variety 
package, though Al Siegel and his 
‘new’ protege, Ruth Wayne, don’t 
exactly live up to the top billing. It’s 
Miss Wayne, who has been around 
for some time, and not Siegel. She 
evidently isn’t geared for the pow- 
erful rhythm arrangements. by 
Siegel, who, with all of his strong 
pianologing, can’t hypo the nice- 
looking blonde. On the ballads—and 
she’s essaying a couple—she’s much 
better. 

Nick and Vicki Collins are a cou- 
ple of cute kid buck ‘n’ wingers, 
utilizing a clog-dancing style that’s 
rarely seen nowadays. Grace Drys- 
dale delivers an entertaining hand- 
doll routine, with only the dolls, 
cleverly manipulated from behind a 
velvet screen, being visible. Roberta 
Ramon is a nice twirling toe-dancer, 
somewhat along the lines of Gloria 
Gilbert, but not as speedy; Kiki is 
a combination samba and cooch 
dancer, more on the grinding than 
on the tossing. Wesley Whitehouse, 
who m.c.s too loudly, has a neat 
magic act of his own, his best trick 
being the manipulation of steel 
hoops. A card placement in a rub- 
ber balloon is also okay, but the 


audience. participation with the 
hoops is especially apropos for a 
party spot such as L. & E.’s. 


The line this show works hard and 
well in a couple of ensemble num- 
bers, with their costuming being 
especially good. Lou Martin is doing 
his usually capable job of playing 
both the show and dancing. Scho. 


Florentine Gardens 
(HOLLYWOOD) 





Hollywood, July 9. 
Dr. Giovanni, Toni Todd, Joet 
Robinson, Jean Tighe, Fred Scott, 
Audrey Korn, Helen O’Hara, Sugar 
Geise, Line (20), Ted Fiv Rito’s Orch 
(14); (minimum $1-$1.50). 





For warmth and intimacy there’s no 
spot in town comparable to the Gar- 
dens and its chief motivater, Nils T. 
Granlund. The next few weeks will 
spread before the customers a patri- 
otic potpourri of-prancing dollies, 
Specialty acts and still more p.d.s. 
topically tabbed ‘Spirit of Victory.’ 
And if Granny has his way, most of 
the payees will be part of the show. 

He’s been doing just that since he 
Was installed here as impresario lit- 
tle over two years ago. That it has 
taken needs no other justification 
than he’s still on the job. The more 
critical thought Granny’s routine was 
too close to the cob for the Holly- 
woodsmen when they first sampled 
his wares. But it wore and wore, 
and now it isn’t at all hard to take. 
Which can be taken two ways— 
either Granny knows his way under 
the public hide, or else the nitery set 
is more alfalfa than ultra, and thrives 
On folksy didoes. 

Never overburdened with what it 
takes to put on a show, NTG seems 
to manage without the seams show- 
ing. This issue is exemplary of how 
to make one dollar do where others 
require two and three. For half as 
much as Earl Carroll down the street 
puts into a revue, Granny comes up 
with five or six acts of fairly stand- 
ard quality, a line of 20 girls crisply 
costumed (when they're costumed), 
Several production numbers and an 
original music score. That’s operat- 
ing on a close margin, but he has 
made it work successfully. 

On the talent side the revue sags a 
bit. There’s only Dr. Giovanni to 
carry the load insofar as names mean 
customers. Naturally Ted Fio Rito 
on the stand has his own draw, but 
that’s a category in itself. Giovanni 
is up to his old tricks lifting wallets, 
watches and whatnot from the per- 
son of his stooges, drawn from the 
sitters. His is one act that never 
varies from the first catching, but it’s 
always surefire for laughs. (Why not 
a dame plant once in a while, Doc?). 
Toni Todd, a slithering figure in 
vampirish garb, rates featured billing 
or a song or two, being more sales- 
manly than melodic. In the relative 
sense, Fio Rito’s vocalist, Lynne Ste- 
ene. is more plushy on the ear- 


Others are run on more to fill the 


lof major 


| He’s 





ithe three saxes and one brass. 


waits than keep elbows from bend- 
ing. Joet Robinson, acrobatic toe 
dancer, flips her torso through the 
air; Audrey Korn terps through an 
oriental dervish; ‘Candy’ Candido, 
whose wide voice range is used to 
comedy effect; and Jean Tighe 
and Fred Scott, vocally pacing the 
production numbers, and Helen 
O’Hara, stately blonde, who parades 
around in scanty covering to put a 
sparkle in tired old eyes. Sugar 
Geise, spark plug of the chorus, is 
still around, pert and prankish as 
ever. 

Fio Rito’s crew has been booked in 
for 10 weeks, which would indicate 
the duration of this floor piece. Band 
plays smooth rhythms for the dance 
and competently backs up the pro- 
duction. He’s been a Coast fave for 
a good many years now, and should 
be a solid asset as supplemental draw 
to Granny’s extravaganza. 

Productionally, this edition rates 
with NTG’s top efforts. Theres’ a 
strong military flavor, flanked by 
such topical subjects as Russia’s 
valiance, victory gardening and en 
masse singing of war songs dedicated 
to the various branches of the serv- 
ice. Costuming is gayer and chorines 
more plentiful. Dave Gould staged, 
and score is by Dave Oppenheim and 
Roy Ingraham. Helm. 


Victory Room, Cleve. 





Cleveland, July 11. 
Gene Erwin Orch (12), Billy Moore 
Trio, Lynn Douglas, Kim; $1 mini- 
mum, 





Harlem jive, sweet swing and Ori- 
ental atmosphere are strange bed- 
fellows, but they seem to be getting 
along eminently well in the Golden 
Dragon cafe’s new Victory Room, 
this burg’s No. 1 chowmeinery. 


Although Tong Y. Chin went out 
on a limb in booking a sepia combo, 
Billy Moore's trio, the results have 
justified the novel experiment. 
Known on the networks and Decca 


records, the three boys, with Moore | 


on guitar, Al Best on bass viol and 
Ellis Larken on piano, 
Chopin and other straight classics to 
heated but slick jive interpretations 
of them. Not only is Larken’s key- 
work topnotch, but their lively vo- 
calizing is also far above Harlem 
average. 

Trio doubles between lounge room 
and smartly decorated dining room, 
alternating with Gene Erwin’s new 
12-piece orchestra. Latter is pos- 
sibly the best groomed, most melodi- 
ous outfit Erwin has had in his 12- 
year career despite the draft. Keyed 
in a soft, easy-going strain, its 
rhythms are pleasantly listenable, 
yet they keep the floor swarming 
with dancers. 

Violins and saxes are accented by 


this ensemble, which has a repertory | 


of good novelties and even brighter 
glee-club numbers. Lynn Douglas is 
a satisfactory canary as long as she 
doesn’t have to hit any extra high 
notes. Neil Roth joins her in neatly 
done vocals, and Erwin himself han- 
dles a violin suavely. 

Standout in 30-minute shows is a 
Chinese magician by name of Kim, 
a whiz in sleight-of-hand tricks with 
ropes and silks. Best stunt comes 
when, after exposing four red bar- 
rels as being empty, he pulls out a 
silk American flag large enough to 
cover the dance floor and bandstand. 

Pullen. 


Terrace Cafe, St. Paul 
(HOTEL LOWRY) 





Minneapolis, July 11. 
Billy Bishop Orch (8) with Alice 
Mann, Rudy Loera, Gene Finnell; no 
cover or minimum. 





Here in St. Paul’s swankiest nitery, 


where patrons’ dancing pleasure is | 
the Billy | 


consideration, 
Bishop gang has been getting con- 
siderable of a name. A newcomer in 
these parts, Bishop and his vocalist, 
Alice Mann, came to the Twin Cities 
from London via the West Coast, 
where early this year he organized 


jhis present band after having held 
| forth 


with another of his own 
gregations in the British capital for 
a considerable period. The outfit 
has entrenched itself so well here 
that it has been held over indefi- 
nitely. It provides the modest floor 
show and the guest hoof-shaking 
accompaniments, doing a fine job. 


The musical dispensations rate okay | 


in quality both from* the listening 
and dancing angles. 

While practically all of Bishop’s 
band-leader career during the past 
five years has been spent in London, 
he’s a Californian. Young, good- 
looking, friendly and personable, he 
proves himself extremely versatile. 
an adept baton twirler and 
amcee and also exhibits proficiency 
as a keyboard tickler and vocalist. 
With himself frequently loosening 
up his fingers, there are two pianos 
among the four rhythms along with 
The 
mainly to the 
but, upon occasion, 
hot. Orchestrations 
bang-up trumpeting 


band confines itself 
sweeter swing, 
gives out plenty 
emphasize the 


shift from | 


Ge fi 
ae 


of Rudy Loera and Bishop’s piano- 
ing. 

The interspersing of a number of 
oldies with the current pop hits has 
been smartly accomplished. Miss 
Mann is a piquantly snappy brunet 
with a nice voice and oodles of s.a. 
which she manages to infuse into 
her solos. 


In the floor show, standout musi- 
cai and vocal offerings include a 
nifty arrangement of ‘Wabash Blues,’ 
with Miss Mann, Bishop and Gene 
Finnell, from the band, warbling, 
and Loera going to town on the 
trumpet. Among the novelty num- 
bers are “Traffic Was Terrific,’ with 
Miss Mann and Bishop dueting, a 
medley of old favorites that carry 
listeners back to 1928; ‘Oh, My Cock- 
tail’ and ‘Tea for Two’ as conceived 
by Bishop for the piano; and Miss 
Mann’s sock delivery of ‘I Said No’ 
and ‘Dear Diary.’ 

A well-filled room when caught. 

Rees. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, July 9. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), Bob Carter, 
Martez & DeLita, Ann Mayer, Sidney 
& Ames, Les Hunt and Juliette; 50c 
cover. 











| Obviously the Al Marsico band and 
| his singer-emcee, Bob Carter, have 
lifetime jobs at Tony Conforti’s 


downstairs spot. They’ve been here 
now for three and a half years solid 
and there’s no sign yet that they’ve 
worn out their welcome. War will 
hardly effect them either, which is 
another point in their longevity 
(Carter has three kids himself, and 
Marsico’s three sax players have 11 
among them). In fact, band loses its 
first man to Uncle Sam next week. 
He’s Joe Clements, trombone player. 
Only dance outfit in Pittsburgh to get 
off so easily. Other factors, how- 
ever, have contributed to Marsico’s 
long run. Nixon has a pretty steady 
clientele and he plays the staple kind 
of dance music they like, without 
too many flashy arrangements, and 
the acts swear by him. That’s not 
| surprising since maestro’s a veteran 
jat that, having learned his trade in 
(Enright) 





a deluxe theatre 
ago. 


Current show better than par for 
the Nixon. Only unfortunate part 
of it is that best turn in layout, 
|Martez and DeLita, who came 
| directly here from a Stanley theatre 
engagement with Shep Fields, are 
handicapped by the low ceiling. 
Head-to-head stuff, they do in their 
congarumba acrobatics is almost im- 
possible here, and wonder of it is 
that they get away with it as well 
as they do. Sidney and Ames are a 
couple of local kids who have been 
| kicking around together for couple 
|of years and more than ready to 
|crash the so-called cafe big time 
|downtown. They’re cute half-pints 
land their hoofing has class and 
comedy. From the conventional 
musical comedy routines they switch 
|to a set of impressions of different 
| couples they’ve lamped on a night 
| club floor and it’s a corking piece of 
business that they carry off nicely. 
Although youngsters have seldom 
shown in their home town, they’ve 


years 





ing flock of theatre dates with name 
bands. 


Magic act of Les Hunt and Juliette 
is One the nose and it isn’t until 
after they’ve finished that Carter 
tells ringsiders that couple are both 
deaf mutes. In view of that, their 
turn is remarkable, but even so 
doesn’t depend on any sympathy. 
Ann Mayer, sister of Bobby May, 
well-known vaudevillian, is a jug- 
gler, and a good one, coming up with 
a neat and varied assortment of 
tricks. Carter still rocks ’em in his 
own specialty with a string of bal- 
lads he shoots full of genuine feel- 
| ing. 

Biz at Nixon Cafe continues on the 
upbeat, with dinner trade practi- 
cally capacity nightly 
boasts it’s primarily a restaurant, not 
a nitery, and that’s attested to by 
|fact that acts are never advertised). 
There’s a general easing off later in 
|the evening, although never too 
much. Cohen. 





SAVOY-PLAZA, N. Y. 


Larry Adler, Roy Ross Orch 
$2.50 and $3.59 minimum. 











Like many another pioneer, Bor- 





Rascals went far, but just so far, in 
| bringing the lowly mouth-organ off 
the front stoop into the parlor. But 


(since spot | 





played top rooms elsewhere, includ- | 


| there’s no disputing the band’s forth- 





New 


Acts 


—— 


MURPHY SISTERS (3) 
Singers 

1@ Mins.; full 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Not since the Boswells and 
Andrews Sisters has there been a 
sister harmonizing group that rates 
the attention deserved by the Mur- 
phy Sisters. Records, night clubs, 
radio or vaudeville—and possibly 
pictures, too—they seem slated for 


prominence. They apparently have 
all the requisites. 
The ‘novelty’ of the Andrews 


Sisters hasn't entirely worn off, and 
so that may be the lone factor to 
disturb the rise of the Murphys, 
whose style will undoubtedly be 
likened to that of the former. How- 
ever, this latest threesome’s man- 
nerisms are not to be interpreted as 
being greatly similar to those of the 
Andrews trio. Only in a remote 
sense are they comparable. 

The three girls are of pleasant ap- 
pearance, with typically Gaelic 
countenances, and their harmoniz- 
ing of straight pops and novelties 
is equally excellent. At this catch- 
ing the shortest of the trio, the cen- 
ter one, who’s the focal point of the 
group, had to beg off for herself 
and her sisters. 

They're doing four numbers here, 
including their excellently ar- 
ranged ‘Jingle, Jangle’ encore. The 
other tunes are ‘Nain, Nain’ for the 
opener, followed by a neat change 
of pace with George Gershwin’s 
‘Summertime,’ then their click ver- 
sion of ‘B-I-Bi.’ Naka. 


COSTAIN & BARRY 
Dancing 
5 Mins. 
Glass Hat, New York 
Ballroom terpers fill allotted niche 
much along familiar lines. Both 


nifty in appearance, the girl in 
power-blue chiffon gown and boy 
in dress suit, they deliver the usual 
type of ballroomology. One number 
breaks into a brief polka and they 
wind up with a modified conga rou- 
tine. 

Male works as an understander for 
a short bit, whirling his partner on 
one arm. Mori, 


BELMONT BALLADEERS (10) 
With Fritz Weller 

Songs 

8 Mins. 

Glass Hat, New York 

Colored choral group, picked from 
the working waiters in this east side 
room, are a good bet for picture 
houses, as well as general nitery 
bookings. 

Singing waiters, hired and coached 
by Rodriguez, the Glass Hat maitre 
dhotel, click neatly with such num- 
bers as ‘Shortnin’ Bread’, ‘Jericho’ 
and a medley entitled ‘Way Down 
Home’. 

Fritz Weller leads the group and 
is also responsible for the arrange- 
ments. Mori. 


BILL JOHNSON 
Songs 
6 Mins. 
Glass Hat, New York 
Bill Johnson, who appeared in 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ looks like a comer for 
the intime styled niteries. Pleasant 
baritone, coupled with excellent 
floor presence and general appear- 
ance, sends him over easily. 
Received nicely at this spot with 
three numbers, ‘Happy in Love’, 
‘Here You Are’ and ‘Without —_— 
ori. 





becomes the jitterbug’s delight also, 
this and next week, at 40c in the 
Broadway Paramount, from whence 
he’s doubling. 

Showmanly Larry Adler, a some- 
what pop-eyed, seemingly _ self- 
amazed - that - all - this - can- 
happen-to-me, plays his stuff with 
virtuosity, authority and _ eciat. 
Whether it’s Cole Porter’s ‘Beguine’; 
a Gershwin medley; unadulterate 
‘Blues in the Night’; forthright 
boogie-woogie, viz., ‘Beat Me Daddy,’ 
and then Maurice Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ 
(by genuine popular acclaim, no 
less), he does his stuff to the cus- 
tomer’s tastes. Either that, or Adler 
must have a prodigious family—but 
then there couldn’t be that 
many relatives at $3.50 a head. 


S. J. Perelman has done right by 
young Adler with deft, self-deprecat- 
ing small-talk that rings the bell 
with every sentence. Sometimes 
this sort of persiflage can lay ome- 
lets from here to the hennery, but 
on Adler it looks good. Following 
some important cafe company, such 
as Hildegarde and Jean Sablon, the 
S-P booking is no Major Bowes as- 
signment. But Adler whams ‘em, 
and looks like he’ll do all right by 
the management. David Le Winter, 
ex-Draper pianist, accomps at the 
Steinway. 

Roy Ross, newcomer band, isn’t | 
particularly authoritative when | 
maestro Ross essays the intros, but 


= 


right dansapation otherwise. They’re 
a sprightly crew who know the 
feetology preferences of a clientele 
such as this. Pencilled in next: Jane 
Froman. Abel. 


GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 





Bobby Parks Orch (7), Bill John- 
son, Christine Forsythe, Costain & 
Barry, Belmont Balladeers (10), Joe 
Pafumy Orch (7) with Anita Ro- 
sales; $1.50 minimum. 








With exception of the Belmont 
Balladeers (New Acts), colored vo- 


|eal choir recruited from the hotel’s 


| William Morris agency package 
shows and pleasant though unpre- 
tentious diversion. 

Bill Johnson (New Acts), vocal- | 


j 
! 


_| Acts), ballroom terpers, are satis- 
(8); factory nitery attractions, with John- 


|rah Minevitch and his Harmonica | 


Larry Adler has really gone places. | 


He took his Hohners to the white-tie 
niteries around the then civilized 
world; into truly long underwear 
music world, in Philly’s Robin Hood 
Dell, with a symph backing, no less; 
into concert, with Paul Draper as 


his alternate; and now into as lush a |} 


;saloon as one could want—the Cafe 
Loynge of Hotel Savoy-Plaza in New 


York. That’s pretty fancy traveling, | 


especially considering that harmonica 
virtuoso Adier doe: his recital to 


a $2.50 and $3.50 minimum check 
ithe latter was the premiere tarif 
last Friday) but if you want some- 
thing cheaper, the rich man’s Adler 


working waiters, this is one of the 


ist, and Costain and Barry (New| 


son in particular indicating strong 
potential values. Christine Forsythe, 


terper, who measures over six feet 
minus her dancing shoes, flashes 
neat but conventional taps. Bobby 


Parks orch (7) functions smoothly 
for both dansapation and backing 
the various turns. 





Entire lineup sets off nicely 
against the congenial Glass Hat 
decor. Room is somewhat on the| 


quieter motif and shapes up as aj} 
likely spot for moderate spenders. 





Joe Pafumy orch, Anita Rosales 

fronting with vocals, is the alter- 

nate band. Mori. 
Bob Allen has taken on drum-| 


mer Parker Lund, formerly of the 
Ray Herbeck crew. Allen band, cur- 
rently at the New Pelham Heath Inn, | 
N. Y., will stay on to the end of 
August. 





Unit Review 
College Capers of ’42 


(MAJESTIC, SAN ANTONIO) 


San Antonio, July 10. 
Interstate Theatre Circuit presents 
‘College Capers of 42’ with Bob Ban- 
ner and Southern Methodist U. Var- 
stteers (14), Halwverton Sisters (2), 
Sweetheart Sextet, 3 Little Sisters, 
Collegians (4), Jackie Davis, Car- 
melita Kilp, Mynell Allen, Louise 
Lantz, Goheman & Ratliff, Line (10), 
Showgirls (6), College Capers Quar- 

tet; ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G). 


‘College Capers’ bids fair to be- 
come a gem of youthful showman- 
ship, comprising as it does student 
entertainers selected from colleges 
throughout Texas. And they turn 
in a zestful 60 minutes. 


Opening with a bang is the Co]- 
lege Capers Stroll, a neat specialty 
dance by five couples. Dance is 
done to background of ‘Jersey 
Bounce.’ It went over. From the 
U. of Houston come sisters Sidney 
and Helen Halverton, who turn in 


|a commendable performance on the 


accordions. 


Presenting nice appearance and 
harmony are Sweetheart Sextet from 
the Texas State Teachers College 
for Women. Th. Three Little Sis- 
ters, Billie Bridges (Texas Christ- 
ian), Dorothy Bravely (North Texas 
State Teachers College) and Betty 
Calswell (Texas Tech) give out with 
some neat hoofing. 


The Collegians, male singing quar- 
tet from TCU, go over well on 
‘Johnny Doughboy’ and an oldie. 
Musical highlights include Leslie 
Wright, from NTSTC, who gives out 
neatly in a session of ivory pound- 
ing. Louise Lantz and her harp also 
clicko. Comedy antics of Mynell 
Allen, NTSTC, plus her singing and 
dancing go over too. 


Two production numbers use the 
chorus of 10 and six show girls. Nice 
toe work is done by ballerina Car- 
melita Kilp of the U. of Houston in 
a semi-ballet production turn. Ar- 
thur Arney’s vocal of ‘Pretty Girl is 
Like Melody’ is okay. 


Outstanding bit of comedy is 
turned in by Jackie Davis of the 
University of Texas. Miss Davis 
presents a comedy interpretation 
of the ballet, which goes over. Ed 
Goheman and Jerry Ratliff (Baylor) 
turn in a neat act in their comedy 
business of what occurs when rival 
Texas and Texas A&M students meet 
on the eve of their big game. 

Musical background is furnished 
by Bob Banner and the Varsiteers 
of SMU. 

‘Capers’ is smartly mc’d by two 
undergraduates, J. W. Farley and 
Sam Wilhoit. 

Credit goes to Charles Freeman, 
who cast and staged the revue; Bar- 
bara Ray, who staged the dances; 
Frank Monaco, musical arranger, 
and Nathan Mandelbaum, who cos- 
tumed the show. Mercer Coleman 
is show manager. 

A smart production number is the 
finale in the form of a patriotic 
medley utilizing the songs of George 
M. Cohan. 

Supper show opening 
when caught was S.R.O. 


day here 
Andy. 
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‘Army’ $45,000, ‘Ice’, 306, ‘Garter’ 
24G, ‘Jupiter’, 256, Big N. Y. Winners 





Four new Broadway leaders, ‘This 
Is the Army,’ ‘Stars on Ice,’ ‘By 
Jupiter’ and ‘Star and Garter,’ drew 
heavy money, but the balance of the 
list remained as is or eased off fur- 
ther from the dullish going of the 
Fourth. Broadway expected a break 
Saturday afternoon, which was 
cloudy, but it didn’t eventuate. 
Showmen figured that bad news 
from the war fronts militated against 
the urge for theatre diversion. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Sireet,’ Golden (31st week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Dipped to $8,000, but 
at that figure the English meller 
made some money and so did the 
house; indefinite. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(77th week) (CD-383; $3.30). Still 
operating at profitable gait, but busi- 
ness has been slipping, with last 
week’s takings approximating $9,500. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (36th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Night business fair- 
ly good, but afternoons have been off 
for some reason; rated around $9,000, 
which pace should be alright at this 
time. 

‘Broken Journey,’ Miller. Taken 
off Saturday (11) as expected; played 
three lean weeks; down to around 


$2,500. 
‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (6th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Was somewhat 


over-quoted, but is up there with the 
leaders and topped list until ‘Army’ 
and ‘Stars and Ice’ arrived; around 
$25,000. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (36th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Will drop Mon- 
days from now on and add matinee 
on Thursday, maintaining § that 
schedule until early September; 
down to $10,000, but turning a profit. 

‘Life With Father, Empire (139th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Dipped 
slightly, but run leader is still doing 
well considering summer and length 
of stay; $9,400 quoted. 


‘Let’s Face It, Imperial (37th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Business | 
about same; around $23,000, but 


should be better this week, as musi- 
cal will lay off for a month starting 
Saturday (18) night; Carol Goodner 
replaced Eve Arden. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (81st 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). Around $7,000, 
or slightly more, last week; with 
house and show pooling, that should 
be satisfactory. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (32d 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Consider- 
ably under early period, but man- 
agement evidently satisfied with 
$23,000; big Saturday night kept 
revue from dropping further. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (3d 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Strong start- 
ing pace no fluke; drawing standees 
and rep will make revue real win- 
ner; around $24,200. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (M-3,000; 
$1.65). Indications are that new 
skating revue will be around for long 
time; virtually capacity most per- 
formances; got $30,000 first full week 
and only ‘Army’ was bigger. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (7th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Spotty last 
week; while not a sock draw, melo- 
drama getting fair money, but off 
from early weeks; estimated around 
$8,000. 

ADDED 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (R- 


1,942; $4.40). Smash of the season; 
drew $45,000 in nine performances 
last week, which is the regular 


schedule; with first night added, sol- 
dier show grossed $85,000 at box- 
office up to Saturday (11). 


‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (7th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). John Golden hasn’t made up 


his mind how long repeat date will 

extend; doing well enough, with tak- 

ings around $8,000 at pop scale. 
VAUDE-REVUES 


‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ Alvin (1,- | 


357; $2.20). Matinee attendance has 
been only fair; big at night, with 
the gross topping $17,000. 
‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. 
week) (1,347; $2.20). 


(16th 
Ending its 


fourth month and while off lately is | 


apparently satisfactory; 
proximated $15,500. 

REVIVALS 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (25th 

week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Picked up 


again ap- 























few hundred and credited with bet- 
ter than $14,000, which was low mark 
of engagement thus far. 

‘The Merry Widow,’ Carnegie Hall 
(M-2,760; $2.20). Second operetta 
revival in odd spot for legit, which 
follows three-week date of ‘The 
Chocolate Soldier’; opens tonight. 


‘VAGABOND’ GROSSES 
$11,000 IN L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 14. 


‘Vagabond King,’ the Rudolph 
Friml musical which opened the 
summer season of six weeks at Iro- 
quois Amphitheatre, made a fine 
impression on _ local audiences. 
Opening night (6) performance had 
1,500 men of the armed forces as 
guests of local business houses, and 
took on something of the appear- 
ance of a gala occasion. Although 
only one performance was postponed 
on account of rain, cloudy and 
threatening weather all week held 
down attendance somewhat. First 
week’s gross was an_ estimated 
$11,000. 

Cast of ‘Vagabond King’ estab- 
lished themselves solidly with local 
patrons, particularly Bob Lawrence, 
newcomer to the Amphitheatre, and 
Nancy McCord, favorite of other 
seasons, Competent supporting 
players were Rollin Bauer, Vicki 
Cummings, Rolfe Sedan, Jack Shee- 
han, William Kent, Gordon Dil- 
worth, Dean Dickens, Walter Dona- 
hue, Helen Raymond, Donnell 
O’Brien and Hortense Kahrklin, 
Dances were colorfully directed by 
Carl Randall. Guiseppe Bambos- 
chek turned in a masterly job of 
orchestral directing. 


‘Sweethearts’ opened yesterday 
(Monday), with leads being sung by 
Miss McCord and Lawrence. It will 
be the final appearance of the pair 
at the Amphitheatre, as both move 
on to the St. Louis Municipal Opera 
next week. 


‘Father’ 96, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 14. 


Though closing notices are up 
‘Life with Father’ is staying indefi- 
nitely as a result of good biz. 

At the Hollywood Music Box it 














in town, 


‘Sailor’ 5G in S. F. 


San Francisco, July 14. 


After opening well, ‘Sailor Be- 
ware,’ at the Alcazar, bogged down 
last week at the Alcazar. 

Estimated take was $5,000, so-so. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 15-25) 
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Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 























‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (15-25). 

‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’ (stock)—Wind- 
sor, Bronx (15-19), 

‘Cocktails 5 to %’—Cass, Detroit 
(15-18); Erlanger, Chicago (20-25). 


Brooklyn 
(21-25), 
‘Good Night Ladies’ — Blackstone, 
Chicago (15-25). 
| ‘Guest in the House’ (stock )—Cen- 
| tral, Passaic, N. J. (15-19); Flatbush, 
| Brooklyn (21-25). 
| ‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Music 
| Box, Hollywood (15-18). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chicago (15-25). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Colo- 
nial, Boston (15-25), 
‘Native Son’ (stock) 
Newark (21-25). 
‘No Time for Comedy’ 
| Playhouse, Providence (15-18). 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (stock)— Ma- 
iestic, Boston (15-19), 


‘Rebound’ (stock)— Garden Pier, 
Atlantic City (15-18). 

‘Reflected Glory’ (stock)—Garden 
Pier, Atlantic City (20-25). 

‘Show Time’ (vaude)—Curran, San 
Francisco (15-25). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Lafayette, 
Detroit (15-25). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock) — Erlanger, 
Buffalo (15-18); Majestic, Boston 
(21-25). 

“Watch on the Rhine’ (stock )—Gar- 
den Pier, Atlantic City (15-18); Cen- 
tral, Passaic, N. J. (21-25). 


(15-19); Windsor, Bronx 





— Mosque, 





drew nice $9,000 last week, its 14th | 


jing up to the assassination of Abra- 
‘cn ot iham Lincoln was in 
Corn Is Green’ (stock )—Flatbush, | hands, but various factors prevented 


(stock )—! 


‘COCKTAILS’ PICKS UP 
TO $12,700 IN DET. 


Detroit, July 14. 


Summer season continues bright 
here, with the Shuberts using Detroit 
as a prep ground for musicals. 
‘Cocktails, 5 to 7,’ the new Shubert 
musical comedy, started slowly at 
the Cass, but built up later in the 
week to garner estimated $12,700 in 
six days, eight performances. Top 
for the show is $2.75. It will con- 
tinue for another week before mov- 
ing on to the Erlanger, Chicago. 

Following it here July 19 will bea 
revival of ‘The Merry Widow,’ which 
will then move into the Grand 
Opera House in Chicago. 


Billie Burke, in ‘The Vinegar 
Tree,’ continues to roll up impres- 
sive figures at $1.50 top at the La- 
fayette. Third week’s gross was es- 
timated at $12,300. 


LADIES, $16,500, 
STILL BIG IN CHI 


Chicago, July 14. 

‘Cafe Crown’ called it a stay after 
two slow weeks in the Selwyn. 
Never got started, though notices 
were pretty good. ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
continues okay at the Harris at $1.65 
top, but the real coin-maker of the 
territory continues to be ‘Good 
Night Ladies.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Selwyn (2 and final 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Finished quick- 
ly and went out Saturday (11). Was 
given fine press buildup by Gertrude 
Bromberg, but failed to get custom- 
ers. Under $8,000 for finale. 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(138th week) (1,200; $2.75). Sell-outs 
right along. Again a smash at $16,500. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (8th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). At low rates 
continues at good profits, taking 
$7,500 last week. ' 


‘Eileen’ 8G in Hub 


Boston, July 14. 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ finished off 
its two-week stock session to make 
way for ‘Old Acquaintance’ at the 
MaNstic last night (Monday). ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ continued husky in its 
fifth frame, with possibilities for a 
couple more. 

‘Eileen,’ in Colonial at $1.65 top, 
got estimated $8,000 at popular 
prices. It figures to stay couple more 




















Play on Broadway 


YOURS, A. LINCOLN 


Drama presented in two acts at the Shu- 
bert, N. Y., July 9, °42, by Experimental 
Theatre, Ine.; written by Paul Horgan; 


Vincent Price featured; staged by Robert 


Ross, 


Cast: Vincent Price, William P. Adams, 
Sherman A. MacGregor, Harry Bellaver, 
Tony Mannino, Eddie Diamond, Thomas 


McDerniott, King Donovan, Mary Michael, 
Parker Fennelly, Homer Miles, Mary Gil- 
dea, Gibbs Penrose, Stephen Haddon, Wen- 


dell K. Phillips, Ruth Hermanson, Donald 
Randolph, Del Hughes, Lucia Seger, John 
Ireland, Anne Seymour, Bill Johnson, Rob- 
ert Toms, Thomas Knight, Harry Townes, 
David Koser, Don Valentine, Robert Lee, 


Watson White. 
Known originally as ‘Death, Mr. 
President,’ this drama of events lead- 





managerial 


production. Last Thursday (9) after- 


j/noon the Experimental Theatre pre- 
}sented it as ‘Yours, A. Lincoln,’ with- 


out settings, but with the players ap- 
;}pearing in the togs of Civil War 
|days. Play is based on the book, 
i\‘Why Was 
|Otto Eisenschmil, which attracted 
| much attention five years ago. 

| When this Lincoln play first went 
the rounds, Robert E. Sherwood’s 
|‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ was a smash 
|success, which automatically put the 
{Paul Horgan work on the shelf, 
Thereafter an actor to play the mar- 
tyred president was so elusive that 
definite plans to give it a public 
showing were never made. Last 
week’s performance, principally for 
managers, agents and talent scouts, 
was repeated Sunday (12), at which 
time there was an admission charge 
to benefit the Actors Fund and Stage 
Relief Fund. 

Selection of Vincent Price in the 
title part is controversial. Some of 
those present at the matinee did not 
think his playing more than a fair 
job, while others thought him very 
good. It appeared that Price, who 
is currently in ‘Angel Street’ 
(Golden), made up the character 
much too young, for the general im- 
pression of Lincoln in the White 
House is that his face was seamed by 
the worries of war. 

Contributary reasons for Lincoln’s 
troubles were his differences with a 
political clique in Washington, par- 
ticularly by the numerous clashes 





weeks, -*)in show circles as the ‘borscht circuit.’ 


Lincoln Murdered,’ by | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


‘Claudia’ may be the apple of John Golden’s eye, but it was just a pain 
in the neck to the Cue & Curtain Players of McKeesport, Pa., recently 
Little theatre group near Pittsburgh put on the Rose Franken hit for three 
performances and the community thespians haven’t heard the last of it yet 
Clergy of town, as well as other religious groups, denounced the Cue & 
Curtainers for putting on such ‘an immoral theatrical exhibit’ and 
‘Claudia’ was even roundly denounced in several McKeesport pulpits fo}. 
lowing the production. Community actors’ production of ‘George Wash. 
ington Slept Here’ also drew the fire of the pastors, but not so much as 
‘Claudia.’ Group has one consolation. It put on ‘Claudia’ for a Military 
Police battalion stationed at South Park, Pittsburgh, and show went over 
so big with the soldiers they asked company to bring it back again in a 
couple of weeks. 








Max Gordon is making an effort to let it be known that a radio series 
on ‘Junior Miss’ has no connection with his show of that title at the 
Lyceum, N. Y. The ‘Junior’ stories by Sally Benson were magazine ar. 
ticles prior to the dramatization by Joseph Fields and Jerome Chodoroy, 
Last season there were air programs on ‘Claudia’ stories, with John 
Golden, that show's producer, also having a campaign disassociating the 
broadcasts from the show’s material. 

Gordon went to the Coast last week for the previewing of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ which film was made under his supervision. Picture is due for 
release in October, but the manager expects the stage version at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., to tour without interference from the filmization. Road 
company of ‘Eileen’ is playing Boston. Gordon has announced ‘Carmen 
Jones,’ a colored cast version of the operatic ‘Carmen.’ 





Arthur Levy, press agent for the David Belasco attractions, turned 
up on Broadway, sans carnation, but with another posy in his buttonhole, 
That prompted Harry Hershfield to recall an incident of some seasons 
ago, which had nothing at all to do with flowers having sweet scents, 
Levy entered an eating place where salami is a staple food. Hershfiel 
waved a hunk of the garlic flavored sausage under Levy's schnozzle an 
the latter sampled it generously. 

Next day Levy called up the humorist and exclaimed: ‘That snack cost 
me $30,000. I started to read a play to a wealthy dame who promised to 
back me. Unfortunately I belched in her face. She dismissed me with 
the remark, ‘You vulgarian!,’ and that’s the end of my production.’ 





Not a few members of the Association of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers are concerned over the activities of radicals in the outfit. The agi- 
tators have worked themselves up to a pitch over matters that are of no 
concern to the union as an organization and are evidentiy intent on hav- 
ing ATAM go on record as opposed to certain phases of the war. They 
proposed recently that a protest’ be sent to Washington, but the idea is 
understood to have been voted down. 

Those intent on rousing the organization are said to be of the press 
agent group, house and company managers not being participants. One or 
two agents have been mentioned among the agitators, most of whom ap- 
pear to be assistant p.a.’s. 





‘Yours, A. Lincoln’ (‘Death Mr. President’), which was presented ex- 
perimentally at the Shubert, N. Y., Thursday (9), got no managerial re- 
action in the way of bids for regular production and it is doubtful that 
the drama will reach the boards next season. First showing was before 
an invited audience of showmen, actors and newspaper people, but a 
public performance Sunday (12) had a $2.20 top for charity purposes, the 
takings being $413, considered fair money in light of n.s.g. notices. 

Sunday night Vincent Price, in the part of the martyred president, gave 
a better performance. Some scenes which had been too hastily dropped 
to shorten the play were inserted, making for a better audience reaction. 





On the strength of his performance in Irving Berlin’s ‘This Is the Army, 
Broadway, N. Y., Julie Oshins will be in demand for the stage and prob- 
ably Hollywood. Oshins emanated from the country summer hotels known 
He was of the team of Oshins 
and Lessy, which played chiefly night spot dates. At that time Oshins 
was more of a straight man, but in ‘Army’ he is the outstanding comic. 

Another promising comedian in ‘Army’ is Dick Bernie, who was as- 
signed a bit early in the show. 





Brooks Atkinson, the N. Y Times critic, is riding the buses to varicus 
midwestern communities in the hinterland, getting the average person’s 
reaction to the war. His accounts have appeared in the daily, but not in 
the drama section, being handled by the city desk. That may explain 
why show people have missed his accounts of the ramblings. 

Atkinson planned to be a war correspondent with the American army 
and took an intensive course at Harvard with that in mind. Lewis Nichols, 
Times drama editor, has been covering the N. Y. premieres. 





‘Little Jesse James,’ Harlan Thompson-Harry Archer intimate musical 
click of some time ago, due for revival last season, is figured to reach the 
boards again. Another title, ‘Heels Together,’ may be used in place of 
the label mentioned several months ago. 

Book has been brought up to date and a scene or two added, while the 
score is said to be entirely new. Backing is said to hdve been obtained, 
but the identity of the presenter is not known. Show was originally 
presented by the late L. Lawrence Weber. 





Mario Gallo, who was manager of his uncle Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo 
Opera Co., has been drafted. It is his second army service, Gallo having 
been discharged from the Italian forces after the first World War, later 
immigrating and becoming an American citizen. 

Last winter he was wed to Hizi Koyke, one of the best known Japanese 


| Prima donnas, who has been over here for some time. Marriage was 
os after Pearl Harbor. She cannot become a citizen. 

Forrest Orr lost his voice because of a cold and was out of ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’ Saturday (11) at the Fulton, N. Y. Malcolm Beggs subbed in 


the part of Teddy and at the end of the first act, when supposed to give a 
trumpet blast from his cognet, only a slight sound was heard. He ad- 
mitted not having gotten the knack of the instrument. 

It was the first time that Orr missed a performance in his 37 years on 
the stage. 





Ben Atwell decided to get as far away from show business as possible, 
so is on the California desert raising rattlesnakes. Press agent's partner 
in the strange avocation is a brother who was chief of the Los Angeles 
fire department. Skin of the snakes is used for women’s shoes. 








between the president and Secretary 
of War Stanton. It had been charged 
that Stanton in some fashion figured 
in various schemes to ‘get rid of 
Lincoln,’ but the Horgan version does 
not substantiate that idea. When a 
senator suggests the plan during a 
conference, Stanton is shocked and 
reproves the legislator sharply. 
Lincoln’s character as set forth in 
some measure is perhaps the best of 
the writing. However, important 
material was deleted to shorten the 
play, which more clearly etches John 
Wilkes Booth and his satellite, Her- 
old. Author places the onus of the 





jmurder clearly on the shoulders of 
ithe actor Booth, in reprisal for be- 


lief that Lincoln was strangling the 
south. According to the play, Booth 
did not intend ne Lincoln, but to 
kidnap him and hold him until all 
the Confederate prisoners were freed. 
In a secret conference with Gen- 
erals Grant and Sherman_aboard the 
presidential yacht ‘River Queen, Lin- 
coln orders them to disregard the 
terms ot Lee’s surrender as dictated 
by Stanton and instructs them to tell 
the vanquished soldiers to return to 
their homes. That belies Booth’s fa- 
natical idea that the Emancipato! 
planned to crush the south. The en- 
trance of Grant and Sherman with 
|clanking swords and rented uniform: 
(Continued on page 52) 
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McCarter, Princeton, With 60 Backers, | **” **<=* “"“<*’ | Bway Legit Mgrs. Get No Definite Info 
’ Charles Coburn, the actor, y 91 oY “3 
idl who devotes his spare time to ° ° e.° 
in Straw at P the job of teaching university 
; ns SOM FLOMMUSINGLY | Secs Soi he ae . . on transportation, Priorities 
ole actresses, has paid for a printed 
ot. ara: * pamphlet, in which he says: ok 
& 8 ‘The truth is that in respect 
d Princeton, N. J., July 14. David Lowe to Present to acting the university theatre Tallulah’s $2 500 On Committee of Broadway managers 
‘1. The McCarter theatre, operated as wom Ase came was eg on a ’ visited Washington last week for 
he hat this summer by Richard Sa mistaken premise, a alse foun- ° the purpose of finding out the status 
- & ataw at : a. y an 2 royan One-Acters dation; consequently, after a Percentage in Strawhat | Of show business in respect to trans- 
ry Skinner, got away a D &g quarter of a century in time, portation and priorities on materials 
er start with a gross of $2,500 for its Two one-act plays by William and the expenditure of millions , for next season. Showmen were 
a initial four-performance week. Play-| Saroyan are to be produced, but his| Of dollars for the experiment, Tallulah Bankhead's appearance at | courteously received, but it was ex- 
ing Wednesday - through - Saturday| plan to present his whole portfolio the results are feeble, and the | Maplewood, N. J., last week in ‘The | plained that no definite information 
ights, the spot opened with Paul| °f Plays under a plan where nobody school goes on graduating ama- | Kittle Foxes’ is reported to have | is available at this time. Although 
- nights, the spot open: is supposed to make any money is| ‘*eUT# to teach amateurs how to been highly successful to her per-/ there have been no orders issued to 
he and Grace Hartman in ‘Tonight at entirely nebulous. The one-acters| become amateurs.’ sonally, with the house end quite | railroads that might interfere with 
a 8:30. are.to be backed by David Lowe, lit- satisfied with the operating profit.| road attractions using baggage cars, 
nv. Capacity for the theatre is $3,600|tle known in show circles. Lowe p “ Gross was stated to have been well | every phase of business must face 
nn f t le of | Wa8 identified with a semi-pro sum- over $8,000, star being on a sliding | the chances of emergencies. In the 
he for four performances a a scale o nase ainek 06 edd, L: f uit otec percentage, which accounted for her | event of sudden troop movements, 
55c to $2.20. That amount is drawn ai Sa) as many me blos getting more than $2,500. train schedules are likely to be dis- 
er only from the —— parr ee torte A the ine ots Ay... ne ‘ Understood that it is Miss Bank- | arranged. 
~ — yon ws - veevine. | desirable N. Y. legiters, It was used 4 > head's only summer stock appear-| Applications for materials under 
he cony 4 ree a 2 fe si a gees ll i cis gg Bi psn ery Pains ance this season and she announced | priorities must be filed promptly. 
ad wae. a) ‘of $4,000 rs = ? ene et cad ‘ten only show there in recent it to be her final appearance in| Stated that such commodities as 
en tion sale 0 ‘ or e seaso . ait: Gen a elas casnbelin : ‘Foxes.’ She played the Maplewood | aluminum and rope are unobtainable 
Backing for the theatre is a unique outfit called ‘Sevtemn Gaveléade’ date under a contract entered into | in any amount, while linen and can- 
setup. Princeton Playgoers, Inc., backed by Ed Sullivan-Shuberts It caper pos early in the spring. House is cur-| vas are becoming scarce. At a ses- 
ed founded by Norris Houghton, scene flopped. Billy Rose was pred A rently playing ‘Pal Joey.’ sion of the League of New York i 
le, designer and Princeton grad, bor- as being interested in Saroyan plays Theatres early this week, producers 
ns rowed $100 each from 60 local resi- hea is quoted saying that isn't same ‘ . were again urged to start readying 
ts, dents interested in establishing 8] rect, although he and the western| Equity and other show business |‘Arsenic’ Melon Keeps —_—| S20, # sen as possible for next 
a ay sinsclalienuntalaelan notes. is| 8Uthor are gabbing about things in| Unions are watching developments 2 scneem, 
- bankrolling the summer schedule, | 8¢neral. Saroyan is talking renam- that may be motivated by ‘Star and Ripe Despite June Heat Pointed out that it will be nec- 
t with profits to be devoted to estab- | ing it the Saroyan theatre. Garter,’ Music Box, N. Y. ‘Garter’ 9 | essary to work on old settings and 
Ss hha — 2 . may be along the lines of burlesque e materials in storehouses, remodel- 
. Lowe has office s th . que, C . anes, 
to ree a Ss ae ae aes rina natty oes but so far as Broadway is concerned Juicy $9,000 ut Up ing scenery if possible. Idea of 
" gets only occasional one-night | being associated with Vinton Freed- it is a legit revue, produced as such as pooling settings, drapes, cycs = a 
stands, usually pre-Broadway try-| ley and Richard Krakuer. Trio is ral Bagg ae fat pene Payoff to the multitude of backers mre peers mln ey — 
in- outs. John Fee, Princeton football 5 we ogee gy Mey oe any lesser invention seesteaed asad of “Arsenic and Old Lace’ for the agers. Eventually it may be nec 
: . : te t? er . g . } . a ~ 
gi. hero of a generation ago, is Play os _ “ Bh ic —" down Sao coann Guins 40 tntietene ath, tn month of June was the smallest essary to pool all production mate- 
no goers president and head of the local | Saturday (18) for a month. ‘ » ads since opening, the profit for the} ~. ‘ . 
; Garter’ click because of the number : - rials, and coming shows will prob- 
vs bank, so the setup gets a maximum of people engaged month being $9,000. All previous ably be simplified scenically 
ey of local cooperation. Anoth 1 t Equity’ checks to the gratified investors were + eR oveg to Washington Gan 
is Princeton is normally a sleepy spot SARI Cracks Down On _ Another angle to Equity’s interest | hefty amounts, but the June melon, L Gil- 
in summer, but is rejuvenated this is a report that a burlesque show is) sliced some 21 times, seemed in- bert Miller, Max Gord ord ~ 
. =? : es . to be put on in another legit theatre | signi . ert Miller, Max Gordon and James 
ess season with the University in full 1 d a ; ; significant. F. Reill 
or session for the first time since its Latin Play P Irates An real Braye y J scare Enid ed There is but one ‘Arsenic’ company F 
ap- founding 196 years ago. Institution “!now operating (Fulton, N. Y.), 
is turning out grads in three years N. Y. Resort Belascos gprs cogs Boygicy | ong gtr whereas through last season a road ‘LET’S FACE IT’ CAST 
instead of four, under an accelerated show for the pat ee torr whe Ghee company earned nifty profits and 
2X- war program. ; The Society of Authors’ Repre-| berts operate the house and it is| °V°"Y rte SRE Tes pees ‘one SCATTERS FAR 'N’ WIDE 
re- McCarter schedule brings Flora| sentatives, Inc., trade association of| intimated they are backing Herk.| “°* 8?" UP: 
hat Robson, opening tomorrow (Wednes- | play and literary brokers, has cracked| Equity, stagehands and musicians Buck Crouse, of the Lindsay and 
ore day) night in Elizabeth the Queen’; down on South American entrepre-| wanted to know what it was all Crouse ‘Arsenic’ production outfit, Four weeks’ layoff of ‘Let’s Face 
t Jane Cowl in ‘Old Acquaintance,’ | neurs who have been producing and| about and are huddling about the | Wrote an apologetic note accompany-|1,, :. ..ottering the cast to all parts 
the July 22; Betty Field in ‘What Every | publishing topnotch U. S. plays sans| idea ing the checks to fhe effect that os ad P 
Woman Knows, July 29; Jimmy } & plays s . ram th 1 of the U. S. Danny Kaye, accom- 
; : payment and permission. SARI has ods saieened tin i ith | When you gaze upon the enclosure ; . 1 Fi - 
; Sa ‘The Duenna’ Aug. 5: un- p aiety wi ill li . ‘ti panied by his wife, Sylvia Fine, is 
ave — = oe a, &. 9; UN-| thus far extracted $1,050 in royal-| stock burlesque until License Com-| 00 Wi) realize ery hon Mecgmerriygt ed |, OO for Hollywood for stor 
ved decided bill Aug. 12; Paul Robson, | ties with about $6,000 more to come.| missioner Pal Moss stepped in with | ti¢, moment is that the less said the | ©8008 Oot oo G oe 
on. Margaret Webster, Jose Ferrer and/ prime offenders were Argentina| Mayor LaG ty oi ea caaal better...there are the usual alibis; |confabe with Sain the home town, 
Uta Hagen in ‘Othello,’ the full week | .44 Chile groups, with Brazilians to - oe the a ‘ ste and refused | only one company playing: summer | Vivian Vance back to the home town, 
ay! of Aug. 17, and Ilka Chase in| , jascer degree "Argentinian qultins ties ¥* > a nf ca £0-| heat; gas rationing: tire shortage... | Alburquque, N. M., to give the folks 
ob- “Susan and God,’ the season finale, | },y¢ been the worst violators with 42nd pAeaed That pee enenange ae still I believe that Lindsay has some om a SN ines ee eee 
pom. ate te Aug. 26. Axis infiltration tactics and tacit} not again be countenanced in those — owen pad, SS cans Rae Xs, Rill Daniels back to his native 
‘ins Skinner, who has been co-pro-| go en + ae _ rete : will call in the FBI...but money ily 
government approval aiding the pi-| spots was anticipated, which is why , : nn soil. ‘Deep in the Heart of Texas,’ 
ins ducer of such Broadway shows as| rates, Situation was revealed to|the Ambassador figur What isn’t everything; love conquers all. soil, ep ) 
~, the ‘Charley’s Aunt’ revival and , : r igures. atever ena then on to Hollywood to screen test 
ae ‘Family P = Bem ne; SARI by Americans who returned/ the type of show slated for that for Metro with his dancing partner 
amily Portrait,’ was associated with | from South America with news of] house. it will not be labelled bur-| ¢ ; : 
the Westport (Conn.) strawhat the "Nei ; Mary Parker. 
p n.) strawha productions of Eugene O'Neill, Som- | lesque. 
last couple of seasons and before that | erset Maugham and Lillian Hellman Mike Todd. prod D Athenian * Re a ten p — prea 
cus operated the Mt. Kisco (N. Y.) scripts. When representatives, via! jeft last “ag "Chi prions FACES PLAYING ST L. venta epeatag dank th Giada. °= 
urs summer theatre several seasons : € ast week for Chicago, where e ments, opening first in Cincinnati. 
Wy. - : py tg ron peal ayer a he’s looking over acts for a revised James Todd, renting a cottage at 
ai 0 uncovered | version in the fall. pee 
ain Ivoryton’s Mild Opening the chicanery. i tanlaetieny ax St. Louis, July 14. “radio pac He rang — 
ii Ivoryton, Conn., July 14. Argentinian maneuvers, which More new faces are making suc- Eve Arden, only meonmier of orig- 
old ,, Following a mild opening week of | **'6 yy Cera momen pey- 75€ LEGIT IN NEWARK cessful bows in Sigmund Romberg’s | inal cast who won't rejoin company 
Jason,’ starring Erik Rhodes, Milton ag like Fischer Verlag and their New Moon,’ which began & ON€-/on reopening, quitting to return to 
Stiefel’s Ivoryton playhouse goes allan counterparts which had, in MOS UE SEATING 3700 week stand in the Municipal The- the Coast to be near her husband on 
ical into second stanza tonight (Tuesday) | the past, purchased play and/or pub- ad ’ atre Assn.’s Alfresco theatre in|Coast Guard duty (Carol Goodner 
the with ‘Sailor Beware,’ headed by| lication rights for their own coun- = Forest Park last night (Monday). | cicceeds her) Mary Jane Walsh 
| Joseph Pevney and Judy Parrish.| tries, provided scripts for Argentin- Lilting tunes and near midsummer |, h ; d her holid : 
of What biz tl , , ian producers. Technique was similar Newark, July 14. temperature brought out an opening | 27 34’ to spend her Rey e 8 
at biz there was last week was p » Sechniq Ss u th h h +r B ¥ an Opening | hospital, having her appendix 
the confined largely to weekend. to that employed by German news osque eatre here has been/ night mob that grossed approxi- yanked 
1ed Week of July 21 brings Michael| agencies which provided boiler plate | leased for two months by Bobette| mately $4,500, swell. 
ally Whelan in ‘Petticoat Fever’ and ten-| t? Latin American dailies and mags and Russell Mack for subway circuit} Warbling chores are -apably han- 
tative plans call for a revamped ver-|for next to nothing. Where these legit under the Jules Leventhal ban- dled by Edward Roecker, baritone, Ball R R T 
sion of ‘Jazz Age, II’ for week of | firms had no scripts they were boot-|ner. Opens July 21 with Native Son’ making first appearance here; Rob- et usse eturns 0 
irlo July 28. House is trying dark Mon-| legged from U. S.—not a difficult}@a2d follows with “Moon Is Down.’| ert Shafer, tenor, and Marthe Er- . . 
‘ing days this year, with a compensating | procedure since most hit plays are; House will operate at lowest legit! rolle. William Sully, another new- Big Crowds at Lewisohn 
ter extra mat on Wednesdays. published in book form. — scale town has seen in years,|comer, scores in comedy role, as 
The War’s Effect aoe matinees a week es me does Jose Cabot and Evelyn Dresde, Playing to attendance ranging 
Due to the war and the resultant |#"¢ ‘OP evening prices pegged at /oc. | ballroomologists, who also are mak- ; - 
se ’ © 
oa FIELDS SETS LUNTS breakdown of the international copy- Current plans call for rotating|ing local debut. In the supporting | ated ag 1d om 
’ right system, SARI was unable to| shows well until the fall, and to con-|cast are Collette Lyons, Virginia eo ox taco St diun Tues 
OWN WAR ROLE IN DC prevent the productions without ven- | tinue throughout the winter if ven-| Bolen, Frederic Tozere, John Tyres, | -Thursd wes ‘Gal 7-9) ‘2 anal 
_ ee | turing into expensive litigation. Col-| ture holds up. Mosque is 3,700-| Frederic Persson, Vincent Verson | oH nerernene of —~A ‘amma cnaiiee 
“~ ay lections were another matter. | seater, largest house in town. and Al Downing. |All ballets were repeats with dif- 
ek Washington, July 14 Argentina has a quasi-official body| Newark’s last steady legit diet was; Although weather conditions in- | ferent casting. j 
ad- , : : , : f called ‘Argentores’ (Sociedad Gen-|two years ago, when the Adams tried | terrupted, but did not stop one per- , ‘ : ’ 
Bill Fields. P! hts C On Tuesday (7) Sylphides, 
S, Staywrignts ©0. Press | erale de Autores de la Argentina) |it for a brief period and went into| formance of ‘No, No, Nanette,’ and | «scheherazade’ and ‘Beau Danube’ 
on agent, played a double header busi- | which collects 10% of the gross at|the red for around $39,000 in less| threats of rain were on tap several | were given; Wednesday (8), “The 
ness trip over the weekend. Publicist | each performance. This money is | than seven weeks, House then re- other nights, piece finished a one- | Magic Swan,’ ‘The Nutcracker’ and 
saw Maj. George D. Van Der Hoef of |@@"™arked, half for the author|verted to name band-vaude policy.| week engagement Sunday (12) with | ‘Capriccio Espagnol,’ and Thursday 
ble, the U. S. Marines and arranged for and half for the translator, but} The Adams, too, may go legit this a good b.o. take. An estimated $34,- (9), ‘Swan Lake,’ ‘Petrouchka’ and 
ner field sesignment in the Public Rela- nothing has been done to notify the ee with ge Meyer Davis} 000 was paid by 60,000 customers. ‘Prince tgor’ concluded the run. 
eles tions Branch of this service. Fields | 8Uthor that the money is available. | in on the operation. Franz Allers, new permanent con- 
is a Marine Corps veteran, having | Nor did ot rpg assist eet SARI p ‘ ductor, handled all performances. 
—— served a two-year hitch in the last | ™€P 1m setting a e coin. Argen- em 
th war.. “ tores’ take in 1940 was $184,887.51.| South American scene out of Buenos r leres 
oth Fields announced that the Lunts | SARI’s man had to dig up programs) Aires. Guly 15-25) Ber ll in Ho 
t to would play the National theatre in | Of mewspaper reviews before the At the same time, the Catskill Mt. gia sp 
all the S. N. Behrman comedy, ‘The ‘Argentores’ people would admit} borscht belt, always inconsiderate in| ‘Three Days to Wait,’ comedy by 
eed. Pirate,’ week of Oct. 12. New play | having the money. the past when it came to royalties,| Gabriel R. Walling, at Cape theatre,| Leonard E. Bergman, who was 
‘en- opens at Madison, Wis., Sept. 14, Amdénhg the Pirated plays were|has responded to pressure and will) Cape May, N. J. (14-19). general manager for the late A. L. 
the then Cleveland, Indianapolis, Cin-|‘The Old Maid,’ ‘Trial of Mary|pay off about $3,000. Control mech-| «ao.% wake the Baby,’ comedy by Erlanger and who has been handling 
Lin- cinnati and Pittsburgh. After the | Dugan,’ ‘The Corn Is Green,’ ‘Night}anism consists of notifying each | wittiam A. Blatt, at New Milford | ‘he Erlanger estate theatre interests 
the Washington engagement the Lunts| Must Fall,’ ‘On Approval,’ ‘Ladies| producer of playdates. Thus Stanley! (45.5) playhouse (15-18) in association with Marcus Heiman, 
wee go to Broadway. in Retirement,’ ‘The Women,’ ‘Chil-| Wolf, a summer hotelier, was okayed Fe p “ was operated upon at the Post Grade § 
7 ‘The.-Pirate’ is set for the Martin |dren’s Hour,’ ‘Emperor Jones,’ ‘Anna| for 21 hotels which will stage ‘Ladies| “Malice Domestic,’ drama by Reg-| uate hospital, N. Y., Friday (10). : 
Pa Beck, N. Y., in October. It’s a| Christie,’ ‘Desire Under the Elms,’|in Retirement,’ ‘Accent on Youth,’ inald Denham and Edward Percy, | IjIness was reported to be gall blad- ; 
ator Theatre Guild-Playwrights Co. pro- | and the lesser known O’Neill scripts,| “Mr. and Mrs. North’ and ‘Outward . oni, PN (Conn.) Summer | ger disturbance. 
en- duction, with Lunt directing. The | ‘Welded,’ ‘Before Breakfast’ and|Bound.”’ Charles Rapp, another eatre Pe Patient had been away on a fish- 
vith Lunts were last ow tour with "There | ‘Where the Cross Is Made.’ | borscht Belasco, will get clearance| ‘Keep Your Distance,’ farce by | ing trip, during which his condition 
rms Shall Be No Night,’ which’ wound Currently SARI has Lawrence |for scripts as soon as he files his list Ivan Tors, at Del Monte (Cal.).| was aggravated. He returned 30 
up in the spring. Smith, a hep Britisher, watching the jof playdates. Summer theatre (21-25). ' pounds under normal. 
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52 VARIETY 
Li ti ‘Army’ Imori 
‘Variety’ Tax Q rit 
tterati Variety’ Tax Quiz 
Continued from page 3 
‘Yank’ Peps Up back, is using ‘missionary’ technique | might claim the right to deduct ex- ba . 

Gaus wel héie pte tee has|in contacts with paper's advertisers. |penses while working gratis for Broadway, traditionally sensitive to any peaks or nuances, has rarely 
dr : ed its film in mae Running Via an advertising committee, culled | Uncle Sam. been as excited’ as this past week with the resounding click of Irving 

opP * from members of Journal-American| Whatever the decision, picture,| Berlin’s soldier show, ‘This Is the Army.’ The unbroken lines of 


them was bad policy, the editors have 
decided. What’s the use, they figured, 
of telling a soldier in Iceland that a 
film’s a dud when it’s the only one he 
can see. If he reads the review and 
decides not to go he’ll probably be 
even more unhappy than if he sat 
through it. 


Furthermore, inasmuch as Yank is 
solely for overseas troops, films ar- 
rive irregularly and in some places 
not at all. So the best that a favor- 
able review could do would be to 
make a lad wish he were back home 
where he might see it. 


In place of the reviews Yank has 
substituted a lengthy Hollywood 
column made up of trivia snared and 
boiled down from all the other film 
capital columns. It takes a sarcastic 
angle, however, by heading it ‘Holly- 
wood in Wartime’ and then reprint- 
ing some of the silliest and most in- 
consequential items of the week— 
‘Betty Grable has blue eyes, accord 
ing to Jeemy Feedler. Franchot Tone 
and his wife are going to have a 
b-by. Merle Oberon, now Lady 
Korda, is said to be taking her title a 
little too seriously.’ 


Amusement pages have been cut to 
two, with one of the major stories in 
the current issue being Madeleine 
Carroll’s mariage to. Stirling Hay-~ 
den. Warner Bros. purchase of ‘This 
Is the Army,’ the Irving Berlin 
soldier show, is also reported, as is a 
telegram (sent to ‘Variety’) by Al 
Jolson while recently touring Alaska. 


Latest (fifth) issue of Yank is a lot 
more peppery edition than the earlier 
ones. Staff seems to have conquered 
some of its self-consciousness and 
tendency to take itself too seriously. 
Makeup is much livelier, with better 
use being made of pictures. Stories 
are short and’ generally bright, al- 
though the tongue-in-cheek insou- 
ciance of the ‘Stars and Stripes’ of 
the last war hasn’t been reached, 





B. A. Scribes Foment Revolt 


Argentine newspaper men forming 
group known as Ayuda Periodistica 
Democratica, were responsible for 
staging B. A.’s largest pro-democra- 
tic demonstration on July 4. Despite 
state of siege, which has hampered 
all such meetings by restrictions on 
demonstrations favoring either side 
in the war, scribblers—originally 
called ‘Anti-Nazi group’—worked up 
the meeting with the aid of other 
democratic institutions. Principal 
speakers included National Deputy 
Juan Antonio Solari and newspaper 
man Alberto Gerchunoff, president 
of the organization. 


News writers in Latin-America 
have long been more active in po- 
litical affairs than writers north of 
the border, majority having side 
jobs in the Government or with the 
political parties, and taking more 
than a literary interest in political 
goings on. 

El Pampero, leading Nazi sheet 
published in Buenos Aires, and El 
Mattina d'Italia, Italian - language 
daily published in the Argentine 
capital, both were suspended for 
periods of up to five days recently 
for going beyond even the point the 
still-neutral Argentine government 
will permit. While Pampero has 
often been in hot water before, it 


is something new for the Italian rag, 


which has usually gone up to but not 
beyond the danger line on anti-U. S. 
scribbling. Suspensions in both cases 
were due, however, not to anti-Yank 
remarks, but to the editorial com- 
ment on local affairs, 





$100,000 Press Fund 

A fund of $100,000 has been ear- 
marked by the Government to take 
care of expenses while in this coun- 
try of foreign newsmen who come at 
special invitation. Currently here on 
Washington largesse are a_half- 
dozen Swedish writers, with ad- 
ditional reporters from other neutral 
countries and Latin America ex- 
pected from time to time. 

Fund was arranged by Col. William 
J. Donovan's Office of Coordinator of 
Information before it was absorbed 
by the Office of War Information and 
by Nelson Rockefeller’s Office of Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs. 
It is handled through the National 
Press Club, with the visiting journal- 
ists nominally that organization's 
guests. 





Guild’s Pitch to Advertisers 
Newspaper Guild of New York, 
currently involved in controversy 
with Hearst’s Journal-American 
over firing of 13 staffers two-weeks 


unit, the Guild is asking advertisers 
to use their good offices to try and 
persuade paper’s execs to listen to 
reason; and at the same time getting 
across the Guild’s side of the con- 
troversy. 

In past somewhat similar situa- 
tions have been met by pressuring 
advertisers to curtail or cancel ap- 
propriations. 





Carly Wharton’s War Role 


Although not an author, Carly 
Wharton will head the Writers War 
Board, a committee of the Authors 
League of America, being the of- 
ficial contact with Government 
agencies seeking material for radio 
programs and magazine articles. 
Committee has not been functioning 
efficiently because requests from 
federal bureaus had not been clear- 
ing correctly at the League offices. 

Mrs. Wharton is associated with 
Martin Gabel in legit production, 
they acting for John Hay Whitney 
when he invests in Broadway shows. 
Her husband, John D. Wharton, is 
attorney for the Playwrights Co. 





Shulman’s Novel 

Max Shulman, son-in-law of Les 
Rees, -‘Variety’ correspondent at 
Minneapolis, has been commissioned 
by Doubleday, Doran to write a 
novel following submission of several 
initial chapters. 

A graduate of the University of 
Minnesota, he recently enlisted for 
officers’ training in the air corps and 
is waiting to be called. Hopes to be- 
come a bombardier. 


Army Photogs’ News Training 

The Army has assigned one pho- 
tographer, a novice in uniform, to the 
photo desk of each N. Y. daily to 
learn tricks of the trade. They go 
out on assignments and shoot only 
alongside a regular staffman. 

Papers can use their prints if the 
pix ed thinks they rate. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Sgt. William Temple Hall, news 
editor of the Calgary, Alberta, Al- 
bertan, when he enlisted with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in 1940, is 
now for official purposes presumed 
dead after being missing from air op- 
erations overseas for eight months, 
according to despatches, 


Edwin L. Eaton, 75, publisher of 
Gardner, Kas., Gazette for many 
years, died there July 6. 


Ludwig Lore, 67, newspaperman 
and author, died July 8 in Brooklyn. 
Lore’s column, ‘Behind The Cables,’ 
was long featured in The N. Y. Post. 

Thomas F. Meehan, 87, editor of 
America, National Catholic weekly, 
died July 7 in Brooklyn. 

Joseph J. McAuliffe, 65, newspa- 
perman, died July 9 in St. Louis. 
Before his retirement in 1941, he had 
been managing editor of the Globe 
Dispatch in St. Louis, for 26 years. 

Charles L. Kelheur, 70, member of 
the Springfield, Mass., Union staff 
since 1906, died there July 12. 
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YOURS, A. LINCOLN 


almost had even the well-wishers out 











seemed amusing was an offstage 
band playing ‘Dixie,’ which. Lincoln 
liked and hadn’t heard for four years. 

‘Lincoln’ is documentary and con- 
troversial, and it is doubtful of be- 
ing regularly produced unless some 
way is devised that does not call for 
as Many scenes as the episodes call 
for. Strong cast lineup might also 
make the drama more weighty than 
indicated at the special showince. 
Doubtful, too, that Hollywood wi% 
be interested, mostly because no 
Lincoln picture has been successful. 

At times Price used a midwestern 
twang that sounded on the cracker 
side. His Lincoln was sympathetic 
and there are suggestions of the hu- 
mor, for which the president was 
famed. Donald Randolph’s Booth at- 
tracted attention. Sherman A. Mac- 
Gregor created a pompus little Stan- 
ton; Harry Bellaver was the musical 
comedy Grant; Bill Johnson was 
Sherman, and both had a bit of trou- 
ble with their cigars. Several femi- 
nine characters are listed, but only 
Mary Michael, as Mrs. Lincoln, and 
Ruth Hermanson appeared, the oth- 
{ers probably having been in scenes 
| which were dropped. Robert Lee 
iplayed Tad, 
son, and did well. 





Ibee. 


\front giggling. Another incident that | 


the president’s young | 


radio, legit and sports names are in 
a spot. They shot the works on do- 
ing a promotion job for Uncle Sam. 
Should their claims be allowed, they 
might put a crimp in the Treasury 
Department; and if their claims are 
not allowed, they take it on the chin 
financially, an experience that, while 
not novel, is definitely not enjoyable. 





Plenty of Mileage 


Hollywood, July 14. 

Hollywood talent covered 788,895 
miles in the first six months this 
year in patriotic endeavors, it was 
disclosed by the Hollywood Victory 
Committee, which routed players 
around the country for camp enter- 
tainment, War Bond sales and other 
services in connection with the war 
effort. 

It was revealed that 723 players 
made 3,198 appearances and 422 
broadcasts in the six-month period. 
Breakdown disclosed that one star 
made 160 appearances; 39 more than 
30 appearances, and eight more than 
50. The report was submitted to 
Col. Marvin Young, aide to Gen. F. 
H. Osborne. Young was an NBC 
radio producer here before going 
into service. 





That's Plenty Gab 
Washington, July 14. 

Abbott & Costello have booked 43 
towns in 17 states for speeches un- 
der the auspices of the U.S. Treas- 
ury Department’s division of Special 
Activities, to boost bond = sales. 
Comedians are donating their ‘per- 
sonal appearance’ salaries to Army 
and Navy Relief 

Allen Jenkins, Jean Parker and 
Ralph Bellamy will tour as a war 
bonds team, already scheduled for 
Montana appearances on July 15, 16 
and 17, with more to come. 

War Heroes, who have completed 
their tour under Treasury auspices, 
will be broken up and appear indi- 
vidually in various cities on July 17 
as a feature of ‘War Heroes’ days 
organized by the Retailers Division. 

Treasury’s bond sales executives 
voted Loretta Young an informal 
‘great lady’ certificate for the charm 
and cheerfulness with which she 
went through a trying schedule in 
Washington. Film star took on de- 
partment stores, night clubs, a visit 
to the Annapolis Naval Academy, 
theatre. personals and hotel in- 
formals. Proved a crackerjack bond 
saleslady, talking Kiwanis club out 
of $40,000 at a noonday luncheon, 
and wheedling almost as much out 
of Rotary. She attracted a crowd of 
1,000 to Keith’s lobby Saturday (11) 
and besides passing out 300 auto- 
graphs disposed of $500 in stamps. 

In between engagements she man- 
aged to spend her leisure with her 
husband, Major Tom Lewis, of Spe- 
cial Services Branch, War Depart- 
ment. 





OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


(Continued from page 47) 


old grind of a mouse shedding her 
chemise before hitting the alfalfa. 
His footwork is far more satisfying 
}and draws heavier mitt-slaps. 


Aunt Jemima’s avoirdupois is still 
productive of a potent personality 
and her pipes are okay, too, but cur- 
rent song book is tired. With the 
exception of her musical trade-mark, 
‘Can’t Help Lovin’ That Man,’ tunes 
are unfamiliar and have little to 
recommend them. 


Instrumental specialties of Rio and 
Rita are dated except possibly to 
those with a nostalgic yearning for 
bicycle-pump musicians. 

Varios and Vida’s costuming is 
Cuban, but their south of the border 
hipology isn’t even a reasonable fac- 
simile of the rhumba. If. their 
Americanized impression of ‘Shoeing 
the Mare’ was ever done in Havana, 
it would take half of the Rockefeller 
committee to patch up the cracks in 
our hemsipheric solidarity. 

Full house. 





Leslie. 





Good Neighbor Par Lends 
Ellen Drew to Republic 


Hollywood, Juéy 14. 
Republic borrowed Ellen Drew 
from Paramount for a romantic role 
in the ‘Ice Capades’ filmusical skat- 
ing scenes of which have been com- 
pleted by the ‘Ice Capades’ rink 
troupe. 


It is the third loanout in recent 
weeks under the inter-studio good 
neighbor policy. Republic borrowed 
Martha O’Driscoll and Charlie Smith 
from Paramount for roles in ‘Chat- 
terbox’ a few weeks ago. 





songwriter further. 


film rights away from Par. 


tion, 


prospective ticket buyers at the Broadway theatre, the No. 1 agency 
demand (‘we can get you two in the 15th row for July 29’), and the 
like, coupled with the word-of-mouth resulting from the wham hit 
of the soldier musical, has stirred the street like nothing has in years. 
The post-mortems are many now. 
aspect, before the premiere, belied the scientific, showmanly knowl- 
edge of, the patriotic songsmith that he knew what he had. That Berlin 
is a congenital worrier is now traditional. 
Paramount’s ads on his forthcoming ‘Holiday Inn,’ slated for Aug. 4 
world preem at the Broadway Paramount, is also spotlighting the 
Firstly, it comes exactly a month, to the day, 
after the July 4 premiere of ‘Army.’ 
gency Relief Fund stage musical, the Par picture will have Navy 
Relief auspices for the Aug. 4 debut, including two national hookups, 
etc., with a national music committee to salute Berlin on his 35th an- 
niversary as an American popular songwriter. 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of Par’s executive committee, is the key- 
man to the Navy Relief auspices. 
wanted to shy away from that and is still urging it be played down, 

Par’s trailer ads in the dailies salute Berlin as doing it twice within 
30 days—July 4 and Aug. 4. Par’s ad in the Army show’s programs 
dittoed, although in this instance Warner Bros. suddenly took the 


Irving Berlin’s ‘worried hen’ 


And unlike the Army Emer- 


As for the 35th anni, Berlin 


Berlin’s own success with Army protocol he frankly acknowledges 
to Generals Searles and Phillipson, who, most understandingly, bol- 
stered the songwriter’s morale during the trying organization period. 
There was much red tape to cleave, many requests for manpower to 
achieve and whenever Berlin apologetically stated, ‘Of course if this 
is out of order and against Army regulations,’ he was repeatedly given 
assurance of the Government’s appreciation of his unselfish contribu- 




















at the Broadway theatre, N. Y., but 
the recent spotlight on the WAAC 
could make possible the usage of the 
many Hollywood femmes in the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Army, and 
}thus preserve its 100% all-military 
personnel, 

‘Throwing more song properties 
into it,’ as Berlin puts it, could make 
the transition from 1918 to 1942 an 
American cavalcade, which thus 
necessitates the biographical tinge. 


Michael Curtiz, who directed 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ will most 
likely ditto with ‘Army,’ donating his 
services. Berlin wanted Bob Riskin 
to script, but the latter has a com- 
pelling Government chore and 
Robert Buckner, who scripted the 
Cohan film, may repeat here. 

N. ¥. Run Limited 

As regards the show’s current 
Broadway run, it’s in for four weeks 
and may be extended two or four 
more; not six months as was inac- 
curately publicized. Berlin wants 
the run limited for maximum gross. 
It will go on tour in sundry U. S. 
keys; the Canadian Govt. now wants 
it to play engagements in Montreal 
and Toronto; and the U. S. Army of- 
ficials add that they’d like to send 
the company intact overseas for 
propaganda and morale purposes, to 
show the sundry AEFs, whether in 
the British Isles or Australia, what 
it’s all about. 

However, this is conversational 
and subject to revision as it is Ber- 
lin’s intention to get the show into 
film form as soon as possible this 
fall, so that it may be widely dis- 
seminated for fullest propaganda 
value on the home front. 


‘Army’ No. 1 at Agencies 


In the ticket agencies the demand 
for ‘Army’ is far the best. ‘Star and 
Garter’ at the Music Box is runner- 
up in agency demand, with ‘By Ju- 
piter’ at the Shubert now in third 
place. ‘Stars on Ice’ at the Center, 
Radio City, another strong click in 
the most active legit summer in 
years, is distinctly next to ‘Army’ 
as to gross, but the bulk of tickets 
are disposed of at the boxoffice of 
that large capacity house. 

Road plan calls for ‘Army’ to first 
play Washington, then Boston, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia, Baltimore, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 

Terrific Press 


Follow-up cheers for ‘Army’ ap- 
peared in the N.Y. dailies over the 
weekend. Two special stories were 
bylined by writers who are not re- 
viewers, while critics went to town 
for the ‘Army’ show. Marian Spit- 
zer, in the Times Sunday (12), and 
Philip Dunning, in the World-Tele- 
gram Saturday (11), both were nos- 
talgic, while Richard Watts® jr., saw 
a great morale uplift by the ‘Army’ 
in one of the best drama columns he 
has yet written for the Herald 
Tribune. ; 

‘Two Wars and Two Shows’ by 
Miss Spitzer contained the thrill of 
an enthusiast not entirely sure 
whether Berlin’s ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ 
in 1918, was better than his ‘Arrny’ 
of 1942. She recalled ‘Oh, .How I 
Hate to Get Up in the Morning’ and 





See $3,000,000 ‘Army’ Net 


Continuad from page 4 Eee 








‘Mandy,’ the ‘Yaphank’ hits. She said 
they will always register with those 
who heard it in the first show and 
‘who remember songs and will sing 
them at the drop of a highball glass.’ 
She wrote that ‘Yaphank’ was a 
great show, ‘not as _ professional, 
maybe, as “This Is the Army,’ not as 
hard hitting, not as realistic ... 
oh, yes, it (Yaphank’) was a won- 
derful show. And this one is won- 
derful. It happened twice in a life- 
time,’ meaning that Berlin repeated 
and that she saw both the shows. 


Dunning wrote of a gob (himself) 
waiting in a hotel lobby for his best 
girl, with tickets for the opening of 
‘Yaphank’ (he concocted ‘Biff Bang,’ 
a Navy show which preceded it), 
and, to kill the time before she came, 
looked over a newspaper. The items 
mentioned closely resembled the 
news of today, 24 years afterwards, 
and he, like Miss Spitzer, recalled 
famous people and events of the the- 
atre then. As for the ‘Army,’ he 
wrote: 


‘It is a far better show that ‘Yap- 
hank.’ In fact, it is a far better show 
than all the previous service shows 
rolled into one. There never will be 
a service show to beat it and it is 
doubtful whether there will be a 
Broadway musical presented during 
the duration that will half-way ap- 
proach it for sheer entertainment 
power and wallop...is sufficiently 
thrilling and stimulating to warrant 
it being shown in every principal 
city in the Unted States...the ex- 
sailor and his best girl think that 
anyone who says ‘This Is The Army’ 
isn’t a great show is guilty of trea- 
son.’ Dick Watts, who raved over 
the Berlin show in his notice, wrote 
on Sunday: 


‘One of the finest things about the 
new soldier show is its vindication 
of the American sense of humor. . 
That national gift for laughter that 
has “come in for some _ searching 
criticism lately—try to imagine the 
privates and non-commissioned of- 
ficers of the Nazi army putting on 
such a show and you can see what 
a democratic phenomenon ‘This, Is 
The Army’ is. The men of America’s 
citizen army can laugh at the insti- 
tution they are serving because they 
have the basic confidence in it and 
yet are free men who are not its 
slaves. Theirs is the sort of pleasant 
laughter that can be raised only 
against something in which you 
have essential faith. It is the laugh- 
ter of strength and healthy convic- 
tion. 


‘Truly only a democratic people 
could present such a show...Only 
amid such a people would the value 
of this sort of work be properly ap- 
preciated. There is not a line of 
propaganda in it, and yet it is the 
most brilliantly propagandist of en- 
tertainments...American democracy 
smiling with good, cleansing humor 
and proclaiming to the world that it 
really believes in life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. ..filled 
with courage, good humor and an 
inherent sense of gayety and 
strength that must be a part of any 
properly functioning democracy’ and 
yet ‘In its own right one of the best 





musical shows ever produced in 
America.’ 
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Broadway 


Leonard Weisberg, M-G trade press 
contact, in French hospital with knee 
injury. 

Corp. Irving Lazar (Wm. Morris 
agency) going into officers’ training 
school. 

Thomas Job, author of ‘Uncle 
Harry,’ set to screenscript for Ed- 
ward Small. 

* NVA voted $25 monthly contribu- 
tion to the Stagedoor Canteen for 
the duration. A 

Joe Flynn concluded press job with 
‘Sons o’ Fun’ and browsing around 
Philadelphia. 

Aileen Brenon returned to Par 
homeoffice publicity (13) following 
an illn»ss of several weeks. 

‘R.U.R.’ will be revived by L. Dan- 
jel Blank and David Silberman. 
Charles G. Stewart will press-agent 
it. 

Cynda Glenn to Lookout House, 
Cincy, and Chez Paree, Chi, follow- 
ing her co-headlining at Loew’s State 
this week. 

The Richard Irvings (Janet Levis) 
expect a baby next winter. He's a 
dancer in ‘This Is the Army.’ She’s 
ditto in ‘By Jupiter.’ 

Eddie Garr has gone legit again, 
appearing in “The Merry Widow,’ 
opening tonight at Carnegie Hall, 
following ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 

Irwin Chanin (theatre builders) 
just built and donated a dining room 
and kitchen for Camp Sussex, N. J. 
(camp for underprivileged children). 


Harry Kaufman back from a Holly- 
wood oo. of the George Jessel 
vauder, which he may bring east; 
also casting ‘Count Me In,’ new mu- 
sical. 

Richard Rodgers selling his home 
in Fairfield, Conn., and enrolling his 
children in a Massachusetts boarding 
school, preparatory to enlisting in 
the Army. 

Vincent Price has purchased a 
home at Riverdale which he is fur- 
nishing in preparation for the ar- 
rival of his wife, Edith Barrett, and 
their infant son. 

Herman Lorber, Par distribution 
executive who last month celebrated 
his 25th year with the company, back 
on the job after a recent illness and 
a brief vacation. 

Away from the states for many 
years, Frank Kennebeck, in charge 
of Par sales in India, returned to 
New York Monday (13) after a 
lengthy and devious trip by boat. 

Jay Bonafield was appointed pro- 
duction manager of RKO Pathe 
shorts early this week. Joe Walsh 
and Maurice Kellerman continue as 
unit directors under his supervision. 

Robert Ardrey, having finished the 
screenplay for a Jean Arthur film, 
which Frank Ross, the actress’ hus- 
band will produce at RKO, has re- 
turned to the Coast to resume work 
on a play which Herman Shumlin 
may produce in the fall. 

Ben Washer entertained at mid- 
night shindig for cast of ‘This Is the 
Army.’ Among the uniforms spot- 
ted: Josh Logan, Carl Fisher, John 
Koenig, Earl Oxford, James McCall, 
Phil Truex. Among the civilians: 
Nedda Harrigan, Ruth Abbott, Mar- 
jorie Lytell, Mary Mason, Radie 
Harris. 





Pittsburgh 


Alex Moore, veteran exhib who 
died recently, left his entire estate to 
his widow. 


Harold Stein, former Col exchange | 


employee now in Army, landed in 
Australia recently. 
20th-Fox exploiter Wally Allen 


will be located permanently in Pitts- 
burgh after Sept. 1. 


The Piccolo Petes expect the stork | 
in October, and so do the Bob Princes 


(radio sports announcer ). 

Johnny Harris, Jr., ailing follow- 
ing return from the Coast and con- 
fined to the Mercy hospital. 

Pat McCauley, the guitarist at the 
Club 51, will desert the bachelor 


“ranks at the end of this month. 


Jake Wilk came in from New York 
last week to see the final local per- 
formance of the Army War Show. 

Ted Viehman. 
Playhouse director, here discussing 
plays for next season with the board. 

Arthur Norkus, bass player from 
the Northside, coming home Friday 
(17) for a week with Ted Lewis’ 
band. 

_Charlie Anderson, head of Alpine 
circuit, has turned over his 40-foot 
yacht, the Alpine, to the Govern- 
ment. 

Jim Alexander and Sam Fineberg, 
of the Republic exchange. cocktailed 
Judy Canova, doing a p.a. at the 
Stanley. 

John D. Walshes have named the 
newcomer John D., II, and Walt 

vig have tagged theirs Ladd 


Harry Mervis, Tech drama gradu- 

ate who deserted acting for a busi- 
ness career years ago, home from 
N.Y. for a few days. 
, Peg McLaughlin, daughter of the 
- el agent, Clair McLaughlin, and 
Twin Eiseman, diamond broker, 
opening a booking office. 

Romance which started here just a 


_ talks. 


|Chinese bullfighter. He’ 
las a novice in big circuit arenas this 
season. 


ducers Releasing Corp. cowboy star, 
came to Pittsburgh on a Bond Sales 
tour, ended last week in his mar- 
riage in Columbus, O., to Shirley 
Parfait, Pittsburgh model. 


Washington 


Treasure Island opens Aug. 7. 
Kenzie’s Hawaiian Band is first trav- 
eling booking. 

Russell Stewart, drama editor of 
the Daily News, passing out smokes. 
It’s a 742-pound git). 








soon for a Hollywood commitment: 
Will not return to Defense desk. 


Buddy Shaner begins his fifth 
year as floor soloist at the Lotus. 
Looks like the George Washington 
U. student has a carcer. 

‘Kwityerdambellyachin’ is a sign 
that has gained ‘popularity here and 
can be seen hanging in many of the 
government departments. 


Those are not pickets in front of 
John L. Lewis’ home in Alexandria. 
Merely a regular police guard, night 
vo for the Mine Workers presi- 

ent. 


William S. Treichler, northeast 
merchant, flabbergasted bond seller 
in Earle theatre lobby. Forked over 


tificate. 

Nat Glasser, Virginia manager of 
Warner Bros, houses, and Guy Won- 
ders, manager of WB Maryland the- 
atres, mourning recent deaths of 
their wives. 

Variety Club’s Tent No. 11 is 
sponsoring “Trees for Homes,’ a two- 
reeler. Newsreels carried shots last 
week of club’s mobile canteen pre- 
sented to servicemen. 

Lt. Leonard Meakin, son of Hardie 
Meakin, Keith’s manager, in charge 
of provost marshal detail guarding 
the Nazi saboteurs now on trial at 
Department of Justice. 

Cross Roads theatre, five miles 
down in Virginia, going good de: 
spite gas rationing. It’s on a bus 
line. Attraction this week, ‘George 
Washington Slept Here.’ 

War Activities Committee of the 
Motien Picture Industry cited Sid- 
ney Lust for raising five tons of 
rubber at scrap matinees. He made 
it four more tons on repetition. 

_ Jan Struther, author of ‘Mrs. Min- 
iver,’ meeting drama and book crit- 
ics here today (Wednesday) under 
Loew auspices. She’s working for 
|British Ministry of Information. 

| RKO-Keith’s has solved ‘the rent 
problem. Stage dressing room has 
been completely furnished, will be 
available to agents and others who 
_ proper accommodations a prob- 
em. 

Eddie Plohnh, National’s manager, 
and Eddie Keller, house treasurer, 
took quick trip to New York to con- 
sole Leonard Bergman of: United 





ized, 

Change in RKO-Keith's executive 
| office. Sol Sorkin becomes assist- 
jant manager, with Charles W. Nosxe 
the new tréasurer. 
\okayed by division 
| Brennan. 
| Hans Kindler, director of National 
Symphony orchestra, invited to con- 
duct Dutchess County Philharmonic 
orchestra at concert July 19 on the 
Roosevelt lawn at Hyde Park. All 
Tchaikowsky program planned. 

Dick Mansfield, chief of D. C. de- 





manager Jim 








K. & 
Theatre Corp. Rubber Morning mat- 


|inees, held at Apex, Senator and At- 


las neighborhoods. Sleuths gave 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Gloria Marin, pic star, to Los An- 
geles to fill stage bookings that will 
occupy her for two months. 

Henry Wong claims to be the only 
He’s doing well 


Pedro Vargas, one of Mexico's top 
radio-stage baritones. feted on his 
birthday, June 29, at El Patio, No. 1 
local nitery. 

Joaquin Benitez, theatrical im- 
presario and writer. has been ap- 
pointed show agent for the Ministry 


' |of the Interior. 
newly-appointed | 


Tito Guizar to star in ‘Que Lindo 


les Michoacan’ (‘How Beautiful Is 
Michoacan’), a feature-length in 
color which the Rodriguez Bros. 


will produce. 

Emilio Fernandez has been signed 
by Augustin J. Fink, president of 
Films Mundiales, to meg three pix 
that go into production in August 
and September. 

Dramatist Luis G. Basurto has 
completed an anti-Nazi drama, ‘El 
Anticristo’ (The Anti-Christ’) and 
has two legit companies bidding for 
its production rights. 

Manuel M. Ponce, composer of 
‘Estrellita’ (‘Little Star’), 
working as an inspector of chil- 
dren’s parks ind gardens for the 
Ministry of Public Education. 

Julio Bracho, winner of the i941 


Mexican ‘Oscar’ for directing. out; C 
ad- |resident members ef BBC ‘Brain |i 
the | Trust’ feature, joined Sandy Powell liquors and full entertainment for 


after a disagreement over the 
ministration as director of 
Academy of Cinematographic art, 
the screen acting school that was 
recently opened here by the na- 
tional picture workers union 





fortnight ago when Art Davis, Pro- 


the Ministry of Public Education. 


$3,750 cash for a $5,000 Treasury cer- | 


Booking Office, seriously hospital- | 


Appointments | 


tective bureau and a newspaper Car- | 
}toonist, headlined for the B 


and | 


London 


Bud Flanagan’s wife ill with pto- 
maine. 

Warren Tate finishing ‘House on 
ped Cliff’ as vehicle for Henry Ken- 

all. 

Burton Brown, the Ameriean half 
of Moon and Brown, is readying a 
isingle act. 
| Rita Cave, formerly of Odeon cir- 
cuit publicity staff now in Bert Am- 
brose’s office. 

Denis Waldock, author of ‘Jam To- 


Melvyn Douglas leaves OCD very, day,’ has finished new comedy titled 
t 


‘Comfort Me With Apples.’ 

Redd Davis back from Egypt after 
18 months producing amateur talent 
tor the troops under ENSA. 


Ben O’Loghlen into George Black’s 
touring ‘No Orchids for Miss Bian- 
dish,’ replacing Dino Galvani. 

Regal, Marble Arch, has been 
wired for sound and getting three 
broadcasts from BBC monthly. 

Harry Joseph, who took over lease 
of Kilburn Empire recently, has sold 
out to the Butterworth circuit. 

Halama and Konarski, star dance 
team in the Polish Ballet, quit to 
join Jack Waller’s ‘Let’s Face It.’ 
| Second company of ‘Other People’s 
|Houses’ (from Whitehall theatre) 
;now going out on twice-nightly tour. 





Author of best-seller ‘Readiness at 
| Dawn’ has written sequel, ‘We Ren- 
|dez-vous at Ten,’ to be published by 
Gollancz. 

Rosaire’s circus tenting at Woor- 
ral Park, Croydon, week of Aug. 10 
for government’s ‘Holiday at Home 
attraction, 

Mrs. Archie Parnell has been made 
co-director with Len Berry in her 
late husband’s agency, and is now 
active in the biz. 


|New York soon for his annual family 
meeting. Expects to be away the 
usual six weeks, 

Shaun Glenville, husband of Dor- 
othy Ward, and Jane Ayre, wife of 
Geoffrey Hope, have formed new 
vaudeville partnership. 

Edward Stirling’s production of 
‘They Walk Alone,’ starring Mary 
|Morris and Rene Ray, doing smash 
| biz on its third provincial tour. 
| Although Jimmy Squires resigned 
|his post as head of British sales for 
| Metro, he still retains his position as 
|director of the London organization. 
| HarrygRoy has written filmusical, 





j}complete book and score, which Lou | 


| Jackson thinks has possibilities pro- 
viding suitable cast can be lined up. 
‘Happidrome’ leaves the Prince of 
|Wales theatre Aug. 1 to go into 
'Grand theatre, Blackpool; touring 
‘No Orchids for Miss Blandish’ re- 
| places. 


Eileen Joyce, radio and concert | 


|pianist, lost her husband, Lieut. 
|Douglas Legh Barratt, in naval ac- 
jtion. He was a stock broker in pri- 
|vate life. 

| Variety Artists Benevolent Fund 
has realized $50,000 from entertain- 
ments and collections at music halls 
ithe past year, beating any previous 
year by $15,000. 


have appointed Percy Burton gen- 
leral manager for Wimbleton theatre. 
|where they have just started a 
|straight play policy. 

Max Milder dickering with Carroll 
Gibbons to play two weeks at Regal, 
Marble Arch, following Ambrose ag- 
gregation, which is in there for four 
| weeks, opening June 29. 
Frederick. Tennyson, 


great-grand- 


-'son of the poet and husband of film | 


‘actress Nova Pilbeam, left $10,000. 


ithe Navy and was killed on active 
| service. 

| Beverley Baxter, former Gaumont- 
|British liaison and now member of 
Parliament, has written play titled 
\“The Night of September,’ in which 
lhe is interesting Jack Hylton as 
sponsor. 

John Lothar is 
|Black’s Hippodrome show ‘Get a 
|Load of This,’ his place taken by Bob 
Ardon, former Joe Loss crooner, who 
is attempting straight actin? role for 
first time. 

‘Red Duster,’ the new Patrick Hast- 
ings play, which is being produced by 
E. P. Clift, Basil Dean and Jack Hyl- 
ton, postponed from July 6 #) middle 
August. Excuse is difficulty in get- 
ting scenery. 

The People’s Palace reopening 
after being dark two years. A series 
of Sunday symphony concerts will 
be staged there, with Sergei Krish 
conducting the Metropolitan Sym- 
j|phony orchestra. 
| Interlocutory decree granted Pat- 
iricia Burke, the actress, from Mich- 
|ael William Kimpton. She is daugh- 
jter of Marie and Tom Burke. cur- 
jrently appearing in C. B. Cochran's 
| ‘Big Top’ at His Majesty’s. 
| Emile Littler stuck for 
femme for his “The Belle 
| York’ revival at Coliseum, Part of- 
fered to Evelyn Laye and then to 
|'Helen Breen (Mrs. Tom Arnold), 
|with both thumbing it down. 
| Kecently amalgamated Gerard 


leading 


now |Heath & Montague Lyon agency to) 


Eagle House: West End Variagics 
| (Grade & Smith) has shifted to As- 
|toria House, and Charles Forsythe 
lagency is now at Kent House. 


vaudeville unit. Sailor will give 
stories and short lectures of life in 


'the Navy and merchant service. 


Roberta Huby has quit cast of Pal- 
ladium show ‘Gangway’ on expecta- 


Max Milder hopping Clipper to). 


Tom Arnold and Bernard Delfont | 


He was a film director before joining | 


out of George | 


of New 


Commander Campbell, one of the | 


tion of new addition to family in 
September; Doris Hare also expect- 
ing happy event same month, and 
will shortly be compelled to quit 
‘Seaman’s Club,’ the regular weekly 
feature on the air. 

Charles Cochran is already cast- 
ing ‘Cockadoodle,’ which will be a 
cavalcade of musical memories. In- 
cluded in these are ‘My Heart Stood 
Still,” ‘A Song in My Heart,’ ‘Danc- 
ing on the Ceiling, ‘If You Could 
Care For Me.’ It will be tried out 
in the provinces, as usual with all 
his shows. 

New play written by Renee Hous- 
ton opens in the sticks second week 
in September, with Scottish star to 
appear in it with Donald Stewart, 
her American vaudeville partner. 
Show will be out for four weeks, 
and if it clicks, comes to West End 
for run. Sponsored by Wintermute 
Productions. 

Reported here that Mrs. Gaston 
Palmer died in Juan Les Pins, 
France, recently. She was 48 and the 
sister of Ann Codee. Survived by 
|husband, son, who is in the British 
(Army, and daughter who was with 
| her in France when she passed away. 
'Originally one of three sisters who 
‘toured America as Three Athletes. 

Henry Sherek is associated with 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd.. in the revival of 
‘The Petrified Forest.’ Sherek, pres- 
ently a captain in the army, has re- 
; tained the British rights to the Rob- 
|ert E. Sherwood drama. It had been 
previously reported he lost the 
rights, but actually he assigned the 
active production to Tennent because 
of his Army duty. 








Miami 


By Leslie Harris 





John Stinson, former WIOD spiel- 
has joined news staff of WLW. 

Table tennis champ Coleman 

Clark is a holdover at Kitty Davis. 

Shag Daye, former manager of 
Royal Palm, is operating Frolic’s 
ballroom. 

Club Bali now opening at four in 
afternoon and utilizing line as dance 
hostesses. 
| Byron Lowrey, vet WQAM an- 
;nouncer, slated for commission as 
ia Lt. (jg) in navy. 

Norman MacKay, WQAM national 
advertising director, to New York 
for a round with the agencies. 

Arthur Childers, owner of Royal 
Palm, is attempting to have his nit- 
ery license transferred to the Roma 
| restaurant. 

Al Jolson is back at the Lord 
| Tarleton for a rest after Alaskan 
| tour. Expects to start out on an- 
| other shortly. 

Ornate auto, owned by multi- 
millionaire astrologer Professor 
Seward, is now serving as a recruit- 
ing station for Coast Guard. 

With midnight curfew in effect, 
| Zeissen’s Bowery has changed its 
handle from a nite club to a lite 
club, opening up at three in the 
' afternoon. 
| Ww. B. Lewis, radio director of 
| Office of War Information, in town 
for rest and to catch lecal radio 
' show, ‘Contact,’ which the Army Air 
|Force is producing. 
| First arrest made 40 minutes after 
| Miami’s new midnight drinking cur- 
| few went into effect. Bartender ac- 
|cused of peddling beer after mid- 
night faces possible $200 fine or 90 
days in the jug, or both. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 


er 





j 





‘Ice Capades’ definitely cancelled 
here this summer. 

Dennis Day heads vaude bill at 
Steel Pier Music Hall beginning Fri- 
day (17). 

U. S. Navy recruiting 23 Negro 
musicians from this area for colored 
‘band. Lieut. Paul R. Warmee in 
charge. 

All picture taking on beach and 


Hollywood 


Evelyn Ankers hospitalized for ob- 
servation. 

Marge Decker joined the Universal 
publicity staff. 

James R. Grainger in town for 
Republic studio huddles. 


Annabella (Mrs. Tyrone Power) 
became an American citizen. 

Walter Hampden arrived 
New York for picture work. 

Judy Garland reported for work 
at Metro after an eastern trip. 

Al Wilson, Republic executive pro- 
ducer, hospitalized for observation. 

Cobina Wright, Jr. recovering 
from an emergency appendectomy. 

Helga Moray, screen actress, di- 
roe Tay Garnett, producer-direc- 

r. 

James Stewart upped from second 
to first lieutenant in Army Ajr 
Corps. 

Nate B. Spingold in from New 
York to look over new Columbia 
product. 

Actress Kathryn Grayson, film 
singer, hospitalized for an appen- 
dectomy. 

Jed Harris and Sheridan Gibney 
huddling about a new play for 
Broadway. 

Clayton Lynch, manager of Metro's 
Los Angeles exchange, recovering 
from surgery. 

Jimmy Wakely. 





from 


singing cowboy, 


bucking neagens. 

Robert Gillham in Hollywood for a 
week to work out Paramount pub- 
licity campaigns, . 
se Knox to the hospital while 
Janet Shaw emotes in ‘House of 
Mystery’ at Universal. 

Clark Gable returned from Wash- 
ington to settle business affairs be- 
fore going into the Army. 

Marjorie Weaver to wed Donald 
Briggs, former assistant director at 
20th-Fox, now in the Navy. 

Marie McDonald, recently sus- 
pended by Universal in a casting 
dispute, has checked off the lot. 

Charles Coburn laid up with flu, 
causing rearrangement of the shoot- 
ing schedule on ‘Princess O'Rourke.’ 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
donated $500 War Bond to winner 
of Junior Army’s rubber collection 
drive. 

Harry Hunter, managing director 
for Paramount in Australia and New 
Zealand, in town for studio confer- 
ences. 

Ritz Brothers wound up their 
Universal picture job and motored 
to Arrowhead Springs for a 10-day 
vacation. 

Howard Lang casting for ‘The Sun 
Field, the Heywood Broun novel 
being adapted for the stage by Mil- 
ton Lazarus. 

Jeanette MacDonald opens her na- 
tionwide tour of 12 concerts for 
Army Emergency Relief in Oklahoma 
City on Labor Day. 

Harold Hopper, chief of Motion 
Picture section of the War Produc- 
tion Board, left for Washington to 
report on Hollywood conferences. 

Bing Crosby recording ‘Hello 
Mom,’ written by Capt. Eddie Dun- 
stedter, and donating his sbare of 
the profits to the Army Air Force. 

Sue Carol, former film player but 
now an agent, and Alan Ladd, film 
player, who were married last March 
in Mexico, took out a license for a 
second wedding ceremony. 

Gale Sondergaard, screen 
and lieutenant in Women’s Ambu- 
lance Defense Corps, drew special 
citation from Treasury’ Department 
for her War Bond Selling tour. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal’s board, in town to contact 
Southern California industrialists 
in the interests of the National As- 
| sociation of Manufacturers tax com- 
| mittee. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


player 
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Boardwalk, whether professional or 


amateur, forbidden by new Coast | 
Guard ruling. 

Roger Kay, former pianist with 
Ambassador hotel orch, began en- 


gagement at Cosmopolitan hotel grill 

Saturday (11). 
Joan Merrill heading new revue at | 
Joe Moss’ Bath and Turf Club. Jerry | 
Cooper, Dinorah and Eric Correa} 
band featured. 

Joseph F. Forestal, Jr.. A. C. cor- 
‘respondent for Philly Record, and | 
former vaude trouper, inducted in 
|Army Thursday (9). | 

George Owen and Tony Parker, 
who played at Babeite’s Club several 
weeks last season, returned Friday 
| (10) for engagement. 

Basil Fomeen, who was playing 
season’s engagement in Ritz Carlton 
|Merry-Go-Round Room, ended date 
‘Saturday (11) with takeover of hotel 
iby Army. 


| Vaughn Monroe began eight-day 


;engagement at Hamid’s Pier Satur- 
;day (11). Charles Fuhrman played 
|\Friday (10) and Herb Woods signed 
,for one day Friday (17). 

Dan Stebbins and wife (Babette) 
jhave given Babette’s Ciub, dinner, 


\‘Star Night’ to be held Wednesday 
'(15) to finance Wefense Service 
‘Council activities in Atlantie City. 
|Event sponsored by Junior Chamber 


} 
islowly following 


devoted to the Pocono resort section, 
debuted. Four issues per year. 

Tommy Cullen’s band continues in 
the grillroom of Arthur Brown's 
Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-Dela- 
ware. 

Billy Diehl’s band alternates be- 
tween Wilmer Vogt’s Tavern, Moun- 
tainhome, and the Willow Dell Ho- 
tel, Minisink Hills. 

Ernie May’s Five Aces of Rhythm. 
set for summer run at Jake Enelow’s 
Craigs Meadows Hotel. Floor show 
is a nightly feature. 

H. A. Schuerman, manager of the 
Sherman theatre, improving very 
severe heart at- 
tack and hospitalization. 

Gene om aay orch one-nighied at 
Saylor’s Lake Pavilion at nearoy 
Saylorsburg. First name band of 
season in the Pocono resort region. 

Victor Austin, manager of the 
Grand, East Straudsburg, decided 
not to pursue last summer's policy 
of midnight shows every Sunday 
night and before holidays. 

Cornelia Stabler Gillam. play- 
wright and diseuse, is directing the 
Buck Hill Players in the auditorium 
of The Inn at Buck Hill Falls in a 
series of summer presentations. 

Mt. Pocono Casino, Lutherland Ca- 
sino at Poceno Pines, and Brown's 
Hall at Canadensis are summer ad- 
ditions to the motion picture houses 
in the county. So far, there are no 
drive-in or other outdoor spots in 
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OBITUARIES 


JACK WHITE 

Jack White, 49, the nitery come- 
dian, died at his home in New York 
Monday (13) after an illness of sev- 
eral months. 

Further details in vaudeville sec- 
tion. 

_—_—EE 
SKIPPY LaMORE 

Earl Lee, 48, better known under 
his stage name of Skippy LaMore, 
under which he operated ‘tent shows, 
died in University hospital, Ann 
Arbor, Mich., July 8 from a stroke 
suffered several weeks earlier. 

Zee, whose Skippy LaMore’s Co- 
medians was the largest traveling 
tent show in Michigan, collapsed 
during a showing in Vicksburg five 
weeks earlier, but recovered suffi- 
ciently to reopen the show. He col- 
lapsed again at Angola, striking his 
head in a fall on the stage. 

He was born in Dayton, O., and 
with his wife spent more than a 
dozen years in vaudeville before 
setting up his tent show 20 years 
ago with headquarters in Colon. 
LaMore and four other ten com- 
panies shared the Michigan circuit, 
and his company, playing the heavily 
populated southern counties, was 
decidedly prosperous and widely 
known to thousands who saw the 
show annually. 

Widow and father survive. 


in 





CASPER WARREN BRIGGS 

Casper Warren Briggs, 96, pioneer 
In the development of motion pic- 
tures, who had been retired for some 
years, died in Atlantic City, July 10. 

Deceased, the oldest living Amer- 
ican photographer at the time of his 
death, in association with his father, 
was active in development of the 
magic-lantern slide, Briggs’ first pic- 
tures were known as ‘slip slides,’ in 
which figures painted on a slide 
moved across a background imposed 
on another slide. Later he obtained 
dancing effects. Briggs also trav- 
eled widely, giving lectures illus- 
trated by slides. 

He retired in 1917. In 1938 he was 
Biven the distinguished service 
award of the Pennsylvania Art & 
Sciences Society. 

A widow and son survives. 





THOMAS F. DORSEY, SR. 

Thomas F. Dorsey, Sr., 70, former 
bandmaster and father of orchestra 
leaders Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, 
died July 12 in ‘Friends hospital, 
Philadelphia. 

Responsible for the early musical 
education of his two sons, Dorsey, 
Sr., was a_ self-taught musician 
whose musical career embraced the 
greatest part of his life. Before 
iilness caused his retirement in 
1939, he had for years taught music 
and acted as bandmaster in the coal 
towns of Pennsylvania. He began 
teaching music to Tommy and 
Jimmy when they were 8 and 6 
years old, respectively. 

Beside the Dorsey brothers, 
widow and a daughter survive. 

THOMAS J. O'BRIEN (HAVEL) 

Thomas J. O’Brien, 177, oldtime 
vaude performer, died July 13 in 
Brooklyn, after a short illness. He 
was the father of Arthur, Morton 
and Lillian Havel, all performers, 
who survive. 

The children adopted their moth- 
er’s name. She worked with O’Brien 
and their best known act was the 
O’Brien-Havel Trio, a hokey hotel 
sketch in which O’Brien played the 
bellhop. Another man, unidentified, 
was also in the turn, which was 
standard for years in the big-time 
houses. Arthur and Morton Havel 
also achieved prominence in the 
vaude houses. 





EUGENE C. FETTER 
Eugene C. Fetter, 44, operator of 
Fetter-Hollinger Hotels Corp., of 
Atlantic City, died Thursday (9) in 
Jefferson Hospital, Philadelphia, of 
@ heart attack. Fetter went to 
Atlantic City in 1921 to manage the 
Grand Atlantic hotel, which proved 
so successful he acquired the other 
hotels. In the corporation are the 
Madison, recently taken over by the 
U. S. Army; the Jefferson, Monti- 
cello, and Devonshire hotels. 
Fetter, an officer in the Hotel 
Greeters Association, was also 
treasurer of N. J. State Hotel Asso- 
ciation, 





JAMES P. LEFFLER 
James P. Leffler, 61, secretary 
treasurer of the Harris Grand and 
Princess theatres, Bloomington, Ind., 
died there July 6 of a heart ailment. 
Leffler had been removed to a 
Bloomington hospital the previous 


the Harris Grand. Because of his 
critical condition, he was not in- 
formed of the fire. A native of Du- 
bois County, Ind., he went to Bloom- 
ington as a young man to enter the 
theatrical business. 

Surviving are his widow, two sons 
and a sister, 





HENRY ECKHARDT 
Henry Eckhardt, 48, N. Y. adver- 
tising agency executive, died July 12 
in Roosevelt hospital, N. Y., after an 
operation. He was chairman of the 
board of directors of the Kenyon & 
Eckhardt agency and had also been 
a board chairman of the American 
Association of Advertising Agencies 
and a director of the Advertising 
Research Foundation, 
Eckhardt first came to N. Y. in 
1914, becoming promotion manager 
on the N. Y. Post. 
Widow, son, two daughters and 
parents survive. 





ROBERT T. SMITH 

Robert T. Smith, 45, who as branch 
manager of the Milwaukee exchange 
for 18 years, had handled the distri- 
bution of Warner Bros., First Na- 
tional and Vitagraph product for 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, died 
Wednesday (8) in Milwaukee of a 
heart attack. He collapsed at the 
Warner theatre building in that city 
and expired en route to emergency 
hospital. 

Survived by widow and two sons. 





CARL P. McASSEY 


Carl P. McAssey, 60, Blue Network 
salesman in the Central Division Of- 
fice of Chicago, died Satuday, July 
4 in St. Luke’s hospital, Chicago, 
following a long illness. 

Prior to joining the Blue Network 
local’ and spot sales department in 
1937, McAssey was associated with 
WCFL for five years. 

Survived by widow. 





MRS. FERN BERGERE 
Mrs. Fern Bergere, 47, wife of the 
orchestra leader, Maximilian Ber- 
gere, suicided Wednesday (8) in her 
New York home. She took an over- 
dose of sleeping tablets. 
Deceased was discovered in a bed- 


a telephone call. Notes addressed 
to Bergere found in the apartment 
mentioned her failing health. 





CARLTON 

Carlton (Arthur Carlton Phelps), 
61, British card manipulator and 
juggler, died in Surrey, England, 
June 28 after a long illness. After 
an early start in the post office 
service, he turned to the stage, do- 
ing sleight-of-hand tricks under the 
name of Carlton Phelps, later billing 
himself as ‘Carlton, the Human Hair- 
pin.’ Toured the world’s music halls 
and also appeared in pantomime. 





EDMUND J. BROWN 

Edmund J. Brown, 72, who 
founded one of San Francisco's first 
film houses, the Musee, died July 8 
in that city. Associated with many 
early San Francisco theatrical ven- 
tures, Brown retired six years ago. 

Survivors are widow, three sons, 
and a daughter. 





WILLIAM E. WARREN 
William E. Warren, 84, stage set 
builder for the Metropolitan Opera 
House for 27 years before his retire- 
ment in 1941, died July 10 in Dan- 
bury, Conn. 
Widow, son and daughter survive. 


_—— 


ROBERT GOLDEN 


Robert ‘Red’ Golden, 45, assistant 
film director, choked to death on a 
steak in a Hollywood cafe July 8. 

He had worked for several years 
under Robert Z. Leonard at Metro. 





FRED ROBERT WALTON 
Fred Robert Walton, 54, for 25 
years a vaudeville comediay, died 
Thursday at his home in Chicago. 
Survived by widow. 





GUY BARTLETT 
Guy Bartlett, 61, veteran vaude- 
ville and musical comedy performer, 
died July 12 in Yonkers, N. Y. 
Survived by widow and daughter. 





Mrs. A. E. Webb, 66, mother of 
Norman Webb, associate editor of 
Box Office Digest, died July 7 in 
Los Angeles. 





Paul Guarnieri, 73, owner of the 
Palace Theatre Building, Ashtabula, 
O., which he built in 1913, died July 
11, leaving five sons and a daughter. 





Charles Werthmenn, 32, New Eng- 
land Hill, Pa., musician, died July 





room closet by her husband after 
having received no response from 


4 of a self-inflicted bullet wound. 























(football season starts in Sept.) The 
university hospital’s proximity also 
was pointed out. 





$200,000 Show in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, July 14. 

Army War Show here last week 
was both a big source of satisfaction 
and a headache to its sponsors dur- 
ing six-night engagement at Pitt 
Stadium. From a financial stand- 
point it was a howling success, 
drawing more than 300,000 admis- 
sions and a total gate of nearly 
$200,000 to wind up-the most pros- 
perous spectacle ever put on locally. 
Originally it had been booked for 
only four days, but advance ticket 
sale was so great run was extended 
for twc more nights. Could have 
easily stayed on for few more, since 
it was estimated that at least 100,- 
000 others who wanted to get in had 
t> be turned away. Show broke camp 
here Saturday morning (11) and 
left for Akron, where it opens Sat- 
urday night (15). 

Made-in-Japan Souvenirs 

Headache came from an unex- 
pected quarter when it was dis- 
covered that souvenir peddlers, who 
had been granted the concession 
contract in return for 30% of 
the gross to be turned over to Army 
Relief, were selling canes that had 
been made in Japan. The tell-tale 
evidence hag been scratched off, but 
was detected by a couple of vigilant 
local customers. That created a 
rumpus in the local newspapers 
that even threatened to result in 
a congressional investigation, which 
was demanded by Congressman 
Samuel Weiss, of this district. 

Police immediately seized the 
scuvenirs and burned them on 
orders of Pittsburgh’s Safety Di- 
rector, E. A. Fairley, at the same 
time arresting 11 concessionaires and 
fining them a total of $380. Since 
they had violated no Federal 
statute, fines were levied on a local 
ordinance, selling without a permit. 
Three purported heads of the con- 
cessionaire grouyy Paul Winkler and 
Jack Ramen, of N. Y., and William 
Lish, of Philadelphia, were each 





week, the day before fire destroyed 


assessed $100, and eight others $10 
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apiece, with Winkler paying for all 
of them, in addition to a $25 fine 
on a disorderly conduct charge 
growing out of a previous run-in 
with a police inspector. 

Rumpus resulted in immediate 
cancellation by War Department of 
all War Show concession contracts, 
and an announcement that hence- 
forth and for remainder of tour all 
concessions will be operated by vol- 
unteer workers and every cent 
turned over to Army Relief. Another 
factor that created a civic howl was 
the discovery that the concession- 
aires were receiving a 20% rake-off 
on all programs, which were donated 
by the Bell Telephone Co. and sold 
at Pitt Stadium by Boy Scouts with- 
out pay. Programs were priced at 
25c and concession contractors got 
a nickel apiece on each of them. 


War Show Exonerated 


Press investigations, however, re- 
sulted in a complete whitewash for 
the War Show itself, and it was re- 
vealed that in turning over 30% 
of their gross intake to Army 
Relief, concessionaires were more 
than doubling usual return from this 
sort of deal. It was those few ‘Made 
in Japan’ canes that set off the fire- 
works, however, and upon discover- 
ing this, War Show officials quickly 
let it be known through a _ loud- 
speaker at the Stadium that any 
purchaser could have his money back 
by breaking article in two and re- 
turning the pieces to War Show 
headquarters following day. A few 
took advantage of it. 


From every other angle, however, 
military spectacle was hailed as the 
top show of its kind ever to hit 
town and reporters and columnists 
marvelled at the showmanship with 
which it was run off. Some of them 
addéd that Hollywood, Broadway 
and the circus world could take a 
few lessons from the men who put 
it on. Although show started each 
night at 8:30, steps leading to Sta- 
dium were packed as early as 2:30 
in the afternoon by crowds waiting 
for the gates to open, with sandwich 
men and cold drink dispensers do- 





ing a rushing business. 








Casa Manana 
Cab Calloway Ore 

Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Ore 

Earl Carrolis 


West & McGinty 
Gall Gali 

Beryl Wallace 
St Clair & Day 
Happy Elliton 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 
Al Norman 
Wiers Bros 

Bill Brady 
Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Orc 


Florentine Garden 


Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 

Velipe De Flores 
Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovanni 

Ted Fio Rito Orc 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Sammy Walsh 
Mabel Todd 
Pamela Cavenes 
Les Barnett Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Elizabeth Talbot 
Martin 

Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

P Lind Hayes Orc 


Hollywood Tropics 





Yvonne & Wayne 


Bills Next Week 
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Maxine Lewis 

Paul Neighbors Orc 

Dick Thomas 

House of Murphy 

Fred Thompson 

Betty Reilly 

Bob Murphy 

Beth Reynolds 

Frankie Gallagher 
Louisiana 


Harlem on Parade 
B McDonald Orc, 
Macambe Cafe 
Diana Del Rio 
Palladium 
Les Brown Orc 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Felix Martinique 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Louis De Pron 
Patricia Page 
Lynn Boyer 
Jack Waldron 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Orc 
Streets of Paris 
Art Tatam 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Loumel Morgan 8 
Trianon 
Henry Busse Orc 
Trouville Club 
Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 


MIAMI 


Club Bali 


Van Kirk 
Tanya Tamara 
Simpsons 
Baliettes 8 
Tommy Nunez Ore 
Earle Hanson Orc 
Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
Louise Hatch Ore 
Five O’Clock Club 
Cy Landry 
Sonya Shaw 
Sgt Green 
Mort Dennis Ore 
Fabian Storey Ore 
Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spauldings 8 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes 6 
Les Robinson Orc 
Kitty Davis’s 





Willie Shore 


Rhoda Chase 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Ore 


Mother Kelly’s 


Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 


Paul Mall 
Hal Lane Ore 


Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Page Pago Room) 
Terry Lynn 
Gail McDonald 
Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Ore 


Winnle’s Riptide 


Cliff Winehill 
Ben Perry 

June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 
House Line 6 


PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 


Knights of Rhythm 
D’sy Mae Hep Cats 


Club Balt 


DeNar & Denise 
Ginger Larfe 

Elaine Condos 
Brown Sisters 
Milton Watson 
Balilovelies 

Alan Fielding Ore 


Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue _ 


tote 
Walter Miller Orch 


Ben Franklin 


Manor & Mignon 
Jerry Gale - 
Cyril Rodney 
Buddy Harris 
Leo Zollo 


Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phylis Foster 

El Gauchos 


Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Carrollettes 
Bloise Mack 
Harmon Sisters 
Grace Edwards 
Barron Lee 
Troy Brown 
Johnny Cahill 

Clendennings 
Frank Vick 
Adrian Rollini 
Johny Paris 

College Inn 
Babe Roth 
Irma Lynn 
Joe McFadden 
Crescent 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

Di Pintos 
Cosmo & Anita 
Halem Highlanders 
Billy Elton 
Peggy Martin 
Peters Sisters 
Edith Brown 
Eddie King Ore 

Embassy 
Andrew Sis 
Maxine York 
Helene Standish 
Mary Lynn 
Embassylphs 4 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin Ore 

Germantown Bar 
Hilly Hey 
Huntsmen 

(H Walton Roof) 
Costaine & Barry 
Herbert Curbello O 
Don Richards 
Stump & Stumpy 
Parker & Porthole 
Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gls 
Rose Gallo 
Eddie De Luca Orc 
Hopkins’Rathskeller 
Billy Kelly 
Day Dawn & Dusk 
Leo Folds 
Lola Maffie 
Dave Gold Ore 

Laigion Bar 
Rose Venuti 8 
Mott’s Melville 
Little Rathskeller 
Brown Sis 
Marayln Mack 
Flying Berrys 
Eddie Schaffer 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Renoldo Quartet 
Gioria Mann 





Ernie Swan 


Mayos 
Rhythmaires 
Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick Jr 
Viette 
Michael Wayne 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Joe Lonegan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick Sr 
Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Kenny Shaffer 3 
Dick Wade 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray 
Lillian Bishop 
Berl Booker 
Mary Love 
Roni Carr 
Dotty King Ore 
Neil Dieghan’s 


Don Tranger 

John Reno 
Dornfields 

Frank Murtha 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 
Music Hall Gls 8 
Ginger Lynn 
Miles & Joan 
Renee Allyn 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Bob Karl 
Ruth Templeton 
Bernardettes 6 
Sophisticates 3 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Murry Wood 
Old Mill Inn 


Morse Sis 
Joe Ritchie 
Jock Downie 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Kay Hamilton 
Frankie Schluth 
J & J Brandow 
Raps & Taps 
George Krinog 
Jeanettes 
Kaye & Grey 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Ore 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 


Gloria Dale 

Roy Cantrell 

Cy White 

Jack Yson Ore 
River Drive Ter 

Dick Wharton Ore 

Sam’s Cafe 

Rosalie Jovenelli 

Virginia Lewis 

Sonny-Boy Vallie 

Ann Rubert 

Anne Carswet 

Mike Ray Oro 


Showboat 


Sidan & Kaye 
Lenora Jaxon 
Robt. Baxter 
Billy Romano 
Harry Taylor Ore 


Silver Lake Inn 


Col Geo Reed 

D & J Herman 
Alice Lucey 
Marion Melrose 
Diaz & Diane 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Carol Cayne 
Beatrice & Danny 
Suzettes 4 

Wade & Wade 
Agnes Willis 





60th St. Rathskeller 
Orlette Adair 
Perlita 

Lola & Marino 
Tony Bennett Orc 


Swan Club 


Bob Carney 
Teddy Hale 
Curtis & Leroy 
Vincent Rizzo Orc 
3 Guesses 
Honey Breen 
Iris Wayne 
Boyd & Smith 

Town Tavern 
Rochelle Gordon 
Dancey Dare 
Toni Mitchell 
Dan Richards — 
Mary Novis 

20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
We Three 





Harry McKay 


— 





Trans Altantic L’ge 


Pen Fay 
Jack Lewis Trio 


Venice Grill 


Vesta 
Reggie 


Victoria 
DuVan 
Helen Hule 

Al Carlton 

Don Nicholas Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 
Carlos & Chita 
Whitey Roberts 
Moss Pierson Co 
Temple City 4 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Raths'r Eldoradians 
Dave Pierson 
Yacht Club 
Margie Smith 
Joyce Denning 
Monya Alba 
Barbara Joan 
Jack Hutchinson 
Victor Nelson Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Pall Allwes Ore 
Bill Medio 


Lou Meredith Ore 
Harvey George 


Bill Green's 


Chuck Foster Ore 
Gloria Foster 
Ray Robbins 
Dottie Dotson 


Blue Ridge Inn 


Lou Lucky Ore 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Tom Duggan 
Warren & Durkin 


Boogie-Woogie Club 
Clinton Ore 
Priscilla Scott 

Cecil Groves 

Bobby Marshall 
Boog Sherman 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 


Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 
ial 


Colon 
Vaclav Klimek Orc 
Eddie Peyton's 
Geo Overholt Ore 

Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linde Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Torchy Cole 
Sherrly Lane 
Margie Norris 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Sliver Grilli) 


Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Ver« 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
John Bonguidi 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 
Kennywood Park 





Enoch Light Orc 
Starlight 


Merry-Go-Round 
Howard Baum Ore 
Jeanne Boaz 


New Hillcrest 


George Wells Ore 
Arline Day 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Martez & DeLira 
Sidney & Ames 
Les Hunt & Juliet 


Nu House 


Art Blakey Ore 
Chuck Wilson 
Joe Klein 

& Dolly 
Ted Blake 
Monette Moore 


Orchard Inn 
Benny Burton Ore 
Oasis 
Al Snyder Ore 

Pines 


Don Rutter 

Bill LeRoy Ore 
Redd’s Cafe 

Rudy Paul Ore 


Paul & Quita 
Eddie Palmer 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Eddies Miller 
Joyce Palmer 
Tommy Mandrus 
Trelon 
Frank Ramos Ore 
Yatch Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Don Tannen 
P. Sydell & Sporry 
B & B Burnell 
6 Mannequins 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Dottie Ard 
Suzanne & Christine 
Warner & Valerie 
Faber Girls 
Faye & Foster 
Victory Lounge 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Webster. Hall 
Nelsun Maples Ore 
Fashionettes 
West View Park 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Sally Lang 
Dick Martin 
Joe Cuda 
The Great Peters 





MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Dunstan to Hoot Gibson, 


in Las Vegas, Nev., 


July 5, Bride is 


singer with Gibson’s. rodeo show; 
he’s the cowboy film star. 


Joan Snyder to 


Franklin, Pa., July 8. 


Dick Hatton, in 
He is WLW 


(Akron) announcer. 
Barbara Hutton to Cary Grant, at 


Lake Arrowhead, 


Bride is 


Cal, July 9. 


the Woolworth heiress; 


groom, the film star. 

Charna Barsky to Harold Jones, 
in Hollywood, July 10. Groom is a 
screen writer at Columbia. 

Helen Parrish to Charles George 
Lang, in North Hollywood, July 9. 
Both are screen players. 

Gene Williams to Jean Troup, in 


Toledo, June 27. 


He’s musical di- 


rector at WSPD, Toledo, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Walsh, son, in 


Newport, R. IL, July 4. 


Father is 


manager of Fulton theatre, Pitts- 


burgh, 


Mr. and Mrs. Toby David, son, 
July 3, Washington. Father is radio 


actor. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Sheridan Gibney, 


son, in Hollywood, July 8. Mother 


is former Mildred 


McCoy, legit ac- 


tress; father is screen writer. 








Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Marquis, 
daughter, July 6 in Los Angeles. 
Father is NBC producer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Stinson, 
daughter, July 1, in Kansas City. 
Father is saxer in Herb Six orches- 
tra at Tower theatre, K. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Patt, 
daughter, in Cincinnati, July 7. 
Father is sales promotion director 
for WKRC, Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Herbel, son, 
July 12 in Los Angeles. Father is 
Warners western district sales man- 
ager. 
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-hort which many exhibitors thought 
so good they said it was worth pay- 
ing for, has not impressed official 
circles favorably. Production has 
also been suspended on ‘Night Shift,’ 
OEM short by Marc Blitstein, with 
Danny Kaye and Kate Smith, deal- 
ing with war plant production, which 
has been virtually completed. An- 
other OEM short, ‘Fellow Americans,’ 
with James Stewart as narrator, deal- 
ing in allegorical fashion with the 


Let H’wood Dramatize War 
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tral point of clearance and contact 
for the broadcasting industry in its 
relationships with Federal depart- 
ments and agencies concerning such 
Government programs. Henceforth, 
Federal departments and agencies de- 
siring to disseminate information by 
radio will make necessary arrange- 
ments through the Chief of the Radio 
Bureau, OWI; the Chief of Bureau 
will be responsible for consulting the 
appropriate policy officers and sub- 


pombing of an American city every } jéct-matter authorities in arranging 


time an American boy is hit in bat- 
tle, is being held back and may not 
be released, 

‘Mr. Gardenia Jones’ Misses Fire 


While turning thumbs down on 
Government-made film dramatiza- 
tions, officials are displeased with 
such Hollywood factual treatments as 
‘Mr. Gardenia Jones,’ directed by 
Carey Wilson. ‘Jones’ has precipi- 
tated a storm in Army circles because 
it conveys, according to official view- 
points, an entirely erroneous picture 
of army camp life. In trying to de- 
pict the comforts provided by United 
Service Organizations, the film mag- 
nified the hardships of ordinary camp 
routine, showing that soldiers haven’t 
any comfortable cots, camp chfirs or 
other standard conveniences. Army 
officers have ordered the picturg held 
back, as a result. Some recutting 
was reported under way, but even- 
tual release of the film is uncertain. 

Film coordinator Mellett, from ac- 
counts, believes that the new line of 
demarcation between factual and 
dramatized war pictures will result 
in more effective production, espe- 
cially in view of the facilities avail- 
able on the Coast for dramatized 
pictures. 

Factual Government clips, to be 
timed for release as closely as possi- 
ble to topical Gevelopments, will be 
shorter than the Government films 
made heretofore, with running time 
to be limited to around three min- 
utes. Clips will be presented “By the 
Office of War Information’ and will 
be in the nature of official releases. 





Gardner Cowles, Jr., Under Davis 
° Washington, July 14. 


Lowell Mellett, who has been di- 
rector of the Office of Government 
Reports and who has had the title of 
U. S. Film Coordinator, but has done 
very little beyond throwing out sug- 
gestions for feature pictures, mostly 
ideas for subtle propaganda, heads 
up the Bureau of Motion Pictures in 
the new Elmer Davis (Office of War 
Information) setup. Davis’ an- 
nouncement is seen as the answer to 
the long-promised shakeup to make 
better operating relations between 
studios and the Government. Davis 
also confirmed that the Radio Bureau 
will be under the direction of Wil- 
liam B. Lewis, ex CBS v.p. 

The film and radio branch of the 
OWI will operate under Gardner 
Cowles, Jr., president of the Des 
Moines Register & Tribune, presi- 
dent 
Minneapolis Star Journal, and presi- 


dent of the Iowa Broadcasting Co., as | 
assistant director, in charge of all do- | 


mestie operations. 


The Domestic Operations Branch. | 
| competitive spots. Just what the good doc ordered for this site to follow 
the terrif biz chalked up by Ted Lewis. 

Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens N., Hollywood, first week). Held his 
own against all the openings and should crack 4,000. Must, however, take 
secondary credit to Nils Granlund’s floor show, which is the main draw 


under Cowles, will handle the coor- 
dination and dissemination of war 
information in the U.S. through all 
channels of communication. The 
branch is divided into the following 
bureaus: 

News Bureau, under Robert W. 
Horton, former OEM publicity chief- 
tain, will function along the general 
lines of a city news room. 

Radio Bureau, under Lewis, will 
serve as the central point of contact 
between the radio industry and all 
agencies of the government in mat- 
ters pertaining to the dissemination 
of war information by radio. 

Bureau of Publications and Graph- 
ics, under J. R. Fleming, will coordi- 
nate or prepare and issue Govern- 
ment pamphlets, posters and other 
graphics pertaining to the war and 
manage the distribution of these ma- 
terials, 

Bureau of Motion Pictures, under 
Mellett, will coordinate the produc- 
tion and distribution of Government- 
made films, and will handle relation- 
ships with the pix industry in con- 
nection with pictures bearing on the 
war, 

There will also be a Public In- 
quiries Bureau, a Bureau of Special 
Operations and the Overseas Opera- 
tions Branch. 

Because radio time is limited, 
Davis said, the OWI will review and 
clear all proposed radio programs 
sponsored by Federal departments 
and agencies (whether they directly 
bear upon war information or not), 
will allocate available time for such 


of Look Magazine, v.p. of! 


final clearance of such programs. 


SPEWACK FILM AIDE 
TO LOWELL MELLETT 


With Lowell Mellett continuing as 
Government film coordinator under 
Elmer Davis, heading up the Bureau 
of Motion Pictures of the Office of 
War Information, Sam Spewack is 
taking charge of the film production 
unit of OWI at Mellett’s request. 
unit of OWI at Melleti’s request, 
and will work out of New York. 
Film units of the Office of Emer- 
gency Management and the Office 
of Government Reports have been 
absorbed into the realigned film di- 
vision of the OWI. Garson Kanin, 
who directed for the OEM unit, ex- 
pects to go back into the Army 
around Aug. 1, and may be spotted 
with Major Frank Capra or Major 
Anatole Litvak. 

Spewack has just @ompleted a €2- 
minute compilation entitled “World 
At War,’ which includes clips of 
Nazi and Jap propaganda film which 
foreign agents tried to smuggle into 
the United States. 

Picture, which is to be presented 
under the credit tag of the U. S. Gov- 
ernment because it involves various 
branches of the armed services, is 
likely to be released on a commer- 
cial basis through one of the major 
distributors. Deal has not yet been 
inked. 

Terms are now under discussion, 
with possibility that any profits from 
distribution of the picture will go to 
charitable causes. 
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ness in tone, but McIntyre keeps the 
wind instruments muted most of the 
time e 

The band’s standout orchestrations 
are a swing arrangement of ‘Old Man 
River’ and the lively -‘Southside 
Shuffle.” He gives ’em still another 
jump tune later in the show, but it 
doesn’t go out of this world. 

Perhaps the orch’s only important 
weakness is in its vocalists, Jerry 
|Stuart, Frances Gaynor and two 
|boys working on ‘Don’t Sit Under 
|the Apple Tree’ as a quartet, being 
ino better than fair. 
McIntyre himself is a neat-looking, 
lclear-talking maestro; not obtrusive, 








one or two novelty arrangements to 
make his aggregation as capable for 
stage entertainment as it must be 
for dancing, he'll be up near the top 
before long. Scho, 


DICK SHELTON ORCH (10) 
With Jere Gerard 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 

One of the younger bands to play 
the Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach 
is Dick Shelton and his ‘musical 
mariners, Crew originated at the 
University of Ilinofs in 1939 and 
since then has been playing eastern 
and midwestern hotels, club and ball- 
rooms. This is their first date in 
Kansas City and their farthest west 
to date. 

_Band is essentially on the sweet 
side, with four saxes, three trumpets 
and three rhythm. Leader himself 
works frequently on the reeds and is 
featured in this department. Group 


‘has a lightness to its music and satis- 


fies fairly well here, for one thing 
solving the volume problem in this 
low-ceiling, intimate room better 
than some more prominent bands 
playing here. 

Vocally, band is equipped with Bill 
Emerick, sax man who baritones; 
Gordon Pettigrew, trumpeter who 
tenors, and Jere Gerard, featured 
femme tonsil artist. Her best work 
is on the novelty-type song, of which 
the band has a goodly number in its 
portfolio both for her singing and for 
a trio composed of Shelton, Pettigrew 
and Miss Gerard. Personnel also in- 
cludes Fred Irving and Jack Badley, 
saxes; Art Taylor and Ed Manus, 
trumpéts; Bob Keith, drums: Clem 
Younger, piano, and Babe Clatter- 
bucks, string bass. Quin. 


WALTER PERNER ORCH_ (7) 
With Marzane ‘terry 
Roosevelt Hotel Grill, N. Y. 

The millennium has arrived. 
Roosevelt Grill has followed Guy 
L-mbardo with an orch that makes 
no records, uses no wire, has few 
special arrangements and is being 
batoned by Walter Perner, who is 
leading his first band. And, just 
to rub it in, the orch specializes 
in community dances. On Wednes- 
days it’s waltzes, Fridays, tangos, 
ai | Saturdays, square dances. ' 

Combo is easy to listen to, pro- 
vides exceptionally good dance 
tunes and pleases with anything 
from sweet to hot to Latin. Sampie 
set, caught at dinner hour Saturday 
(11), consisted of ‘Donkey Sere- 
nade,’ ‘Do You Care,’ ‘This Love of 
Vine,’ ‘Jersey Bounce,’ ‘Moonlight 
Cocktail,’ “Busy Little Busybody,’ 
‘Tangerine,’ ‘My St w~. and ‘Falling 
i Love. Combo makes good use 
of an electric guitar and Solovox 
| on the piano for trick ef- 


Setup comprises Jimmy Smith, 
electric guitar; Bob McDonough, 
sax, who also vocals; Frankie Jud- 
nick, doubling on accordion from 
lobby of Paramount theatre: Mac 
Barber, trumpet; Milt Hollander, 
drums; Vic Anthony, bass viol and 
vocalist. Perner massages the 
ivories and uses the Solovox to ad- 
vantage. Marzane Berry does the 
feature vocaling with a rich, 
strong soparno that would probably 
sound better with a lower balance 
on the mike. 

Perner, incidentally. is 


Arthur 
Murray’s general manager. 





Bill Bickel, Pittsburgh pianist- 
arranger who quit Baron Elliott to 
join Blue Barron, returning to Pitt 


jyet forthright on the podium. With '!and berth with Mickey Ross’ band. 
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here. 
Jan Savitt (Casino B, Hollywood, 





Hotel B.0. 
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second week). Proving a surprise 


| with a pull of better than 4,000 payees on the week. Must share credit for 


|the draw with newness of the place, 
| cut it at Casa Manana. 


a made-over market, as he couldn’t 





| 

' . . 

Minneapolis 

| Derothy Lewis (Minnesota Terrace; Hotel Nicollet: 500: $1.50-$2). Turn- 
|} ing people away every night with its third annual Dorothy Lewis ice show, 
|‘Symphony on Skates.’ Present minimums represent 50c boost. Supper 
|\shows are capacity every night with attendance averaging approximately 
| 750 nightly. Show is spotted in for four weeks. Sev Olsen orchestra, 
}local outfit now led by Frankie Gelsone (Olsen’s in service), playing show 


min.). Next-to-last week for Zollo’s 
ably down from his average. 


Blane and Nina Korda. 


with 3,200 customers, 





Herman comes in July 21 foi 


and providing in-between dance music. 


Philadelphia 


Leo Zeollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 





crew lured 957 customers, consider- 


Herby Woods’ orch opens next Monday 
(20) with Kay Hunt, vocalist, and show including the Leslies, Barbara 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
tinues as floor attraction. Franklin band still going strong with the count 
Art jarrett (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). In 
last week running to 4,100 customers. 


Harry Richman con- 


first full week did well 





(Los Angeles) 
Les Brown (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). 
favor with the younger set and will pull up with 
rograms; and will serve.as the cen- | Woody 


around 19,000 stubs. 


weeks, 


Bounced right into | 


Sunbrock’s Thrill Circus Not So 
Thrilling im Ist N. Y. Appearance 





Larry Sunbrock, the Raspactenees | 
young promoter from the west, 
brought his ‘First Annual Wild West 
Rodeo and Hollywood Thrill Circus’ 
to the N. Y. Polo Grounds for an 
eight-day stay opening Sunday (12). 
Audience reaction would indicate 
that the stay would also be the last 
annual. Biggest thrill of the evening 
is the subway express ride back to 
Times Square. 

Shew is composed of half-a-dozen 
clowns, eight standard fair high acts 
and several blokes who apparently 
risk their necks busting up automo- 
biles. Rodeo end is held down by 
five cowboys and a single cowgir], 
who ride several very tired steers 
and six bucking broncs. Latter at 
the evening performance Sunday 
failed to get into the spirit of the 
affair and limited their bucking to 
eight-second periods. That just 
about gives the rider time enough 
te fali off. One cowboy, Jim Sutton, 
was knocked out when the bronc 
bounced him off too hard. Sunbrock, 
who m.c’s the show, apologized to 
the audience after the fall, He also 
explained that everyone in the au- 
dience should have seen the matinee, 
because then two cowboys were 
tossed and one was in the hospital. 

Sixty-two events are programed. 
About twenty-five showed. Perform- 
ance, starting at 7:30 ran about 90 
minutes Sunday evening in defer- 
ence to the dimout. Opening is Zeke 
Manners Cowboy Band, fresh from 
the Madison Loan Co.’s_ ranch. 
They’re followed by Los Astecas 
Mexican Trio of serapied warblers, 
featuring a yodeler who gave a little 
opposition to Manners’ Elton Britt. 
After that the thrill show is on with 
Bob Barnett, single clown, working 
with a trick dog. Barnett got the best 
reception of the evening which gives 
an idea. Scale is 25-50-75c for gen-. 
eral admish, with the boxes selling 
for $1.30. 


High Act Marathen 


From then on it is a succession of 
high acts, cowboys and car busters, 
none of which got the audience off 
their seats. Best of the high acts 
was the Hollywood Sky Revue, five 
girls and a man working on a 
60-foot rigging (announced as 110 
feet). Girls, who are standard at the 
Atlantic City Steel Pier and class A 
fairs, do the accepted high routines 
but with more class and flash than 
most acts of this type. Jansley, 
another standard high act, was on 
too late. Got above the Polo Grounds’ 
lights and could just about be seen. 


Big thrill of the evening is the 
Auto jump over a bus and three cars, 
which as a thriller contains about 
as much suspense as a fender-dent- 
ing episode at the corner of Broad- 
way and 46th. 

Sandwiched in between the al- 
leged thrills are Pallenberg’s Bears, 
The Reddingtown, three people 
trampoline act, Wrigley, single trap, 
the Graham Family, six youngsters 
spinning ropes, a team of knife- 
throwers and a dozen clown routines, 
all lost due to bad spotting. 

Sunbrock handles the mike! 
throughout and is no Abe Lefton. 
His stilted delivery fails to help the 
show. He has a habit of announcing 
every act as ‘a grand act and grand} 
people.’ Surely out of 50 performers | 
there must be at least one heel. At 
one point he switched his announce- 
ment and describes the act as the 
‘collosolist.’ As consolation to the 
injured cowboy he asked the au-| 
dience for a big hand, then added. 
‘You’re a grand guy Jim—and you'll 
get money tonight.’ 

As each thrill was announced the 
possibility of severe injury, perhaps 
death, was stressed..-The thrillers 
turned over one auto, jumped the 
bus, drove a motorcycle through a 
board fence and through a wall of 
loose bricks. One guy butted down 
a six-foot fence with his head. No 
one needed as much as a dab of 
iodine. Apparently the only thing 
that took punishment was the Polo 
Grounds’ turf. The grounds keeper 
must be plenty hysterical. 

There’s also a ‘lucky number’ gim- 
mick on the program that never 
comes off. Patrons are advised to 
hold their programs, but the lucky 
number is pot drawn, or, if so, not 
announced. 








A reported 35,600 attended the} 
| opening matinee. Night show played 
lto around 12,000, lost in the Pol 


Cnix + jc 
‘ 


Grounds, which has a capacity of 
60,000. 
Financial Situation 

Larry Sunbrock’s. ‘Wild West 
Rodeo and Thrill Circus’ appears to 
be up to its waist in bills. Yet the 
ballpark people say the venture will 
come out on the right side at the 
low prices of admission. Show gen- 
erally has a carny atmosphere. 

Stated that Tom Packs, known as 
a wrestling promoter, took over and 
is said to have provided coin for 
pressing claims. Ball park got it on 
the line before the show opened but 
is holding back the boxoffice re- 
ceipts at the request of the federal 
tax department, it is. understood; 
also for Mrs. W. R. Hearst’s Free 
Milk Fund For Babies, which is sup- 
posed to get a percentage. The J. P. 
Muller advertising agency also got 
money before it ordered ads in the 
dailies, and when the cash was not 
forthcoming there were no addi- 
tional insertions. 

There is a string of press agents 
headed by Jack Miley, who walked 
out, then back again. 


U. S. Weather Burean’s 
‘Military Secret’ Info 
Stymies Outdoor Shows 


Detroit, July 14. 

Promoters of outdoor events are 
being hit hard this year thrvugh the 
eensorship within the U. S. Weather 
Bureau. 

Operators in these parts, following 
their old habits, have been calling up 
and asking what the weather would 
be like ‘a week from Tuesday.’ 

The answer is, ‘The weather that 
far ahead is a military secret.’ 

The result is that several of the 
eutdoer operators aren’t taking 
chances any more, but are renting 
arenas and taking their shows inside. 
Others, who used to gamble, are tak- 
ing eut insurance. A few have ad- 
vertised their events as ‘On Tuesday 
—Weather Permitting. [If not, -first 
following elear night.’ 














B’way Plays 
Continued from page 3 | 


Guthrie McClintic has American 
legit rights, already has several 
nibbles from film companies because 
it is in line with public demand. “The 
Wookey,’ by contrast, because of the 
futility it pictures, is sti:i om the 
shelf at Metro. 

Aside from the war psychosis 
which has reduced some name play- 
wrights to literary impotency, .play 
brokers and film company story de- 
partment heads ascribe the shortage 
ot new plays to the severe drubbing 
which both new and established au- 
thors have taken from the critics. 
One play broker reports that seven 
of his authors, one of considerable 
prominence, advised him they have 
given up writing for legit produc- 
tion for the duration. 

Edward Small is another producer 
who, for more reasons than merely 
wanting to insure film material, is 
planning some irtensive legit pro- 
duction. Small, long absent frorn 
Broadway, ie, for any protracted 
sojourn east, likes the feel of his 
former home town to the degree 
he’s deserting the Coast to put on 
several plays east. Meantime, of 
course, he’s readying his ‘Life of 
Rudolf Valentino’ and other film 
scripts. 


Pemberton-Col. Will 


Present ‘Janie’ in N. Y. 
‘Brock Pemberton will signalize 
the start of the 1942-43 season by 
presenting ‘Janie,’ due to go into re- 
hearsal this week and slated for 
debut about mid-August. It will be 
the first production under the deal 
the manager has with Columbia Pic- 
tures. It hag been proposed to try 
out a number of plays in summer 
stock, but ‘Janie’ will be on a regular 
production basis. 

New comedy is by Josephine Bent- 
ham and Hershel Williams. Latter 
was a radio writer and is now in 
the army. Miss Bentham is an au- 
thor of fiction, mostly for women’s 
magazines, where the character of 
‘Janie’ origjnated. 








Phil Harris band boo!-ed for a one- 
nighter at Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh, Monday (20) and Charlie 
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"ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS are a 
< 2m wonderful beauty aid’ 
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“This Lux Soap cate 
helps me keep my Skin 
so sott and Stnooth” 


Lovely Hollywood stars trust their 
million-dollar complexions to daily 
care with Lux Toilet Soap’s creamy 
ACTIVE lather. It’s thorough in 
its work—removes stale cosmetics, 
dust and dirt in a twinkling. Yet 
ACTIVE lather is so utterly gentle 
that its touch on your skin is like 
a caress! 


ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS leave 
skin feeling exquisitely soft and 
smooth—looking fresh as a rose 
petal. Try this beauty care regu- 
larly for a month; let. it help you 
have the complexion loveliness that 
wins romance—and keeps it!- 


ROLLE i ons Kit iss kate ‘ 


Try these Lux Toilet Soap 
Facials for 30 Days — & 
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